
Putting on the Elect’s Spiritual Garments – Colossians 3:12-14 

“12) Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering; 13) Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 14) And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of 
perfectness.” (Colossians 3:12-14) 
 
Put on therefore,  

• The elect children of God are commanded to “put on” the garments of holiness. 
o This is contrasted with Col. 3:8, where they are commanded to “put off all these” works of the flesh: 

anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth, and lying.  
o “Put off the old man with his deeds” (Col. 3:9) and “put on the new man” (Col. 3:10) 

• Every morning, we have a choice as a disciple of Christ what clothes to wear. We have to be purposeful 
when we are spiritually preparing for the day to “put off” the old man, and “put on” these spiritual garments. 

o As we begin to spiritually dress ourselves each day, we have to make daily choice to put off our 
sinful nature and the world and to choose to put on Christ. 

 Luke 9:23 – If any man will come after me, let him deny himself [putting off the old man] and 
take up his cross [putting on the new man] daily, and follow me.  

 1 Cor. 15:31 – I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ, I die daily.  
 Josh. 24:15 – Choose you this day whom you will serve… As for me and my house, we will 

serve the Lord. 
o Prayer – The first thing we should “put on” each day is prayer and thanksgiving  

 Ps. 5:3 – My voice shalt thou hear in the morning; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto 
thee. (1 Thess. 5:17 – Pray without ceasing.) (Eph. 6:18 – Praying always…) 

 Matt. 6:9-13 – After this manner pray ye… Give us this day our daily bread. 
o Reading and studying the word of God daily, primarily in the morning to prepare for your day  

 Ps. 63:1 – O God, thou art my God, early will I seek thee. 
 
as the elect of God, holy and beloved,  

• The only people who can put on these spiritual garments are “the elect”, those who have been born again 
and made a new man in Jesus Christ. We are a “new man” in Christ, but we need to “put on” these things to 
where our new nature is manifest and evident to those around us by love.  

o 2 Cor. 5:17 – We have been made a “new creature” in Christ. Therefore, “old things” (and the old 
man) is passed away, and all things are become new.  

o Eph. 1:4-6 – We were chosen in Jesus Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
without blame before him in love (v.4) and accepted in the “beloved” (v.6). 

 
What are the “spiritual garments” of the new man, of the elect, that we should be putting on each day? 

• Ultimately, these spiritual garments are the “garments of Jesus Christ”. Christ is our pattern for how we should 
act every day of our life. We need to follow the example and pattern of Jesus Christ.  

o We need to “put on” Christ every day by putting on these “kingdom clothes”.  
o Others should be able to see our spiritual garments by our actions each day that should testify 

publicly that we are the elect of God. 
 1 Thess. 1:4-9 – Knowing brethren beloved your election of God: A) For our gospel came 

not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost and much assurance… 
B) And ye became followers of us, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of 
the Holy Ghost…C) Ensamples to all that believe… D) Sounded out the word of the Lord… 
E) Turned to God from idols to serve the true and living God. 

o Peter gives a similar 8 spiritual garments progression, also culminating in love. If we “put on” these 
things every day, then we will have a bold testimony to make our calling and election sure to others. 

 2 Pet. 1:5-11 – “And beside this… add to your 1) faith >> 2) virtue >> 3) knowledge >> 4) 
temperance >> 5) patience >> 6) godliness >> 7) brotherly kindness >> 8) charity… give 
diligence to make your calling and election sure, if you do these things you shall never fall.”  



Putting on the Elect’s Spiritual Garments – Colossians 3:12-14 

What are the “spiritual garments” of the new man, of the elect, that we should be putting on each day? 
• These are not necessarily 8 separate pieces of clothing, but 8 attributes of the same “elect garment” that we 

should put on. Similar to the 9 attributes that identify the “fruit” (singular) of the Spirit, these are the 8 attributes 
that describe the spiritual attire that God’s people should put on every day.  
 

1) bowels of mercies 
o In the depth of our souls, deep in our “bowels”, we should exhibit “mercy” towards others. Mercy is 

not giving someone what they do deserve. The elect of God should choose to show “mercy” to others 
who have wronged us instead of judgment because of God’s great mercy towards us.   

2) kindness 
o Show kindness to others, even when they are mean and ugly to you. We can have a great witness 

and testimony in this world when we show kindness to others and pray for who despitefully uses us.  
3) humbleness of mind 

o To show love and mercy to others we need a humility of mind, the mind of Christ.  
o Phil. 2:5-8 – “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus… he humbled himself, and 

became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” 
4) meekness 

o Humility and meekness go hand in hand. Even if we are blessed or talented, we need to have a meek 
attitude towards ourselves. Let another man praise you, not yourself.  

o Matt. 5:5 – “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.” 
5) longsuffering 

o We are commanded to be longsuffering (which is a fruit of the Spirit, Gal. 5:22). We don’t cut 
someone off for one offense. No, we must “suffer” for a “long time” (not short). 

6) forbearing one another 
o Forbearing goes right along with longsuffering. We have to “bear” the burdens of others in the church.  
o Gal. 6:2 – “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” 

7) forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  
o We are to forgive others through the lens of being reminded of the great debt that Christ has forgiven 

us from. (Matt. 18:21-35 – Parable of the Unforgiving Servant) 
o Eph. 4:32 – “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 

Christ's sake hath forgiven you.” 
o Matt. 6:9-12 – “After this manner pray ye… And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 

8) and above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
o Above all these things – the pinnacle of Christian discipleship – is “charity” (agape love) 

 Charity – agape love – self-sacrificial love in action – “a willing self-sacrificial giving of oneself 
for the benefit of another without the thought of return” (God is Love, 1 John 4:8) 

o Eph. 5:1-2 – “Be ye therefore followers of God, dear children; And walk in love, as Christ also hath 
loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.” 

o Matt. 5:44 – “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you…” 
o John 13:35 – “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 
o 1 John 2:5 – “But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected.” 
o Bond of Perfectness – the “bond of perfect unity” that we have in the church is the Love of Christ  


