Revelation Chapter 1
Rev 1:1 "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto
his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his
angel unto his servant John:"
This first verse is critical to our understanding of what is being taught in the book
of Revelation. There are generally three different approaches to the study of Revelation,
which are contrary to what is taught in verse 1 and therefore should be rejected as a
means to study revelation. The first approach is that the book is a record of events that
will transpire sometime in the future near the end of time or just prior to what some say is
the millennial reign of Christ. This is known as the futurist view of revelation. The
phrase, "must shortly come to pass," negates such a view of revelation. The second view
is that the book is a record of events that will gradually unfold over the history of
mankind on earth. This view is also negated in the word "shortly." The third view is that
everything in revelation was fulfilled by the events leading up to and including the
destruction of Jerusalem around 70 A.D. However, this is the revelation of Jesus Christ,
and there are many things that are taught in the bible and in the book of revelation about
Jesus Christ that point to the eternal salvation and resurrection of God's people which, of
course, has not yet transpired in time. The key to our understanding of revelation is
found in the word "signified" which means to show by signs. In other words, the book of
Revelation is written in sign language. The Lord demonstrated the use of this sign
language in the first chapter of Revelation in that he gave us a sign and then gave us the
meaning of the sign. He gave us the sign of seven golden candlesticks and seven stars.
He then told us that the seven candlesticks are the seven churches of Asia and the seven
stars are the angels (messengers) of the seven churches. We are not left to look at carnal
history for an understanding of the signs (a mistake that many have made), but God
himself gives us the meaning of the signs in the scriptures. Our task is to search the
scripture for the sign and its meaning.
This book is the "revelation" of Jesus Christ. The word revelation means to
disclose and manifest. This is exactly what this book does. It discloses and manifests
Jesus Christ. The author of the content of this book is often said to be John. However,
God himself is the author of the content of this book. Christ sent an angel (messenger)
unto John to show unto his servant, John, things which must shortly come to pass. John
is not the revelator, God is the revelator. John is the messenger of the message that was
sent to him. John's task was to deliver that message as it was delivered unto him. Thus,
as with all the scripture, the book of revelation is God's message to his servants. It is not
intended to everyone, but only to those who are his servants. Today if we are to benefit
from the book of Revelation or from the scriptures in general, then we must be the
servants of Jesus Christ. A servant is one who is under the rule and direction of his
master. He is not free to do his own will, but the will of his master. A servant must be
humble and submissive. A servant must also be diligent to accomplish the task that is
assigned to him by his master. A casual reading of Revelation will not give one much
understanding of the book. The task at hand is to dig out the signs and their meanings in
the word of God. This, however, cannot be accomplished by intellect alone. In John
chapters 14 thru 16 we read of a Holy Comforter, which is the Holy Spirit, who will
guide us unto all truth. The Holy Spirit is to be our guide and only thru the guidance of

the Holy Spirit are we able to come to an understanding of the signs and their meanings
and thus learn more about what God has uncovered and manifest to us about our Lord
Jesus Christ. I pray that God will bless this work that if anyone gets anything beneficial
out of it that He may receive all the praise.
Our approach to this study will be to first look at the signs in each chapter and
their meanings and then, if necessary, to take a narrative overview of the contextual
lessons of that chapter. I am sure that I will hardly scratch the surface of the depths of
teaching contained therein. May God bless his people with understanding and knowledge
and wisdom to know more about his word.
Rev. 1:2, 3
Rev. 1:2 "Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus
Christ, and of all things that he saw. 3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at
hand."
A record of something is evidence of that thing and to "bear record" is to give
testimony or witness of something. John gave record of three things. He bare record of
the word of God. Lest anyone think that the book of Revelation is just fanciful writing of
fictitious things, this is just as much the word of God as the book of Matthew. There is
nothing fanciful or fictitious about it. John also gave record of the testimony of Jesus
Christ. Jesus is called the faithful witness. As we will see a faithful witness is one that
will not lie. According to the scriptures it is impossible for God to lie. John's record is
his testimony of what Jesus Christ testified to him. John also gave record of all things
that he saw. This certainly teaches us that John did not leave anything out of what God
showed unto him, but told us everything that God told him. This does not mean that John
necessarily understood all of it, but it certainly assures us that we got the complete
testimony of both what Jesus said and what he showed to John.
There is a blessing pronounced in v. 3. Some have said that it is a blessing just to
read the book of Revelations. However, this is not what that verse say. There are three
things that are necessary before one receives the blessing. One, they must read the book,
two, they must hear (understand) what is written therein and, three, they must keep the
things that are written therein. Then as they have accomplished those three things they
receive the promised blessing. Also, the time of the blessing was said to be at hand, thus,
teaching us that everything that was necessary for reading, understanding, and doing was
present at the time that this book was written of John. There weren't future events
necessary to come to pass before a servant of Jesus Christ could read the book,
understand what was written therein and do what was written therein. I find way too
many people say that they can't understand what is written in the book of Revelation and
that it is too difficult to understand. God has promised a blessing to us and we as his
servants should give a diligent effort to understand and do the things contained in the
book of Revelation. Surely it takes an effort, just as it takes an effort to understand the
rest of the scriptures. As God's servants we need to put forth that effort to understand and
pray to God for wisdom and understanding. There is a promised blessing in it for all of
us.

Rev. 1:4, 5
Rev. 1: 4 "John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and
peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven
Spirits which are before his throne; 5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness,
and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth."
The book of Revelation is written in the form of a letter. John is the writer of the
letter and the seven churches of Asia are the recipients of the letter. The salutation is the
rest of the above. This as well as the rest of the scriptures is not written directly to us
today, it is written for us. It is written directly to the seven churches, but it has
application to us today. Seven is the bible number of completion. While there were
actually and literally seven churches of Asia to which John wrote, yet its application is
complete to all the churches of the Lord Jesus Christ for all the gospel age. Paul in all the
letters he wrote to churches began his salutation with the mention of God's grace and
peace to each church. He went on to mention where that grace and peace came from: it
came from God, the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. God's grace was the grand theme
of Paul's writings as he mentioned God's grace in the salutation and closing of every letter
that he wrote, except to the Hebrew's where he only mentioned God's grace at the closing.
Grace is defined as the unmerited favor of God. As we will see in our study of
Revelation God's grace is often manifest throughout these writings. Grace is directed to a
specific people (God's people). Peace is one of the end products of God's grace. Just as
God is the source of grace, God is also the source of peace. Peace comes from God.
Without the finished work of Jesus Christ there would be no peace between God and his
people. Without that finished work, we could find no inner peace in the knowledge of
salvation from our sins.
That grace and peace is said to come "from him which is, and which was, and
which is to come." This phrase speaks to us of an eternal God and an unchanging God.
Heb. 8: 8 also tells us "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever." The
eternal, unchangeable attributes of God are illustrated in these passages of scripture.
Another phrase used in the scriptures that illustrates God's eternal, unchangeable
attributes is the phrase for God, I AM. Of course this phrase was often found in John's
writings in the book of John. Seven times Jesus said, "I am…" This gives us great
comfort to know that God's grace and its resulting end products such as peace are
founded in one who never changes and is eternal.
This grace and peace is said also to come "from the seven Spirits which are before
his throne." Some have concluded that there are seven Holy Spirits, but this is not what
is being taught. There are seven manifestations of the one Holy Spirit. These seven
manifestations are found in Is.11: 2 "And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD," and in Is. 28: 6 "And for a spirit of judgment to
him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate."
Thus the seven manifestations of the Holy Spirit mentioned above are wisdom,
understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, fear of the Lord, and judgment." All seven of
these manifestations of the Holy Spirit were present in giving us grace and peace.
That grace and peace is also said to come from Jesus Christ. While there are
many words used to describe the Son of God, each one is significant and is placed in its

proper place throughout the scriptures. Here we have two words used to describe the Son
of God. The first word is Jesus, which means Saviour. It was said of the angel to Joseph
to "fear not to take unto thee Mary, thy wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Ghost and she shall bring forth a son and thou shall call his name Jesus, for he shall
save his people from their sins." Grace and peace to God's elect is dependant on the work
of Jesus in saving his people from their sins. The word, "Christ," means "anointed one."
There were two groups of people who were anointed in the Old Testament: kings and
high priests. God has anointed Christ to be both the King of kings and the High Priest
after the order of Melchisedec. Christ in his kingly office rules in his kingdom and rules
over all creation. In his high priestly office he is the one who made the atoning sacrifice
for his people. Without that atoning sacrifice there would be no peace or grace.
Next, Jesus Christ is said to be the faithful witness. Prov. 14: 5 tells us, "A
faithful witness will not lie: but a false witness will utter lies." We read also in Ps. 116:
11 "I said in my haste, All men are liars." Thus the only true "faithful witness" is Jesus
Christ" for he has as a characteristic the total inability to lie. Thus his testimony is totally
reliable and complete.
Jesus Christ is also said to be the "first begotten from the dead." Acts 13: 33 also
tells us, "God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus
again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten
thee." The term, "first begotten," speaks to us of priority in that there were others who
were raised from the dead, such as Lazarus, the young maiden, the widow woman's son,
Tabitha, the young man who fell out of the loft, etc. However, all of these were raised
back to mortal lives and later fell on death again. Jesus was resurrected to never die
again. In his resurrection our hope rest that we will one day be resurrected as well.
Jesus is also said to be the "prince of the kings of the earth." Who those kings are
is stated for us in verse 6. We will have more to say about that when we get to verse 6.
The fact that he is called the prince speaks to us about his role as the representative of his
people. In the Old Testament there were 12 princes of the twelve tribes of Israel and they
each represented one of the tribes. What they did was on behalf of the tribe they
represented. Jesus represented us on the cross. His death on the cross was as our
representative representing us in God's judgment of our sins. His sufferings and death
was accomplished as our representative.
Rev. 1:5
Rev. 1:5 "Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
There is an order of events listed in the above verses. First he loved us, then he
washed us from our sins in his own blood, next he made us kings and priests unto God
and his Father, subsequently we owe him praise, honor and glory, and finally he has
dominion for ever and ever. One of the four things the scriptures say that "God is" is
love. Love is the motivating cause of all that God does for his people. The scriptures say
that we love him because he first loved us. God's election of a people is based on His
love: Rom. 9:11 "(For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or

evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him
that calleth;) 12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 13 As it is
written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated." Works or goodness in the one
elected was not a factor, but God's love was the reason for the election. Similarly, the
spiritual birth is brought about because of God's love: Tit. 3:4 "But after that the kindness
and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5 Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost." Our salvation from sin is also brought
about because of God's love: Rom. 5:8 "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." Love is more than just a feeling, but it is
manifested through action. Jesus loved us and that is why he "washed us from our sins in
his own blood." Sin was the great enemy of the Lord's people. For this cause Jesus came
into the world as the angel proclaimed to Joseph, "Fear not to take unto thee Mary, thy
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost, and she shall bring forth a
son and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins." Out
of the love he had for those that God chose before the world began, Jesus came to save
his people from their sins. The scriptures say that without the shedding of blood is no
remission. It took the shedding of blood to remit our sins. However, the blood of animal
sacrifices would not suffice as atonement for the elect. God requires perfection. Only
the blood sacrifice of a perfect man would be sufficient to redeem the elect from their
sins. But where could a perfect man be found? All of Adam's posterity were made
sinners in the sin of Adam according to Romans chapter 5. But God provided himself a
sacrifice as the Son of God left the portals of glory and came down and was made of a
woman and was made under the law to redeem them that were under the law of sin and
death. Through his virgin birth he was made holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from
sinners. He kept the law to a jot and a tittle, and then at the appropriate time, he was
made an offering on Calvary's cruel cross to redeem his people from their sins. 2 Cor.
5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him." As Jesus was made sin for us, we were made the
righteousness of God in him. This atonement was to perfection for ever: Heb. 10:14 "For
by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
There is a washing through the blood of Jesus as the following verses proclaim:
1. Heb. 10:22 "Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure
water."
2. Heb. 12:24 "And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood
of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel."
3. 1 Pet. 1:2 "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:"
4. 1 John 13:10 "Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash
his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all."
5. 1 Cor. 6:11 "And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
God."
6. Tit. 3:5 "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;"
This washing is from sin and was brought about because of the shed blood of Jesus
Christ.
Rev. 1:6-1
Rev. 1:6 "And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
There are two things this verse tells us that Jesus Christ has made us: kings and
priests unto God and his Father. In this essay we will deal with the subject of our being
made kings. In the next essay we will deal with the subject of our being made priests.
In order for someone to be a legitimate king he must be a descendant of a king
and he must be anointed. Now it is God who established the office of a king in Israel and
he started it with King Saul. But because of Saul's disobedience and rebellion, God
turned the kingdom to David and his descending sons. It was God who had the prophet
Samuel to anoint both Saul and then David to be kings over Israel. Afterwards the high
priests anointed the kings that were to reign over Israel and then Judah. Thus for us to be
kings today we must descend from a king and be anointed to be a king. First through the
new birth we are born of God: 1 Pet. 1:23 "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but
of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." Thus thru the
new birth we are spiritually born of Christ (the King of kings) the living word. Next, we
are anointed of God also thru the new birth as the following verses show:
1. Acts 10:38 "How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and
with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil;
for God was with him."
2. 2 Cor. 1:21 "Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath
anointed us, is God;"
3. 1 John 2:20 "But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all
things."
Reference 1 above shows us that Jesus was anointed with the Holy Ghost and with
power. Whereas ref. 2 tells us that God has anointed us and ref. 3 tells us this anointing
was also from the Holy Ghost. Thus as Jesus was anointed with the Holy Ghost so are
we anointed with the Holy Ghost. Thus when we are born of the Spirit we are anointed
with the Holy Ghost to be a king.
A king wears a crown and God has crowned us as well:
1. 1 Th. 2:19 "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even
ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?"
2. 2 Tim. 2:5 "And if a man also strives for masteries, yet is he not crowned,
except he strives lawfully."
3. 2 Tim. 4:8 "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all
them also that love his appearing."
4. James 1:12 "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried,
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him."

5. 1 Pet. 5:4 "And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown
of glory that fadeth not away."
6. Rev. 2:10 "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil
shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten
days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life."
7. Rev. 3:11 "Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man
take thy crown."
From the above we can see that it is God who crowns us with joy, righteousness, life,
glory, and discipleship. Also we see that we can lose that crown of discipleship if we are
not diligent.
Next, a king has a realm or dominion in which he is to rule over:
1. 2 Cor. 1:24 "Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of
your joy: for by faith ye stand."
2. Col. 3:15 "And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye
are called in one body; and be ye thankful."
3. Rom. 6:12 "Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should
obey it in the lusts thereof. 13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God."
4. 1 Cor. 4:8 "Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without
us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you."
5. Prov. 25:28 "He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is
broken down, and without walls."
Thus we can gather from the above that each of us is to have dominion or rule over our
heart, and over our mortal bodies, and over our faith, and over our spirit. Therefore it is
over our own life that we are to bear rule and reign as a king. Please note in ref. 4 that
just because we are kings doesn't mean that we are always reigning. The Corinthians had
reigned as kings and then were no longer reigning, but Paul desired that they would once
again reign. We can live our lives in exile and not reign! It takes an effort on our part to
reign.
There are at least four main responsibilities of a king. First a king is to establish
the rule of law in his kingdom. The rule of law we are to establish is not our own. Since
Jesus is said to be King of kings, we are kings under King Jesus. As a king under King
Jesus we are to establish his rule of law in our realm. God himself begins the process
when in the new birth he wrote his laws in our heart and in our mind (Heb. 8:10; 10:16).
Our responsibility is to establish his rule of law in our lives. This rule of law is found in
the scriptures.
Second we as kings have a responsibility to establish a judicial system and be
governed by that judicial system. The framework for this judicial system is established in
our hearts and mind in the new birth:
1. Rom. 2:14 "For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the
things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 15
Which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing
witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)"

2. 1 John 3:20 "For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and
knoweth all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence
toward God."
All the framework of a judicial system is present here as the conscience serves as the
witness, the work of the law is the rule on which the judicial system is founded. The
thoughts are both the defense attorney and the prosecuting attorney. The heart is the
judge and jury to condemn or excuse us. As we measure ourselves by the rule that God
has given us in his word, we bring this to our internal judicial system and it serves to
either condemn us or excuse us.
Third a king is to lead in the battle against the realms enemies. According to Eph.
6:11 we are to, "Put on the whole armour of God that ye may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places. 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of
God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness; 15 and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God: 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;"
Additionally, Paul instructs in 1 Cor. 10:3 "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not
war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge all
disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled." Furthermore, we are to "endure
hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ."
Fourth we are to make provision for our realm. Since the provision is given to us
by our King, we are to distribute this provision to our realm. This provision is distributed
to our realm thru reading, studying, praying, and meditating on the things of God whose
word is a thorough furnisher unto all good works.
As kings we are to reign with Jesus in his kingdom. Also there will be a people
reigning with him throughout this New Testament age according to Rev. Chapter 20.
Rev. 1.6-2
Rev. 1:6 "And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
In our previous essay we considered God's people as kings. In this essay we will
consider God's people as priests.
In the Old Testament the priests were the male descendants of Aaron. Their
primary duty was to offer sacrifices. They often were responsible for the killing of the
sacrifices, the flaying of the sacrifices, the skinning of the sacrifices, the separating of the

fat of the sacrifices from the rest of the body. Anyone who has ever worked in a
slaughter house can tell you that the labor the priests were called on to do was hard.
As the Old Testament priests were descendants of the High Priest, today the New
Testament priests are born spiritually of their High Priest, Jesus Christ. Thus only those
who are born again can be New Testament priests. The existence of New Testament
priesthood is set forth in the following two verses:
1. 1 Pet. 2:5 "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ."
2. 1 Pet. 2:9 "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light:"
Thus the New Testament priesthood is called a "holy" and a "royal" priesthood.
"Royalty" generally refers to kings. Thus the priests are also the kings. In the Old
Testament the priests could not be kings and the kings could not be priests under the law.
However, Jesus came as a King and he also came as a High Priest after the order of
Melchisedec. Now Jesus has made those he has cleansed from sin, both kings and
priests.
The work of the new testament priests are not to offer up animal sacrifices, but to
offer up spiritual sacrifices to the praise of him who hath called them out of darkness to
his marvelous light. If we do the work of this priesthood we will be busy doing it. There
are seven spiritual sacrifices which are set forth in the following verses:
1. Ps. 4:5 "Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD."
2. Ps. 27:6 "And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round
about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will
sing praises unto the LORD."
3. Ps. 51:17 "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise."
4. Ps. 107:22 "And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare
his works with rejoicing."
5. Phil. 2:17 "Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith,
I joy, and rejoice with you all."
6. Heb. 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name."
7. Heb. 13:16 "But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such
sacrifices God is well pleased."
The first sacrifice we will consider is the sacrifice of a broken spirit. It is God
who breaks the spirit. Man is full of pride and selfishness. He thinks extremely high of
himself. Thru the new birth and thru the courtroom of the heart God humbles man and
breaks his spirit causing him to realize he is a condemned sinner in the sight of a just and
holy God. From this condition comes a broken and contrite heart. Until a man has been
humbled he is of no value as a spiritual priest unto God. Once he has his spirit broken,
then he humbles himself and shows forth contrition and this pleases God and is to the
praise of God, for God is the moving cause of this process. From a broken and contrite
heart come the other spiritual sacrifices.
The second spiritual sacrifice we will consider is the sacrifice of righteousness.
Man has no righteousness of his own and the scriptures point out that "all of our

righteousness are as filthy rags before God." God's elect, however, are clothed with the
imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. It is this fact that gives us a desire to do right.
"Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled."
Doing what is right is often unpopular and comes with ridicule from the world. The
spiritual priesthood of Jesus Christ is called on to do what is right, regardless of what the
world or so called friends think.
The third spiritual sacrifice we will consider is the sacrifice of joy or praise. As
one verse said it is "the fruit of our lips giving thanks to God." We are admonished to
speak to ourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
in our hearts unto the Lord. Our songs should be songs of praise and thanksgiving unto
God. They should never be to glorify man. While we have a song service in our worship
service, this should not be the extent of our singing of praise unto God. Often times we
can sing in our hearts, even without our lips moving. Other times we can sing audibly
either alone or with others. Never should the main focus of our singing be on the quality
or tone of our voice, but on giving praise and thanksgiving unto God.
The fourth spiritual sacrifice we will consider is the sacrifice of thanksgiving.
While this seems to overlap with the sacrifice of praise or joy, yet it goes beyond just
giving of thanks in song, but also we should give thanks in prayer as well. Too often we
approach prayer as to what we can ask for from God. We should be even more ready to
give thanks to God in our prayers. Sometimes we will hear someone say that I don't
know what to pray for. Well at such times we should be pouring out our prayers of
thanksgiving to God for his mercy, grace, deliverances, for the gifts that he has given us,
and for the church and his word. Furthermore, we should be willing to speak to others of
our thankfulness of the grace and mercy and deliverances of God.
The fifth spiritual sacrifice we will consider is the sacrifice of faith. We are told
to walk by faith and not by sight. Stepping out on faith rather than the sight of our eyes is
sometimes difficult to do, but is always the best thing to do. Our faith is to be in God and
his word. It involves a trust that His will is better for us than our will is. Walking by
faith says that I want what God would have for me to do rather than what I would
naturally desire to do. It also says that I want God to make my major decisions for me,
rather than relying on myself and carnal reason.
The sixth spiritual sacrifice we will consider is the sacrifice of doing good. The
scriptures say, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father in heaven." Also we read, "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye
bring forth much fruit." We also read in Ephesians, that "we are created in Christ Jesus
unto good works." Furthermore, the scriptures are a thorough furnisher unto all good
works. To do good is a sacrifice that is well pleasing unto God.
The seventh spiritual sacrifice we will consider is to "communicate." The context
of ref. 7 above as well as the following verse: Phil 4:18 "But I have all, and abound: I am
full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a
sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God" teaches that the sacrifice of
communicating means to communicate to the needs of other. John 15:13 says "Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." Communicating
to the needs of others is one form of laying down our life for others. This manifest the
greatest love we are capable of and points to the love of God towards us.

A sacrifice indicates that we are giving something up. Rom. 12:1, "I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." This verse summarizes the
spiritual sacrifices we are to make as a spiritual priesthood. In presenting our body a
living sacrifice, we are sacrificing the living of our lives to the desires and deeds of the
flesh, that we may live our lives to the praise and glory of God. In all seven of the
spiritual sacrifices, something is given up in order that we may praise and glorify the
name of God.
Rev. 1:7
Rev. 1:7 "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they
also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so,
Amen."
The clouds in the scriptures are often associated with the glory of God:
1. Ex. 16:10 "And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation
of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of
the LORD appeared in the cloud."
2. Ex. 24:16 "And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the
cloud."
3. Ex. 40:34 "Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of
the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the
congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the
tabernacle."
4. 1 Kings 8:10 "And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy
place, that the cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11 So that the priests could not stand
to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of the
LORD."
5. Is. 4:5 "And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion,
and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by
night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence."
6. Ezek. 10:4 "Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and stood
over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court
was full of the brightness of the LORD'S glory."
7. Matt. 24:30 "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory."
Thus as the cloud is associated with God's glory, the cloud also is associated with things
that glorify God:
1. God's everlasting covenant glorifies God: Gen. 9:13 "I do set my bow in the
cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 14 And it shall
come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the
cloud:" Just as the rainbow covenant glorifies God, even so, it points to the everlasting
covenant of redemption found in Rom. 8:28-30 which gives all the glory to God for our

redemption: "28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow,
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also
glorified."
2. The giving of the covenant of the law glorified God: Ex. 24:16 "And the glory
of the LORD abode upon Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the seventh
day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud."
3. God's mercy glorifies God: Lev. 16:2 "And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak
unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the veil
before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud
upon the mercy seat."
4. Prayer at God's throne of grace glorifies God: Lev. 16:13 "And he shall put the
incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the
mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not:"
5. The assembly of God's people to worship him glorifies God: Is. 4:5 "And the
LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a
cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory
shall be a defence."
6. God's everlasting kingdom glorifies God: Dan. 7:13 "I saw in the night visions,
and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the
Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 14 And there was given him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve
him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed."
7. God's justice glorifies God: Zep. 1:15 "That day is a day of wrath, a day of
trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,"
8. The resurrection of Christ glorifies God: Acts 1:9 "And when he had spoken
these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their
sight."
9. The resurrection of the dead at the end of time glorifies God: 1 Thes. 4:17
"Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
10: The witness of God's people glorifies God: Heb. 12:1 "Wherefore seeing we
also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race
that is set before us,"
11. God's leadership and direction of his people glorifies God: Ex. 13:21 "And
the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by
night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: 22 He took not away
the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people."
12. Christ's death on the cross glorifies God: Zech. 12:10 "And I will pour upon
the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of
supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall

mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as
one that is in bitterness for his firstborn."
Ref. 12 above is a parallel verse to Rev. 1:7. The wailing in verse 7 is the same as
the mourning in ref. 12. The mourning is the mourning of God's children when they
become convicted that their sins are the reason that Jesus suffered and died on the cross.
This is a bitter mourning for God's redeemed, but it glorifies God. Their bitterness is
turned to joy, however, when they come to understand that Jesus died for them to redeem
them from their sins.
Yes Jesus does indeed come with clouds (glory).
Rev. 1:8
Rev. 1: 8 "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord,
which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty."
The term "Alpha and Omega" appears four times in the scriptures (Rev. 1:8, 11;
21:6; 22:13). The phrase "beginning and the end" appears three times (Rev. 1:8; 21:6;
22:13). The phrase "first and the last" appears four times (Rev. 1:11, 17; 2:8; 22:13).
Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. They would appear
to represent the initiation and completion of the alphabet and certainly the Lord is both
the initiation and completion of His word. "All scripture is given by inspiration of God,"
etc. "Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." God initiated the
writing of his words and he also moved the writing unto the completion of his words.
God is the first great cause and the last great end. God is the beginning of creation and
the completer of creation. God initiated the salvation of his people in the covenant of
redemption before the foundation of the world and he is the completer of that covenant.
God is the author (initiator) and finisher (completer) of our faith. God has begun a good
work in us (new birth) and God will complete the good work (resurrection). God is the
beginner of our love (we love him because he first loved us) and the perfector of our love.
God is the beginner of the church and the completer of the church. God is the initiator of
everything that is good and he is also the completer of everything that is good.
The phrase "which is, and which was, and which is to come" appears twice in the
scriptures (Rev. 1:4, 8). Heb. 13:8 "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for
ever" also expresses a similar sentiment. It shows us that God is eternal and
unchangeable. He is the great I AM. When Moses asked God what he was to tell Israel
about who sent him, God answered that he was to say "I AM hath sent thee." These
characteristics of God are essential in our salvation from sin and deliverance to glory.
God is called the Almighty fifty seven times in the scriptures and as a name has
reference to the characteristic of God having all power. Of course God is the creator of
all things, both natural and spiritual.
The fact that God is eternal, unchangeable and all powerful assures us that he who
began the covenant of redemption before the foundation of the world and has all the
characteristics necessary to complete that covenant of redemption as stated in Rom. 8:2830, " 28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn

among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."
What a glorious assurance that gives us.
Rev. 1:9
Rev. 1:9 "I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in
the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the
word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ."
In the above verse we see that John is addressing the brethren. He says that I am
your brother. As far as I have found in the scriptures John had only one natural brother.
However, he had many spiritual brothers and sisters. The appellation, brother, indicates a
relationship. Its use in the scriptures often does not indicate natural siblings, but spiritual
brothers. We are brothers and sisters in that we have all been born of the Spirit of God in
the new birth. We also have one elder brother, the Lord Jesus Christ. The terms, brother
and sister, were used in the church to indicate they were a part of the family of God.
Numerous times we find this appellation in the letters of the apostles and prophets and in
over 90% of the cases it is talking about someone who is a fellow church member. It is
scriptural to use the appellation when talking to or about a fellow church member. The
term, brother, also indicates a shared and common interest as being members of the same
family under the same house rules and government. This term was sometimes used in the
Old Testament to indicate a relationship beyond being natural siblings. Abraham was
Lot's uncle yet he was called his brother: Gen. 14:16 "And he brought back all the goods,
and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the
people."
The word, companion, used above indicates someone who is a co-participant or
co-laborer. When brother and companion are used together it indicates that we are more
than just sharing a common spiritual birth, but also that we are also co-laborers. In the
church this is supposed to be the case. In the church we are not only spiritual brothers
and sisters, but we are also co-laborers in tribulation, and the kingdom and patience of
Jesus Christ. Tribulation is shared by every member of the church:
1. John 16:33 "These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world."
2. Acts 14:22 "Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of
God."
3. Rom. 5:3 "And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience;"
4. Rom. 12:12 "Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in
prayer;"
5. 2 Cor. 1:4 "Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are
comforted of God."

6. 1 Th. 3:4 "For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we
should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know."
We are also co-laborers in the kingdom of God:
1. Matt. 20: "For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an
householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard."
2. 1 Cor. 3:9 "For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry,
ye are God's building."
3. Phil. 4:3 "And I entreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which
laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers,
whose names are in the book of life."
We also are brethren and co-partakers of the patience of Jesus Christ. The word,
patience, means cheerful endurance and continuance. Instant gratification isn't often
found in the service of the Lord. Many times we are called upon to endure hardships,
trials, tribulations, persecutions, and temptations. Often times we labor and don't
immediately see the results of our labors. Yet we are called upon to continue instant in
the service of the Lord. However, we have a promise that sustains us during these times
of hardship: Gal. 6:9 "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not." Also, we read in 1 Cor. 15:58 "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."
John was in the isle that is called Patmos. While the scriptures do not tell us how
he got to the isle of Patmos, secular history tells us that he was put there as a result of
persecution. How often do we see the Lord use the circumstances that we are in to his
names honor and glory. This punishment of the world turned out to be a great blessing
that God bestowed not only on John, but upon the Lord's church. It should cause us to
reflect that before we start complaining about our circumstances, maybe God will use
those circumstances to his names honor and glory. This past weekend I was in a meeting
where there was a young lady who had spinal bifida, which had retarded both her growth
and her mental development. Yet I have not seen any greater praise and love flow out
from that young lady. She wasn't bemoaning her circumstances, but rather was giving
praise and glory to God and her joy was full.
John was in the isle of Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus
Christ. He was there to record and report what the Lord said and showed him unto the
Lord's church. While the circumstances could have been harsh, the labor was one of
great joy. What greater joy can we find in life than to serve our Lord and Master in his
kingdom.
Rev. 1:10, 11
Rev. 1:10 "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great
voice, as of a trumpet, 11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and,
What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia;
unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis,
and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea."

I have read and heard many thoughts as to what the "Lord's day" has reference to.
The most common ideas is that it has reference to the first day of the week or to the Old
Testament Sabbath Day (last day of the week). The phrase, "Lord's day," is only found
one time in the scriptures. However, the word, "Lord's," is found several times in the
scriptures and is used as to indicate that which the Lord owns and possesses. It could be
argued that everyday is the Lord's day, but while the Lord is the cause of every day, yet
the phrase, "Lord's day," in v.10 indicates a specific day and not just a general everyday.
The key to that which the Lord owns and possesses in v.10 is in the phrase "in the Spirit."
Anytime one of God's children is in the Spirit it is the Lord's day! When we are in the
Spirit our time is being owned and possessed by the Lord. Please note the following
verses of scripture:
1. Acts 18:5 "And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul
was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ."
2. Acts 18:25 "This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent
in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the
baptism of John."
3. Acts 19:21 "After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when
he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have
been there, I must also see Rome."
4. Acts 20:22 "And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not
knowing the things that shall befall me there:"
5. Rom. 8:9 "But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of
God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his."
6. Gal. 5:16 "This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of
the flesh."
7. Gal. 5:25 "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit."
8. Eph. 6:18 "Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;"
9. Col. 1:8 "Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit."
In the above scriptures, whenever someone was in the spirit the Lord possessed their
thoughts and actions. This certainly fits my experiences as at times such as when I was
meditating on the things of God or when I was trying to preach or pray or sing praises to
God, that God possessed my thoughts and actions for that time that I was in the spirit.
Thus it is the Lord's day when we are in the Spirit.
John said he heard a great voice. The word, "great," comes from the Greek word,
"megas," meaning exceedingly great. The Lord's voice is that great voice that John
heard. Psalms 29 is all about the voice of the Lord. The Lord spoke in the beginning of
time and immediately what he commanded came to pass. Likewise, the Lord speaks to
that which is dead in trespasses and sins and they that hear, live: John 5:25, "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice
of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live." Likewise the Lord will speak with his
great voice in the end of time and those that are in the graves shall come forth: John 6:28,
"Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall
hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." That great voice
of the Lord spoke at the giving of the law covenant: Deu. 5:22 "These words the LORD

spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of
the thick darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them in two
tables of stone, and delivered them unto me."
The trumpet is used in the scriptures primarily in the call to assembly and for the
journeying of the camps: Num. 10:1 "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Make
thee two trumpets of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou mayest use
them for the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. 3 And when
they shall blow with them, all the assembly shall assemble themselves to thee at the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation. 4 And if they blow but with one trumpet, then the
princes, which are heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather themselves unto thee. 5
When ye blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on the east parts shall go forward. 6
When ye blow an alarm the second time, then the camps that lie on the south side shall
take their journey: they shall blow an alarm for their journeys. 7 But when the
congregation is to be gathered together, ye shall blow, but ye shall not sound an alarm."
Thus the things that John was to write was for the purpose of giving to the people from
the Lord's voice the instructions for assembly for worship and instructions for the
journeying of the Lord's people in their particular lives and the journeys of the Lord's
churches. The reference to Alpha and Omega reiterates to us that God is both the
initiator and completer of the word of God: it is all his. The message was to go out to all
seven churches of Asia. While it was to go to the seven churches of Asia, it is for all the
Lord's churches in all ages.
Rev. 1:12, 13
Rev. 1:12 "And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I
saw seven golden candlesticks; 13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like
unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps
with a golden girdle."
In verse 20 the seven golden candlesticks are defined for us as the seven churches.
Thus the golden candlestick in the scriptures is a picture or representation of God's
church. In Ex. Chapter 25 the golden candlestick is introduced to us as one of the pieces
of furniture found in the tabernacle. It had six branches and a main stem. Within these
seven branches or stem were seven lamps. Each branch had three bowls made like unto
almonds and the main stem had four bowls. This was a total of 22 bowls within the
candlestick. Each bowl had a knop and a flower. To trim and clean the lamps there were
tongs and snuffdishes. All the candlestick was made out of beaten gold. Gold is the
metal of royalty. The church is made up of people who have been made kings unto God
and over the church is the King of kings. Beaten gold speaks to us of suffering in the
trials and afflictions of life, as the scriptures teach us that we must thru much tribulation
enter into the kingdom of God. The lamps give light in the tabernacle. No man lighteth a
candle and put it under a bushel, but put it upon a candlestick that it may give light unto
all that are in the house. So it is in God's church, the members of the church have been
lighted by Jesus Christ (John 1:9) and they are to let their light so shine before men that
they may see their good works and glorify God. The church is also a place of spiritual
growth as denoted by the knops, flowers, and almonds. Tongs bring out the wick so that
the candle will burn brighter and the snuffdishes are used to remove the refuse from the

wick. So it is that the gospel reproves, rebukes, and instructs us in the church. There are
twenty two bowls and the bible number 22 is associated with the subject of the word of
God. Thus in the church we feed from the word of God which provides the oil for the
lamp to burn brightly in the house.
John saw one standing in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks. Christ is
described to as being in the midst of several things:
1. Matt. 18:20 "For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there
am I in the midst of them."
2. Luke 2:46 "And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions."
3. Luke 24:36 "And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them,
and saith unto them, Peace be unto you."
4. John 19:18 "Where they crucified him, and two others with him, on either side
one, and Jesus in the midst."
5. John 20:19 "Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week,
when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came
Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you."
6. Acts 2:22 "Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him
in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:"
7. Heb. 2:12 "Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of
the church will I sing praise unto thee."
8. Rev. 4:6 "And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and
in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before
and behind."
9. Rev. 5:6 "And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four
beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth."
10. Rev. 7:17 "For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them,
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes."
From the above verses we can conclude that Christ is situated in the midst of the
church, in the midst of the disciples, in the midst of the redemption of God's elect, in the
midst of the throne of God, in the midst of the people, in the midst of the discussions of
the word of God, and in the midst of the church singing praises. Thus Christ is not a
bystander in the activities of his people, but is an active and leading participant in those
activities.
John saw the Son of man. There are many names given to the Son of God in the
scriptures. One of the names is the Son of man. As the Son of man he is the
representative of the elect. He came to do for them what they could not do for
themselves. He came to keep the law unto perfection and to redeem the elect from their
sins by being a perfect sacrifice for them.
He was clothed with a garment down to the foot. That the garment went down to
the foot indicates that it was a complete garment and a complete covering. This garment
is described to us in the following verses:

1. Matt. 17:2 "And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the
sun, and his raiment was white as the light."
2. Mark 9:2 "And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and
John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was
transfigured before them. 3 And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so
as no fuller on earth can white them."
White being the bible color for righteousness, this indicates that Christ was clothed
completely with righteousness.
He was girt about the paps with a golden girdle. The girdle for a soldier went
about his loins as he went forth to battle:
1. 2 Sam. 20:8 "When they were at the great stone which is in Gibeon, Amasa
went before them. And Joab's garment that he had put on was girded unto him, and upon
it a girdle with a sword fastened upon his loins in the sheath thereof; and as he went forth
it fell out."
2. 1 Kings 2:5 "Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to
me, and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner,
and unto Amasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and
put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were
on his feet."
3. Is. 11:5 "And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the
girdle of his reins."
4. Eph. 6:14 "Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having
on the breastplate of righteousness;"
When the soldier returned victorious from battle then the girdle was moved up to his
breast to indicate he had obtained the victory. This is evidenced by the ordinance of the
offering of the wave breast which is a symbol of sacrificial victory. Thus the king thru
righteousness had gotten the victory over sin as a representative of the elect.
Rev. 1:14
Rev. 1:14 "His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his
eyes were as a flame of fire;"
This part of the description of the Lord concerns the head. The head is the control
center of the body. If something is messed up in the head, then the whole body will be
messed up. The head is also the glory of the body. It is the most beautiful part of the
body. When a person gives a description of someone else the main part of their
description is of the features of the head. Thus the features of the head identify the
person. It is said of the Lord that his head and his hears were white like wool, as white as
snow. God's elect are called sheep in the scriptures. When Christ came he came as the
Lamb of God. The wool of sheep in its natural state is oily, dirty and filthy. In contrast
the head and hairs of Jesus while likened unto wool are said to be as white as snow. It
takes a lot of cleansing to make the wool of sheep in their natural state to be clean and
white. Jesus came into this world, holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners.
He was conceived with a righteous nature and he lived uprightly, his whole stay on earth.
Snow is about as white as white gets here on earth. Prov. 16:31 "The hoary head is a

crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness." Jesus Christ is that crown of
glory as he was altogether found in the way of righteousness.
"And his eyes were as a flame of fire." The "flame" in the scriptures is associated
with judgment as the following verses indicate:
1. Num. 21:28 "For there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the city of
Sihon: it hath consumed Ar of Moab, and the lords of the high places of Arnon."
2. Judg. 20:38 "Now there was an appointed sign between the men of Israel and
the liers in wait, that they should make a great flame with smoke rise up out of the city.
39 And when the men of Israel retired in the battle, Benjamin began to smite and kill of
the men of Israel about thirty persons: for they said, Surely they are smitten down before
us, as in the first battle. 40 But when the flame began to arise up out of the city with a
pillar of smoke, the Benjamites looked behind them, and, behold, the flame of the city
ascended up to heaven."
3. Ps. 106:18 "And a fire was kindled in their company; the flame burned up the
wicked.
4. Is. 5:24 "Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth
the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust:
because they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the
Holy One of Israel. 25 Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people,
and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did
tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is
not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still."
The Lord looks upon us in judgment as stated in Heb. 4:13 "Neither is there any
creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes
of him with whom we have to do." While he looks down in judgment upon us, yet we
can take hope in the first time the "flame" appeared in the scriptures: Ex. 3:2 "And the
angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he
looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed." This
verse pictures to us that the Lord suffered the flame of God's judgment on behalf of his
people, yet he was not consumed by that judgment, yet our sins were consumed by it.
Rev. 1:15
Rev. 1:15 "And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his
voice as the sound of many waters."
The feet of the body are that part on which we walk. Walk is associated in the
scriptures with how we live our lives:
1. Rom. 13:13 "Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying."
2. Gal. 5:16 "This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of
the flesh."
3. Gal. 6:16 "And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and
mercy, and upon the Israel of God."
4. Eph. 2:10 "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them."

5. Eph. 4:1 "I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,"
6. Eph. 4:17 "This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk
not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,"
7. Eph. 5:8 "For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord:
walk as children of light:"
Brass is associated in the scriptures with suffering and affliction:
1. Judg. 16: 21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought
him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison
house.
2. The brazen altar was the place where the sacrifices were made.
The furnace in the scriptures is associated with judgment:
1. Gen. 19:28 "And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the
land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a
furnace."
2. Ex. 9:8 "And the LORD said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you
handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight
of Pharaoh. 9 And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil
breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt."
3. Ex. 19:18 "And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD
descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and
the whole mount quaked greatly."
4. Ps. 12:6 "The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace
of earth, purified seven times."
5. Is. 31:9 "And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his princes
shall be afraid of the ensign, saith the LORD, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in
Jerusalem."
6. Ezek. 22:22 "As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be
melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I the LORD have poured out my fury
upon you."
7. Dan. 3:6 "And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be
cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace."
Thus we can conclude that Jesus suffered under the judgment of God afflictions both as
he lived his life on earth and as he died on the cross to redeem his people from their sins.
"And his voice was as the sound of many waters." "Many waters" are associated
in the scriptures with the nations of the world:
1. Num. 24:7 "He shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in
many waters, and his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted."
2. Ps. 29:3 "The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: the God of glory
thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters."
3. Is. 17:13 "The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but God
shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the
mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind."
4. Ezek. 43:2 "And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of
the east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his
glory."

5. Jer. 51:13 "O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures,
thine end is come, and the measure of thy covetousness."
6. Rev. 17:1 "And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials,
and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the judgment of
the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:"
7. Rev. 19:6 "And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the
voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth."
There are many languages spoken throughout the world. The Lord speaks to his people
in every nation in their own languages. His voice is on many waters! The Lord doesn't
have anything to learn and he doesn't have to learn new languages in order to
communicate with his people. Furthermore, he doesn't require us to learn a different
language in order for us to communicate with him.
Rev. 1:16
Rev. 1:16 "And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a
sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength."
The "right hand" in the scriptures is the position of honor:
1. Gen. 48:18 "And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is the
firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head."
2. Ex. 15:6 "Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right
hand, O LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy."
3. Deu. 33:2 "And he said, The LORD came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir
unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints:
from his right hand went a fiery law for them."
4. Ps. 16:8 "I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right
hand, I shall not be moved."
5. Ps. 16:11 "Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy;
at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore."
6. Ps. 45:9 "Kings' daughters were among thy honourable women: upon thy right
hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir."
7. Ps. 110:1 "A Psalm of David. The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool."
8. Matt. 25:33 "And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the
left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:"
The seven stars are defined for us in v.20 as the angels of the seven churches. The word,
angel, means messenger. The seven angels therefore are the seven messengers of the
seven churches. The elders or pastors are the chief messengers of the churches. The
honor that the elders or pastors have is the honor that the Lord gives them in making
them elders or pastors. He holds them in his right hand in the position of honor that he
gives them. There is nothing about them that they would receive honor above any other
man, but God has honored them when he calls them to the office of elder or pastor and
enables them to preach the glorious gospel of the grace of Christ.

"And out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword." A sword is an instrument
of war. It is used to destroy the enemy. One that has two edges is a piercing instrument.
Instead of whacking off a body part it is used to pierce a vital organ. The sword is
sometimes used in the scriptures to indicate the word of God. Notice the following
examples:
1. Eph. 6:17 "And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God."
2. Heb. 4:12 "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."
3. Lk. 2:35 "(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."
In Ref. 1 the word of God is referring to the scriptures. And we are to take them as the
one offensive weapon of the whole armor of God. In Ref. 2 the word of God is referring
to the Lord Jesus Christ as the one who is the discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart. In Ref. 3 the sword which pierces through the heart is the convicting word of God.
In our text the word is the spoken word of Jesus Christ. It is said to be a sharp two-edge
sword, i.e., a piercing sword. In the mouth of Jesus it is a instrument of judgment and
pierces to the conviction and condemnation of sin.
"And his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength." In the book of
Malachi the Lord is called the Sun of Righteousness who arises with healing in his wings.
The sun is often used as a symbol of the law. The sun shines with strength. It would not
be advisable to look at the sun directly for any length of time because it would blind you.
The Lord is the judge of all the earth and he judges perfectly and righteously. Every sin
and disobedience receives a just recompense of reward. Therefore the Lord is perfect in
judgment and there is no such thing as anyone ever getting away with anything before
him. But because he is the Sun of righteousness he has redeemed his people thru his
righteous keeping of the law and because he was made to be sin for us who knew no sin
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him (2 Cor. 5:21).
Rev. 1:17-20
Rev. 1:17 "And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 18 I am he that liveth,
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and
of death. 19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the
things which shall be hereafter; 20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in
my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the
seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches."
"And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead." When a child of God sees the
Lord in his glory and his holiness, he sees himself as a sinner condemned by the
righteous laws and judgments of God. Isaiah spoke of his condition in Isaiah Chapter 6
as follows: Is. 6:5 "Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen
the King, the LORD of hosts." Thankfully the Lord doesn't leave us in this condition as

he says unto us, "Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen." If it weren't for the Lord telling us to fear
not we would be left in a state of torment. It is he who lives and was dead. Jesus lived a
perfect life and died on the cross to deliver us from our sins. Now he has arisen from the
grave is alive for evermore, whereby he ever liveth and maketh intercession for us
according to the will of God. As the 8th chapter of Romans says, "Who shall lay any
thing to the charge to God's elect?" Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us.
Christ has the keys of hell and of death. He hasn't given these keys to any man.
Therefore, those who think the keys of hell and death reside in the hands of preachers is
sadly mistaken. They cannot send anyone to hell or eternal death, nor deliver anyone
from hell or eternal death. These keys reside alone in the hands of the Lord and he has
chosen a people to be his before the foundation of the world and he has died to redeem
them from their sins and therefore exempts them from hell and eternal death.
"Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things
which shall be hereafter." There are things which have happened in the past such as
God's election of a people by grace and his covenant of redemption that he made with
himself before the world began and Jesus coming to redeem his people from their sins.
There are things which are and have happened in the present such as the new or spiritual
birth by God's sovereign will and the church kingdom he has set up and all the things
pertaining thereto. There are things which shall be hereafter based on things that have
happened in the past and present: the resurrection of the dead and eternal glory. These
are the things that John had seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be
hereafter. These were the things that John was commanded to write and he did write
according to that commandment.
"The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the
seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the
seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches." As we have stated earlier
in our studies this verse is given to us as the key as to how we can know what the signs in
the book of Revelation mean. The Lord himself gives us the meaning of the signs in his
word. We need not look anywhere else for the meaning of the signs, but rather search the
scriptures for their meaning and this we will do through the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

Rev. 2:1-7
Rev. 2:1 "Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he
that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven
golden candlesticks; 2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou
canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles,
and are not, and hast found them liars: 3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my
name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against
thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 5 Remember therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 6 But this thou hast, that thou
hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate. 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God."
Each of the seven letters is written to the angel of the church. The word, "angel,"
comes from a Greek word meaning messenger. While there are heavenly creatures
known as angels spoken of in the scriptures, yet the word translated angel is also
translated messenger especially when it has reference to men:
1. Matt. 11:10 "For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger
before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee."
2. Mk. 1:2 "As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before
thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee."
3. Lk. 7:24 "And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to speak
unto the people concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed
shaken with the wind?"
4. Lk. 9:52 "And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and entered into
a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him."
5. 2 Cor. 12:7 "And lest I should be exalted above measure through the
abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of
Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure."
6. James 2:25 "Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when
she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?"
The angels of the church are the messengers of the church. Thus the angel of the church
is the pastor or preacher of the church, the one who is to deliver the Lord's message to the
church. Each letter (message) is first sent to the messenger of the church. The messenger
of the church is then to deliver the message to the church. The message first applies to
the messenger. The messenger is to be the leader of the church and most often the church
follows his leadership. So if there are things wrong with the messenger, then it follows
there are usually the same things wrong in the church. When the pastor of the church sets
the proper example, then often, but not always, the members of the church will follow
that example. If what the pastor says is inconsistent with what the pastor does, then often
the congregation will follow the example rather than the precept. Paul said, "be ye
followers of me as I am also of Christ." We are to follow the preacher so long as he is
following Christ. To know whether he is following Christ we must be knowledgeable of
the scriptures.
Next, the message of the messenger comes from what has been written. God gave
the message to John, who in turn was to send the message to the angel of the church. The

same principle applies today. God gave the messages to the apostles and prophets and we
have their written word. From the written word, thru the leadership of the Spirit, the
preacher gets the message to deliver unto the church. In this way it is what the Spirit says
unto the churches.
"These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh
in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks ." It is the Lord who holds the ministry in
his right hand. It is He who called them to the ministry and enabled them to preach the
gospel in power and demonstration of Spirit. It is He who gives them messages to deliver
unto the churches. It is He who blesses their meditations and studies and thoughts and
labors. Without the Lord they can do nothing. Thus the message the church receives
should be received as the Lord's message and not the messenger's message. Praise
belongs to the Lord.
Additionally, he walks in the midst of the churches. He is not an inactive
bystander in the lives of the church members or the church body. He considers our
thoughts afar off. He knows our down sittings and our uprisings. Even the hairs of our
head are all numbered. He knows our needs before we ever ask him. He knows our good
deeds as well as our shortcomings, errors, and sins. It is on this basis that the Lord sent
the message to the church at Ephesus.
"I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience." This particular part of the
passage does not tell us whether the works and labor and patience were good or bad. It
just tells us that the Lord knows them. He knows all about us. He knows whether our
works are good or bad. He knows how much we have labored or how little. He knows
whether we have patiently waited upon the Lord or forged ahead without any direction.
He knows this about us, both individually, and collectively as a church body. We may
fool other churches and other individuals, but we can't fool the Lord. Furthermore if we
have been doing good works, and laboring much in His service, and patiently waited
upon Him, it will not go unrecognized by Him. He will reward our efforts.
"And how thou canst not bear them which are evil." The church at Ephesus was
maintaining good church discipline as set forth in 1 Cor. Chapter 5: 1 Cor. 5:11 "But now
I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with
such an one no not to eat." They could not bear them which are evil, therefore, they had
taken steps to remove them from their fellowship. As 1 Cor. 5:6 tells us, "a little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump?" Furthermore, we are instructed to "Purge out therefore the
old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened." If we are to have and
maintain fellowship with the Lord, then we must maintain good church discipline and
withdraw from every brother that walketh disorderly.
"And thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found
them liars." Paul spoke to the elders at Ephesus in Acts 20:29 "For I know this that after
my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of
your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them." The presence of a false and designing ministry has been an age-old problem for
the church. There had been some to come to the church at Ephesus and claim to be
apostles. The Lord said of false prophets: Matt. 7:16 "Ye shall know them by their
fruits." The church must be ever vigilant for such men can rise up among us or come to
us from outside the church. We must be fruit inspectors. We inspect their fruits by the

word of God. If what they say and do is a departure from the word, then we try them and
find them liars. If they refuse to repent of their false doctrines or practices they advocate
then it becomes necessary that we remove them from our fellowship. The church at
Ephesus had done this and the Lord commended them for it.
"And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and
hast not fainted." The scriptures tell us that we are to bear several things:
1. Lk. 14:27 "And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot
be my disciple."
2. John 15:8 "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye
be my disciples."
3. Rom. 15:1 "We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak,
and not to please ourselves."
4. Gal. 6:2 "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ."
5. 1 John 1:2 "(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear
witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was
manifested unto us;)"
Thus the members of the church at Ephesus had borne their cross, had borne much fruit,
had borne the infirmities of the weak, had borne one another's burdens, and had borne
witness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Furthermore, they had patiently waited upon the Lord
for direction in their lives and for deliverance in the midst of their infirmities and
afflictions and persecutions. In addition they had labored. Now there are many reasons
that a person may labor, but they had labored for the Lord's name sake. They did it
because they loved the Lord and wanted to glorify his name. I can find no greater reason
to labor than this. Sometimes people will start on a project and it becomes too time
consuming, or they get bored with it, or it becomes too arduous a task and they give up
on it and quit (faint). The church at Ephesus was not that way. They continued to labor
for his name sake. They loved the Lord and thought his cause was worth the effort.
"Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love."
The Lord had commended the church at Ephesus for several things that they had done
that were right and needful, yet now he tells them that they had a serious problem. The
problem was so serious that if they didn't correct it they would lose the candlestick
(church). They had left their first love. This does not mean that they had ceased loving
the Lord, because as we have already seen they did indeed love the Lord. They had been
diligent to maintain good church discipline, to try the false ministry, to labor in those
things the Lord had set forth for them, to patiently wait upon the Lord, and not to faint
during times of hardship or discouragement, but to continue on in the worship and service
of the Lord. No doubt thru the ages many churches have ceased to exist who this
description would apply. Outwardly they would appear to be a church in good condition
and zealous of the things of the Lord, yet something was lacking. They had left their first
love. When a person comes to the church, he has seen the glory and holiness of the Lord
and has seen his own sinfulness and been convicted in his heart of his sins. When he
hears the glorious gospel of the grace of Christ, it brings him such sweet and loving
release of his sin guiltiness. Furthermore, it brings him to want to serve the Lord and be
his disciple. Thru great tears of joy he comes to the church and asked to unite with the
church thru water baptism. In this condition he wants others to know what great joy he
has found and to hear the glorious gospel of the grace of Christ. This is our first love, the

burden of the gospel to poor convicted sinners that they may find the same joy and
comfort and peace that we found. Paul said, "Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to
God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal
of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness,
and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto
the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth." When we lose that heart's desire and prayer to God for God's people
dwelling in ignorance of the fact that Christ is the end of the law for righteousness, we
have left our first love.
"Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent." As we have previously shown, leaving our first love is to lose
the burden of the going forth of the gospel to those of God's elect who are ignorant of its
message. We become complacent and satisfied that we hear the gospel preached
regularly and rejoice in it and think that is all that is necessary for the church. Paul
commended the church at Thessalonica for their efforts in the spread of the gospel: 1
Thes. 1:5 "For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among
you for your sake. 6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 7 So that ye were ensamples to all
that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is
spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 9 For they themselves show of us
what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God; 10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us." Now you may say to me, "I invited my
relatives and friends and neighbors to come hear the gospel preached and no one ever
come so I quit trying." The problem with many of our efforts is that we fail to recognize
that only the Lord opens doors. We attempt to open doors to people who have not felt the
burden of sin-guiltiness or who are not seeking the kingdom of God. We need to pray
that God will open the doors and to wait on him to do so. The following verses of
scripture illustrate this principle:
1. Acts 14:27 "And when they were come, and had gathered the church together,
they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith
unto the Gentiles."
2. 1 Cor. 16:9 "For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are
many adversaries."
3. Col. 4:3 "Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of
utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:"
4. 2 Cor. 2:12 "Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and
a door was opened unto me of the Lord."
5. Rev. 3:7 "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things
saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no
man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth."
These verses illustrate the need for the Lord to open the door and when he opens the door
it will be effectual. Our responsibility is to carry a hearts burden for the Lord's people

and to pray that God will open the door of faith to them. God is faithful and he will keep
his promises. In this manner the gospel goes forth to those of God's burdened people
beyond the bounds of the local church.
"But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also
hate." The word, Nicolaitanes, is a contraction of the words Nicolas and laity. Nicolas
was a preacher. The term Nicolaitanes carries the concept of a layered organization in
which the ministry is over the laity (common people in the church). This concept is
completely contrary to the teaching of God's word. Jesus Christ is said to be the only
head of the church: Eph. 1:22 "And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be
the head over all things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth
all in all." The term Nicolaitanes therefore refers to man's organization. Men have often
thought they could organize things better than that set forth in God's word. From man's
organization has come forth a hierarchal ministry, Sunday schools, mission societies,
mission boards, preachers colleges, youth camps, preachers seminars, and the concept of
tithing, salaried ministry, raising money for foreign mission work, etc. The Lord said he
hates the deeds of the Nicolaitanes. The church at Ephesus also hated the deeds of the
Nicolaitanes. We also should hate the deeds of the Nicolaitanes.
"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches." This
verse of scripture destroys Arminianism. It takes the Lord's message and restricts it to
those that have ears. The Spirit speaks to those that have ears, and not to anyone else.
You may say, "But everybody has ears." It is not speaking of natural ears for 1 Cor. 2:14
"But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." The natural
man with natural ears cannot hear the things of the Spirit. He must have spiritual ears in
which to hear. He must first be born of the Spirit before he can have spiritual ears. Thus
only the Lord can give one a spiritual ear. The gospel can only be received by those with
spiritual ears. The gospel as well as the scriptures is only directed to those who are born
of the Spirit: 2 Tim. 3:16 "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." Thus the scripture is
directed to the man of God (those who are born of the Spirit). To those who have
spiritual ears the Lord speaks to us through his word and especially through the preaching
of his word. We need to give heed to the things he says to us.
"To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst
of the paradise of God." The phrase, "tree of life" is found in several verses of scripture:
1. Gen. 2:9 "And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that
is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden,
and the tree of knowledge of good and evil."
2. Gen. 3:22 "And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us,
to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of
life, and eat, and live for ever: 23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the
garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 24 So he drove out the man;
and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which
turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life."
3. Prov. 3:18 "She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is
every one that retaineth her."

4. Prov. 20:30 "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth
souls is wise."
5. Prov. 15:4 "A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a
breach in the spirit."
6. Rev. 22:2 "In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was
there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every
month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations."
7. Rev. 22:14 "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city."
Obviously more than one tree of life is referenced in these passages of scripture. The tree
of life in ref. 1 and 2 is the Lord Jesus Christ. Wisdom is the tree of life in Ref. 3. The
righteous living of God's people is the tree of life in Ref. 4. The wholesome tongue of
God's elect is the tree of life in Ref. 5. Ref. 6 and 7 speaks of the tree of life as being a
"her." The Lord is never referred to as her in the scriptures. Thus these references to the
tree of life are speaking to us of the church.
The word, paradise, appears only three times in the scripture and all three in the
New Testament. The first two times the reference is pretty clear to mean the glory world.
However, Eden, in the Old Testament appears to have a context like that of Rev. 2:7 in
that the tree of life in Gen. Chapter 2 is located in the midst of Eden. Thus paradise is
where the tree of life is located. The kingdom of God is where the church is located in
this time world. Similarly the kingdom of God will be delivered up in the resurrection
and all the elect will be in the kingdom of God at that time.
When we overcome the obstacles and persecutions and problems and troubles that
come against us and the church we are permitted to eat of the fruits of the church in this
time world. The proclamation of the word of God is the main fruit that we eat of.
Rev. 2:8-11
Rev. 2:8 "And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith
the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; 9 I know thy works, and tribulation,
and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are
Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 10 Fear none of those things which
thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be
tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life. 11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death."
"And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write." Here again we see the letter
being sent to the messenger of the church who then is to deliver the message to the
church in Smyrna. Please note that this is the Lord's means of delivering his message to
the churches. This message is generally delivered thru the preaching of the word,
however, it is sometimes delivered thru written messages or thru one on one
conversations with the individual church members.
"These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive." Of course
this has reference to Jesus Christ for he is the one who is the first and the last and he is
the one who was dead, and is alive. Often we get bogged down in our circumstances and
don't see the end of a matter and we worry and fret over it and often times needlessly.
The end result often turns out to be much better than we ever thought it would be. Since

Jesus Christ is the first and the last, he KNOWS the end from the beginning. He knows
the end result and what he tells us we can count on to come to pass as he has told us.
Also, since Jesus is the first and the last, what he starts, he also finishes and it always
turns out just as he wanted it to. Furthermore, Jesus is the one who was dead and is alive.
Jesus suffered more than anyone ever has or ever will as he was made to be sin for us
who knew no sin, that we may be made the righteousness of God in him. Jesus suffered
the wrathful judgment of God for our sins in order to satisfy God's divine judgment.
Jesus also suffered many and great things at the hands of men, but that all pales in
comparison to what he suffered on the cross under the wrathful judgment of God. But his
suffering and death on the cross wasn't the end of the matter. He arose the third day,
victorious over the grave never to die again. The end result of that suffering was the
greatest of all victories. As the song writer says, "Because he lives we shall live also."
There were many things that the members of the church in Smyrna had suffered and were
to suffer for Jesus' names sake. Yet the end blessing would be far richer and better than
all the suffering combined.
The church in Smyrna had suffered tribulations and poverty and persecutions,
some were to be cast into prison and tried, tribulations were to follow with some
suffering death for the cause of Christ. Yet the Lord said they were rich! While few of
us in this day have gone through any where near as much sufferings, persecutions, trials,
famines, tribulations, and afflictions as the members of the church of Smyrna had to
endure, yet such things to some degree do happen to every true disciple of Christ. While
it is true that the members of the church in Smyrna were not perfect, yet this is the only
church of the seven that based on the messages didn't have anything seriously wrong that
needed correction. Based on the statement the Lord made, "But thou art rich," we can
conclude that this church in Smyrna was receiving exceeding blessings in the midst of
their sufferings.
Tribulations, sufferings, persecutions, afflictions, poverty, and trials are needful in
our lives if we are to experiences the richness of God's fellowship and blessings in this
life. Please notice the blessings in the following verses of scripture:
1. Zep. 3:12 "I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people,
and they shall trust in the name of the LORD."
2. Matt. 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
3. Matt. 5:4 "Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted."
4. Matt. 5:10 "Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they
the prophets which were before you."
5. Acts 14:22 "Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of
God."
6. James 1:2 "My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing."
7. Rom. 5:3 "And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And

hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us."
8. 1 Pet. 1:6 "Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye
are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:"
The above passages of scripture are just a small sampling of the verses that tells us of the
blessings of sufferings, persecutions, poverty, tribulations, and trials. We can draw the
following conclusions from the above verses:
1. We are blessed when we feel the afflictions of our sin-guiltiness and feel to be
poor in spirit for this leads us to call upon the name of the Lord.
2. Also we are blessed when we feel to be so poor in spirit for at that time we are
in possession of the Kingdom of heaven.
3. We are blessed to mourn over our sins, for when we do so the Lord comforts
us and shows us that he has redeemed us from our sins.
4. Again we are blessed when we are persecuted to possess the kingdom of
heaven and we can rejoice and be exceeding glad to be counted worthy to suffer for his
names' sake.
5. It is through much tribulation that we enter to the kingdom of heaven here on
earth and rejoice in the fellowship of God and fellow saints who are traveling the
pathway of discipleship.
6. Tribulations, temptations, trials, and persecutions test our faith and works a
patient waiting upon the Lord in our lives.
7. Tribulations work or exercise our patience, which in turn leads us to
experience the deliverances of the Lord in our lives, which causes us to hope in the future
working and deliverances of the Lord in our lives and ultimately to trust that the Lord
will keep his promise and deliver us eternally.
8. The trying of our faith ultimately works to the praise, honor, and glory of God.
The churches of Macedonia are set forth for a great example of the riches of blessings in
the midst of sufferings as set forth in the following passage: 2 Cor. 8:1 "Moreover,
brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 2
How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty
abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and
beyond their power they were willing of themselves; 4 Praying us with much entreaty
that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the
saints. 5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord,
and unto us by the will of God. 6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun,
so he would also finish in you the same grace also."
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." This is not
teaching that some will have a crown of life in glory and others won't. Rather this crown
of life is something we have while we live here in time: James 1:12 "Blessed is the man
that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which
the Lord hath promised to them that love him." Notice it says that the man will receive
the crown of life "when" his is tried. Thus the crown is there as he walks in faithfulness
in the midst of the trials of life. Therefore, this crown is worn while we live faithfully.
To be faithful unto death is a great testimony to our lives.

"He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death." The second death is
defined for us in Rev. 20:14 "And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death." All the non-elect will be cast in the lake of fire as an eternal
punishment for their sins. The elect will not be cast into the lake of fire as Christ has died
to redeem them from their sins. The question before us is, "Can the elect be hurt of the
second death?" The answer is yes. While they will not and cannot be cast into the lake
of fire in the end of time, yet they can suffer hell in this life. Jonah experienced this in
Jon. 2:2 "And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me;
out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice." Hell in the scriptures is
described as a place of torment: Lk. 16:28 "For I have five brethren; that he may testify
unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment." 1 John 4:18 "There is no fear
in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not
made perfect in love." When one of God's elect finds himself walking after the flesh,
such as in unforgiveness he is tormented in his own mind. This is being hurt of the
second death. Thus while the elect cannot be eternally cast into the lake of fire, they can
be hurt of the second death while they journey in this time world. That is why it is
needful that we "overcome" and walk by faith and not by sight.
Rev. 2:12-17
Rev. 2:12 "And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith
he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; 13 I know thy works and where thou
dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied
my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain
among you, where Satan dwelleth. 14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou
hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a
stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to
commit fornication. 15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes,
which thing I hate. 16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against
them with the sword of my mouth. 17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna,
and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man
knoweth saving he that receiveth it."
"These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges." In this
message we find the church has some things that need to be cut out and Jesus with the
sharp sword with two edges is the one who will cut it out. There are times that all of us
as individuals and collectively as church bodies have things that are amiss and need to be
cut out: the Lord said in Matt. 5:29 "And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and
cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and
not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut
it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should
perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell." Thus whether it be things
about our belief system or lifestyle or offending members of the church that must
undergo church discipline, they must be cut out if the body of the church is to survive and
prosper in the Lord's service.
"I know thy works and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is." Again
the Lord knows the works of every one of his children and the works of every one of his

local assemblies. He knows whether they are good works or evil works. The church at
Pergamos had not denied the faith, so there were at least some good works present in this
church. One of the great obstacles the church had to overcome is that they dwelled in a
less than ideal situation. They dwelled where Satan's seat is. The seat is the place of
government. As we view the things that are happening and rapidly increasing in this
country at this time, it would not be far-fetched to say that we are dwelling where Satan's
seat is today. Wickedness is abounding and the laws of God have been greatly ignored
by God's people. In times of great wickedness there are many temptations to evil and
also much persecution against the good, especially against the true worship of God.
"And thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days
wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan
dwelleth." The church at Pergamos was holding fast the name of Jesus Christ and had
not denied the faith of Jesus Christ. This was true, even though there was great
persecution taking place and great temptations present. The faith under consideration is
the "faith that was once delivered unto the saints." They held fast to this faith and would
not deny the name of Jesus and manifest their belief in the grace of Christ and that eternal
salvation was by grace and not of works. Furthermore, because they held fast the name
of Jesus and had not denied his faith, they were holding to the government and order that
Christ had given to the church and is plainly taught in the word of God. These things we
need to take heed to today, even though there are those who are given to change who
have walked among us. The church, its government, and its doctrine and practice need
no changes, for it was given to us by our Lord and Master Jesus Christ. No doubt in the
church at Pergamos there was some fearfulness as the faithful witness, Antipas, was slain
for holding and maintaining the truth. Another example in the scriptures of a faithful
martyr is Stephen who was stoned to death and yet did not deny the name of Jesus or the
faith of Jesus Christ. For the true disciples of the Lord, the martyrdom of the saints just
strengthens their resolve not to give in to the world or Satan, but to be obedient to the
cause of Jesus Christ. While we might like to be in some isolated outpost somewhere far
away from the gross temptations and seat of Satan, yet it is usually not possible to do so.
However, this never gives us an excuse to stray from the true path of righteousness that
the Lord has set for us in the strait gate and narrow way of discipleship. The Lord is our
helper and deliverer and we must constantly look to him and his word for the things that
we stand in need of.
"But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of
Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication." Balak, the king of
the Moabites, had hired the prophet Balaam to come and curse Israel, but God forbade
the prophet to curse Israel, but rather blessed them three times. Man could not put a
curse on Israel, but Israel could bring a curse upon themselves. Balaam in his teaching
(doctrine) taught Balak to seduce the Israelites to eat things sacrificed unto idols and to
commit fornication. As a consequence of Israel doing this we find: Num. 31:16 "Behold,
these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass
against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation
of the LORD." Thus Israel had brought a plague upon themselves because they had
succumbed to the seduction of the Moabites who took counsel from Balaam.

To eat things sacrificed unto idols is another way of saying that they had
fellowship with the idols. The idols were images of the false Gods that the heathen
worshipped at that time. 2 Cor. 6:14 "Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple
of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." Thus the scriptures plainly teach us
that we are not have fellowship with any other god other than our God. The church at
Pergamos had some among them some that wanted to have fellowship with other gods.
They wanted to mix and mingle in fellowship with people who believed differently than
they did. They also committed fornication. Now natural fornication is plainly taught
against in the scriptures and I Cor. Chapter 5 tells us to withdraw from such. However,
the lesson being taught here is spiritual fornication. When some in the church at
Pergamos had wanted to have fellowship with other gods, they by having fellowship in
worship were committing spiritual fornication with those false gods. Now we know that
in the Old Testament there are stocks of trees and molded and graven images that were
the images of false gods that people literally bowed down to and worshipped. Today
idolatry is oftentimes much more subtle. John speaks of antichrists: 1 John 2:18 "Little
children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are
there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time." The antecedent, "anti,"
literally means "vice" or "one in the place of." Normally most people think of the word
antichrist as meaning one in opposition to Christ. While this is true, yet the meaning is
far more subtle in that the antichrists are designed to appear as though they were Christ.
In other words, it is a false Christ dressed up to appear that it is Christ. This is part of
Satan's deception. According to 2 Cor. 11:13 "For such are false apostles, deceitful
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for
Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his
ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works." Also in 2 Cor. 11:4 "For if he that cometh preacheth another
Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not
received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him."
Thus the scriptures speak of another Jesus, another gospel, another spirit, false apostles,
deceitful workers, Satan transformed into an angel of light, and Satan's ministers
transformed into ministers of righteousness. Today there is a legion of antichrists, false
ministers, false gospels, false spirits, and deceitful workers. For the Lord's true church to
join in fellowship with these or to join worship with these would be to commit spiritual
fornication. We cannot commune with them, or accept their so-called baptism, or accept
their ordinations or any of their works. For us to accept any of their baptisms or to
commune with them or to accept their ordinations is to legitimize them in our eyes and to
accept their false Jesus. We cannot continue to be a true church of Christ and accept
those things.

"So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I
hate." In the letter to the church of the Ephesians we found that the church at Ephesus
hated the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which God also hated. The Nicolaitanes were a
hierarchal or layered form of church government. Today we find that form of
government often includes a layered ministry with priests, bishops and popes. Others
have only one layer for the ministry, but have organizations above the local church, such
as headquarters, mission boards, Sunday school boards, fellowship societies, etc. The
Lord said he hated such deeds. In this letter to the church in Pergamos the Lord chastises
the church because they had present some who held to the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes.
The doctrine is designed to work in conjunction with the deeds. This hierarchal form of
organization arose because of the pride of men in the ministry and because of the desire
for filthy lucre. There were and are those who preach things they ought not for filthy
lucre sake. Thus they were desirous of honor and money. To support their desires they
needed a money based organization. To accomplish this, they brought in the Old
Testament practice of tithing as a way of extorting money from the people. Thru tithing
they support a salaried ministry, foreign missions, and mission boards, and organizations
above the local assembly. To get the people to go along with this scheme they designed a
purpose for their gospel that is contrary to the word of God. They made the gospel and
the preaching of the gospel a necessary means in the eternal salvation of people. Thus
they could beg money from the people and tax them thru tithes. This false gospel or as
Paul called it a perverted gospel in Gal. 1:6 "I marvel that ye are so soon removed from
him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another;
but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any
man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed."
Thus the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes was to teach a false Christ and a false gospel,
teaching the people that they must hear the gospel (perverted gospel), believe the gospel,
repent, be baptized, and accept the Lord (antichrist) as their personal savior or they would
be eternally lost. They also taught the people that they must give a tithe so that a ministry
could be sent into foreign lands to give people a chance to be saved eternally. According
to the message to the church in Pergamos, the Lord hates this doctrine.
"Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with
the sword of my mouth." While it wasn't the whole church who held to above errors, but
just a few in the church, yet the church is said to repent. The error of the church was that
it was allowing those few to continue to teach their false fellowship and false gospel.
They were to be admonished to cease such teachings and practices. If after two
admonitions they continued then they were to take the action set forth in Tit. 3:10 "A man
that is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject." Thus if they continued in
their heretical doctrine and practices after two admonitions they were to be rejected by
the church (fellowship withdrawn). The church was told to repent or else the Lord
himself would fight against them with the sword of his mouth. This would bring
condemnation not only against the offending parties, but the whole church would suffer
condemnation because they failed to take the proper action.
"To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna." Manna was
food that God gave to the children of Israel as they journeyed in the wilderness. It

appeared on the ground as hoar frost in the morning and the people had to go out and
gather it every day except for the Sabbath day. It was their primary sustenance
throughout their wilderness journeying. Today there is manna that is not seen with the
natural eye, but is designed to sustain God's born again people who are journeying here in
a world devoid of spiritual food, except that which God gives. Often times we receive
this in the preaching of the gospel or in our meditations and studies of God's word. This
is hidden from the world, but revealed to God's obedient children. When we overcome
the false doctrines and practices of the world and hold to the true doctrine of the grace of
Christ and separate ourselves from worldly religions, we are permitted to eat freely of
this hidden manna that encourages and sustains us spiritually.
"And will give him a white stone." While it is true that God's elect are sometimes
represented by stones, such as the twelve stones in the breastplate of judgment of the
High Priest and in the lively stones in 1 Pet. 2:5 "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ," yet this verse doesn't say that the Lord would make them stones, but rather
that they would be given a "white stone." In olden times when an army was taken captive
by its enemy, the enemy would have a bag of stones and the soldiers would draw stones
to see if they were to live or to die. If the soldier drew a white stone he would live, but if
he drew a black stone he would die. White is the bible color of righteousness, whereas,
black is the bible color for sin. Thus the giving of the white stone indicates that the one
who receives it would live, but the one who received the black stone would die. When
the Lord's disciples overcome the obstacles to true discipleship they live in continued
fellowship and true worship with the Lord. Contrariwise, those who don't overcome die
to the true fellowship and true worship of the Lord. Now we know that none of the elect
will ever lose their eternal life, yet they can die to the fellowship of the Lord:
1. Luke 15:24 "For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is
found. And they began to be merry."
2. Luke 15:32 "It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy
brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found."
3. 1 Tim. 5:6 "But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth."
"And in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that
receiveth it." There are examples in the scriptures of name changes:
1. Gen. 17:5 "Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name
shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee."
2. Gen. 17:15 "And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not
call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be."
3. Gen. 32:28 "And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel:
for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed."
4. Is. 62:4 "Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any
more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for
the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married."
5. Acts 13:9 "Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set
his eyes on him."
6. John 1:42 "And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said,
Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A
stone."

A name is used in the scriptures to identify and describe the person it is given to.
With each of the name changes above there was also a change in the individual or group
to which it was given. When a person overcomes a change takes place in his life and he
is a changed person as a result. Mk. 8:35 "For whosoever will save his life shall lose it;
but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it."
Saul was a good illustration of this principle. He was a product of Judaism and he
prospered in the Jews religion to the extent that he was the greatest persecutor of the
Lord's church up until the day he was struck down on the road to Damascus. Afterwards
he was a changed man. He lost his former life to live for Christ's sake and the gospel.
When a person overcomes and presses into the kingdom of heaven, he likewise has a
change of life, losing his former life, and living his new life in the kingdom of God.
While we may not undergo a literal name change, yet we are changed and have a new
name that only the one who receives it knows.
Rev. 2:18-29
Rev. 2:18 "And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith
the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine
brass; 19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy
works; and the last to be more than the first. 20 Notwithstanding I have a few things
against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things
sacrificed unto idols. 21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she
repented not. 22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with
her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 23 And I will kill her children
with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and
hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. 24 But unto you I
say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not
known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 25 But
that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth
my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 27 And he shall rule
them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as
I received of my Father. 28 And I will give him the morning star. 29 He that hath an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
Each of the seven churches seem to have a situation that is peculiar to that
particular church. While they all shared a lot of things in common, yet each was a little
different in their situation. This is true for the Lord's churches today. We all share the
same doctrine and practice that is given to us of the Lord. We have the same church
government. Yet the influences around us are generally a little different than many of our
sister churches are faced with. The church at Ephesus had left her first love; the church at
Smyrna was in the midst of great persecution and suffering; the church at Pergamos was
situated in the midst of great evil; and the church at Thyatira was plagued with outside
influences. This is a problem that many of the churches of our day and age are faced
with. Today there is the time of mass and rapid communication. Television, radio, and
the print media have never been so technologically rapid about bringing each of us
information and often the information is false or harmful.

"These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire,
and his feet are like fine brass." The Lord speaks to this church on the basis of his deity
(Son of God) and as the Judge of sin (who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire) and on
the basis of his redemption of sin by suffering in our stead (his feet are like fine brass).
As the judge of all the earth God judges all sin, yet as the redeemer of the elect he has
judged our sins at the cross and put them away as far as the east is from the west. The
Lord not only judges sin from an eternal aspect, he also judges sin in a temporal manner
as well. As the scripture say, "Whom he loveth, he chasteneth."
"I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy
works; and the last to be more than the first." The Lord commended this church for some
really good things that they were doing. First they had works, and the Lord tells us in
Eph. 2:10, "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before prepared that we should walk in them." The Lord also said, "Herein is
my Father glorified, that you bring forth much fruit." Also, "Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in
heaven.
Next, he commended them for their charity. 1 Cor. Chapter 13 is all about
charity. The scriptures say, "God is love." The first and second greatest commandments
tell us about how we are to love God and to love our neighbor. John said, "We know that
we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." The Lord said, "A
new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another as I have loved you." Also,
in 1st John we read, "Whosoever loveth is born of God."
Further, he commended them for their service. Every one of God's elect has a
service to perform. The Lord has given each of us talents that we should use them to his
name's honor and glory. Gal. 5:13 "For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only
use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another." In addition
there are several verses of scripture which speak to us about serving God.
He also commended them for their faith. We are to walk by faith and not by
sight. Our faith should be evident to those about us: Rom. 1:8 "First, I thank my God
through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world."
We are to take the shield of faith, that we might be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. Faith leads to good works: 1 Th. 1:3 "Remembering without ceasing your work
of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of
God and our Father." Our faith is to grow: 2 Th. 1:3 "We are bound to thank God always
for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the
charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth."
In addition, the Lord commended them for their patience. Waiting upon the Lord
is something that we all need to learn to do. The Lord told the disciples just before his
ascension into heaven, to tarry at Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on high.
Too often we try to solve our problems or difficulties, before we consult the Lord or wait
for his answer. This always leads to trouble. The scriptures speak to us about those who
bring forth fruit with patience: Lk.8: 15 "But that on the good ground are they, which in
an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with
patience." We are living in an age of people wanting instant gratification. We want
things and we want them now. This never works in the service of the Lord. We must

wait upon him and recognize that he works according to his will in the army of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the world.
The Lord commended the church the second time for their works and that the
latter to be more than the former. Thus the church had increased in good works.
Spiritual growth is something needful for us as individuals and as church bodies. We are
not to be stagnant in the service of God. We are to increase more and more in good
works in his service. This, of course, abounds to the honor and glory of God.
"Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that
woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to
commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols." Jezebel in the Old Testament
was the wife of a wicked king of Israel named Ahab and the daughter of Ethbaal, the
King of the Zidonians. The children of Israel were not supposed to marry the Zidonians.
Thus Jezebel was an illegitimate Queen. She was also a very wicked person and was
responsible for promoting the worship of Baal to the vast majority of the children of
Israel. The Jezebel in the book of Revelations called herself a prophetess. She was
illegitimate and not really a prophetess. The scripture does not say that she was ever a
part of the church at Thyatira, but that her teachings were affecting some in the church at
Thyatira. Her teachings and practices were seducing the servants of the church at
Thyatira to commit spiritual fornication and to fellowship idolatry (to eat things
sacrificed to idols). I personally have seen members of churches that I have tried to serve
promote ideas such as faith healing, tithing, charismatic gifts, gospel regeneration, youth
camps, and Sunday schools within the churches that I have tried to serve. These ideas
didn't originate in the Lord's church but come into the church by outside influences.
There are Jezebels outside the church whose teachings and practices can influence the
members of the church. The gospel ministers of the Lord are to be watchmen on the wall
and to give warning against such practices coming into the church. Furthermore, they are
to warn the church members about listening to false teachers and preachers. They are to
be aware of the influences being brought before the members of the church and to be
ready to point out error and preach the truth. When God's people in his church begin to
interact with the doctrines and practices of the Jezebels they are committing spiritual
fornication and fellowshipping idolatry. Any worship that is not in spirit and in truth is
simply the worship of idols.
"And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not."
Apparently this Jezebel didn't start out as a fornicator and idolater, but had gone off into
such. The Lord gave her space to repent and she repented not. The Lord is longsuffering
and even to those who have gone off into error. He warns them and gives them
opportunity to repent. If, however, they don't repent then there are consequences to
follow. Jezebel of the Old Testament continued on in her promoting the worship and
service of Baal, even though she was aware of what God had done through Elijah who
had withstood the prophets of Baal and the grove. God had answered by fire upon
Elijah's sacrifice and the prophets of Baal and the grove, being 850, had been destroyed.
Yet Jezebel continued to serve and promote the worship of Baal and also threatened to
destroy the Lord's prophet Elijah. Ultimately she was destroyed because of this.
"Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into
great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds." This is a grave warning not only to
the teacher of false doctrine and practice, but to the followers as well. There is a price to

be paid for rebellion against the Lord. The tribulation is great regardless of the form that
it may take. Tribulation can take many forms. It can simply be the consequences of the
sin that one partakes of. Today, for instance, the disease of AIDS is chiefly the
consequence of ignoring the laws of God that he has given to us concerning fornication
and adultery. If all people would practice monogamy in their sexual relations, AIDS
would disappear in a few years. Similarly, spiritual fornication can and often leads to
bondage and fear and mental torment in the lives of those who practice it.
"And I will kill her children with death." Her children are the ones in the church
who had followed her pernicious teachings. Failure to repent would result in them being
killed with death. There are at least five deaths taught in the scriptures: caporal death, the
second death, death in trespasses and sins, dead to sin, and death to fellowship. The
death in this context is the death to fellowship. We read the following in 2 Cor. 6:14 "Be
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 15 And what
concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 16
And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty." There can be no mixing of true worship with false worship. There can be no
mixing of Christ with Belial. There can be no agreement between the temple of God and
idols. If we strive to mix fellowship between the two then we will become dead to the
true worship and service of God and to the true fellowship of God and those who worship
and serve him in Spirit and in truth.
"And all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and
hearts." The reins are the controls and the hearts are the seat of affections. If our
controls are not by a "thus saith the Lord," according to God's word, and if our affections
are not on things above, but rather on temporal desires, then God will search us out and
give us space to repent and if we fail to repent He will kill us to the true fellowship and
worship of God. We may be able to fool others, but God searches both our reins and our
hearts. Furthermore, this is an admonishment to the churches to take the scriptural steps
to keep worldly influences out of the church, especially influences that lead to false
worship and practices. Further, if such does find its way into the church, then the church
must apply appropriate discipline to the offending members.
"And I will give unto every one of you according to your works." Gal. 6:7 "Be
not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for
in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." Thus God rewards us according to our
works. If our works are after the flesh we are rewarded with corruption. If our works are
after the Spirit, then we reap the blessings of the fruit of that everlasting life that he has
given us. This principle is also taught in Rom. 2:5 "But after thy hardness and impenitent
heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God; 6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:

7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and
immortality, eternal life: 8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth,
but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every
soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; 10 But glory, honour,
and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile."
While our inheritance in the glory world is by grace, the Lord rewards our service here in
time.
"But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this
doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon
you none other burden." It is amazing to me how that the Lord is able to single out the
offending parties and punishes only them. I am sure that each of us can remember
circumstances when someone in a group would commit a wrong and the whole group
would be punished. In this church the Lord had singled out the Jezebel disciples and
gave warning unto them to either repent or suffer the consequences. The rest of the
church was not so admonished. God had directed his judgment to the offending parties
only.
"But that which ye have already hold fast till I come." Obviously the Lord was
not telling the members of this church to hold fast till he come in the resurrection. Rather
he was telling them to hold fast till he come to reward them for their faithful service.
This church had several good things: they had good works; they had charity; they had
faith; they had patience; and they were growing in good works. Hold fast is defined as
have, hold (fast), keep (in memory), let, make toward, possess, retain, seize on, stay, and
take. Thus the church was to keep in memory the things which the Lord had blessed
them with. They were to possess it and retain it. They were to seize on it and stay with it
as set forth in the following verses:
1. 1 Thes. 5:21 "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good."
2. 2 Tim. 1:13 "Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me,
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus."
3. Heb. 4:14 "Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession."
4. Heb. 10:23 "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for
he is faithful that promised;)"
5. Heb. 2:1 "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip."
6. 2 Pet. 1:12 "Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in
remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present
truth. 13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting
you in remembrance; 14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as
our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me. 15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able
after my decease to have these things always in remembrance."
7. 2 Thes. 2:15 "Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye
have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle."
Thus there are things that we need to hold fast to and not let them go. Therefore, we
must continually be reminded or remind ourselves thru study of his word and diligently
following its precepts so as not to lose those things.

"And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give
power over the nations: 27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a
potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father." As with the
letters to all the churches there is a promise from God of blessing for overcoming. Some
have taken the statement here of ruling the nations with a rod of iron as meaning this
must apply only to the Lord and therefore it is the Lord only that overcomes. However,
this is not true for we read the statement, "even as I received of my Father," and thus the
comparison is to the Lord himself having received of the Father to rule the nations with a
rod of iron. Thus as the Lord himself received of the Father that he would rule the
nations with a rod of iron, it is also given to those who overcome to rule the nations with
a rod of iron. Everyone has a sphere of influence, a world in which he lives. The Lord is
over all things and he rules over all things. Our world or sphere of influence is generally
limited to our friends, coworkers, family, and church members. These make up our
world. The word, rule, comes from the Greek word, "poimaino," meaning to lead or tend
as a shepherd. As disciples, when we overcome and do as the Lord has instructed us,
then we become an example unto others in our world to follow. Paul said, "Be ye
followers of me, even as I also am of Christ." We are to follow others as they follow
Christ. As parents often our children follow our example. As an employee, our
coworkers notice the example and lifestyle of those around them and when they see
someone living a godly life, they take note and sometimes desire to emulate that walk.
Church members, especially, notice the godly lifestyles of those who live uprightly. Thus
as we overcome, we become leaders (rulers) of others who desire to follow our godly
lifestyle.
It is said that they would rule the nations (their world) with a rod of iron. The rod
is the scriptural emblem of authority. Iron indicates strength and is the emblem of
bondage. The word of God is our authority for how we live our lives and the strength of
it binds us to serve the Lord Jesus Christ.
"And I will give him the morning star." Jesus is said in Rev. Chapter 22 to be the
bright and morning star. The word, morning, as used here, comes from the Greek word,
"proinos," and means pertaining to the dawn. In a natural sense, the morning star would
be the sun when it first arises at the dawning of a new day. That morning star burst forth
with light on a dark horizon. We often live in the darkness of our own benighted and
mind and soul and troubles and problems abound around us, yet there are times in our
lives that the Lord springs forth and we contemplate his attributes and works and his
grace, mercy, and love towards us and this is as the morning star arising and driving the
darkness away. The Lord is said to be the Sun of Righteousness: Mal. 4:2 "But unto you
that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye
shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall." The Lord arising in our benighted
heart comes forth with healing in his wings. When the darkness of sin darkens all hope,
then the Lord arises to drive away our gloom of sin-guiltiness and causes us to see that he
has shed his blood to redeem us from our sins. When problems arise to darken our
outlook, then the Lord arises to show us the solution to our problems and heal us of our
gloom. When persecutions with their fears darken our life, then the Lord arises with
blessing upon us to heal our doubts. He is indeed the morning star of our lives.

Rev. 3:1-6
3:1 "And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that
hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which
remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God. 3
Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If
therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know
what hour I will come upon thee. 4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 5 He
that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his
name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his
angels. 6 He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
The situation with the church in Sardis was one of conflicting appearance and
reality. On the one hand the church had a perception of being a lively church. This
perception probably was both from within the body of the church and without to other
churches looking on this church and thinking it was a lively church. Church activity and
being busy can bring about this perception. A church with a lot of activities can bring
about this appearance. I have seen churches that have had activities for the youth such as
games and wiener roasts and hay rides and youth camps. Also I have seen churches that
have had weekly fellowship meetings and quilting circles and like activities. I have also
seen that people within those churches and without those churches look upon those socalled active churches and say that they were lively churches. While the Lord's church is
a social body and fellowship is important, there is nothing in the scriptures to indicate the
church is primarily a social body and that social activities is to be the main thrust of the
church's activities. The church was designed by God to worship God, bear witness to his
name, to promote spiritual growth in its members, and to feed the Lord's people with the
truth. When a church becomes known for its social activities it is reflecting the condition
of the church in Sardis. They had substituted social activities for the true worship of
God, for spiritual growth, and for feeding the Lord's people with the truth.
"These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars."
The Lord spoke to the church in Sardis on the basis of the completeness of the work of
the Holy Spirit and the fact that he has the seven stars (messengers of the churches).
When a spirit arises in the church that is contrary to the work of the Holy Spirit, the one
who knows all things and sees all things will make it manifest that such a spirit is wrong.
The Lord also holds the seven stars in his right hand and when a church begins to possess
a spirit that is contrary to the Holy Spirit, it is imperative that the pastor or messenger of
the church warn the church to repent of such a spirit. The church in Sardis had a spirit of
social activism and that was the driving spirit of the activities of most of its members.
Often such a spirit arises from the mistaken belief that the church must provide some
activities to maintain interest in the church, especially interest by the young people. How
often I have heard the statement, "We need something for the young people." The truth is
the church has been provided by her master with everything she needs for people of all
age groups including the young people. For every one of God's people we need the
gospel to be preached in power and demonstration of spirit, we need for God's people to
repent and take up their crosses and follow Jesus, we need to be fed from the word of
God, we need to read and study our bibles, we need to apply these precious truths to our

lives, we need to grow spiritually, we need to use the gifts that God has given us to his
name's honor and glory and to the benefit of his people, we need to worship God in Spirit
and in truth. We also need for the gospel ministers to preach the whole counsel of God
including warning the Lord's people about dangers and errors and sinful practices that
should not be engaged in or tolerated by the church. This applies to the young as well as
the old and those in between. Some things that are needed apply specifically for the
young and that is that parents train up their children in the way that they should go and
that fathers bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and that
mothers guide the household and that children honor their father and mother. Social
activities should not be the main thrust of the church, but doing those things listed above
should have far more importance.
"I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 2 Be
watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not
found thy works perfect before God." Reality can be quite different from perception.
The church in Sardis had a name among people that they were alive, yet God said that
they were dead. The reality is that they were dead. The perception was that they were
alive. The church in Sardis because of their emphasis on social activism and substituting
that for true spirituality had become dead to the true worship and service of God.
Excitement is often mistaken for spirituality. People can become excited about social
activities and think that what they are doing is so important, when there is no scriptural
basis for their activities. This excitement for social activities can blind them to their need
for the true worship and service of God. The church in Sardis had come to the point
where there was little that remained to identify them as a true church of God and what
little that remained was ready to die. When a church starts on the course of social
activism as their main thrust, eventually they will lose their desire to maintain scriptural
church government, scriptural church discipline, and the true gospel of Christ, doctrinal
truths, and scriptural church practices. If they continue along this course of social
activism as their main thrust, then they will lose their identity as a true church of God. It
is imperative that every true church be watchful for such a spirit of social activism arising
in her midst and to withdraw from it. It is also important that we strengthen that which
remains that we not lose the truly important things that pertain to the church and the
worship and service of God. Strengthening what remains begins with faithful ministers
faithfully preaching the whole counsel of God and following the leadership of the Holy
Spirit in that which they preach and teach and faithfully warning God's people when
dangers arise. It also includes a self-examination of each church member to see if they be
in the faith or not. It includes prayer and study on behalf of every member that God
would guide their minds and hearts into that which is truly important in the worship and
service of God.
"Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and
repent." The above sentence is striking in that it says "remember HOW thou hast
received and heard," and doesn't say, "remember WHAT thou hast received and heard."
While it is no doubt important that we remember WHAT we have received and heard, yet
it is even more important that we remember HOW we have received and heard. First we
wouldn't have heard anything spiritually except we had first been born of the spirit. "The
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God for they are foolishness unto
him, neither can he know them for they are spiritually discerned." In the new birth God

has written his laws in our heart and mind and has pricked our heart to know and feel our
own sin-guiltiness. Next God sent a preacher to preach the gospel of the grace of Christ
to declare unto us that Christ hath redeemed us from our sins. Of course the preacher
wouldn't have preached if he hadn't first been called of God and shown the truth of God's
grace. He wouldn't have had anything to preach except God had given us the scriptures.
When we began to see all the things that were necessary that God provided in order for us
to be able to receive and hear, then we are led to give all the praise, honor, and glory to
God for his glorious grace and love toward sinful creatures we know ourselves to be.
Once we know HOW we have received and heard, then we begin to focus on the WHAT
we have received and heard. It is important that we hold the HOW and WHAT fast and
not let those precious things go. It is when we forget the how and what that we get in
trouble. However, it is not enough to just know the HOW and WHAT and to HOLD
FAST, but it is also needful that we REPENT. Repentance is not just a one time activity,
it is necessary throughout our lives. When we see error or sin in our lives or in our
doctrinal beliefs, or in our church practices, or in our priorities, then we need to repent.
To repent is to turn from that error and to turn to the truth. The church in Sardis needed
to repent from their emphasis upon social activism and to turn back to the emphasis on
true worship and service of God.
"If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not
know what hour I will come upon thee." Watching is something the church and Lord's
ministry are commanded to do in his word:
1. Acts 20:31 "Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I
ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears."
2. 1 Cor. 16:13 "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong."
3. Col. 4:2 "Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;"
4. 1 Thes. 5:6 "Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be
sober."
5. 2 Tim. 4:5 "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry."
6. Heb. 13:17 "Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for
they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy,
and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you."
7. 1 Pet. 4:7 "But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch
unto prayer."
When the ministry and the church watch, then they are able to take action before harm
comes to the church. A failure of the ministry and the church to watch will result in false
teachers and designing men bringing in false doctrines and false practices into the church.
Also failing to watch will sometimes result in members going off into error or sinful
practices and for evil spirits coming into the church such as the spirit of church activism.
The Lord said that if the church failed to watch that he would come on the church as a
thief in the night. A thief comes unexpectedly to take something away. He comes in
your most unguarded time and condition. In this case the Lord is warning the church and
ministry to watch or else He would come upon the church to take away the candlestick.
The church would lose its identity as a true church of God. The light of the candlestick
or true gospel would cease to shine in the church. False practices and false doctrines
would come in and replace the true. True gospel peace and comfort and rest would be

replaced with a works system of salvation and its subsequent bondage. How many
denominations of religion are present today because the Lord's churches and ministers
failed to take heed and watch?
"Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and
they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy." It is usually the case in every
church that has been invaded with an evil spirit in its membership such as church
activism that there are a few in that church that don't go along with the majority of the
church knowing that the direction of the church is unscriptural. Often they quietly protest
the starting of the activities that excite the flesh, but are ignored by the majority who go
along with and promote the new activities. The Lord knows who these few are and how
they have not defiled their garments with the unclean activities promoted by the majority.
These few in Sardis had continued and the Lord said would continue to walk with him in
white. White is associated with righteousness in the scriptures. These few were
continuing to tread the pathway of righteousness and walking uprightly with God and
actually experiencing sweet fellowship with the Lord, while the majority had lost that
sweet fellowship even though they probably didn't realize it because of the subtle change
from true spirituality to excitement of the flesh. Satan is a great deceiver.
Just because a majority of the church goes along with an error doesn't excuse any
of us with going along with that error. We should do as the few and continue to walk
with the Lord in the way of righteousness and protest solemnly to our brothers and sisters
in the church that the direction of the church is wrong and that the church needs to repent
of that direction.
"He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment." There is an
aspect of every elect child of God that they are clothed with the righteousness of Jesus
Christ: 2 Cor. 5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him." Every one, for whom Christ died, will
stand before him in the resurrection clothed in Christ's righteousness. However,
sometimes we can walk in this life with defiled garments. Our manner of living is
sometimes not consistent with the fact that we have been washed in the blood of the
Lamb and that we have committed ourselves to be his disciples. We can sometimes walk
without our wedding garment on. We must be careful that we are not cast into outer
darkness in lost fellowship with God and his church. By overcoming the false spirits that
sometimes come to abide in the Lord's church such as social activism, then we walk the
pathway of holiness and are clothed with his righteousness in our walk of life.
"And I will not blot out his name out of the book of life." We are told to "Study
to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth." Often when we read or think about the book of life our
minds are focused on the Lamb's book of life and the fact that our names were written
there before the foundation of the world. We know that in the covenant of redemption
that all that God foreknew will be glorified without the loss of a single one. There is
therefore no such thing as one of those whose name is written in the Lamb's book of life
ever having their name blotted out of that book. Yet there is an implied warning in the
verse above that our names can be blotted out of the book of life. This book of life must
therefore be different from the Lamb's book of life. As with most subjects in the
scriptures there are eternal aspects and there are timely aspects. The scriptures teach an
eternal salvation and they teach a timely salvation. They teach an eternal calling to glory

and a timely calling to repentance. They teach an election to eternal life and an election
to church membership. They teach an eternal justification by grace and timely
justification by faith and works. Thus there is an eternal book of life with those whose
names were written there before the foundation of the world and permanently preserved
there into the glory world. There is also a timely book of life in which one can have part
in here in time and can also lose his part in here in time based on his actions or inactions.
Rev. 22:19 tells us that we can lose our part in this timely book of life: "And if any man
shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part
out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in
this book." We know that eternal salvation is based on grace and not works and that all
the elect from before the foundation of the world will live in heaven's glory world,
therefore, the elect can do nothing of themselves that would either secure that eternal
salvation or cause them to lose that eternal salvation. Contrariwise, God's people can live
in the kingdom of God here in time and enjoy the fruits and benefits of that kingdom.
When they are living in the kingdom and enjoying the fruits and benefits of the kingdom
they have their names in this timely book of life. However, if they through their actions
turn away from a godly walk or turn away from the true worship and service of God then
their names will be removed from this timely book of life. They will in essence be cast
into outer darkness in this time world.
"But I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels." Matt.
10:32 "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before
my Father which is in heaven." When we overcome we are in a practical sense
confessing the Lord before men. To confess something means simply to acknowledge a
truth. Confessing or denying the truth doesn't change the truth. Truth is truth whether we
confess it or deny it. When the Lord confesses us before the Father, he is simply
acknowledging that we are his true disciples. Likewise when he denies us before the
Father, he is simply acknowledging that we are not walking as true disciples. Thus to
overcome the obstacles of true discipleship places us back into the pathway of true
discipleship and also knowing that the Lord is acknowledging to the Father that we are
true disciples.
"He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches." As with
the letters to the previous churches, we once again see that the Lord speaks to the
churches through the preaching of the gospel by his gospel messengers (angels=pastors).
Rev. 3:7-13
Rev. 3:7 "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith
he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man
shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; 8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before
thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my
word, and hast not denied my name. 9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of
Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come
and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 10 Because thou hast
kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which
shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 11 Behold, I come
quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 12 Him that
overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out:

and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God,
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will
write upon him my new name. 13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches."
The situation of the church in Philadelphia was, as the city's name suggest, a
church of brotherly love. Love was the theme of the church and its members. There
didn't appear to really be anything wrong with the church. There were those outside the
church in the synagogue of Satan who declared themselves to be Jews, but they were not
being truthful. The love of God never leads us into error or into sin. Rather it leads us
away from sinful practices and false doctrine. Through the love of God we desire to keep
proper church order and to treat our brothers and sisters with brotherly love and to live
our lives out in the world to the praise, honor, and glory of God.
"These things saith he that is holy." The Lord addressed this church on the basis
of his holiness. The Lord teaches us, "be ye holy, for I am holy." As God is holy, or
separate from all evil and all false idols, we are to be holy in our walk and in our conduct
in and out of the church. God has made us holy or set apart through election, effectual
calling, and justification by his blood. On the basis that we are made holy and that the
Lord is our example of a holy life, we are to be holy or set apart to the teaching of his
words while we live.
"He that is true." God is true. According to the scriptures, "thy word is truth."
So much about us today is a lie or based on lies, but God is true and his word is truth.
We have a solid foundation on which we can build our lives. Jesus said, "Therefore
whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise
man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a
rock." It appears that the church in Philadelphia had built their lives on this solid
foundation.
"He that hath the key of David." A key is for unlocking and locking doors. The
reference to David is to the throne of David which means the kingdom of God. The Lord
locks and unlocks the kingdom to our understanding. The Lord said, "Seek and ye shall
find." If a person is not seeking the kingdom, then the kingdom is locked to him. If a
person is seeking the kingdom, then the Lord has promised to unlock the kingdom to his
understanding that he may find it.
"He that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth." The
Lord is the door opener and the Lord is the door closer. Some have thought that
knowledge of the kingdom of God is strictly by education and if someone will just study
and learn, then he can unlock the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. However, when
the Lord shuts the door, no man can open the door. Or when the Lord opens the door,
then no man can open the door. I used to think that I could convince people of the truth
and get them to see the kingdom of God by my efforts. My experience has shown me
that God is sovereign. There are many people that I chose to try to convince of the truth
in the past and not one of them ever came to understand the truth. In contrast I have had
people who the Lord has directed come to me and to the church and have seen them
receive the truth readily. The difference was that the Lord in his sovereignty led some to
seek the truth and they were prepared to receive it. The others, I desired for them to
know the truth, but the Lord had not prepared them to receive it. Now I and the church I

pastor pray that the Lord will open doors of utterance that the word of truth may go out to
those that he has prepared to receive it. There are several examples where the Lord
opened doors for the preaching of the gospel to which it was readily received:
1. Acts 14:27 "And when they were come, and had gathered the church together,
they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith
unto the Gentiles."
2. 1 Cor. 16:9 "For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are
many adversaries."
3. 2 Cor. 2:12 "Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and
a door was opened unto me of the Lord."
4. Col. 4:3 "Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of
utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:"
5. Acts 16:6 "Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of
Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, 7 After they
were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. 8
And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the
night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into
Macedonia, and help us. 10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we
endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to
preach the gospel unto them."
"I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can
shut it." When the Lord sets before a church an open door, then that church will grow
spiritually and in truth, and several will be added to the church. As we have already
noted that open door is the Lord's doing and not man's. Man can neither open the door
nor shut it. The Lord was pleased with the church in Philadelphia and had set before
them an open door. No doubt this church prospered in their labors for the Lord caused
her to prosper. We are so dependent on the Lord and we must acknowledge that he is
sovereign in his actions and works. The Lord said, "Without me ye can do nothing." He
led Paul to write, "I can do all things thru Christ, which strengheneth me." Paul was
concerned with the gospel timely salvation of those elect Israelites, "Brethren, my hearts
desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they might be saved." Our duties towards them
that are outside the church and going about to try to establish their own righteousness is
to pray that God would open a door of utterance and lead whom he pleases unto the truth.
"For thou hast a little strength ." Paul said in 2 Cor. 12:10 "Therefore I take
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for
Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong." Also we read in Eph. 6:10 "Finally,
my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might." We have no strength
of our own, but our strength rests in the Lord and in the power of his might. When we
recognize and feel our weakness then we trust in the Lord for our deliverance. Our little
strength rests in our reliance upon and trust in the Lord. Some have concerned
themselves with the word, "little," in this verse, as though those that only have a little
strength need to get stronger. A little strength is all we need. Just as a little faith is all we
need, as the Lord said, "If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this
mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be
impossible unto you." Having a little keeps us trusting in the Lord. He gives us just what

we need when we need it. If we were real strong, then we would start relying upon our
strength and stop relying upon the Lord.
"And hast kept my word." Sampson was a Nazarite from birth. He Lord gave
Sampson great strength. No razor was to come upon his head. Some have said that
Sampson lost his strength when his hair was cut. They suppose that his strength resided
in his hair. The truth is that his strength relied in keeping the word of the Lord. His
failure to keep the word of the Lord led to his loss of strength. When Israel kept the word
of the Lord in the Old Testament, their enemies could not stand before them. One would
chase a thousand. They defeated mighty armies who far outnumbered them and had
greater natural armor. There strength, however, resided in their keeping the word of the
Lord and in their trust in him. David slew Goliath because he kept the word of the Lord.
This was a great mismatch, though the world had it backwards. The world thinks that
Goliath was overwhelmingly a greater and stronger warrior than David. The truth is that
Goliath never had a chance, because the Lord was with David. It is extremely important
that we strive to keep the word of the Lord.
"And hast not denied my name." It is easy not to deny the name of the Lord when
everything is going right for us in our lives. However, when persecution, or distress, or
outside influences, or earthly gain is threatened then it is much harder not to deny the
name of the Lord. We can openly deny the name of the Lord, or we can deny the name
of the Lord by our actions or inactions. The church in Philadelphia was commended of
the Lord in that they had not denied the name of the Lord. Thus we should strive in our
lives to keep ourselves from denying the name of the Lord, whether things or going well
or we are faced with persecutions, distresses, outside influences, or the temptations of
earthly gain.
"Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews,
and are not, but do lie." The word, "synagogue," means an assemblage of persons. The
word, "church," means an assembly. Thus the word, synagogue, and the word, church,
mean nearly the same thing. The word, synagogue, was associated with the assembly of
Jews who worshipped or attempted to worship under the old law service. The word,
church, is associated with the assembly of God's people who worship in the new
testament order of worship. If those two words were applied today, then the word
synagogue would apply to the assembly of those who attempt to worship under a works
system of obtaining eternal salvation. The word, church, would apply only to those who
worship under the doctrine and gospel of salvation by grace. There are literally two types
of Jews taught in the scriptures. There are the natural Jews who are the descendents of
Judah, one of the twelve tribes of Israel. Ultimately the name Jew became associated
with the descendents of all twelve tribes of Israel. The second type of Jew is described in
Rom. Chapter 2 thusly: 28 "For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: 29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly;
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not
of men, but of God." This latter type of Jew is a spiritual Jew and embraces all that have
been born of the Spirit of God and thus have had their heart circumcised by the Spirit in
the circumcision made without hands. There are multitudes today who claim to be
spiritual Jews who attempt to worship in assemblies (synagogues; they call them
churches) under a works system. They make the claim that they do many wonderful
works, that they cast out devils, and that they prophesy in Christ name. The Lord said

concerning them: Matt. 7:21 "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and
in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And
then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."
These assemblies are called the synagogue of Satan because they teach the same
doctrine that Satan taught in the garden of Eden. That doctrine was that man through an
act of the creature could attain to Godhood. It is a works system of salvation. This
system was illustrated in the offering of Cain, who offered the fruit of that which God
had cursed (the ground) as an offering unto God. God rejected that offering then and He
rejects it now. All who attempt to offer the works of the flesh (which God has cursed) as
an offering to be accepted by the Lord are offering in vain. Their worship is vain.
"Behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet." The amazing
thing about this is that almost all that worship God in Spirit and in truth in the Lord's
church, started out in the synagogue of Satan believing that through their works or system
of belief that they by an act of their own will could attain to eternal life. Yet, it is the
Lord who has made us to see the exceeding sinfulness of sin and the total depravity of
our own flesh nature and to see that our salvation from sin was by grace through the shed
blood of Jesus on the cross. He also causes us to realize that the spiritual birth was of the
Lord alone at his appointed time and not ours. He brings us to humble ourselves before
the church and to acknowledge that He is our all and all and that salvation is by grace.
"And to know that I have loved thee." We who once the synagogue of Satan, but
now a part of the Lord's true church do come to know that God does love the church he
set up and those who worship therein. We know that he loved us even before we were
lovable. He loved us when we were dead in trespasses and sins, and he loved us when we
were dwelling in ignorance, and he loved us when we humbled ourselves and repented
and he loved us when we became his disciples, and he will continue to love us in eternity.
Nothing can separate us from the love of God.
"Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the
hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the
earth." The church in Philadelphia had patiently endured the trials and persecutions and
suffering of life and kept his word in the process. They surely had many tests that they
were brought thru. The word, "temptation," means testing. God's people undergo much
testing in their lives. Abraham was tested concerning his son Isaac when he was told to
offer him as a sacrifice on the mount. 1 Pet. 1:6 "Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now
for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial
of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ." Thus many tests are good for us and it strengthens and purifies our faith.
However, the testing in our text is referring to something that many would be tested with
but those in the church at Philadelphia would not be tested with. There are some things
that those who are outside the church are tested with that those within the church are not
tested with. For instance, when a loved one dies, those outside the church sorrow as
those who have no hope, whereas those in the church sorrow, but as those whose hope is
in the Lord and his finished work and his covenant promise. Likewise, there are those
today who are looking for and being tested with a false belief in a future thousand year

reign of Christ on earth and whether or not they will be a part of that reign. Those who
know the truth know that Christ is reigning in his kingdom now. Furthermore, there are
those outside the church who are constantly worrying about whether they have done
enough to get eternal life or if they will die in hell. Those in the church know that their
eternal life is secure in the Lord and his finished work.
"Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy
crown." The Lord's coming quickly did not apply to the end of time, but rather the Lord
coming to reward the faithful service of his faithful servants. 1 Cor. 15:58 "Therefore,
my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." Also, Heb. 6:10
"For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have
showed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister." To
hold fast means to retain with strength.
There were several things that the church in Philadelphia had and that they needed
to hold fast. They had the true worship and service of God. They had the truth of
salvation by grace. They had the true order of worship and church government. They had
the spiritual gifts that God had given them. They had the love of God being manifest in
their midst. They had the Lord's blessing of service. They had the true gospel to feed
and strengthen them. They had an open door of utterance. They had God's providential
blessings. Churches can have all these and many more blessings and still ultimately lose
them. It is necessary to hold fast the things that God has given to us and shown us.
There are several crowns that are taught in the new testament. Some of them we
can lose here in time and some cannot be lost such as a crown of righteousness and a
crown of glory. However, the crown under consideration in the text and that could be
lost is the crown of discipleship. If we depart the faith that was once delivered to the
saints and begin to live after the world, then we are going to lose that crown of
discipleship. Now this won't cause us to miss the glory world, but it will result in many
timely blessings lost here in this time world.
"Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall
go no more out." A pillar is designed to hold something up. The church is said to be the
pillar and ground of the truth. While the truth is the support and ground for the church,
the church is also upholds (pillar) and is the foundation (ground) of the truth. Also we
read in Gal. 2:9 "And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars." The
men mentioned above were all pillars in the temple of God (church). Their works were
among them that upheld the early church and which the church of today is founded upon.
Thus we can by our faithfulness and patient continuance in good works become a pillar
or upholding stone in the church of our membership. Furthermore, when we overcome
we do not lose our crown of discipleship and we go no more out of the temple of our God
(church). That is we remain faithful members of the church until death.
"And I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my
God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I
will write upon him my new name." The Lord said of those who overcome that they
would have three names written upon them:
1. The name of my God.
2. The name of the city of my God.
3. My new name.

Names are used for identification. My last name identifies me as being a part of the
family known as Johnson. The name Lee identified me as being the son of my father Lee
Johnson. The name Vernon identifies me specifically as opposed to my brother having
the name Cecil. Having the name of God identifies a person as being one of God's
children and belonging to his family. Having the name of the city of my God identifies a
person as belonging to the Lord's church and being a part of the body or bride of Christ.
Having the Lord's new name identifies us specifically as being a disciple of the Lord.
We will write about the term, "New Jerusalem," when we get to Revelations
Chapter 21.
Rev. 3:14-22
Rev. 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things
saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 15 I
know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16 So
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth. 17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked: 18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 19 As many as I love, I
rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me. 21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. 22 He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.
The situation with the church in Laodicea was that they had an erroneous view of
their self and their circumstances based on their perceived natural circumstances of
wealth. It is often said that wealth corrupts. While there is nothing in the text to suggest
that the members of the church in Laodicea had become morally corrupt, yet their
perception of their wealth had led to a corruption of their spiritual condition.
"These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the
creation of God." The principle characteristics and qualities of the Lord by which he
spoke to the church in Laodicea are listed above. The first spoke to them based on the
fact that he is the Amen. The word, "Amen," means trustworthy and unquestionable. We
can completely trust in the Lord and what he says to us is unquestionably true and best
for us. Second, he addressed them as the faithful witness. The word, "faithful," means
reliable and steadfast. As a witness to us the Lord and his word are certainly reliable and
steadfast. In other words we don't have to question it. Third, he is the true witness. A
true witness knows and tells the truth. He also spoke to them as the beginning of the
creation of God. That doesn't mean that He was created, but rather it means that he was
in the beginning and had part with the creation. John 1:1 reads, "In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the
beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing
made that was made." Thus the Lord is not only the faithful and true witness, but he is
also the creator of all things. He isn't just a bystander witness, but he is the expert
witness as well. In court cases we sometimes have witnesses who have seen, or heard, or

felt, or smelled, or tasted something germane to the case. Other times we have witnesses
who are considered expert witnesses because of their expert knowledge of how things
work. The Lord not only has seen all things, but he is the creator of all things and
therefore he is the complete and greatest witness of all.
"I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot." He who knows all things
certainly knows both the amount of our works and the quality of our works. He knows if
our works are according to the scriptures, or if they are evil works. We might lie to God
and to those about us about the quantity and quality of our works, yet we haven't fooled
God, for he is the perfect witness. The works of the church in Laodicea were proceeding
from their condition of being neither cold nor hot. The Lord didn't say that their works
were neither cold nor hot, but that THEY were neither cold nor hot. The problem wasn't
their works, but the problem was with THEM.
"I would thou wert cold or hot. 16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth." In a natural sense if we are cold or hot
we will attempt to correct our environment so that it is more accommodating to our
perceived comfort. If we are cold, we may put on more clothes, or we may turn the
thermostat up in the house, or we may become more active to generate heat in our bodies.
If we are hot, we may shed some of the clothes we have on, or we may put on lighter
clothes, or we may turn the thermostat down in the house or we may undertake lighter
activities so our body will cool off, or we may seek a shade if we are outside. If,
however, we are lukewarm then we don't perceive the need to change. The body feels
quite comfortable in a lukewarm condition. This was the condition of the church in
Laodicea: they were comfortable in their perceived spiritual condition and felt no need
for personal change. Because of their lukewarm condition, the Lord said that he would
spue them out of his mouth. That which I take into my mouth I like to be either cold or
hot. I like my milk, my tea, my soft drinks, and my water to be cold. I like my hot
chocolate to be hot. I like some foods to be hot and I like some foods to be cold. I don't
really like for any of my foods or drinks to be lukewarm. When we are in a lukewarm
condition the Lord said that he would spue (vomit) us out of his mouth. From this we
gather that being lukewarm is not a condition that the Lord is pleased for his people to be
in.
"Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked." The condition of the church in Laodicea was summarized in this sentence. The
first part of the sentence tells how they viewed themselves. The second part of the
sentence tells how that the Lord viewed them and was their actual condition rather than
how they viewed themselves. An increase in worldly riches can blind us to our spiritual
needs. Some have equated worldly gain to godliness: 1 Tim. 6:5 "Perverse disputings of
men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from
such withdraw thyself. 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain." The true gain in
our lives is an increase in godliness not an increase in worldly possessions. It is,
however, quite easy to become satisfied when our natural condition is such that we are
increased with worldly riches and goods. With our worldly goods, and good health and a
lack of persecution we begin to think that we have it all. The problem is that we start
trusting in ourselves and our worldly goods and think that we can handle all of our needs
by our own means. We think we have need of nothing and therefore we stop trusting in

the Lord though we may continue to go through a routine of self-perceived godliness and
holiness. Our worldly riches and our reliance upon them blind us to the fact that we are
wretched and miserable sinners. It also blinds us to the fact that we are poor in spirit and
blind to spiritual things without God's anointing of our understanding. It also blinds us to
the fact that we are spiritually naked and needful of being clothed with the righteousness
of Christ. As he did with all the churches, the Lord first laid out the problem to the
church and then gave them the solution.
"I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see." Gold in its natural
environment is somewhat valuable, but when it has been tried in the fire and the
impurities have been removed, then it is really precious. Likewise our faith is valuable,
but when it has been tried in the fire, it is more precious than gold: 1 Pet. 1:6 "Wherein ye
greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at
the appearing of Jesus Christ." Also we read in James, "My brethren, count it all joy
when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire,
wanting nothing." The Lord counseled the church in Laodicea to buy of him gold tried in
the fire. We may ask ourselves how that we buy this gold tried in the fire (faith tried with
temptations)? We simply ask the Lord in prayer to prove our faith. He will do the rest.
Our faith will be put to the test. As long as our faith is being tested then we will learn to
trust in the Lord and not in our earthly riches.
Next, the Lord counseled the church in Laodicea to buy of him white raiment that
they may be clothed. White is the scripture color associated with righteousness. To be
clothed with white raiment is to be clothed with the righteousness of Christ. There is
only one type of true righteousness and that imputed righteousness thru the blood of our
Redeemer Jesus Christ. However, there are two forms of false righteousness. There is
the false righteousness brought about by a belief in a works systems of salvation,
whereby a person goes about to establish their own righteousness by keeping a set of
rules or commandments: Rom. 10:3 "For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and
going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousness of God." Next there is the false righteousness known as self-righteousness
whereby the person thinks more highly of himself than he ought: Lk. 18:11 "The Pharisee
stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12 I fast twice in the week, I give
tithes of all that I possess." The members of the church in Laodicea were obviously
afflicted with self righteousness as they thought themselves to be in much better spiritual
condition than they really were. They were self-righteous. The Lord counseled them to
buy of him white raiment that they may be clothed and that the shame of their nakedness
do not appear. The shame of their nakedness (self-righteousness) would appear when the
Lord manifest that they were self-righteous. The way that we buy of the Lord white
raiment is to humble ourselves and pray that the Lord will remove our pride and selfrighteousness that we may see that the only righteousness we possess is the imputed
righteousness of Jesus Christ:

1. James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the
proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. 9 Be afflicted,
and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up."
2. 1 Pet. 5:5 "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of
you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud,
and giveth grace to the humble. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt you in due time."
Next, they were told to anoint their eyes with eyesalve that they may see. Just as
the buying gold of the Lord and white raiment of the Lord, so the anointing of the eyes
also begins with prayer. Twice the prophet Elisha prayed that God would open the eyes
of those that were blind:
1. 2 Kings 6:17 "And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes,
that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and,
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha."
2. 2 Kings 6:20 "And it came to pass, when they were come into Samaria, that
Elisha said, LORD, open the eyes of these men, that they may see. And the LORD
opened their eyes, and they saw; and, behold, they were in the midst of Samaria."
It is the Lord that opens our spiritual eyesight to perceive spiritual things. We must
therefore pray unto him that he would give us perception and understanding: Matt. 7:7
"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you: 8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened." Another lesson taught us in this passage is that we need to
practice self-examination: 2 Cor. 13:5 "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves."
"As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent." One
of the great evidences that we have that the Lord loves us is the fact that he rebukes or
chastens us:
1. Job 5:17 "Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise
not thou the chastening of the Almighty:"
2. Prov. 3:11 "My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary
of his correction: 12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son
in whom he delighteth."
3. Heb. 12:5 "And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as
unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou
art rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for
what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement,
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons."
4. Heb. 12:11 "Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them
which are exercised thereby."
5. 1 Cor. 11:32 "But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we
should not be condemned with the world."

The Lord loved the members of the church in Laodicea. He just didn't like their ways.
Having received chastening of the Lord, then we are to be zealous and repent. It is the
Lord's love for us that leads us to be zealous towards him and his kingdom. It is his
goodness that leads us to repent. Failure to repent is simply stubborn rebellion. Rather
than stubbornly rebelling against the Lord, we need to repent and that leads us to yield
the peaceable fruits of righteousness.
"Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me." Some have taken
this to mean that the Lord stands at the door of the sinners heart and knocks to come in
and if the sinner opens his heart to the Lord then the Lord will come in and save him
from his sins. However, this neglects the fact that the ones to whom this were written
were already in the kingdom of God and were already born of the Spirit and had spiritual
ears and were already chastened of the Lord, and thus loved of the Lord.
This church through their perception of themselves had unwittingly excluded the
Lord from their fellowship. The Lord was knocking to gain entry to their fellowship.
The promise was an individual promise to each member of the church that if they would
hear his voice and open the door by means of repentance and seeking the Lord, then he
would come in and sup with him and that individual would sup with the Lord. To sup in
the scriptures is a sign of fellowship. When you ate (supped) with someone that was a
sign that you had fellowship with him. When we have humbly repented of our sinful
ways and practices and humbled ourselves from our prideful self righteousness and seek
the guidance and leadership of the Lord, he grants us to feast upon his word and when we
are permitted to feast upon his word, he feasts with us.
"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne." In order to reign with Christ
in his kingdom we must be overcomers. We must overcome the obstacles that are set
before us that would hinder us from a walk of discipleship and would hinder us from the
fellowship of the Lord in his kingdom and from worshipping him in spirit and in truth.
There are literally a multitude of obstacles that are set against us, yet the Lord has
completely prepared us in his word. When we are overcoming those obstacles, then we
are reigning (sitting) with Christ in his throne. Sometimes we may say that the way is too
great, but we need to remember that whereas we have some obstacles to overcome, He
who went before us had many times more obstacles set before him and yet he overcame
them all to present us holy and without blame before God. Thus he is set down with the
Father in his throne.
"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches." As
with the other six churches so also to the church in Laodicea the admonition goes out that
the Lord through the Holy Spirit speaks to the churches by means of the gospel
messenger (angel) as he preaches the gospel. It is imperative that we, who have been
born of the Spirit of God and thus having spiritual ears, take heed to the things that we
have heard and respond to it as it is God's message to us as individuals and as a church
body.

Rev. 4:1
Rev. 4:1 "After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the
first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come
up hither, and I will show thee things which must be hereafter."
"After this I looked" is referring to the fact that this revelation took place after that
the Lord had given to the apostle the letters to the angels of the seven churches in Asia.
Normally when we look at something it is because something has attracted our attention.
In this case that which attracted John's attention was the fact that a door was opened in
heaven. As we saw in the letters to the seven churches, the Lord is the door opener (Acts
14:27; 1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Col. 4:3) and only he can open the door of utterance and
understanding of spiritual things.
There was something unusual about the above in that when the door was opened it
was not what he saw that was first manifest to him, but rather what he heard. Before he
saw anything he heard a voice "as it were of a trumpet talking with me." The trumpet
was often used in the Old Testament as an instrument to call to assembly or to prepare the
people to go forth to war. The context suggests that the voice is the voice of the Lord and
that the use of the word trumpet in the context suggests this to be a call by the Lord to the
assembly of the Lord's people in his kingdom.
In the Old Testament when the Lord called the people to assemble at Mount Sinai
in the giving of the law covenant, the voice of the trumpet was exceeding loud: Ex. 19:16
"And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and
lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding
loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled." We read about this also in the
12th chapter of Hebrews: Heb. 12:18 "For ye are not come unto the mount that might be
touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 19
And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard
entreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more: 20 (For they could not
endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it
shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: 21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses
said, I exceedingly fear and quake:)" There is, however, nothing to suggest such a fearful
trembling in this call to assembly at the unveiling of the kingdom of heaven.
"Come up hither." A journey in the kingdom of God is an upward journey. This
is a spiritual journey that lifts us up to a realm that we cannot reach if we continually
focus our minds on the things of this world and the natural affairs of life. Sometimes it is
needful that we set our priorities so that we seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness and seek after spiritual things instead of natural things. Only after we
"come up hither" are we permitted to see the beauty of the kingdom of God and the
beauty of his holiness and the glory of his grace. John was commanded to come up hither
and he did so. What he saw after he came up to the spiritual realm that God commanded
him is simply glorious in beauty and holiness.
We also note that the only ones that can "come up hither" to spiritual realms are
those that have been born of the Spirit of God. The Lord said, "Except a man be born
again he cannot see the kingdom of heaven." Paul wrote, "The natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know
them for they are spiritually discerned. Thus entry into the kingdom of heaven is

restricted to those that God chose before the foundation of the world and quickened into
spiritual life.
"I will show thee things which must be hereafter." Except the Lord had shown
those things we would never know about them. Some people think that all that is
necessary for someone to know spiritual things is to study. However, the Lord must open
the eyes of our understanding and perception and reveal unto us his precious truths if we
are to know spiritual things.
The "things" which must be hereafter are the things set forth in this chapter.
These things we will discover are things pertaining to the kingdom of God. The use of
the word, "hereafter," does not mean that it was a long way off, but rather that it was
present at that time and would continue throughout time and eternity. It was not a one
time event and then ceased, but rather having been established it would continue forever.
The use of the word, "must," drives away any doubt and shows us that the reason of it
being present and continuing throughout time and eternity is that God is the effectual
cause of it. If this were at all dependent on man, then the word, "might," would be
appropriate, because with men nothing is certain to be accomplished.
Rev. 4:2
Rev. 4:2 "And immediately I was in the spirit; and, behold, a throne was set in
heaven, and one sat on the throne."
There were numerous Old Testament scriptures that told of a coming kingdom
and a coming king. In 2 Sam 7:12 "And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep
with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels,
and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build an house for my name, and I will
stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever." The Lord told David that of his seed that
God would establish a kingdom and the throne of that kingdom would last for ever.
Some have thought that He was speaking of Solomon. However, the Lord told David
that this would happen after that his days were fulfilled and he slept with his fathers.
Solomon was made king while David was yet alive, therefore, this was not referring to
Solomon. Peter was blessed to interpret this for us in Acts 2:29 "Men and brethren, let
me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his
sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God
had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he
would raise up Christ to sit on his throne."
The promised heir to the throne of this everlasting kingdom was Christ. The
timing of the establishment of this kingdom and its king was set for us when Daniel
interpreted Nebuchadnezzar's dream: Dan. 2:44 "And in the days of these kings shall the
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall
not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it shall stand for ever." "In the days of these kings" is referring to the days of the
kings of the Roman empire. It was during this time that God established the kingdom of
God with Christ reigning as the king of that kingdom.
Many people today are looking for a future kingdom and a future reign of Christ
on earth. This, however, is a deception. The scriptures are clear as to the time of the
establishing of the kingdom of heaven and Christ reigning in that Kingdom. When John

the Baptist came preaching he said, "Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand"
(Matt. 3:2). When Christ came preaching he said, "Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand" (Matt. 4:17). When Christ sent forth his disciples to preach the gospel he told
them, "And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt. 10:7). In
Mark 1:15 the Lord said, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent
ye, and believe the gospel." Additionally the Lord also said in Luke 21:31 "So likewise
ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at
hand. 32 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled."
As to the meaning of the phrase, "at hand," this was established by the Lord in Lk. 16:16
"The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is
preached, and every man presseth into it." Thus without a shadow of a doubt the
kingdom of God was established with the coming of John who first preached the gospel
of the kingdom.
The one who was to sit upon that throne is also clearly established in the
scriptures, both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament:
1. Is. 9:6 "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 "Of the increase of his
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this."
2. Is. 16:5 "And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it
in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting
righteousness."
3. Zec. 6:12 "And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts,
saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his
place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: 13 Even he shall build the temple of
the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall
be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both."
4. Lk. 1:31 "And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son,
and shalt call his name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33 And he
shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end."
5. Acts 2:30 "Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with
an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up
Christ to sit on his throne."
6. Heb. 1:8 "But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom."
7. Heb. 8:1 "Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have
such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens; 2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, and not man."
8. Rev. 1:4 "John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you,
and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven
Spirits which are before his throne."

There are different thrones that the Lord is said to sit upon in the scriptures.
There is the throne of judgment (Ps. 9:7; 89:14; 97:2; Is. 9:7; 16:5). There is the throne
of glory (1 Sam. 2:8; Jere. 14:21; Zec. 6:13; Matt. 19:28; 25:31; Rev. 4:9; 5: 13). There
is the throne of grace (Heb. 4:16). There is the throne of mercy (Prov. 10:28; Is. 16:5).
All of these thrones are manifest as one throne in the 4th chapter of the book of
Revelation.
Rev. 4:3
Rev. 4:3 "And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and
there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald."
The sardine and the jasper stones were the first and last stones in the breastplate
of judgment of the High Priest. The jasper stone is fire red, whereas, the sardine stone
was blood red. The emerald is a transparent green.
Fire in the scriptures is associated with God's judgment:
1. Gen. 19:24 "Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah
brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven."
2. Ex. 9:23 "And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the LORD
sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail
upon the land of Egypt."
3. Ex. 19:18 "And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD
descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and
the whole mount quaked greatly."
4. Ex. 29:14 "But the flesh of the bullock, and his skin, and his dung, shalt thou
burn with fire without the camp: it is a sin offering."
5. Lev. 10:2 "And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and
they died before the LORD."
Thirty five times the statement is made in the Old Testament of the sacrifice that
it was an "offering made by fire." God is said to be the judge of all the earth. He is also
said to be just and right. God is perfect in judgment. Every transgression and
disobedience receives a just recompense of reward. Because God's justice is perfect
there is never an instance that sin will not be brought to judgment. The fire of God's
wrath goes out in judgment against all sin. Our God is a consuming fire. Thus the jasper
stone represents God's judgment against sin.
Set over against God's judgment against sin is the Lord's atonement of sin:
1. Heb. 9:22 "And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and
without shedding of blood is no remission."
2. Matt. 26:28 "For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins."
3. John 19:34 "But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith
came there out blood and water."
4. Acts 20:28 "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood."
5. Rom. 5:9 "Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through him."

6. Eph. 1:7 "In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of his grace."
7. Heb. 9:14 "How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God?"
The sardine stone, being blood red, is associated with the atonement of sin by the
blood of Christ. According to II Cor. 5:21, "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him." In the kingdom
and throne of God, God's justice and His atonement for sin are brought together in the
atonement of the elect's sin through the blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God: Ps.
85:10, "Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each
other." Through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus on the cross of Calvary God's judgment
(righteousness and truth) are joined with his atonement (mercy and peace). The result of
this union is eternal life (emerald) for the elect.
The rainbow is associated in the scriptures with God's covenant: Gen. 9:11 "And I
will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the
waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. 12 And
God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every
living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 13 I do set my bow in the
cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 14 And it shall
come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:
15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16
And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the
earth. 17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have
established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth." This covenant was an
unconditional covenant. The creatures had to do nothing for this promise to take effect.
The covenant of redemption is also an unconditional covenant. The elect are
chosen by grace and all the terms of the covenant are completed and fulfilled by God:
Rom. 8:28 "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn
among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."
Through God's covenant of redemption (rainbow) God's justice is satisfied (jasper stone)
by the justification of Christ's atonement (sardine stone) and the end result of that
covenant is eternal life (emerald).
"And he that sat was to look upon…" Jesus is the one who we look upon: Heb.
2:2 "Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God."
Rev. 4:4

Rev. 4:4 "And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the
seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their
heads crowns of gold."
The word, "seats," comes from the same Greek word that the word, "throne,"
comes from. That Greek word is "thronos." It literally means the "seat of a ruler." The
Lord told the twelve apostles: Matt. 19:28, "Verily I say unto you, That ye which have
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory,
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." In the Old
Testament there were twelve princes that were the rulers of the twelve tribes of Israel.
Thus the twelve princes and the twelve apostles added together make twenty four. These
12 princes and these 12 apostles each represent the whole. Therefore the twenty four
represent the whole of the elect of God who have been made "kings and priests unto
God" (Rev. 1:6).
To sit down indicates rest. For instance we read of the Lord in Heb. 1:3 "Who
being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high." After that the Lord had purged our sins he sat down
(or rested) on the right hand of the Majesty on high. Similarly, it can appropriately be
stated that the twenty four elders were "resting" (sitting) in the finished work of the Lord
Jesus Christ. We, as the elect of God, are sitting on thrones when we are resting in the
finished work of God: Heb. 4:9 "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.
10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did
from his. 11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same
example of unbelief." When we cease trying to establish our own righteousness and rest
in Christ who is the end of the law for righteousness we are resting on that throne of
grace that God has given us.
As kings we sit also on thrones of judgment. The judgment isn't based on our
intellect or reasoning ability, but rather it is the judgment given to us in God's word. Our
judgment pertains unto things in this life, i.e., how we should live our lives to the praise,
honor, and glory of God. We are to judge ourselves by God's word. We are also to judge
the government of the church by God's word. Similarly, when discipline needs to be
applied in the church it is to be applied according to God's word.
The twenty four were "clothed in white raiment." This raiment was not their own
righteous living: Is. 64:6 "But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have
taken us away." They were clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ: 2 Cor. 5:21 "For
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him." The filthy rags of self-righteousness are not a fit wardrobe
for kings. The only suitable apparel for these kings was to be clothed in the gorgeous
wardrobe of Christ's righteousness. Since the twenty four represent the elect of God who
according to the covenant of redemption are justified by the blood of Christ, then we all
can thank God for clothing us in the robes of His righteousness.
"They had on their heads crowns of gold." To consider the crowns of gold they
were wearing, I refer you back to the essay on Rev. 1:6. Suffice it to say that a king
wearing a crown indicates that the king is reigning. We are reigning with Christ as the
following verses show:

1. Rom. 5:17 "For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they
which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by
one, Jesus Christ."
2. 1 Cor. 4:8 "Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without
us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you."
3. 2 Tim. 2:12 "If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also
will deny us:"
4. Rev. 5:10 "And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall
reign on the earth."
5. Rev. 20:6 "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on
such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years."
Rev. 4:5
Rev. 4:5 "And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices:
and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits
of God."
The combination of lightnings and thunderings and voices is found in the giving
of the covenant of the law at Mt. Sinai:
1. Ex. 20:18 "And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the
noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they
removed, and stood afar off."
2. Ex. 19:16 "And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were
thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet
exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled."
3. Ex. 19:19 "And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder
and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice."
4. Heb. 12:18 "For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and
that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 19 And the sound of
a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard entreated that the word
should not be spoken to them any more: 20 (For they could not endure that which was
commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust
through with a dart: 21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear
and quake:)"
Similarly, we read of this combination of the lightnings and thunderings and
voices in the giving of the new covenant of worship in the kingdom of heaven set forth in
the book of Revelations:
1. Rev. 8:5 "And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and
cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an
earthquake."
2. Rev. 11:19 "And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen
in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and
thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail."

3. Rev. 16:18 "And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there
was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an
earthquake, and so great."
Thundering in the scriptures is associated with the judgment of God:
1. Ex. 9:23 "And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the LORD
sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail
upon the land of Egypt."
2. 1 Sam. 2:10 "The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of
heaven shall he thunder upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he
shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed."
3. 1 Sam. 7:10 "And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines
drew near to battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that
day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel."
4. 1 Sam. 12: 17 Is it not wheat harvest to day? I will call unto the LORD, and he
shall send thunder and rain; that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is great,
which ye have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking you a king.
While lightnings are also associated with God's judgment, they also bring God's
judgment to light:
1. Ps. 77:18 "The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: the lightnings lightened
the world: the earth trembled and shook."
2. Ps. 97:4 "His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled."
3. Ezek. 1:14 "And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a
flash of lightning."
4. Matt. 24:27 "For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto
the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be."
5. Matt. 28:3 "His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as
snow:"
The voice of the Lord is associated with his power and his creation:
1. Gen. 1:3 "And God said, Let there be light: and there was light."
2. John 5:25 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live."
3. John 5:28 "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are
in the graves shall hear his voice, 29 And shall come forth; they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation."
Much more is said about the voice of the Lord in Psalms Chapter 29.
Thus the voices, thunderings, and lightnings signify the coming of the kingdom of
heaven and show forth God's righteous judgment and manifests his mighty power in
establishing his kingdom, in bringing his subjects (the elect) into spiritual life, and in the
ultimate glorification of those subjects.
"And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne." The number
seven is used in association with eighteen different things in the book of Revelation:
Seven churches; seven Spirits; seven golden candlesticks; seven stars; seven lamps of
fire; seven seals; seven horns; seven eyes; seven angels; seven trumpets; seven thunders;
seven heads of the dragon; seven crowns of the dragon; seven heads of the beast; seven
last plagues; seven golden vials; seven mountains; and seven kings. The number seven

represents completion. Thus the seven lamps of fire burning before the throne represents
all the lamps of fire burning before the throne, whither it be a literal seven or not. In the
Old Testament the seven lamps were associated with the candlestick in the holy place:
Ex. 25:37 "And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof: and they shall light the lamps
thereof, that they may give light over against it." Of course, the candlestick is a figure of
the church as set forth in Revelation Chapter 1.
The purpose of the seven lamps was to give light in the holy place:
1. Ex. 25:37 "And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof: and they shall light
the lamps thereof, that they may give light over against it."
2. Num. 8:2 "Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou lightest the lamps,
the seven lamps shall give light over against the candlestick."
3. Zec. 4:2 "And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and
behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps
thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof."
There are at least seven lamps or lights given to the church:
1. The Lord himself is called the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5).
2. The new birth is a light to every child of God (John 1:9).
3. The word of God is said to be a lamp unto our feet (Ps. 119:105).
4. The disciples are said to be the light of the world and the children of light
(Matt 5:14; 1 Th. 5:5).
5. The church is said to be a city set on a hill (Matt. 5:14).
6. The gospel brings life and immortality to light (2 Tim. 1:10).
7. Through the revelation of the Spirit light or understanding is brought to the
children of God (Eph. 1:17-20).
"Which are the seven Spirits of God." In addition to the seven lamps, the seven
horns and seven eyes are also said to be the seven Spirits of God: Rev. 5:6 "And I beheld,
and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the
seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth." The use of the term seven Spirits of
God is not used to mean that there are literally Seven Holy Spirits. There is only one
Holy Spirit. The term seven Spirits rather refers to the spiritual manifestations of the
Holy Spirit:
1. Spirit of adoption (Rom. 8:15).
2. Spirit of grace (Zec. 12:10; Heb. 10:29).
3. Spirit of truth (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13).
4. Spirit of holiness (Rom. 1:4)
5. Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2; Rev. 11:11).
6. Spirit of meekness (1 Cor. 4:21; Gal. 6:1; Is. 57:15).
7. Spirit of faith (2 Cor. 4:13).
8. Spirit of promise (Eph. 1:13).
9. Spirit of wisdom and revelation (Is. 11:2; Eph. 1:17; Ex. 28:3; Deu. 34:9).
10. Spirit of glory (1 Pet. 4:14).
11. Spirit of prophecy (Rev. 19:10).
12. Spirit of understanding (Job 20:3; Is. 11:2).
13. Spirit of judgment (Is. 4:4).
14. Spirit of burning (Is. 4:4).

15. Spirit of counsel (Is. 11:2).
16. Spirit of might (Is. 11:2).
17. Spirit of knowledge (Is. 11:2).
18. Spirit of fear of the Lord (Is. 11:2).
As it can be seen there are more than a literal seven manifestations of the Holy Spirit and
I don't maintain that this is a complete list, yet the number seven represents completion
and therefore the seven Spirits of God (completeness) are seven lamps unto the Lord's
church giving light unto all that are in the kingdom.
Rev. 4:6
Rev. 4:6 "And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in
the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before
and behind."
When a chemical crystallizes it is in a pure state. Thus crystal indicates purity.
The word, "crystal," only appears five times in the scriptures and is associated with things
that are pure:
1. Job 28:12 "But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place of
understanding?" v.16 "It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious
onyx, or the sapphire. 17 The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it
shall not be for jewels of fine gold."
2. Ezek. 1:22 "And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the living
creature was as the colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their heads above."
3. Rev. 21:10 "And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,
11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like
a jasper stone, clear as crystal."
4. Rev. 22:1 "And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb."
From ref. 1 we can gather that wisdom and understanding come from God
through his word. From ref. 2 we gather that the firmament of God's kingdom is above
us and is manifested to us thru God's word. From ref. 3 we find that the light of the holy
Jerusalem is both precious and pure like the word of God. From ref. 4 we know that the
pure river of water of life that is clear as crystal is the word of God. By inference we
conclude that the sea of glass which is clear as crystal is the word of God. In Rev. 22:1
the word of God is likened unto a river. Here in Rev. 4:6 the word of God is likened unto
a sea. Both the river and the sea are very large bodies of water. Anyone who has ever
tried to do an exhaustive study of God's word, realizes that even over a lengthy lifetime
we can only gather a small fraction of the knowledge, wisdom, and understanding found
therein. It is unlike any other book that has ever been written. Actually it is greater than
all the other books that have been written since the foundation of the world combined.
God promised to preserve his word in a pure form in Ps. 12:6 "The words of the
LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 7 Thou
shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever." In
English (that is the only language that I have any real knowledge about) that preserved
word is found in the King James translation of the bible. God never promised he would

preserve some old manuscripts, but that his word would be preserved throughout all
generations. It would be of no value to have a manuscript preserved in a pure form and it
not be usable for many generations.
We see this sea of glass also in Rev. 15:2, "And I saw as it were a sea of glass
mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his
image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass,
having the harps of God." Thus the disciples were standing on the sea of glass of God's
word and giving praise, honor, and glory to God.
"And in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full
of eyes before and behind." These four beasts as we will discover in later verses are the
four gospels. These four gospels take us right into the midst of the throne of God and
gather us round about the throne of God. These four gospels give us a complete view and
revelation of the things that were prophesied about the Lord Jesus Christ and his kingdom
in the Old Testament (eyes behind), and also show us the fulfillment of that kingdom
even unto the resurrection of the bodies of the just and the unjust (eyes before).
As an aside, the number four is associated with the work of the Holy Spirit. Note
that there are four Hebrew and Greek words translated into the English word spirit.
There are four horses that are called the four spirits in the book of Zechariah. There are
also four horses that the Lord rode in the book of Revelations showing his redemptive
work through the Holy Spirit. There were four rivers that flowed out of Eden, that
represented the working of the Holy Spirit in types and shadows, the four winds are also
compared to the four spirits of the heavens. There are four living creatures in Ezekiel
which are typical of the work of the gospel ministry under the guidance and direction of
the Holy Spirit. There were also four wheels which are typical of the Lord's church under
the leadership of the Holy Spirit.
Rev. 4:7, 8
Rev. 4:7 "And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and
the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 8 And the
four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and
they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and
is, and is to come."
The word, "beast," used here is not to be confused with the word, "beast," used in
Rev. Chapter 13. In Rev. 4:7 the Greek word is "zoon" meaning a living animal,
whereas, in Rev. 13:1 the Greek word is "therion" meaning a dangerous or wild animal.
Because of the similarities to the living creatures in Ezekiel Chapters 1 and 10
some believe the four beasts in Revelation represent the four living creatures in Ezekiel.
I do not share that view. I believe the four beasts in Revelation to represent the four
gospels, whereas, the four living creatures are more characteristic of the gospel ministry.
The descriptions of the four beasts follow the themes of Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John. Each of the four gospels presents a particular aspect of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The first beast was like a lion. Lions are often used in the scriptures to represent kings:
1. Gen. 49:9 "Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he
stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? 10 The

sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh
come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be."
2. Jer. 50:17 "Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have driven him away: first the
king of Assyria hath devoured him; and last this Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath
broken his bones."
3. 19:1 "Moreover take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel, 2 And say,
What is thy mother? A lioness: she lay down among lions, she nourished her whelps
among young lions. 3 And she brought up one of her whelps: it became a young lion, and
it learned to catch the prey; it devoured men. 4 The nations also heard of him; he was
taken in their pit, and they brought him with chains unto the land of Egypt. 5 Now when
she saw that she had waited, and her hope was lost, then she took another of her whelps,
and made him a young lion. 6 And he went up and down among the lions, he became a
young lion, and learned to catch the prey, and devoured men. 7 And he knew their
desolate palaces, and he laid waste their cities; and the land was desolate, and the fulness
thereof, by the noise of his roaring. 8 Then the nations set against him on every side from
the provinces, and spread their net over him: he was taken in their pit."
The theme of the gospel of Matthew is of Christ as a king in his kingdom. The
first chapter of Matthew begins by showing the genealogy of Christ showing that he was
the legal heir to the throne of David. In chapter 2 the wise men come asking "Where is
he that is born King of the Jews?" Beginning in Chapter 3 we see the great emphasis on
the kingdom of heaven found in the book of Matthew. Matthew has more mentions of
the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of God than the other three gospels combined.
Matthew gives us the view of Christ that is like a lion or a king.
The theme of the gospel of Mark is represented by a calf. The calf represents a
beast of burden. Mark's gospel gives us a picture of the Lord in his labors. The key word
in Mark is "and." The word, "and," used at the beginning of the vast majority of the
verses in Mark shows continuous action. The book begins with Christ being baptized and
entering into his labor. The book is one of continuous action showing Christ fulfilling the
law and the prophets and establishing his kingdom and delivering his people from their
sins.
The theme of the gospel of Luke is represented by the face of a man. The theme
of the gospel of Luke is the humanity of Christ. There are more details about the birth
and early life of Christ in Luke than in the other gospels. Luke shows more of his
physical hardships and sufferings than the other gospels. The gospel of Luke shows us
more of the Lord's eating and drinking than the other gospels. It also shows us more of
the sufferings of Christ on the cross than the other gospels.
The theme of the gospel of John is represented by a flying eagle. The eagle flies
high above the earth and sees far off. The gospel of John shows us the deity of Christ. It
begins with him as the Word of God and creator of all things. It pictures Christ to us as
the great I AM. John reveals to us the covenant work of Jesus Christ as the Son of God.
John causes us to soar spiritually. The great doctrines of God's election of a people to be
his before the foundation of the world, the effectual calling of God in the new birth, and
of the resurrection of the dead are all clearly set forth for us in the gospel of John.
The four beasts are said to have six wings about them. The seraphims in Isaiah's
experience also had six wings: Is. 6:2 "Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain

he did fly." The six wings were divided into pairs. Two is the bible number associated
with witness. The witness of the seraphims as well as the witness of the four beasts was
not to bring glory to man (with twain he covered his face) or to honor men's works (with
twain he covered his feet), but the witness was to soar in honor and glory to the great God
of heaven as they cried, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is
to come." The gospel as well as God's true ministers who preach the gospel gives glory
to the thrice holy God (Father, Son, and Holy Ghost), who is Lord (master over his
creation), and God (one who is to be worshiped as deity), and the Almighty (all powerful
creator and sustainer of all things). They also honor him as the unchangeable God (which
was, and is, and is to come) who cannot lie and will keep his covenant promises to all
generations. The gospel does not rest in its declarations to the honor and glory of God.
Rev. 4:9-11
Rev. 4:9 "And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat
on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 10 The four and twenty elders fall down
before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast
their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and
honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were
created."
As we have before established, the beasts represent the four gospels. The four
gospels are given to us of God that they may give glory, honor and thanks to him that sat
on the throne, which is to the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is the one who "liveth for ever and
ever." He sits on the promised throne of David in an everlasting kingdom that shall never
be destroyed.
When the gospels give glory and honor and thanks to the Lord who reigns in his
kingdom, then the four and twenty elders fall down before the King that sits on the
throne. The four and twenty elders as we have before established represent the whole of
God's elect. When the gospels give glory to God, then the elect give glory to God. When
the gospels honor God, then the elect honor God. When the gospels give thanks to God,
then the elect give thanks to God. Similarly, when the gospel is proclaimed in power and
demonstration of Spirit, then the gathered assembly of God's people give glory and honor
and thanks to the Lord Jesus Christ for his mighty deliverance of them from their sins.
When God's chosen people have knowledge of their salvation from sin by the
grace of God through the atoning blood of Christ then they worship him that liveth for
ever and ever. The true gospel of Jesus Christ gives rise to the true worship of the true
Jesus. They that worship him must worship him in Spirit and in truth. Any crowns or
accomplishments that we feel that we may have obtained in life pail into utter
insignificance when compared to that which the Lord has accomplished for us on our
behalf. We do indeed cast our crowns down before the throne. We are made to realize
that all our righteousness is as filthy rags and unworthy to be compared to what the Lord
has done for us. We are made to realize that our works haven't saved us, but that we are
saved by the blood of Jesus and that blood alone.
When we have cast our crowns before the throne, then we say, "Thou art worthy,
O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for
thy pleasure they are and were created." All pride and self-adulation go out the window

when we consider what the Lord has done. He is the worthy One. He is the one who was
holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners. He is the one who kept the law to a
jot and a tittle. He is the one who was made to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him. He is the one who saved us when we
were dead in trespasses and sins. He is the one who quickened us into Spiritual life, thus
enabling us to know and understanding spiritual things. He is the one who has promised
us eternal life before the foundation of the world.
Yes, the Lord is worthy to receive glory, honor, and power. Therefore we should
glorify his excellent name and give him all the praise for our salvation. With our every
breath we should honor him with our lives and how we live our lives. By his power we
are delivered both eternally and timely. Without him we can do nothing. It is through his
strength that we are able to worship and serve him. To him belongs the praise for his
mighty power.
It is the Lord who has created all things. No one has the ability to create but the
Lord alone. He simply speaks all things into existence. He said "Let there be light, and
there was light." It is by the power of his mighty voice that we exist, both in nature and
spiritually. In six days the Lord created the natural universe and all natural things therein
that have ever existed. Further throughout time God has and is creating spiritual life into
the elect who were dead in trespasses and sins: "For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works…" We are "new creatures" in Christ Jesus. God's creation
pleases him for he has done all things well. God saw his natural creation and declared it
to be good and very good. God also sees his spiritual creation in the new birth and
declares it to be good and very good. May we ever praise his worthy name.

Rev. 5:1
Rev. 5:1 "And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written
within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals."
Most of the rest of the book of Revelation revolves around the book that is
mentioned in the above verse. There is much that we are told about this book in the
succeeding verses and chapters. Some have tried to put a label on this book, such as this
being "the Lamb's book of life" or the "book of life" or the "book of revealed truth," etc.
Unsealed this book reveals the eternal and timely salvations of God's elect. I suppose if
we were to put a name on it, it might be the "book of salvation" or the "book of
redemption."
The book was in the "right hand" of him that sat on the throne. The right hand is
the position of honor and the position of power as the following verses show:
1. Ex. 6:6 "Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right
hand, O LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy."
2. Ex. 12:12 "Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed them."
3. Deu. 33:2 "And he said, The LORD came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir
unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints:
from his right hand went a fiery law for them."
4. 1 Kings 2:19 "Bathsheba therefore went unto king Solomon, to speak unto him
for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat
down on his throne, and caused a seat to be set for the king's mother; and she sat on his
right hand."
5. Ps. 16:8 "I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right
hand, I shall not be moved."
6. Ps. 17:7 "Show thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by thy right
hand them which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them."
7. Ps. 20:6 "Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; he will hear him
from his holy heaven with the saving strength of his right hand."
8. Ps. 45:9 "Kings' daughters were among thy honourable women: upon thy right
hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir."
9. Ps. 80:17 "Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of
man whom thou madest strong for thyself."
10. Matt. 25:33 "And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the
left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:"
Thus this book that is in the right hand of the Lord Jesus Christ, our King, shows forth the
power of Christ to save us and to place the elect in a position of honor at his right hand.
This book was written within and on the backside. We find a similarly described
book in Ezekiel: Ezek. 2:8 "But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; Be not thou
rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that I give thee. 9 And when
I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein; 10 And
he spread it before me; and it was written within and without: and there was written
therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe." The book in Revelation appears also to
be a roll as it was unfolded by the loosing of the seals. The book in Ezekiel was written
on both sides, thus there was no wasted space. Thus everything that was written must be

important both in the book mentioned in Ezekiel and in the book mentioned in
Revelation. The book written in Ezekiel was said to be God's word to the rebellious
house of Israel. In it were pronounced lamentations, and mourning, and woe. Are the
elect children of God any less rebellious today than the rebellious house of Israel? There
are also lamentations, and mourning, and woe set forth in the succeeding chapters of the
book of Revelation. However, unlike the book in Ezekiel, the book mentioned in
Revelation also sets forth blessings, rejoicing, and deliverances to God's obedient
children.
The book was sealed with seven seals. The word "seal" is used to mean two
different things in the scriptures. First there is the type of seal made by a signature ring
or other device to make an impression so as to indicate the authenticity and authority of
the thing or ones sealed. This type of "seal" is set forth in the following verses:
1. I Kings 21:8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, and sealed them with his
seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling
with Naboth."
2. Neh. 9:38 "And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and
our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it."
3. Est. 3:12 "Then were the king's scribes called on the thirteenth day of the first
month, and there was written according to all that Haman had commanded unto the king's
lieutenants, and to the governors that were over every province, and to the rulers of every
people of every province according to the writing thereof, and to every people after their
language; in the name of king Ahasuerus was it written, and sealed with the king's ring."
4. Rom. 4:11 "And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the
father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might
be imputed unto them also:"
The second use of the word "seal" is to indicate something closed or kept secret
until the time of unsealing. The following verses indicate this type of seal:
1. Job 14:17 "My transgression is sealed up in a bag, and thou sewest up mine
iniquity."
2. Is. 29:11 "And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that
is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he
saith, I cannot; for it is sealed:"
3. Jer. 32:10 "And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses,
and weighed him the money in the balances."
4. Dan. 12:4 "But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to
the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased."
5. Eph. 4:30 "And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto
the day of redemption."
The seven seals are like the second seal. That contained in the book is sealed up
and secret until the one who has the ability and authority to open the seals comes and
opens them. In the succeeding chapters we will see what is unveiled when the Lamb
comes and opens the seven seals.
Rev. 5:2, 3

Rev. 5:2 "And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy
to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? 3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth,
neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon."
"And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice…" We will first attempt
to identify who the strong angel is. The only time the phrase, "strong angel," appears in
the scriptures is in this verse of scripture. However, the Greek word translated "strong" is
also translated "mighty." Three times in the scriptures the term "mighty angel" or
"mighty angels" appear in the scriptures and two of those times the context suggest that it
has reference to the Lord:
1. 2 Thes. 1:7 "And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels."
2. Rev. 10:1 "And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed
with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and
his feet as pillars of fire:"
3. Rev. 18:21 "And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast
it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down,
and shall be found no more at all."
While I can't prove without a doubt that the "strong angel" is the Lord, I suspect it
probably was the Lord. I certainly can't prove that it was anyone other than the Lord.
"Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?" Obviously
there were qualifications that a person had to meet in order to be considered "worthy."
From later verses it is apparent that the Lamb of God is the only one who met the
qualifications. A lamb to be qualified as an acceptable sacrifice had to meet certain
qualifications: the lamb was to be without blemish and without spot:
1. Ex. 12:5 "Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall
take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth
day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it
in the evening."
2. Lev. 1:3 "If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male
without blemish:"
3. Lev. 22:21 "And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the
LORD to accomplish his vow, or a freewill offering in beeves or sheep, it shall be perfect
to be accepted; there shall be no blemish therein. 22 Blind, or broken, or maimed, or
having a wen, or scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall not offer these unto the LORD, nor make an
offering by fire of them upon the altar unto the LORD.
4. Num 28:3 "And thou shalt say unto them, This is the offering made by fire
which ye shall offer unto the LORD; two lambs of the first year without spot day by day,
for a continual burnt offering. 4 The one lamb shalt thou offer in the morning, and the
other lamb shalt thou offer at even;"
5. Num 29:17 "And on the second day ye shall offer twelve young bullocks, two
rams, fourteen lambs of the first year without spot:"
6. 1 Pet. 1:18 "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your
fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot: "

The priests who made the offerings had to meet certain qualifications as well:
Lev. 21:17 "Speak unto Aaron, saying, Whosoever he be of thy seed in their generations
that hath any blemish, let him not approach to offer the bread of his God. 18 For
whatsoever man he be that hath a blemish, he shall not approach: a blind man, or a lame,
or he that hath a flat nose, or any thing superfluous, 19 Or a man that is brokenfooted, or
brokenhanded, 20 Or crookbacked, or a dwarf, or that hath a blemish in his eye, or be
scurvy, or scabbed, or hath his stones broken; 21 No man that hath a blemish of the seed
of Aaron the priest shall come nigh to offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire: he
hath a blemish; he shall not come nigh to offer the bread of his God."
When it came to redemption we find that all of mankind are found unworthy:
1. Ps. 14:2 "The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to
see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. 3 They are all gone aside, they
are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 4 Have all the
workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not
upon the LORD."
2. Ps. 53:2 "God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if
there were any that did understand, that did seek God. 3 Every one of them is gone back:
they are altogether become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 4 Have the
workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread: they have not
called upon God."
3. Is. 63:5 "And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there
was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it
upheld me."
"And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the
book, neither to look thereon." We find that the word of God teaches three heavens and
this verse doesn't differentiate which heaven. Since it doesn't then we can assume that no
man in either the law heaven, or the kingdom of heaven, or the glory world was found
worthy to open the book or look thereon. Likewise there was no man in earth that could
open the book or look thereon. Finally there was no man under the earth (in the grave?)
who could open the book or look thereon. This effectively rules out all of mankind. It
wasn't because there weren't some who desired to look thereon, but rather they were not
found worthy. They and we didn't meet the qualifications of worthiness.
Rev. 5:4, 5
Rev. 5:4 "And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to
read the book, neither to look thereon. 5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not:
behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book,
and to loose the seven seals thereof."
Several verses of scripture shows that the book of salvation was closed until it
pleased the Lord to open it:
1. Matt. 13:17 "For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men
have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those
things which ye hear, and have not heard them."

2. Lk. 10:24 "For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see
those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye
hear, and have not heard them."
3. Dan. 12:4 "But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to
the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased."
4. Dan. 12:8 "And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what
shall be the end of these things? 9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are
closed up and sealed till the time of the end."
5. Gal. 3:23 "But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the
faith which should afterwards be revealed."
6. Eph. 3:5 "Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it
is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;"
7. 1 Pet. 1:10 "Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: 11 Searching what, or
what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 12 Unto whom it
was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are
now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into."
To find no man worthy to open the book of salvation or to read thereon is cause
for weeping. This is why John wept. Just how much weeping would we do today if we
had no knowledge of salvation from sin? We would see ourselves as condemned sinners
and worthy of God's wrath with no way to escape. Isaiah saw himself in this way until
the seraphim revealed his deliverance: Is. 6:5 "Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone;
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips:
for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts." The publican cried out because
of his sinful condition and would have remained condemned in his heart except for the
Lord's revelation: Lk. 18:13 "And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so
much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a
sinner."
The Lord is that worthy one who was found worthy to open the book and to
unloose the seals thereof. He was holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners.
He was conceived of the Holy Ghost in the womb of the virgin. He was that Holy Child.
He was the one who kept the law to a jot and a tittle. He was the one whom the Father
said, "This is my beloved Son, hear ye him." In every aspect imaginable he was perfect
and worthy of all praise, honor, and glory.
He is called "the Lion of the tribe of Judah." Israel prophesied concerning the
tribe of Judah in Gen. 49:10 "The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver
from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people
be. 11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed
his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: 12 His eyes shall be red
with wine, and his teeth white with milk." This Shiloh was Jesus. He is the one who
bound his foal unto the vine and his ass's colt unto the choice vine. The kings were from
the tribe of Judah until the everlasting king came and that was King Jesus. The lion is
sometimes used in the scriptures to represent a king:

1. Prov. 20:2 "The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion: whoso provoketh him
to anger sinneth against his own soul."
2. Ezek. 32:2 "Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and
say unto him, Thou art like a young lion of the nations, and thou art as a whale in the
seas: and thou camest forth with thy rivers, and troubledst the waters with thy feet, and
fouledst their rivers."
3. Jer. 4:7 "The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles
is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to make thy land desolate; and thy cities
shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant."
4. Jer. 50:17 "Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have driven him away: first the
king of Assyria hath devoured him; and last this Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath
broken his bones."
Next, he is called the Root of David. The plant shoots forth from the root. The
root provides the stability, structure, and nutrients for the plant. David was the king of
Israel to which the Lord promised to establish an everlasting kingdom of his seed: 2 Sam.
7:12 "And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up
thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his
kingdom. 13 He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his
kingdom for ever." As the Root of David, the Lord chose and setup David to be king
over Israel, then gave him the promise that his seed would be established in an
everlasting kingdom, and then He became the promised seed to reign as King over this
everlasting kingdom. Therefore the Lord is both the Lion of the tribe of Judah and the
Root of David. He is also that worthy one who prevailed to open the book of salvation
and to unloose the seven seals thereof.
Rev. 5:6
Rev. 5:6 "And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts,
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth."
In this verse the Lord is said to be in the midst of three things. He is said to be in
the midst of the throne, and in the midst of the four beasts and in the midst of the elders.
While there are a lot of other things the Lord is said to be in the midst of we will confine
our current remarks to these three things.
First, he is said to be in the midst of the throne. Since this is God's throne, we see
the Lord in the midst as 1 John 5:7 shows us: "For there are three that bear record in
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one." Also, water
baptism shows the Lord in the midst: Matt. 28:18 "And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen." While the above does
not teach us that there are three Gods, for there is but one, it does teach us that the Lord is
in the midst of the Godhead and therefore in the midst of the throne of God.
Second, the Lord is in the midst of the four beasts as we have previously shown
are the four gospels. The theme of all four gospels centers on the Lord. He is the one

about which the gospels were written. It is also true that he is the center of all the
scriptures as He told some unbelieving Jews: John 5:39 "Search the scriptures; for in
them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me."
Third, he is in the midst of the four and twenty elders as we have previously
shown represent the elect family of God. He is in the midst of true worship as we read in
Matt. 18:20 "For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them." Furthermore we see him in the midst of the disciples: Lk. 24:36 "And as
they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be
unto you. 37 But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a
spirit."
"Stood a Lamb as it had been slain." Rev. 13:8 speaks of the Lord as a lamb slain
from the foundation of the world. This language indicates that the slaying of the Lamb
was based on a covenant arrangement. This was consistent with what the angel said unto
Joseph concerning Mary's conception of Jesus: "Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to
take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins." In covenant before the foundation of the world a people was
given unto Jesus for him to come at the appointed time and to be the Lamb of God to
save from their sins. John the Baptist said, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world." Jesus is not only the Lamb of God who was to come, but he was
the Lamb slain according to God's eternal purpose of saving his people from their sins.
The covenant of redemption shows the elect justified: Rom. 8:29 "For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he
also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he
also glorified."
The Lord is depicted many times as a lamb in the types and shadows of the Old
Testament, but also he is described as a lamb in the prophesies of the Old Testament:
1. Is. 16:1 "Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from Sela to the wilderness,
unto the mount of the daughter of Zion."
2. Is. 53:7 "He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth:
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he
openeth not his mouth."
The fact that the Lord stood as a lamb "slain" indicates that God's justice has
been satisfied. This is a part of his worthiness to open the book and to loose the seven
seals thereof. If salvation from sin weren't accomplished, then the book of salvation
couldn't be opened and revealed (loose the seven seals).
"Having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth
into all the earth." Horns are used in the scriptures as a sign of authority or power:
1. 1 Sam. 2:1 "And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart rejoiceth in the LORD,
mine horn is exalted in the LORD: my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; because I
rejoice in thy salvation."
2. 1 Sam. 2:10 "The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of
heaven shall he thunder upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he
shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed."

3. 2 Sam. 22:3 "The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the
horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from
violence."
4. 1 Kings 22:11 "And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him horns of iron:
and he said, Thus saith the LORD, With these shalt thou push the Syrians, until thou have
consumed them."
5. Jer. 48:25 "The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, saith the
LORD."
The eyes are for sight. The Lord seeth all things: Heb. 4:13 "Neither is there any
creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes
of him with whom we have to do."
The Lord has all authority as he said in Matt. 28:18 "All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth." The Lord also is omniscient or has all knowledge. Thus the
seven Spirits of God are spoken of as the complete manifestation of the Spirit of the Lord
in his power or strength and His knowledge of all things. This authority and knowledge
is sent forth into all the world. Thus when the gospel is proclaimed in power and
demonstration of Spirit, the power is of the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, it is directed by the
eyes of the Holy Spirit to those to whom the Lord intends to hear it. Thus the Lord gives
the authority and he gives the direction for the preaching of the gospel and for the work
of the church.
Rev. 5:7-10
Rev. 5:7 "And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat
upon the throne. 8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty
elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full
of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the
earth."
The Lamb of God (Jesus Christ) came and took the book out of the right hand of
him that sat upon the throne. The worthy One, the one who had wrought salvation for his
people, came to take the book of salvation and to loose the seven seals thereof and thus
make known the eternal salvation and the timely salvation of God's elect.
"And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell
down before the Lamb." Worship should be given to Him that is worthy of worship.
Some religious groups proclaim that Jesus is not God, but this certainly proves that he is.
The commandments tell us that we are to worship no other gods besides God. If Jesus
were not God then it would be wrong to worship him. The truth is that he is God and
worthy of all our worship. The four beasts and the four and twenty elders fell down
before the Lamb, thus indicating their belief that He is God and worthy of all their
worship. To worship God we must humble ourselves and recognize that we are but sinful
creatures saved by the blood of the Lamb.
"Having every one of them harps…" The harp is an instrument of ten strings and
is associated with praise in the scriptures:

1. Ps. 33:2 "Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an
instrument of ten strings."
2. Ps. 43:4 "Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy:
yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God my God."
3. Ps. 71:22 "I will also praise thee with the psaltery, even thy truth, O my God:
unto thee will I sing with the harp, O thou Holy One of Israel."
4. Ps. 92:3 "Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the psaltery; upon the
harp with a solemn sound."
5. Ps. 147:7 "Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp
unto our God:"
A part of worship is singing praise unto the Holy name of our God. The "harp"
we praise him with is our heart. When we were born of the Spirit according to the
scriptures God wrote his laws in our heart and mind: Heb. 8:10 "For this is the covenant
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my
laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they
shall be to me a people." The bible number 10 is associated with the bible subject of law
or commandment. Thus when God wrote his laws in our heart, we were endowed with a
harp, i.e., an instrument of ten strings (God's laws). We are told in Eph. 5:19 "Speaking
to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in
your heart to the Lord." Thus true praise comes from the hearts of God's born again
children who have a harp ((instrument of ten strings (law) written in their heart)) to praise
God with.
"And golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints…" In the Old
Testament the priests, the sons of the High Priest, had censers in which they offered
sweet incense. This was in contrast to the censer of the High Priest by which he offered
incense upon the golden altar. The golden vials seem to indicate a vessel similar to the
censers of the priests by which incense (odours) were offered. This is consistent with
what we read in Rev. Chapter 8. We are not left to guess what the odours represented but
are told that they are the prayers of the saints. The golden vials are the hearts of the
saints as illustrated below:
1. Gen. 24:45 "And before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah
came forth with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down unto the well, and drew
water: and I said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee."
2. 1 Sam. 1:13 "Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her
voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken."
3. 2 Sam. 7:27 "For thou, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed to thy
servant, saying, I will build thee an house: therefore hath thy servant found in his heart to
pray this prayer unto thee."
4. 1 Chr. 17:25 "For thou, O my God, hast told thy servant that thou wilt build
him an house: therefore thy servant hath found in his heart to pray before thee."
5. Lam. 3:41 "Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens."
6. 2 Tim. 2:22 "Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity,
peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart."
7. Heb. 10:22 "Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure
water."

"And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open
the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation." Nine times in the scriptures there is
mention made of a "new song." In each instance praise unto God is associated with the
new song:
1. Ps. 33:3 "Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise."
2. Ps. 40:3 "And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God:
many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD."
3. Ps. 96:1 "O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the
earth."
4. Ps. 98:1 "A Psalm. O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done
marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory."
5. Ps. 144:9 "I will sing a new song unto thee, O God: upon a psaltery and an
instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto thee."
6. Ps. 149:1 "Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his
praise in the congregation of saints."
7. Is. 42:10 "Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from the end of the
earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants
thereof."
8. Rev. 14:3 "And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before
the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and
forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth."
The words of the new song are recorded for us in the subject verse: "Thou art
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the
earth." The "new song" is the "song of redemption." They were praising God for their
redemption from sin. The four and twenty elders were praising the Lamb for his
sacrificial atonement through his shed blood and death and their redemption from their
sins.
That the four and twenty elders represent the whole elect redeemed family of God
is apparent with the phrase "out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation."
Thus the twenty four is representative and according to Rev. 7:9 is described as a great
multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands."
Furthermore the elect's praise to the Lamb isn't just for their eternal redemption
but also for what God has made them as they live on earth: "and hast made us unto our
God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth." This is an extension of what we
read in Rev. 1:5, 6, "Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood, And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father." This dual theme
that as the elect children of God we have eternal redemption through the blood of the
Lamb and that we have the kingdom of God in which we can live and reign here in time
is present throughout the scriptures.
Rev. 5:11-14

Rev. 5:11 "And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the
throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thousands; 12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and
glory, and blessing. 13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying,
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and
twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever."
The theme of the above four verses is praise and worship towards God. We read
in John 4:23 "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth." Many who
attempt to worship today do so in vain: Mark 7:7 "Howbeit in vain do they worship me,
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." True worship gives all the praise,
honor, and glory to God. Any praise unto man is contrary to the true worship of God
which the psalmist affirmed in Ps. 115:1 "Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy
name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake." The kingdom of heaven is
described by the Lord here in time as being a little flock: Lk. 12:32 "Fear not, little flock;
for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." Yet in the morning of the
resurrection that kingdom will be delivered up and expanded to include all the redeemed
family of God: 1 Cor. 15:24 "Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority
and power." All of the elect in the delivered up kingdom shall praise and glorify the
name of God for his power, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and
blessing. That will include a great host of angels and a multitude that no man can number
of every nation, and kindred, and people, and tongue. This includes "every creature
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and
all that are in them." I do not believe this to be anything other than the elect redeemed
children of God. They are the creatures under consideration:
1. Mk. 16:15 "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature."
2. 2 Cor. 5:17 "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
3. Gal. 6:15 "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature."
4. Eph. 2:10 "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them."
5. Eph. 4:24 "And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness."
6. Col. 3:10 "And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after
the image of him that created him:"
7. James 1:18 "Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should
be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures."

Rev. 6:1-8
Rev. 6:1 "And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it
were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. 2 And I saw, and
behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him:
and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 3 And when he had opened the second
seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see. 4 And there went out another horse that
was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and
that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword. 5 And
when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I
beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. 6
And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny,
and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. 7
And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come
and see. 8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was
Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part
of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of
the earth."
In the 5th chapter of Revelation we read of a book sealed with seven seals that
only the Lamb could open. In the 6th chapter we see the Lamb as he opens the first four
seals and we see four horses and a rider or riders on the four horses. In Zechariah chapter
6 we see a somewhat similar set of four horses and the meaning of the horses is given to
us in verse 5: "And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the
heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth."
Therefore we can conclude that the four horses in Revelation as well as the four
horses in Zechariah represent the “four spirits of the heavens.” Also we will note that
bible colors are also associated with specific bible subjects. The color white is associated
with righteousness:
1. Judg 5:10 "Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye that sit in judgment, and walk
by the way."
2. Song 5:10 "My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand."
3. Is. 1:18 "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool."
4. Dan 7:9 "I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did
sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his
throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire."
5. Dan. 11:35 "And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to
purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time
appointed."
6. Dan. 12:10 "Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked
shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall
understand."
7. Matt. 17:2 "And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the
sun, and his raiment was white as the light."

8. Rev. 17:9 "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne,
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;"
9. Rev. 19:8 "And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints."
The color red is associated with war:
1. Nahum 2:3 "The shield of his mighty men is made red, the valiant men are in
scarlet: the chariots shall be with flaming torches in the day of his preparation, and the fir
trees shall be terribly shaken."
2. 2 Kings 3:22 "And they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone upon
the water, and the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red as blood: 23 And they
said, This is blood: the kings are surely slain, and they have smitten one another: now
therefore, Moab, to the spoil."
3. Josh. 24:6 "And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came unto the sea;
and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers with chariots and horsemen unto the Red
sea. 7 And when they cried unto the LORD, he put darkness between you and the
Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, and covered them; and your eyes have seen
what I have done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the wilderness a long season."
The color black is associated with sin:
1. Job 30:30 "My skin is black upon me, and my bones are burned with heat."
2. Song 1:5 "I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of
Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 6 Look not upon me, because I am black, because the
sun hath looked upon me: my mother's children were angry with me; they made me the
keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept."
3. Jere 8:21 "For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt; I am black;
astonishment hath taken hold on me."
The “pale” horse in verse 8 we are told is associated with Death and Hell. Based
on the above we are brought to understand that the four spirits that the four horses in
Revelation represent are the spirits of righteousness (white), warfare (red), sin (black),
and death and hell (pale).
While I am not an experienced horseman (I have spent less that 5 min. on the
back of a horse in my lifetime), it seems to me that there are at least two very important
things that you want to do when you ride a horse. You want to stay on the horse without
falling off and you want to complete your task(s). Staying on your horse and completing
your task would seem to make for a successful ride on a horse.
We will now look at possible riders of the horses. It is easy to see where Adam
rode all four horses, however, he didn’t ride them successfully. Adam began by riding
the horse of righteousness, for God made man upright in the beginning. Adam, in a
sense, went forth conquering and to conquer as he was given dominion of the fish of the
sea, and the fowl of the air, and the beast of the field. He gave names to all the creatures
that God had made. He was doing okay in riding this horse for a short time, until the
serpent engaged him in warfare, first, indirectly (thru the woman) and then directly.
When Adam ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil he fell off the horse of
righteousness. He went immediately to the black horse of sin. He, however, could not

complete the task of the rider of this horse as he could not balance the scale of justice or
keep from hurting the healing ointments. Thus Adam failed to stay on the horse of
righteousness and he failed to perform the assigned tasks. Subsequently, none of Adam
multiplied can successfully ride the horses as Rom. 3:10 tells us, “There is none
righteous, no, not one.” Since we all fell under the law of sin and death, we cannot, in
our natural state, ride the horse of righteousness.
There remains only one who can and did ride all four horses successfully. That
one is the Lord Jesus Christ. According to the scriptures, Jesus was holy, harmless,
undefiled, and separate from sinners. He was born of a virgin and thus was born without
sin, being conceived of the Holy Ghost. He kept the law to a jot and a tittle. He fulfilled
all that was written of him. He rode the white horse of righteousness successfully. He
also rode the red horse of warfare as he was engaged in the greatest of all wars. He
fought successfully against sin, Satan, death, hell, and the grave. He successfully
withstood the assault of the devil and his angels in all the temptations and trials hurled at
him. He did this by taking the great sword of God’s word and yielding it against all our
enemies. He did all this while successfully continuing to ride the white horse of
righteousness. Next, he mounted the black horse of sin, not that he ever sinned (he never
did), but the scriptures say that he was “made to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” On the cross, Jesus took our sins upon
himself and became sin for us. He rode this black horse successfully as he maintained
the balance of God’s justice (a measure of wheat for a penny and three measures of
barley for a penny), satisfying God’s justice on our account. He also “hurt not the oil and
the wine,” that is the healing ointments as he healed us from our sins thru his atoning
sacrifice. As he mounted the black horse, he also mounted the pale horse and suffered
the wrathful judgment of God to atone for our sins. God executed his judgment of our
sins on our sin-bearer, Jesus Christ. Thankfully, our Saviour successfully rode all four
horses on our behalf and has made us righteous thru his atoning sacrifice.
As a side note, we see that the balances are associated with the balance of justice
in the following verses:
1. Job 31:6 "Let me be weighed in an even balance that God may know mine
integrity."
2. Ps. 92:9 "Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a
lie: to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than vanity."
3. Pro. 11:1 "A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his
delight."
4. Dan. 5:27 "Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting."
5. Pro. 16:11 "A just weight and balance are the Lord's: all the weights of the bag
are his work."
Similarly, the "oil and the wine" are used as healing ointments in the following
passage: Lk. 10:34 "And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine,
and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him."
"And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with
sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth." This same one
who has through his sacrificial atonement on the cross redeemed his people from their
sins, now goes forth with judgments, both timely upon the elect and the non-elect and
eternal upon the non-elect. God's four sore judgments are set forth in the reference to the

sword, hunger, death, and beasts of the earth: Ezek. 14:21 "For thus saith the Lord GOD;
How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the
famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast?" The
execution of both timely and eternal judgments will be brought out abundantly in the
remainder of the book of Revelation.
In summary, when the first seal of the book of salvation was opened we see the
Lord as the Lamb of God going forth in the Spirit of righteousness fulfilling the law and
the prophets to a jot and a tittle. When the second seal was opened we see the Lord going
forth in the Spirit of warfare, defeating our enemies: Satan; sin; death; hell; and the grave.
When the third seal was opened we see the Lord being made sin for us on the tree of the
cross who knew no sin that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. When
the fourth seal was opened we see the Lord suffering death and hell for us in our room
and stead on the cross of Calvary and in so doing God's wrathful judgment of sin was
satisfied. In addition the Lord having accomplished and satisfied God's eternal judgment
on behalf of the elect, we see him going forth with timely judgments upon the elect and
the non-elect and with eternal judgments upon the non-elect.
Rev. 6:9-11
Rev. 6:9 "And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of
them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And
they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were
given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a
little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as
they were, should be fulfilled."
Persecution against the faithful saints of God has been going on since Cain slew
Abel. That was the first religious persecution. Cain's attempt at worship was based on a
work's system, whereas, Abel's worship was based on a belief in the grace of God thru his
atoning sacrifice. Nothing has changed. Those who hold to the word of God and bear
testimony of his grace are persecuted by those who believe their salvation is through the
keeping of a system of works or laws or commands. The first give praise and glory to
God for what he has done, whereas, the second gives praise and glory to man for what
they believe he accomplishes. Persecution was manifest in the early church with the
beheading of John Baptist and the stoning of Stephen and the killing of James. All of the
apostles were ultimately put to death for preaching the gospel of the grace of Christ with
the exception of John. Such has been the case since that time with the feeding of the
disciples to the lions, the burnings of the disciples at the stake, and the papist
persecutions and slayings of what has been estimated into the millions of the true
disciples of Christ.
The persecution for the cause of Christ was manifest when the fifth seal was
opened. It will be noted that the bible number five is associated with the subject of death.
"And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost
thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?" We see in the
scriptures the voice of the persecuted slain crying out to God for vengeance: Gen. 4:10

"And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from
the ground. 11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to
receive thy brother's blood from thy hand." While the Lord is longsuffering, yet
ultimately vengeance will be had of the Lord: Rom. 12:19 "Dearly beloved, avenge not
yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will
repay, saith the Lord." The Lord's vengeance for the persecutions of the nation of Israel
against his faithful servants came with the destruction of Jerusalem as the Lord told them
it would: Lk. 11:51 "From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished
between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this
generation."
"And white robes were given unto every one of them." As we have before seen
white is associated with righteousness. We are righteous through the shed blood of
Christ. Yet we can walk with Christ in righteousness as a way of life: Rev. 3:4 Thou
hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall
walk with me in white: for they are worthy." These who were persecuted unto death
were certainly blessed to walk with the Lord in a righteous walk and it was manifested by
their willingness to die for the cause of Christ.
"It was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their
fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be
fulfilled." There are several thoughts that come out of this verse. First persecution is
ongoing. It didn't end with the slaying of the apostles. Persecution is still going on
today, even though we have constitutional freedom from fear of being killed for what we
believe. Second, God's vengeance is sure, but is meted out at God's appointed time.
Third we who are persecuted for righteousness sake can rest with the assurance of God's
sure judgment, even if it doesn't happen in our lifetime.
Rev. 6:12-17
Rev. 6:12 "And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a
great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as
blood; 13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her
untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 14 And the heaven departed as a
scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their
places. 15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief
captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in
the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall
on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb: 17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?"
In studying this passage of scripture it is necessary that we first understand the
signs before we can delve into the significance of the passage.
The first sign is that of a great earthquake. An earthquake by its very nature is a
cataclysmic rearrangement of the earth's surface. An earthquake not only brings about a
great shaking, but often changes the scenery and topography of the surface affected. At
the resurrection of Christ there was a great earthquake: Matt. 28:2 "And, behold, there
was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and

rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it." The resurrection of the Lord was a
cataclysmic event as it completed the Lord's victory over sin, death, hell, and the grave.
In addition by all practical purposes the law service had been completed and was no
longer valid as a means of worship of God. During the time of the apostles, Paul and
Silas had been put in prison for preaching the gospel and with an earthquake God
providentially delivered the two: Acts 16:26 "And suddenly there was a great earthquake,
so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were
opened, and every one's bands were loosed." This great earthquake showed the power of
the Holy Spirit in bringing about the furtherance of the preaching of the gospel and the
futility of man to try to stop it. It will also be noted that this earthquake did no harm to
anyone, but opened the doors of the prison and loosed the bonds of the captives. The
gospel does the same thing to those who are prisoners of legalism. It delivers them from
the prison of a works system and looses their bonds of trying to establish their own
righteousness.
The second sign is "the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon
became as blood." Our understanding of the significance of these signs is found in a
passage of scripture in the book of Joel and its interpretation in the second chapter of
Acts:
1. Joel 2:28 "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit
upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: 29 And also upon the servants and upon
the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. 30 And I will show wonders in the
heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD
come. 32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD
shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD
hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call."
2. Acts 2:16 "But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 17 And it
shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh:
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams: 18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I
will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 19 And I will show
wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of
smoke: 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that
great and notable day of the Lord come: 21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
From the above we can be assured that the sun being turned to darkness and the
moon into blood came to pass at the time of Pentecost. The sun is sometimes used in the
scriptures to represent the law given at Mt. Sinai. The moon is sometimes used in the
scriptures to represent the ceremonial law given to the children of Israel through the
pattern God showed him in the mount. Blood signifies death. We have previously
shown that black is associated with sin in the scriptures.
The next sign is the stars of heaven. The stars of heaven are associated with a
great multitude:

1. Gen. 26:4 "And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and
will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed;"
2. Ex. 32:13 "Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou
swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of
heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall
inherit it for ever."
3. Deu. 1:10 "The LORD your God hath multiplied you, and, behold, ye are this
day as the stars of heaven for multitude."
The first two verses are applied to the entire elect family of God and the last verse is
associated with the children of Israel.
The final sign deals with the great day of God's wrath. The following passages
deal with the day of God's wrath:
1. Is. 13:9 "Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and
fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. 10
For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun
shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. 11
And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will
cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.
12 I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of
Ophir. 13 Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place,
in the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger."
2. Mark 13: 24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, 25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the
powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. 26 And then shall they see the Son of man
coming in the clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then shall he send his angels,
and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the
earth to the uttermost part of heaven."
3. Job 21:30 "That the wicked is reserved to the day of destruction? they shall be
brought forth to the day of wrath."
4. Ps. 110:5 "The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of
his wrath. 6 He shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead
bodies; he shall wound the heads over many countries."
5. Ezek. 38:19 "For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken,
Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel; 20 So that the fishes
of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things
that creep upon the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake
at my presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall,
and every wall shall fall to the ground. 21 And I will call for a sword against him
throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord GOD: every man's sword shall be against his
brother. 22 And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain
upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an
overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. 23 Thus will I magnify
myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they
shall know that I am the LORD.

6. Zep. 1:15 "That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of
wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick
darkness, 16 A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the
high towers. 17 And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men,
because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust,
and their flesh as the dung. 18 Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver
them in the day of the LORD'S wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of
his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land."
7. Rom. 2:4 "Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 5 But
after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;"
Each of the above scriptures speaks of a "day of God's wrath." Ref. 3 speaks of a
day of God's eternal wrath upon the wicked. Ref. 1, 5, and 6 are speaking of the day of
God's wrath in judging Israel either in the Babylonian captivity or the destruction of
Jerusalem in A.D. 70 or both. Ref. 2 speaks of the day of God's wrath in judging Israel in
the destruction of Jerusalem at A.D. 70. Ref. 7 speaks of a day of timely wrathful
judgment against the sinner.
Now we will go back to the narrative and give our understanding of what is being
taught. When the Lamb had opened the sixth seal of the book of salvation there was a
great earthquake. In the experiences of the lives of God's people sometime after they are
born of the Spirit there comes a great earthquake that shakes the very foundation of their
lives. They become experimentally knowledgeable of their sinful condition. Thru the
law written in their heart they become aware that they are condemned sinners and mourn
over their sin guiltiness (the sun became black as sackcloth of hair). (The sun represents
the law. Black represents sin. Sackcloth is associated in the scriptures with mourning.)
Examples of the above are set forth in the following scriptures:
1. Is. 6:5 "Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen
the King, the LORD of hosts."
2. Lk. 18:13 "And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as
his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner."
3. Acts 2:37 "Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and
said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?"
4. Rom. 7:9 "For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment
came, sin revived, and I died. 10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I
found to be unto death. 11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me,
and by it slew me."
Thus God's people experience the condemnation of the law and see themselves
slain by the law of God (moon become as blood). What followed in our text passage is
based on the experience of sin guiltiness that God's born again elect go through in their
heart and mind. They see themselves condemned under the law (fallen to the earth) and
thus guilty before God because of their sins. Furthermore they could no longer go to the
law for their refuge for the law condemned them (the heaven=law covenant). This is
indicated as the "heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together." Neither could

refuge be found in the high places or in the isolated places of our lives (mountains and
islands moved out of their place).
"And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief
captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in
the dens and in the rocks of the mountains." Note that this experience was not restricted
to certain classes of people but was universal to God's people in all stations of life (kings
of the earth, great men, rich men, chief captains, mighty men, bondmen, free men).
There certainly is an attempt once we become plagued with sin guiltiness in our heart to
try to find refuge from God's wrath. Adam and Eve sewed fig lives together and hid
themselves amongst the trees of the garden. The legal ceremonies, keeping a set of rules
or commandments, trying to do lots of good works, rigidly adhering to a creed, hiding
behind the statement that everybody else is doing it are all examples of how people will
try to hide from the day of God's wrath. Thus they say to the mountains and rocks, Fall
on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb: 17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?"

Rev. 7:1
Rev. 7:1 "And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of
the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth,
nor on the sea, nor on any tree."
In this verse there are three fours: four angels; four corners; and four winds. Four
is associated with the bible subject of the work of the Holy Spirit. For this association
see the four beasts; the four living creatures and their four faces; the four horses; the four
chariots representing the four spirits of the heavens; the four rivers flowing out of the
garden of Eden; the four gospels; the four wheels going wherever the spirit led them; and
the four Hebrew and Greek words translated into the English word Spirit.
The word "angel" literally means messenger. Thus the four angels are spiritual
messengers bringing their message to those appointed for it. As we shall see in v.2 it was
given to the angels to hurt the earth and the sea. In Rev. chapter 9 we see these four
angels bound in the great river Euphrates and they were to slay the third part of men. We
will have much more to say about these four angels and their work when we get to the 9th
chapter.
The word "wind" is often associated with the "spirit" in the scriptures. The four
winds are used to indicate the entirety of the earth: Mark 13:27 "And then shall he send
his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part
of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven." Furthermore as the winds are directed of
God so the Lord's people are directed by the Spirit: Zec. 2:6 "Ho, ho, come forth, and flee
from the land of the north, saith the LORD: for I have spread you abroad as the four
winds of the heaven, saith the LORD." In Ezekiel the four winds were used in a way to
indicate the work of the Holy Spirit in giving life: Ezek. 37:9 "Then said he unto me,
Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live."
The phrase "four corners of the earth" is used to indicate the four quarters of the
earth or the totality of the earth. We read in Is. 11:12 "And he shall set up an ensign for
the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of
Judah from the four corners of the earth." Both the Greek word in Rev. 7:1 and the
Hebrew word in Is. 11:12 that are translated "corners" literally means quarters.
The "earth" is sometimes used to indicate the dwelling place of God's people:
1. Ps. 25:13 "His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth."
2. Ps. 37:9 "For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD,
they shall inherit the earth."
3. Ps. 37:11 "But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in
the abundance of peace."
4. Ps. 37:22 "For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and they that
be cursed of him shall be cut off."
5. Matt. 5:5 "Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth."
The word sea is sometimes used to indicate the "sea" of humanity:
1. Is. 60:5 "Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and
be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of
the Gentiles shall come unto thee."

2. Jere. 51:42 "The sea is come up upon Babylon: she is covered with the
multitude of the waves thereof."
3. Ezek 26:16 "Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from their
thrones, and lay away their robes, and put off their broidered garments: they shall clothe
themselves with trembling; they shall sit upon the ground, and shall tremble at every
moment, and be astonished at thee."
4. Dan. 7:3 "And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from
another."
5. Zec. 14:8 "And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from
Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in
summer and in winter shall it be."
6. Rev. 13:1 "And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of
the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his
heads the name of blasphemy."
The "tree" or "trees" are used in a lot of different ways in the scriptures.
However, it is almost always indicative of things which have life. The usage of tree in
verse 1 seems to indicate singularity as opposed to the use of trees which would indicate
plurality. Thus that the wind would not blow on any tree is indicative of no individual
life being hurt while the sealing process was going on. Some had to be sealed before
anyone was hurt.
Rev. 7:2, 3
Rev. 7:2 "And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the
living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to
hurt the earth and the sea, 3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till
we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads."
Bible directions all have significance in the scriptures. For instance the direction
of east is associated with sin:
1. When God drove man out of the garden because of sin, He placed at the east of
Eden Cherubims and a flaming sword that kept the way of the tree of life.
2. Cain slew his brother on the east of Eden.
3. It was in the east, in the land of Shinar that man built the tower of Babel in
rebellion against the commandment of God.
4. When Abraham made an altar to worship the Lord, he had on east of him Hai
(which means heap) and on the west he had Bethel (which means house of God).
5. When Lot separated from Abram he journeyed east to Sodom.
6. In Pharaoh's dream the east wind blasted the seven thin ears of corn.
7. The east wind brought the locusts of judgment upon the land of Egypt.
The direction of west is associated with righteousness:
1. When Abram built an altar for worship he had Bethel (house of God) on the
west.
2. A mighty west wind took away the locusts of judgment upon the land of
Egypt.

3. Is. 59:19 "So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his
glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of
the LORD shall lift up a standard against him."
The angel was ascending from the east, thus he was headed in the west direction
or the direction of righteousness. The fact that he was ascending also indicates he was
going in the direction of righeousness. The angel had the seal of God. This seal was
different from the seven seals on the book of salvation. This seal was an authenticating
seal. Kings and others had seals, usually on their rings, by which they authenticated that
the document or thing on which they impressed the seal was a valid document or thing
and represented the authority of the king:
1. 1 Kings 21:8 "So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, and sealed them with his
seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling
with Naboth."
2. Neh. 9:38 "And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and
our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it."
3. Est. 3:12 "Then were the king's scribes called on the thirteenth day of the first
month, and there was written according to all that Haman had commanded unto the king's
lieutenants, and to the governors that were over every province, and to the rulers of every
people of every province according to the writing thereof, and to every people after their
language; in the name of king Ahasuerus was it written, and sealed with the king's ring."
4. Est. 8:8 "Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king's name, and
seal it with the king's ring: for the writing which is written in the king's name, and sealed
with the king's ring, may no man reverse."
5. Est. 8:10 "And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus' name, and sealed it with the
king's ring, and sent letters by posts on horseback, and riders on mules, camels, and
young dromedaries:"
6. Dan. 6:17 "And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and
the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose
might not be changed concerning Daniel."
The seal referenced in verse 2 is the seal of God indicating it came from God and
is a symbol of the authority of God and that the one sealed by it is authentic and is
authorized by God. It is the servants of God and only the servants of God that were
sealed in their forehead. We read in 2 Cor. 1:21 "Now he which stablisheth us with you
in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest
of the Spirit in our hearts." Notice that God did the sealing and it was the servants
(members of the church at Corinth and the one who preached to them) that were sealed.
We also read in Eph. 1:13 "In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that
holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory." Notice that the ones sealed were
sealed after they heard the word of truth, the gospel of their salvation, and after that they
believed the truth and trusted in Christ. The sealing was a testimony to them that they
were of God and were the children of promise. This is the earnest of their inheritance.
The sealing didn't make them children of God but testifies to them through their
experiences and belief that they are children of God and servants of God.

The sealing in the forehead is simply indicating that they were sealed in their
minds by the Holy Spirit of promise.
Rev. 7:4-8
Rev. 7:4 "And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were
sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 5
Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand. 6 Of the tribe of Aser
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nephthalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of
the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. 7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. 8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve
thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin
were sealed twelve thousand."
Many have tried to somehow tie the above to the literal twelve tribes of Israel.
However there are several reasons why this won't fit. First, the timing is wrong. Ten of
the twelve tribes had already been dispersed among the Gentiles and had lost their
identify centuries before. Second this is written in the opening of the seven seals of
salvation and thus should be identified with the new covenant of worship. Third, a new
definition of Jews is given to us in Rom. 2:28 "For he is not a Jew, which is one
outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: 29 But he is a Jew,
which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the
letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God." Thus the true Jew or the true children of
Israel are not natural descendants of Israel, but spiritual children of Israel. This includes
both Jews and Gentiles. Fourth, the twelve names in this passage of scripture do not
correspond to any other listing of the twelves tribes of Israel in the entire bible. Jacob or
Israel as his name was changed by God had twelve sons and the descendents of these
twelve sons became the original twelve tribes of Israel. Later Joseph, the next to
youngest son of Israel had two sons and his two sons were given tribe status and were
sometimes called half tribes and other times they were called tribes and Levi was not
listed as Levi had not a separate inheritance in Israel but were dispersed among the
twelve tribes.
The above listing includes both Joseph and Manasses, the eldest son of Joseph.
This is not done anywhere else in the scriptures. Also Dan is not listed as a tribe in the
above listing, but in all other places in the scriptures Dan is listed as a tribe.
The key to our understanding starts with realizing the significance lies not in the
natural descendents of Israel, but the key is in the names that are given and in the
numbers that are listed.
The one hundred and forty four thousand were previously identified as the
servants of God and that they were sealed in their forehead. Since the sealing took place
after they heard and believed the gospel and trusted in Christ, this is another reason why
the 12 tribes cannot be a literal 12 tribes of the natural descendants of Jacob. Using Ezek.
9:3-6 as an example we find the purpose of the sealing was to exempt the ones sealed
from the future judgment: Ezek. 9:3 "And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up

from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the
man clothed with linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by his side; 4 And the LORD said
unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a
mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be
done in the midst thereof. 5 And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him
through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 6 Slay utterly old
and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon
whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which
were before the house."
When each of the sons of Jacob were born they were named by either Leah or
Rachel and the meaning of the name was based on the circumstances of their birth:
1. Gen. 29:32 "And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name
Reuben: for she said, Surely the LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore
my husband will love me." Thus the name Reuben means He looked.
2. Gen. 29:33 "And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the
LORD hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given me this son also: and she
called his name Simeon." Thus the name Simeon means hearing.
3. Gen. 29:34 "And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time
will my husband be joined unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was
his name called Levi." Thus the name Levi means joined.
4. Gen. 29:35 "And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I
praise the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah; and left bearing." Thus the name
Judah means praise.
5. Gen. 30:6 "And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my
voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan." Thus the name Dan
means judged.
6. Gen. 30:8 "And Rachel said, With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my
sister, and I have prevailed: and she called his name Naphtali." Thus the name Napthali
means wrestled.
7. Gen. 30:11 "And Leah said, A troop cometh: and she called his name Gad."
Thus the name Gad means a troop.
8. Gen. 30:13 "And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me
blessed: and she called his name Asher." Thus the name Asher means blessed.
9. Gen. 30:18 "And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, because I have given
my maiden to my husband: and she called his name Issachar." Thus the name Issachar
means hired.
10. Gen. 30:20 "And Leah said, God hath endued me with a good dowry; now
will my husband dwell with me, because I have born him six sons: and she called his
name Zebulun." Thus the name Zebulun means endowed.
11. Gen. 30:24 "And she called his name Joseph; and said, The LORD shall add
to me another son." Thus the name Joseph means adding.
12. Gen. 35:18 "And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died)
that she called his name Benoni: but his father called him Benjamin." Thus the name
Benjamin means son of my right hand.

13. Gen. 41:51 "And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For God,
said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house." Thus the name
Manasseh means forgetting.
Since Dan's name means judged and Dan is not listed in chapter 7 this signifies
that eternal judgment is passed for God's servants. It, of course, took place at the cross of
Calvary when Jesus became sin for us to deliver us from our sins.
The meanings of the names above speak to us about the relationship between
Christ and his servants. The name Reuben means looked and the Lord looks upon his
servants and thru an eye of faith they look upon him.
The name Simeon means hearing and the Lord hears our cries and petitions and
we hear him thru the preaching of the gospel and the testimony of his word and the
providential experiences of life.
The name Levi means joined: 1 Cor. 6:17 "But he that is joined unto the Lord is
one spirit."
The name Judah means praise. We are created spiritually to praise the Lord and
Rom. 2:29 tells us that we are to God's praise: Rom. 2:29 "But he is a Jew, which is one
inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose
praise is not of men, but of God."
The name Napthali means wrestled. As Jacob of old wrestled with the Lord for a
blessing, the Lord allows his servants to wrestle with him, but eventually they cling to
him.
The name Gad means troop. The Lord has made his servants an "army of
heaven."
The name Asher means blessed. The Lord's servants are certainly a blessed
people.
The name Issachar means hired. The scriptures speak of the Lord hiring servants
throughout the day. The scriptures also tell us that the laborers are worthy of their hire.
The hire of the servants is the blessings they receive in his service.
The name Zebulun means endowed. The Lord has endowed us with his name and
his kingdom and the service of his kingdom and to eat at the master's table.
The name Joseph means adding. When his servants seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, the Lord adds to them the necessities of life.
The name Benjamin means son of my right hand. The sheep are set on the right
hand of God when the sheep and goats are separated.
The name Manasses means forgetting: Heb. 8:12 "For I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more."
Since twelve tribes are listed in this chapter, we should consider the significance
of the number twelve. Twelve is a representative number and it represents the whole.
For instance, there were twelve princes in Israel, being one to represent each tribe. The
twelve princes together represented all of Israel. There were twelve stones on the
breastplate of judgment on the breast of the High Priest. Each stone had a name of one of
the tribes of Israel. This signified that the High Priest thru his High Priestly duties was
representing all of Israel. There were also twelve spies sent to spy out the land of
Canaan. Each spy represented a tribe of Israel. Thus all Israel was represented by the
twelve spies. Thus twelve is used to represent the whole. In the context of the seventh
chapter the twelve represents the whole of the servants of God.

The number twelve thousand is associated with an army. Please notice this
association in the following verses:
1. Num 31:5 "So there were delivered out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand
of every tribe, twelve thousand armed for war. 6 And Moses sent them to the war, a
thousand of every tribe, them and Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with
the holy instruments, and the trumpets to blow in his hand."
2. Jud. 21:10 "And the congregation sent thither twelve thousand men of the
valiantest, and commanded them, saying, Go and smite the inhabitants of Jabeshgilead
with the edge of the sword, with the women and the children."
3. 2 Sam. 17:1 "Moreover Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let me now choose
out twelve thousand men, and I will arise and pursue after David this night:
2 And I will come upon him while he is weary and weak handed, and will make him
afraid: and all the people that are with him shall flee; and I will smite the king only:"
4. 1 Kings 14:26 "And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his
chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen."
5. 1 Kings 10:26 "And Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen: and he
had a thousand and four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he
bestowed in the cities for chariots, and with the king at Jerusalem."
Based on the above we conclude that the servants of God compose the army of
heaven (the kingdom of heaven). This explains what Nebuchadnezzar said: Dan. 4:35
"And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his
will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his
hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?" In conjunction of this Paul told Timothy,
"Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth
entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen
him to be a soldier." Also Paul wrote to the disciples in Ephesus to put on the whole
armour of God. The following verses also speak to us of certain aspects of the servants
of God composing the army of heaven:
1. 1 Cor. 9:7 "Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a
vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the
milk of the flock?"
2. 2 Cor. 10:4 "(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge
all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled."
3. 1 Tim. 1:18 "This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the
prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;"
4. 2 Tim. 2:4 "No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life;
that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier."
5. Rev. 12:17 "And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ."

Rev. 7:9, 10
Rev. 7:9 "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne,
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 10 And cried
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb."
The background for v. 9 begins with some covenant promises that God made to
Abraham. When God appeared to Abraham he begin to make promises to him about his
seed. According to Gal. 3:16 that seed is identified as Christ: Gal. 3:16 "Now to
Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many;
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ." Thus the promises concerning the "seed"
of Abraham are really promises concerning Christ. The following promises were made to
Abraham concerning his seed:
1. Gen. 12:3 "And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed."
2. Gen. 22:17 "That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore;
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18 And in thy seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice."
3. Gen. 13:16 "And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man
can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered."
4. Acts 3:25 "Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God
made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the
earth be blessed."
From the above we gather the following conclusions:
1. All families of the earth are blessed in Christ. The word "kindreds in Acts
3:25 comes from the Greek word "patria" meaning of the Father. This identifies a family
as consisting of a father, and, of course, a mother, and at least one child. Since all
families of the earth are blessed in Christ then at least one of every family is a part of the
elect of God!
2. The seed of Abraham which is Christ is multiplied to an innumerable host
(dust of the earth, sand of the sea shore, stars of heaven). This corresponds to the
prophesy concerning Rebekah made by her brother and mother: Gen. 24:60 "And they
blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands
of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them." Thus the seed of
Abraham numbers at least into the billions.
3. The seed of Abraham would possess the gate of his enemies. To possess the
gate of ones enemies means that you have the victory over your enemies. Christ won the
victory over sin, death, hell, the grave, and Satan on behalf of his covenant people.
Next, let us identify who the multiplied seed of Christ are. Gal. 4:28 tells us who
the multiplied seed are: Gal. 4:28 "Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of
promise." The children of promise are the multiplied seed. They are children of promise
as Isaac was a child of promise. Let's review how Isaac was a child of promise and we
will then see how we are also children of promise:

1. God promised Isaac before he was ever conceived: Gen. 17:21 "But my
covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in
the next year."
2. God promised Isaac would be born contrary to the flesh. According to the
scriptures Abraham's body was dead (i.e. his reproductive ability was dead) and Sarah's
womb was dead: Rom. 4:19 "And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own
body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of
Sarah's womb:"
3. God promised Isaac would be born at God's appointed time: Rom. 9:9 "For
this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a son."
Similarly, according to the covenant of redemption (Rom. 8:28-30) we are chosen
in Christ before the foundation of the world: Eph. 1:4 "According as he hath chosen us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before
him in love." Second, we are born spiritually when we were dead in trespasses and sins:
Eph. 2:1 "And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins." Finally our
spiritual birth is at God's appointed time: John 3:8 "The wind bloweth where it listeth,
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit."
This innumerable host is said to be of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues. Thus this would consist not only of nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues that are in existence today, but also all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues that have existed in the past. God's covenant of redemption is far more inclusive
and encompassing than all the religious works systems of men combined.
"They stood before the throne. "They stand before the throne of judgment
because "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." They stand before
the throne of glory because they have been glorified: Rom. 8:29 "For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he
also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he
also glorified." They stand before the throne of grace, because their salvation is by grace:
2 Tim. 1:9 "Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began." They stand before the throne of mercy, because they deserved
to be condemned, yet God is merciful to his elect.
They were "clothed with white robes." They having no righeousness of their own
are clothed with the righteousness of Christ: 2 Cor. 5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him."
They had "palms in their hands." The palm is a symbol of victory. This victory
wasn't one in which they accomplished, but it is one given to them: 1 Cor. 15:57 "But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
They "cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb." Notice that all the credit for their salvation is given to God
and to the Lamb. It was God in covenant that purposed to save them from their sin and it
was the Lamb who came and executed the purpose of God.

Rev. 7:11, 12
Rev. 7:11 "And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders
and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 12
Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and
power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen."
Whether the angels mentioned above are the angels in glory or the messengers to
the churches I am unable to prove one way or the other. One thing we can be certain of is
that they were worshipping God for his blessings, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honour,
power, and might. All praise was being given to God. This is according to what the
psalmist wrote: Ps. 115:1 "Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give
glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake." The fact that they fell before the throne on
their faces shows us that they had humbled themselves before God. How we should
follow their example and humble ourselves before God and give him all the praise, honor,
and glory for our eternal salvation and recognize that he has all wisdom and power and
might. Additionally we should thank him for all his blessings and watch care over us in
this time world and for the spiritual kingdom he has set up for us to worship and serve
him in this time world.
The use of the word "amen" twice shows us the statement is both truthful and
without doubt. Surely if we pay attention to what the scriptures tell us we will know for a
truth and be without doubt that all the praise, honor, and glory belongs to God and none
belongs to man.
Rev. 7:13-17
Rev. 7:13 "And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which
are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore are they
before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on
the throne shall dwell among them. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any
more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 17 For the Lamb which is in the
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters:
and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."
Verses 9 and 10 of this chapter give us a word picture of the entire elect redeemed
family of God standing before God and glorified. The questions in verse 13, "What are
these which are arrayed in white robes? And whence came they? are answered in verse
14: "These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb." The questions are answered in the
experience of God's people. All that stand before God in glory shall know why they are
there. Some know through their personal experiences here in time and the rest will know
in the resurrection. We are, as David said of himself, conceived in sin and shapen in
iniquity. We come into this world as sinners and begin to live out our sin nature. Prior to
being born of the Spirit we live out our lives without a heartfelt conviction of sin. At
God's appointed time we are born of the Spirit of God at which occurrence God writes his

laws in our heart and mind and sprinkles our heart from an evil conscience. Thus a
courtroom is set up in our heart and mind in which the laws of God are the basis and our
thoughts either accuse us or else excuse us and our conscience bears witness with our
heart either condemning us or condemning us not.
Sometime after the spiritual birth we begin to be convicted of sin. We see
ourselves as guilty before a just and holy God. Upon being convicted of sin in our heart
and mind often God's people begin to attempt to get right with God. However, there is
nothing we can do that will do away with our sins. All the rituals, legal wrangling, and
good works we may perform cannot atone for past sins, nor current or future sins. The
conviction of sins and the efforts to get right with God are a great tribulation for God's
born again people. Those who are blessed to hear and believe the gospel or good news
that Jesus has redeemed his people from their sins come to realize that Jesus blood is
what makes them righteous before God. Thus in their experiences of mind and heart they
wash their robes (which before were filthy garments) and make them white (through the
imputed righteousness of Christ) in the blood of the Lamb. In other words they see their
sins redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. While many of God's elect continue throughout
their lives attempt to get right with God through a corrupt works system, yet in glory they
will know precisely why they are there as they will know it wasn't their works that got
them there, but the blood of the Lamb.
"Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his
temple." This gives us the reason for service. We don't serve God in order to get eternal
life, but we serve him because we have eternal life and the redemption of sins. We love
him because he first loved us. There is a cause and effect relationship. Those who
believe in a works system of salvation believe that their works is what makes them
righteous before God and what gives them eternal life. In that system the cause is their
works and the effect is justification and eternal life. However, those who believe in the
truth, which is that the Lamb redeemed us and God gives us eternal life, we serve him
because of these things. The cause is redemption and eternal life from God and the effect
is that we serve him.
It says that they will serve him day and night in his temple. Since there is no
night in the glory world, this is referring to service here in this time world. God's people
who serve him, do so, both in the day seasons of their lives and in the night seasons of
their lives.
"He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them." God dwells in his temple
and in 2 Cor. we read that the church is his temple: 2 Cor. 6:16 "And what agreement
hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath
said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people." God dwells among his people here in time as the Lord said, "Where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them."
"They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on
them, nor any heat." Now we hunger and thirst after righteousness and it is a blessing to
do so. But we that know the truth about salvation by grace, no longer hunger or thirst
after a saviour. There is no need to hunger and thirst after a saviour for our Saviour has
come and we are perfectly satisfied that he has saved us from our sins.
As the sun and the heat of the sun represent the law and judgment under the law,
the sun no longer lights on us nor any heat as Rom. 8:33, 34 proclaims, "Who shall lay

any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." Therefore the law no longer
condemns us and we are no longer subject to eternal condemnation from judgment under
the law.
"For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead
them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."
In the glory world there want be any tears to wipe away from our eyes. Here in time,
however, we mourn over our sins and the effects of our sins. We are in a blessed state to
so mourn and we are doubly blessed in that God comforts us from our mourning (wipes
way our tears from our eyes). Furthermore, God feeds us spiritually here in time with the
gospel as the Lord told Peter to "feed my lambs, and feed my sheep." Also Paul through
the Holy Spirit instructed the elders at Ephesus to "Take heed therefore unto yourselves,
and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood." Also it is the Lamb who
leads us into living fountains of gospel waters to refresh our souls in our journey through
life.

Rev. 8:1
Rev. 8:1 "And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven
about the space of half an hour."
Sometimes units of time are used to represent an age or a period of time. For
instance, the book of Genesis speaks of the day that God created the heavens and the
earth. However, the day that God created the heavens and the earth was actually seven
days. Several times in the Old Testament there are prophecies of a coming day that we
now know to be the gospel day or age.
Jesus spoke of his "hour" in John 2:4 "Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I
to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come." This was in response to the statement that
they have no wine. Thus wine is equated to his hour and this was explained in v. 11 as
follows: John 2:11 "This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and
manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him." Thus his hour manifested
his glory. The following verses of scripture manifest to us just what his "hour" was:
1. John 8:20 "These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple:
and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come."
2. John 7:30 "Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him,
because his hour was not yet come."
3. John 12:23 "And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son
of man should be glorified."
4. John 13:1 "Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his
hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his
own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end."
5. Mark 14:35 "And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him."
6. Mark 14:41 "And he cometh the third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now,
and take your rest: it is enough, the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners."
7. John 12:27 "Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me
from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour."
From this it is readily apparent that the Lord's hour was the time of his sufferings
on the cross on behalf of his people. Since he was on the cross for six hours, his hour
was literally six hours.
"There was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour." The Lord has said
that he will never forsake his people. That is when they call upon him he will hear and
answer them. He will be there for them: Job 5:19 "He shall deliver thee in six troubles:
yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee." Yet when it came to Jesus on the cross we
find there was silence in heaven for about three hours (half of six hours or half an hour).
When Jesus cried out "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me" it was apparent
that God had forsaken him because of the sins of the elect children of God. God wrath
was poured out on the person of Jesus and he was suffering the eternal judgment of sin on
behalf of his people. This he did in the three hours of darkness from the sixth to the ninth
hour. What an awful scene it was that God would not even allow man to look upon it,
when Jesus was made to be sin for us.

When we cry out, God hears us and answers us, but when Jesus cried out on the
cross there was silence in heaven. Darkness and separation from God are a part of God's
judgment of sin: 2 Thes. 1:9 "Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power." In that three hours of
darkness Jesus was separated from God and forsaken for the judgment of sins. We who
are of the elect of God will never know the extent of Jesus' sufferings on our behalf. His
sufferings show His great love for us in that he was willing to suffer for us and to die for
us to satisfy God's wrathful judgment of our sins. Praise be to the Lamb of God for his
great love, mercy and grace that he so willingly bestowed upon us, though the price was
so great.
Rev. 8:2
Rev. 8:2 "And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were
given seven trumpets."
The trumpets were used several ways in the scriptures:
1. They were used to call the people to assembly (Ex. 19:13; Lev. 23:24; Num.
10:2, 4; Jud. 6:34; Jer. 4:5; 1 Sam. 13:3; Matt. 24:31; 1 Co. 15:52).
2. They were used to announce the judgment of God (Ex. 19:16, 19; 20:18; Is.
58:1; Heb. 12:19).
3. They were used to announce the jubilee (Lev. 25:9).
4. They were made of silver which is associated with redemption (Num. 10:2).
5. They were used to direct the journeying of the camps (Num. 10:2, 5, 6).
6. They were used to sound an alarm to go to war (Num. 10:9; Josh. 6:4-20; Jud.
3:27; 7:16-22; Jer. 4:19; 1 Co. 14:8).
7. They were used to sound out a memorial (Num. 10:10; Lev. 23:24; Num.
29:1).
8. They were used as a sign or symbol of rejoicing (2 Sam. 6:15).
9. They were used to announce the crowning of the king (1 Kings 1:34, 39, 41; 2
Sam. 15:10; 2 Kings 9:13; 2 Kings 11:14).
10. They were used to announce the ark of the covenant (1 Chr. 16:6).
11. They were used to praise God (Ps. 150:3; 98:6; 81:3).
12. The sons of Aaron were the designated players of the trumpet (Num. 10:8).
In striking comparison the true gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ has the same role
that the trumpets were used in the Old Testament:
1. The church is a called out assembly that is called to worship by the gospel.
2. The gospel declares the judgment of God. It declares his eternal judgment of
sin and his timely judgments upon the behavior of his people.
3. The gospel declares the Jubilee greater than the Old Testament jubilee. In the
Old Testament jubilee the people were restored to their former position and ownership.
In the greater jubilee (resurrection) we will be brought into a much better position and an
inheritance far greater than we ever had here on earth.
4. The trumpets having been made of silver were associated with redemption.
The gospel declares the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

5. Just as the children of Israel were directed on their journeys by the sound of
the trumpet, God's people are directed by the preaching of the gospel as to how to live
their lives.
6. The gospel is also a battle cry to declare that Jesus Christ hath gotten us the
victory over sin, death, hell, Satan, and the grave. It also tells us to fight the good fight of
faith and to be good soldiers of Jesus Christ.
7. Just as the trumpets in the Old Testament sounded out a memorial on the Day
of Atonement, the gospel sounds out a memorial of how Jesus Christ hath atoned for our
sins.
8. As the trumpets were used as a sign of rejoicing, we rejoice today in the sound
of the gospel and its message that Jesus has redeemed us and hath provided for our every
spiritual need, and that he intercedes on our behalf.
9. The gospel fulfills the role of the trumpet in announcing that Jesus Christ is
King of kings and Lord of Lords and that he lives and reigns over us in his kingdom here
on earth.
10. Just as the trumpets were sounded to announce the ark of the covenant, so the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ points the Lord's people to the covenant of redemption as
set forth for us in Rom. 8:28-30.
11. The true gospel of Jesus Christ gives all the praise honor and glory for our
redemption unto the Lord and his covenant work.
12. The sons of Aaron were appointed of God to be the priests under the Old
Testament economy. God appoints and calls whom he will today to preach the gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ.
These seven angels or messengers that stood before God were given seven
trumpets (the gospel) in order to declare the whole counsel of God. It is God's message
that they were declaring, not their own. Since seven is the bible number of completion,
then these seven would represent the complete gospel ministry and the seven trumpets
would represent the complete gospel message that they were to declare. It should be
remembered, however, that the entire gospel message hinges on the judgment of God
both eternal and timely. When we see the trumpets sound in Revelation the judgment of
God will be manifest.
Rev. 8:3-5
Rev. 8:3 "And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer;
and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all
saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense,
which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's
hand. 5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into
the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake."
This passage points us back to the Old Testament tabernacle service in which the
High Priest interceded on behalf of the people. In the Old Testament service there was a
golden altar, a golden censer, a brazen altar with fire, and incense that was burned in the
golden censer upon the golden altar. Also the throne in the Old Testament tabernacle

service was a mercy seat that set upon the Ark of the Covenant. This service took place
in the Most Holy Place.
While all the priests (the sons of Aaron) had censers with which to burn incense
only the High Priest was to burn incense on the golden altar: Ex. 30:7 "And Aaron shall
burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn
incense upon it. 8 And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon
it, a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your generations." This represented
the intercessory work of the Lord Jesus Christ:
1. Rom. 8:34 "Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that
is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us."
2. Heb. 7:25 "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them."
Next this incense was burned with fire from off the altar. God warned the
children of Israel that they were not to burn strange fire:
1. Ex. 30:9 "Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor
meat offering; neither shall ye pour drink offering thereon."
2. Lev. 10:1 "And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his
censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the
LORD, which he commanded them not. 2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and
devoured them, and they died before the LORD."
The fire that was to be used to burn incense was fire from off the brazen altar. It was
upon the brazen altar that the sacrifice was burned. This represented the sacrificial
atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is on the basis of his sacrificial atonement as the
Lamb of God on the cross of Calvary that Jesus Christ, our High Priest, intercedes on
behalf of his elect.
This intercession of the High Priest came with the prayers of the saints: Luke 1:10
"And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense."
Our prayers gain acceptance with God because of Christ's sacrificial atonement and
because of his intercession on our behalf.
Thus the angel that stood at the altar having a golden censer is the Lord Jesus
Christ in his High Priestly office interceding on behalf of the saints. Here he offered up
much incense upon the golden altar with the prayers of the saints. The sacrifice on the
brazen altar is frequently said to be a sweet savour unto God. The incense that was burnt
on the golden altar was sweet incense. Thus God is pleased with the sacrificial
atonement of Jesus Christ and he is pleased that his people pray unto him because of the
intercessory work of our High Priest Jesus Christ.
It is important to remember that the smoke of the incense comes with the prayers
of the saints and ascends up before God. Thus our prayers are fragranced with Christ's
intercessory work. It is his intercessory work that gives the sweet odour to our prayers
that God receives.
"And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into
the earth." When a person is born of the Spirit he is sprinkled with the blood of Jesus
(fire of the altar) and the Holy Spirit takes up His abode in his heart making intercessions
that cannot be uttered: Rom. 8:26 "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered."

"And there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake." All
of these things were present with the giving of the law covenant upon Mount Sinai. Thus
in the sign language of the book of Revelation, this is pointing us to the New Covenant of
worship that God has made with his people: Heb. 8:8 "For finding fault with them, he
saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 9 Not according to the covenant that I made
with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of
Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the
Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,
saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I
will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 11 And they shall not teach
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall
know me, from the least to the greatest. 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness,
and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 13 In that he saith, A new
covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to
vanish away."
Rev. 8:6
Rev. 8:6 "And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared
themselves to sound."
The scriptures teach that God gives spiritual gifts unto men. They teach that "he
gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers." They also teach that he called unto him those he called to preach and that he
sent them forth to teach and to preach according to the leadership of the Holy Spirit: "and
how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent?
as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and
bring glad tidings of good things!"
While the calling and the sending and the message are of the Lord and according
to his direction, the gospel messengers (angels) are to prepare themselves to sound. They
are to "study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." They are to "give attendance to reading, to
exhortation, to doctrine." They are to "meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to
them; that thy profiting may appear to all." Furthermore, they are to "preach the word; be
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine." In addition they are to "know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house
of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." They
are to have their "feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. In making this
preparation they are to remember that the Lord said, "without me ye can do nothing."
Thus it is necessary that they pray for direction from the Lord and for his empowering
ability to preach the word. The twelve had been with the Lord for three and a half years.
Paul had gone into the desert for three years. All this time of learning was necessary for
the gospel ministry to prepare themselves to sound.
They are to be prepared in doctrine, in reproof, in exhortation. They are to be
prepared to feed the sheep. They are to be prepared to declare the whole counsel of God.

They are to be prepared to preach in power and demonstration of Spirit. They are to be
prepared to defend and to confirm the gospel.
A preacher that doesn't understand the covenant of redemption or the eternal and
timely judgments of God or the total depravity of man is not prepared to sound the gospel
trumpet. There are multitudes that have had much training at the hands of men who
know little or nothing about the above things and are therefore not prepared to preach the
gospel. They preach something, but it is not the true gospel of Jesus Christ. Give me
someone who has spent time with Jesus over the individual who has been to the schools
of men any day.
Rev. 8:7-13, Part 1
Rev. 8:7 "The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with
blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all
green grass was burnt up. 8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great
mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became
blood; 9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and
the third part of the ships were destroyed. 10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a
great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the
rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; 11 And the name of the star is called
Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of
the waters, because they were made bitter. 12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third
part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars;
so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and
the night likewise. 13 And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of
heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason
of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!"
The above passage of scripture has numerous signs which we will look at
individually in this essay and then attempt to bring together in the next essay to get the
main theme. The first sign is the "hail and fire mingled with blood." There are seven
verses of scripture in which hail and fire are mentioned and the context of these passages
suggest they are associated with the judgment of God:
1. Ex. 9:23 "And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the LORD
sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail
upon the land of Egypt."
2. Ex. 9:24 "So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such
as there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation."
3. Ps. 18:12 "At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, hail
stones and coals of fire."
4. Ps. 18:13 "The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his
voice; hail stones and coals of fire."
5. Ps. 105:32 "He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their land."
6. Ps. 148:8 "Fire, and hail; snow, and vapours; stormy wind fulfilling his word:"

7. Rev. 8:7 "The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled
with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up,
and all green grass was burnt up."
Blood of course is a symbol of war and of death.
Trees are used in the scripture as a sign of life: Deu. 20:19 "When thou shalt
besiege a city a long time, in making war against it to take it, thou shalt not destroy the
trees thereof by forcing an ax against them: for thou mayest eat of them, and thou shalt
not cut them down (for the tree of the field is man's life) to employ them in the siege:"
Green grass also has association with life. Green as we have previously shown is
the color associated with life. Man is also compared to the grass of the field:
1. 2 Kings 19:26 "Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were
dismayed and confounded; they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as
the grass on the house tops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up."
2. Job 5:25 "Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be great, and thine offspring
as the grass of the earth."
3. Ps. 92:7 "When the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the workers of
iniquity do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed for ever:"
4. Ps. 103:15 "As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he
flourisheth."
5. Is. 37:27 "Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were
dismayed and confounded: they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as
the grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up."
6. Is. 40:6 "The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass,
and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: 7 The grass withereth, the
flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass.
8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever."
7. 1 Pet. 1:24 "For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of
grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:"
The mountain burning with fire has reference to Mount Sinai where God
established the covenant of the law with the children of Israel: Deu. 4:11 "And ye came
near and stood under the mountain; and the mountain burned with fire unto the midst of
heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick darkness. 12 And the LORD spake unto you out
of the midst of the fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude; only ye
heard a voice. 13 And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to
perform, even ten commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone."
The word, "wormwood," is used in seven verses of scripture other than our text,
often with gall, and means a poisonous curse:
1. Deu. 29:18 "Lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or
tribe, whose heart turneth away this day from the LORD our God, to go and serve the
gods of these nations; lest there should be among you a root that beareth gall and
wormwood; 19 And it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that he
bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of
mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst: 20 The LORD will not spare him, but then the
anger of the LORD and his jealousy shall smoke against that man, and all the curses that
are written in this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall blot out his name from
under heaven."

2. Pro. 5:4 "But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a twoedged sword."
3. Jer. 9:15 "Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I
will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink."
4. Jer. 23:15 "Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets;
Behold, I will feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall: for
from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the land."
5. Lam. 3:15 "He hath filled me with bitterness, he hath made me drunken with
wormwood."
6. Lam. 3:19 "Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and
the gall."
7. Amos 5:7 "Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righteousness
in the earth."
While the word, wormwood, was not used in Ex. 15:23 yet that is what is implied:
"And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they
were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah."
The geological features are used from creation and throughout the scriptures.
When God had finished creating the natural universe the scriptures refer to this creation
as "heaven and earth:" Gen 1:1 "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth."
Similarly, the scriptures use the phrase "heaven and earth" to refer to the covenant
kingdoms God has established. There are three such kingdoms:
1. 2 Cor. 12:2 "I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the
body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one
caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of
the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and
heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter."
2. Rev. 21:1 "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and
the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea."
We can conclude from the above that the first heaven is the law kingdom God established
with Israel. The second heaven is the Kingdom of God that we now worship and serve
God under here in this gospel day. The third heaven is Paradise or the glory world.
In the old law heaven the Sun was used to represent the law:
1. Ps. 136:8 "The sun to rule by day: for his mercy endureth for ever:"
2. Eccl. 3:16 "And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that
wickedness was there; and the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there."
3. Song 1:6 "Look not upon me, because I am black, because the sun hath looked
upon me: my mother's children were angry with me; they made me the keeper of the
vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept."
4. Jer. 31:35 "Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and
the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea
when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:"
As can be seen also in Ref. 4 above the moon represented the ordinances that God
gave to Israel.
The stars represented the children of Israel:
1. Gen. 37:9 "And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and
said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the
eleven stars made obeisance to me."

2. Deu. 1:10 "The LORD your God hath multiplied you, and, behold, ye are this
day as the stars of heaven for multitude."
3. Deu. 10:22 "Thy fathers went down into Egypt with threescore and ten
persons; and now the LORD thy God hath made thee as the stars of heaven for
multitude."
4. Deu. 28:62 "And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars
of heaven for multitude; because thou wouldest not obey the voice of the LORD thy
God."
5. 1 Chr. 27:23 "But David took not the number of them from twenty years old
and under: because the LORD had said he would increase Israel like to the stars of the
heavens."
6. Neh. 9:23 "Their children also multipliedst thou as the stars of heaven, and
broughtest them into the land, concerning which thou hadst promised to their fathers, that
they should go in to possess it."
The sea was a sign of the sea of humanity outside of the nation of Israel:
1. Is. 60:5 "Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and
be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of
the Gentiles shall come unto thee."
2. Matt. 4:15 "The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of
the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;"
3. Rev. 20:8 "And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of
whom is as the sand of the sea."
4. Rev. 13:1 "And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of
the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his
heads the name of blasphemy."
5. Rev. 17:15 "And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the
whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues."
The use of the words, day and night, is defined for us in the first chapter of
Genesis: Gen. 1:3 "And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 4 And God saw
the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 5 And God called
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were
the first day." Thus the word, day, is used to represent that which is good and by
comparison the word, night, represents that which is evil.
Rivers are flowing bodies of water and are used to represent such things as love,
and the gospel, and the spirit, and the word:
1. Ps. 46:4 "There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God,
the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High."
2. John 7:38 "He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water. 39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that
believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus
was not yet glorified.)"
3. Rev. 22:1 "And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb."
4. Eze. 47:5 "Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a river that I could
not pass over: for the waters were risen."

Fountains of waters are standing bodies of water that are used for drinking:
1. Gen. 16:7 "And the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the
wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur."
2. Num. 33:9 "And they removed from Marah, and came unto Elim: and in Elim
were twelve fountains of water, and threescore and ten palm trees; and they pitched
there."
3. Ps. 36:9 "For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light."
4. Pro. 5:16 "Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the
streets."
5. Pro. 13:14 "The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares
of death."
6. Pro. 14:27 "The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the
snares of death."
7. Jer. 2:13 "For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the
fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no
water."
The earth is spoken of sometimes in the scriptures as the place of possession of
the children of Israel:
1. Deu. 4:26 "I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall
soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall
not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed."
2. Deu. 12:1 "These are the statutes and judgments, which ye shall observe to do
in the land, which the LORD God of thy fathers giveth thee to possess it, all the days that
ye live upon the earth."
3. Is. 49:8 "Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in
a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a
covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages."
Ships are used in the scriptures in association with trade or commerce,
transportation, and warfare:
1. Num. 24:24 "And ships shall come from the coast of Chittim, and shall afflict
Asshur, and shall afflict Eber, and he also shall perish for ever."
2. 1 Kings 9:26 "And king Solomon made a navy of ships in Eziongeber, which
is beside Eloth, on the shore of the Red sea, in the land of Edom."
3. 2 Chr. 9:21 "For the king's ships went to Tarshish with the servants of Huram:
every three years once came the ships of Tarshish bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and
apes, and peacocks."
4. Ps. 107:23 "They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great
waters."
5. Pro. 31:14 "She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar."
6. Is. 60:9 "Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to
bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold with them, unto the name of the LORD
thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee."
7. Jon. 1:3 "But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the
LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the
fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of
the LORD."

The creature is used in the scriptures in association with God's born again
children:
1. Mk. 16:15 "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature."
2. 2 Cor. 5:17 "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
3. Gal. 6:15 "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature."
4. Col. 1:15 "Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every
creature:"
5. Col. 1:"23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved
away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every
creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;"
6. James 1:18 "Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should
be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures."
7. Eph. 2:10 "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them."
Rev. 8:7-13, Part 2
Rev. 8:7 "The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with
blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all
green grass was burnt up." As we have shown in Part 1, the hail and fire are associated
with the judgment of God. In the above verse the judgment of God results in the third
part of the trees being burnt up and all the green grass being burnt up. The interesting
thing about this is that the trees represent life and the green grass also represents life. In
the one case (trees) the third is burnt up and in the other case (green grass) all is burnt up.
Man, after that he is born of the spirit, is a three part creature: 1 Thes. 5:23 "And the very
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." When Adam
transgressed in the garden of Eden he died wholly under the judgment of God and
brought all of his posterity under that same judgment (Rom. 5:12-19). However, when a
person is born of the Spirit of God, he is dead only in the third part (flesh) as set forth in
the following scriptures:
1. Rom. 7:18 "For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing:"
2. Rom. 8:10 "And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the
Spirit is life because of righteousness."
3. Rom. 7:25 "I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind
I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin."
4. Rom. 8:6 "For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is
life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please
God."

Rev. 8:8 "And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning
with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; 9 And the third
part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the
ships were destroyed." We have shown in Part 1 that the great mountain burning with
fire is associated with God's giving of the law covenant on Mt. Sinai. When that law
covenant is cast into the sea of humanity the result is death:
1. Rom. 3:19 "Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to
them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may
become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin."
2. Gal. 3:10 "For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it
is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the
book of the law to do them."
3. 2 Cor. 3:7 "But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones,
was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses
for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away:"
When we see ourselves under the law we see ourselves condemned in the flesh by
the law. We see ourselves condemned by the law of sin and death. Because of the sinful
nature of the flesh we travel through life (ships) with a ship broken in the third part
(flesh). Therefore, we must mortify the deeds of the flesh and bring our bodies into
subjection if we are to worship and serve God the way that we know that we should.
Rev. 8:10 "And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven,
burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the
fountains of waters; 11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part
of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were
made bitter." Before the fall, Adam dwelt in a position of innocent uprightness with God.
God had given him dominion over the beast of the field and the fowl of the air and God
had given him such wisdom whereby he named all the creatures that God created. God
had also given him an help-meet for him and given him responsibility to dress and to
keep the garden. Adam walked with God in the cool of the day. At this time Adam was
a great star and was a burning lamp, but when he transgressed God's law he plunged
himself into the pit of sin and was cast out of the garden and cursed with sin. Adam's
transgression didn't just effect him, but he became a bitter poisonous curse that flowed
(river) into all his posterity as we read: Rom. 5:12 "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned: 13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no
law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not
sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to
come. 15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one
many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man,
Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the
gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences
unto justification. 17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they
which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by
one, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto

justification of life. 19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by
the obedience of one shall many be made righteous."
From the above we gather that through the sin of Adam death passed upon all of
Adam multiplied. Thru Adam's one offense all his race was condemned and death
reigned over all his race. Furthermore, all his race were made sinners because of his
offense. Thus as bitter wormwood can poison a stream of water, so Adam poisoned the
stream of mankind through his sin and many men died because of his sin (all of his
posterity).
Rev. 8:12 "And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was
smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part
of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise."
As we have before established that the third part is referring to the flesh, we see in this
verse that were a smiting in the sun, moon, and stars, so as to bring forth darkness both in
the day and night. In this New Testament heaven, Jesus is the Sun of Righteousness, the
church is the moon, deriving its light (righteousness) from the Sun (Jesus) and the stars
are the elect children of God who have been lighted by the Spirit of God in the new birth.
According to 2 Cor. 5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that
we might be made the righteousness of God in him." Thus the Sun (Jesus – our
Righteousness) was made to be sin (darkness) for us. In becoming sin for us on the cross
he redeemed us from our sins and delivered us from the poisonous polluted stream of sin
and made us righteous before God: Rom. 8:3 "For what the law could not do, in that it
was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh." In delivering us from our sins we cannot plead our
own righteousness (moon or stars) as being partly responsible for our redeemed or
justified state for all of our righteousnesses are as filthy rags before God. Thus
redemption involved Jesus being made sin for us (Sun darkened) without any help from
us (moon and stars darkened).
Rev. 8:13
Rev. 8:13 "And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven,
saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the
other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!"
There are two general classes of people identified for us in the scriptures: elect
and non-elect. The elect are said to be chosen in Christ before the foundation of the
world (Eph. 1:4). According to the covenant of redemption they are predestinated,
called, justified, and glorified (Rom. 8:29-30). The non-elect are the ones by definition
that were not chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world. They are not
predestinated, called, justified, or glorified.
Within the category of the elect, there are three states in which they exist:
1. The elect who are called, heard the gospel, and believe the truth.
2. The elect who are called, but have not heard the gospel or believed the truth.
3. The elect who haven't yet been called and thus have not yet any interest in the
gospel or the truth.

According to our previous studies, especially in chapter 7, those of the elect who
have been called into spiritual life and have heard the gospel and have believed the truth
are said to have their father's name sealed in their forehead.
There are three woes pronounced in the above verse. As the book of Revelations
has already dealt with those who have their Father's name sealed in their foreheads, the
three woes deal with those of the elect who have been called, but not yet heard the gospel
or believed the truth, and to those of the elect who have not yet been spiritually called or
born of the Spirit. We see the eternal and timely judgments of God pronounced in these
three woes.

Rev. 9:1, 2
Rev. 9:1 "And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the
earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the
bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace;
and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit."
In this passage of scripture there are four signs that we need to understand: the
star, the key, the bottomless pit, and the smoke of the bottomless pit.
Let us begin by looking at the bottomless pit. The phrase "bottomless pit" comes
from two Greeks words, "abussos," and "phrear." Abussos means abyss or depthless.
Phrear means pit or well. Corresponding to phrear in the Old Testament is the Hebrew
word, "she'owl," meaning grave, hell, or the pit. We can eliminate the grave as a
meaning here because of the descriptive term, bottomless. The following verses of
scripture give us a better understanding of what "she'owl" is and its purpose:
1. De. 32:22 "For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest
hell, and shall consume the earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the
mountains." Thus this "hell" indicates the "anger" of the Lord and the "fire" of his
judgment or vengeance.
2. Ps. 116:3 "The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold
upon me: I found trouble and sorrow." This indicates an association between hell and
pains, trouble and sorrow.
3. Pro. 15:24 "The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell
beneath." This indicates a timely application to the word hell and that God's children can
depart from a hell on earth.
4. Jon. 2:2 "And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he
heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice." Jonah relates his
experience in the belly of the great fish as being in the "belly of hell." Thus God's
children can suffer hell in this life. However, they are in no danger of being cast into the
lake of fire in the end of time, for Christ has redeemed them from their sins.
5. Ps. 9:17 "The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget
God." You can't forget something that you didn't know to begin with. Thus we have
people who knew God that later forgot God. That is they forget him in the walks of life.
Thus we conclude that God's people can have their lives turned into hell as they live by
the actions and decisions that they make.
From the above we may draw the following conclusions:
1. Hell describes God's anger and judgment against sin, both eternally and timely.
2. Hell involves pain, trouble, sorrow, and destruction to those who suffer it.
3. God's people can suffer a timely hell on earth, but are exempted from an
eternal hell because of the atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ.
4. God's people by their action can deliver themselves from hell here in time, or
brings themselves into hell here in time but their actions do not affect their eternal life.
5. It is by the mercies of God that we are delivered from hell, both timely and
eternally.
Next, let us look at the smoke of the pit as it is described as the smoke of a great
furnace. The smoke of a great furnace is often used to describe God's justice:

1. Gen. 19:28 "And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the
land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a
furnace."
2. Ex. 9:10 "And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and
Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains
upon man, and upon beast."
3. Ex. 19:18 "And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD
descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and
the whole mount quaked greatly."
4. De. 4:20 "But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron
furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day."
5. Is. 48:10 "Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee
in the furnace of affliction."
6. Ezek. 22:20 "As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into
the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so will I gather you in mine
anger and in my fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you. 21 Yea, I will gather you,
and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof. 22
As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof;
and ye shall know that I the LORD have poured out my fury upon you."
7. Matt. 13:42 "And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth."
Next, we look at the key. Please notice that this verse doesn't say keys, but says,
"the key" indicating that there is only one key. A key, of course, is used to lock or unlock
something. He that has the key has the ability to lock something up or to unlock
something and loose the contents. It all resides in the power and authority of the one who
has the key.
Finally, we notice the one who has the key. It is said to be a star fall from heaven.
The word, fall, comes from the Greek word, pipto, sometimes meaning to "alight on."
The star is identified for us in Rev. 20:1 "And I saw an angel come down from heaven,
having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on
the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand
years, 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him,
that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and
after that he must be loosed a little season." Since only the Lord has the power and
ability to bind Satan and cast him into the bottomless pit, we must conclude that the Lord
is the "star" that alighted upon the earth as he said, "For I came down from heaven, not to
do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me." It is the Lord who has the ability to
cast into the bottomless pit or to deliver from the bottomless pit: "And fear not them
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell."
"And the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit." This
has application both timely and eternally. To the non-elect a part of the judgment of sin
is to be cast into the mist of darkness forever and to be eternally separated from God.
However, God's children can be cast into outer darkness here in time and suffer the pains
of hell for a season. Not being able to see the "Sun of Righteousness" in the daily
workings of our lives is a part of the timely judgment upon God's disobedient children.

Rev. 9:3-11
Rev. 9:3 "And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them
was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 4 And it was commanded
them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any
tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. 5 And to them
it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five
months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. 6
And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and
death shall flee from them. 7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared
unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as
the faces of men. 8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the
teeth of lions. 9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound
of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 10 And they
had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to
hurt men five months. 11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the
bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue
hath his name Apollyon."
Locusts were one of the judgmental plagues sent upon the land of Egypt during
the time God delivered the children of Israel out of Egypt:
1. Ex. 10:4 "Else, if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, to morrow will I
bring the locusts into thy coast: 5 And they shall cover the face of the earth, that one
cannot be able to see the earth: and they shall eat the residue of that which is escaped,
which remaineth unto you from the hail, and shall eat every tree which groweth for you
out of the field: 6 And they shall fill thy houses, and the houses of all thy servants, and
the houses of all the Egyptians; which neither thy fathers, nor thy fathers' fathers have
seen, since the day that they were upon the earth unto this day. And he turned himself,
and went out from Pharaoh."
2. Ex. 10:12 "And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the
land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up upon the land of Egypt, and eat
every herb of the land, even all that the hail hath left. 13 And Moses stretched forth his
rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that
day, and all that night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. 14
And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested in all the coasts of Egypt:
very grievous were they; before them there were no such locusts as they, neither after
them shall be such. 15 For they covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was
darkened; and they did eat every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees which the
hail had left: and there remained not any green thing in the trees, or in the herbs of the
field, through all the land of Egypt."
Scorpions are mentioned eleven times in the scripture and four of the times it is
used in connection with chastisement: "And now whereas my father did lade you with a
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father hath chastised you with whips, but I will
chastise you with scorpions."
This plague of the locusts was directed to a particular group of people: "but only
those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads." Thus those who have the
seal of God in their foreheads were exempted from this plague. As we have before

shown, those who have the seal of God in their foreheads are those of the elect who have
heard the gospel and believed it and trusted in Christ for their eternal salvation and then
were sealed with the holy spirit of promise: Eph. 1:13 "In whom ye also trusted, after that
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his
glory."
The people to whom the plague of locusts was sent are further restricted in the
fact that they were not destroyed by the plague: "And to them it was given that they
should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months." This brings us to
the conclusion that the plague of the locusts was directed to the elect who haven't heard
or believed the truth so as to trust in Christ for their eternal salvation. These are the ones
Paul spoke of in Rom. 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is,
that they might be saved. 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going
about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth."
"And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth,
neither any green thing, neither any tree." This manifests that the eternal life of the elect
who haven't heard or believed the gospel is secure. Green is the bible color associated
with life. The grass, the green thing, and the tree are all green and manifest life. When
Job suffered the loss of his possession, his children, and his health, the Lord told Satan,
"And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life." While it
is true that Satan has no power over the eternal life of anyone, yet this verse teaches us
that God in the chastisement of his children only allows the power of Satan to go so far.
All the elect are preserved in Christ Jesus and their eternal life is just that "eternal."
When a person is born of the Spirit, God writes his laws in their heart and mind:
1. Heb. 8:10 "For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their
hearts:"
2. Heb. 10:16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days,
saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;"
3. 2 Cor. 3:3 "Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ
ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables
of stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart."
4. Rom. 2:15 Which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their
conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else
excusing one another;"
In essence God sets up a courtroom in the heart and mind of his born again
children. The foundation of the judicial system is the laws that God has written and
placed in their heart and mind. They have their heart sprinkled from an evil conscience
(Heb. 10:22) which serves as the witness in this courtroom. Their thoughts which either
accuse or excuse them are both the prosecuting attorney and the defense attorney in this
courtroom. Their heart, which either condemns them or condemns them not (I John 3:20,
21), is the judge in this courtroom. Once they are born of the Spirit they begin to see

themselves and their judicial state before God in light of the laws written in their heart.
Their conscience begins to bear witness against them. Their thoughts accuse them and
their heart condemns them. In their heart and mind they are brought to a state of
conviction or condemnation before a just and holy God. The problem isn't just one or
two sins, but a plague of sins (locusts). Thus in their heart and mind coming out of the
smoke of God's judgment is a plague (locusts) of sins in their lives and it begins to
torment those born again children of God. The torment or sting of those sins is compared
to the sting of a scorpion. The sting of a scorpion has been compared to the burning of
hot coals upon flesh. Thus in the heart and mind of an elect born again child of God, the
conviction of sins torments his mind. This torment comes out of the bottomless pit and is
as the torment of hell. Thus as we have already shown, God's children can suffer hell
here in time.
This conviction of sin is a torment common to God's children, especially before
they come to a knowledge of the truth through the gospel of Jesus Christ. Some
examples of people in the scriptures who underwent this torment as follows:
1. Isaiah said in Is. 6:5 "Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts."
2. The publican in Lk.18:13 said, "And the publican, standing afar off, would not
lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be
merciful to me a sinner."
3. Paul said of his own experiences, "O wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death?"
4. It was said of many of those gathered on the day of Pentecost when they heard
the accusation that they were guilty of the blood and death of Jesus: "Now when they
heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?"
Their torment was said to be five months. Five is the bible number associated
with death. Death is a separation. Their torment wasn't an eternal separation from God,
but rather was the felt loss of fellowship with God due to their felt condemnation of sins.
"And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to
die, and death shall flee from them." A person who feels his condemnation because of
sins in the courtroom of his heart and mind soon sees the utter hopelessness of being able
to deliver himself from that condition, though he tries mightily to do so. He begins to
despair of life itself and to seek to find a remedy for his wretched condition even to the
point of death if that would deliver him from the torment of his heart and mind.
"And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle." The
phrase "horses prepared unto battle" indicates a warfare. Sin wars against the soul: 1 Pet.
2:11 "Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts,
which war against the soul." Also in Gal. 5:17 we read, "For the flesh lusteth against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that
ye cannot do the things that ye would." While this warfare is present for all born-again
children of God throughout their lives, yet for those who haven't felt their sins to be
forgiven through the blood of Christ, this warfare is a torment to their mind.
"And on their heads were as it were crowns like gold." Crowns are a symbol in
the scripture of reigning Kings. Sin reigns in the lives of some of God's people:

1. Rom. 5:21 "That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord."
2. Rom. 6:12 "Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should
obey it in the lusts thereof."
The spiritually born child of God who hasn't yet heard and believed the true gospel sees
sin reigning in his life and sees himself powerless or helpless to do anything about it,
though often he feels like he can somehow through his own efforts overcome sin. Seeing
sin reign in his life is a torment to such an individual.
"And their faces were as the faces of men." Sin is a mankind problem. When
Adam transgressed in the garden, he brought the condemnation of sin upon himself and
all his posterity. Furthermore, he brought himself and all his posterity under the bondage
and depravity of sin. When Isaiah declared himself in a state of woe because of sin he
identified not only himself as a man of unclean lips, but he also said that he was dwelling
in the midst of a people with unclean lips. However, the fact that all of mankind are
sinners is no consolation to the child of God who feels the wretchedness and
condemnation of his sins.
"And they had hair as the hair of women." 1 Cor. 11:14 "Doth not even nature
itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him? 15 But if a woman
have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering." For a man to
have long hair such that a woman does is a shame. Sin is a shame to all of mankind.
Furthermore, it is a shame to each one of us individually. It is this individual feeling of
shame that torments the individual.
"And their teeth were as the teeth of lions." Lions use their teeth to destroy and
tear the prey. Sin is the destroyer of mankind and of each of us individually.
"And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron." Iron is associated in
the scriptures with bondage. Sin brings it victims into bondage. We are by nature under
the bondage of the law of sin and death. This bondage is an impenetrable bondage. We
being dead in trespasses and sins cannot deliver ourselves from the bondage of sin. Only
the Lord can deliver us from this bondage and he did this through the law of the spirit of
life in Christ Jesus.
"And the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses
running to battle." In the spirit born child of God's warfare against sin, the enemy has a
hugh numerical advantage. The immensity of sin in the lives of God children can
certainly be intimidating. Only when the person comes to understand that Christ took all
of our sins and nailed them to the tree of his cross and separated them from us as far as
the east is from the west do we get a true rest from the burden of sin guiltiness.
"And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose
name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name
Apollyon." It comes as no surprise that sin has a king and this king is Satan. The terms
Abaddon and Apollyon both mean destroyer. The following verses show Satan as the
destroyer:
1. 1 Cor. 5:5 "To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh,
that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus."
2. 1 Pet. 5:8 "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:"

3. Lk. 22:31 "And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to
have you, that he may sift you as wheat:"
4. John 10:10 "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I
am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."
This timely condemnation and conviction in the hearts and minds of God's born
again people is of the mercies of God that they might see themselves to be sinners and to
know the exceeding sinfulness of sin and therefore begin to seek a Saviour. It is
impossible for a man to seek a saviour until he has first felt the conviction of sin in his
heart. The true gospel of Jesus Christ, when believed, delivers one from the heart-felt
condemnation of sin and gives him rest from going about trying to get right with God to
resting in the finished work of Jesus Christ.
Rev. 9:12-19, Part 1
Rev. 9:12 "One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.
13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden
altar which is before God, 14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the
four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. 15 And the four angels were
loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay
the third part of men. 16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred
thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the
vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and
brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths
issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 18 By these three was the third part of men killed,
by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. 19
For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents,
and had heads, and with them they do hurt."
As throughout the book of Revelations this passage of scripture is full of biblical
signs and the lessons taught in this passage are based on the understanding of those signs.
Some of the signs we have already dealt with previously. We will now endeavor to show
the meaning of the signs that we haven't previously considered. The signs that we haven't
yet considered in this passage are these:
1. Four horns of the golden altar;
2. The Euphrates River;
3. Four angels bound in the Euphrates River;
4. The Jacinth stone.
As we have previously concluded, four is the bible number associated with the
work of the Spirit. In addition, we have shown that the horn is the bible symbol for
authority. In Chapter 8 we studied the golden incense altar where our High Priest, Jesus
Christ, makes intercession for us based on his atoning sacrifice for our sins. Thus the
"four horns of the golden altar" show to us that the passage is dealing with the working of
the Spirit and His authority and is an aspect of Christ's intercessory work on behalf of his
people.
The Euphrates River was one of the four rivers that parted from the River of
Eden. Euphrates means rushing. A rushing river is a powerful river and has great

destructive capability. The Euphrates River appears in the scriptures twenty one times.
At least fifteen times its usage is as a boundary or border. The Euphrates River was one
of the borders or boundaries of the possession of the children of Israel that God gave unto
them. Judah's King Josiah was killed at the Euphrates River. The army of Pharaohnecho
king of Egypt was destroyed at the Euphrates River. At the commandment of God
Jeremiah hid the garment that he had worn about his loins at the River Euphrates and
when he returned it was marred so that it was good for nothing. The total depravity of
man under the law of sin and death is like the Euphrates River. Total depravity as a bible
doctrine is a boundary for the true believers. It separates them from all other religious
beliefs. While many profess a belief in the depravity of man, yet they couch it in the idea
that there is a spark of good in men and that they can somehow produce faith and become
children of God through their efforts. This belief is totally erroneous and contrary to the
doctrine of total depravity. Just as a very good King such as Josiah was killed at the
Euphrates and a very strong army such as Egypt's was destroyed at the Euphrates so all of
mankind is destroyed under the law of sin and death. Rom. 5:12-19 teaches us that we all
died in Adam and were condemned in Adam and were made sinners in Adam. Thus
when Adam sinned in the garden of Eden, the effects of his sin were passed on to all of
his posterity. Rom. 3:9-20 declare to us the effects of total depravity upon all of
mankind. In this passage all of mankind are declared to be condemned (none righteous),
incapable of understanding spiritual things, incapable of seeking after God, together
becoming unprofitable (in Adam), incapable of doing good, all of their actions both
verbal and physical of being evil, and of having no fear of God. God's people go outside
the boundaries of truth when they declare that man can somehow do something in order
to get right with God or to get himself born of the Spirit or of doing something to merit
eternal life.
The four angels bound in the Euphrates River were loosed. Again four is the
bible number of the work of the Spirit. The angels in the book of Revelation are
messengers and often they represent the gospel ministry. They, however, were like those
to whom they preach, bound in their own total depravity. It is the law of the spirit of life
in Christ Jesus that makes us free from the law of sin and death. When the Spirit
quickens us into spiritual life, we are freed from the bondage of total depravity. We can
then begin to seek after God, to understand spiritual things, to do good, to refrain from
evil, to know the way of peace, and to fear God. In the flesh, we still possess a depraved
nature, but in the new birth, we are given a new nature.
The Jacinth stone is a deep blue stone. Blue is the bible color associated with the
law or commandment: Num. 15:38 "Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that
they make them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and
that they put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of blue: 39 And it shall be unto you
for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the
LORD, and do them; and that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after
which ye use to go a whoring: 40 That ye may remember, and do all my commandments,
and be holy unto your God." Thus, the Jacinth stone represents the law or
commandments of God.

Rev. 9:12-19, Part 2
Rev. 9:12 "One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.
13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden
altar which is before God, 14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the
four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. 15 And the four angels were
loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay
the third part of men. 16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred
thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the
vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and
brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths
issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 18 By these three was the third part of men killed,
by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. 19
For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents,
and had heads, and with them they do hurt."
"One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter." The word,
"woe," is defined as an exclamation of grief. Isaiah, in relating his experience of grace in
Isaiah chapter 6, declared himself in a state of woe. However, he didn't remain in that
state of woe very long as the Lord showed him his deliverance. The Lord often turns
woes into blessings. For instance, when a child of God sees himself as a convicted ruined
sinner he is in a state of woe. However, when he sees that Jesus died to redeem him from
his sins he sees himself in a blessed state. If he did not see himself to be a sinner, he
would never have understood the blessings of salvation! Sin and our perception of sin
brings us into states of woe.
"And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the
golden altar which is before God." The voice is the voice of the Lord who speaks in
many ways unto his children. Here He speaks from the four horns of the golden altar. As
we have determined the four horns of the golden altar indicate the working and the
authority of the Spirit proceeding from the golden incense altar where Jesus Christ
intercedes on behalf of his people. The authority is the authority of Christ through the
Holy Spirit and comes through the mercy of God in his redemptive work and intercession
of behalf of his people.
"Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are
bound in the great river Euphrates." The angel, as the messenger of God, delivers the
Lord's message with the trumpet, which is typical of the gospel. Previously we studied
the relationship between the river Euphrates and the doctrine of total depravity. We also
noted that the angels along with all of God's children are bound by the doctrine of total
depravity and are loosed by the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. The four angels
seem to be typical of the four gifts of the gospel ministry, as we will show later. The four
gifts of the gospel ministry are set forth for us in Eph. 4:11 "And he gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers." The true
ministry of the Lord will preach the total depravity of man.
"And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day,
and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men." The words hour, day, month,
and year are units of time that depict a range of time from a short duration to an
intermediate duration. The gift of the apostles and prophets were of short duration and

lasted for only a few years until the canon of scripture was complete. The gift of
evangelist is of longer duration, but in any particular location is shorter than the gift of
the pastor and teacher, which last as long as the church lasts. The message of all these
gifts is the same message, however. The message of total depravity of all mankind must
be a part of their teaching. As can be seen in this teaching the third part (flesh) of man is
slain according to this message.
"And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand
thousand: and I heard the number of them." The phrase "two hundred thousand thousand
comes from the Greek words "duo murias murias murias." Duo means two. Murias
means a large indefinite number which generally is expressed as ten thousand. By doing
the math on duo murias murias murias we would have 2 x 10,000 x 10,000 x 10,000
which adds up to 2 trillion. Certainly this army of horsemen is an overwhelmingly
numerically superior army to any other army that has ever existed. This army as we will
see was in direct opposition to all of mankind. This army is the army of sins. While all
of mankind is condemned by the single sin of Adam, yet judicial payment of sin had to be
made for all the sins of all the elect. Thus it was the many offenses of the elect that Jesus
came to redeem us from.
"And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having
breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone." As we have previously seen fire is
associated with the wrath of God. Jacinth is associated with the law of God. Brimstone
is associated with the executed judgment of God. Consequently, we were under the
wrathful judgment of God's broken law, which demanded that every sin and disobedience
receive a just recompense of reward.
"And the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths
issued fire and smoke and brimstone." The lion uses its mouth to devour its prey. Sins
had devoured us. We were their prey and we were devoured under the wrathful fiery
judgment of God because of sins.
"And out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone." Both, practically,
in the covenant of the law of sin and death and, experimentally, in the experiences of
God's children sin had consumed us.
"By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke,
and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths." These three symbols indicate
God's executed judgment of sin and the result of that executed judgment is death. The
wages of sin is death. Since all sin is judged, we either personally suffer the judgment of
sin or Christ suffers in our room and stead. For the elect, Christ suffered the judgment of
sin in their room and stead. For the born again child of God, the soul is cleansed in the
new birth and the spirit is added. The flesh, however, remains in its depraved (dead) state
until the resurrection when the flesh will be changed and fashioned like the glorious body
of Christ. Here in time the flesh is dead to the things of God as the following scriptures
show:
1. Rom. 7:18 "For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing:"
2. Rom. 8:7 "Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject
to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please
God."

3. 1 Cor. 2:14 "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned."
4. Rom. 8:10 "And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the
Spirit is life because of righteousness."
5. Gal. 5:19 "Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time
past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God."
"For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto
serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt." The poison is in the head of the
serpent. The poison of sin began when the serpent in the garden enticed first Eve then
Adam to transgress the commandment of God. God, however, made provision for the
deliverance from sin as he pronounced sentence upon the serpent. Gen. 3:14 "And the
LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all
cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou
eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel."
Here God promised that the woman's seed would bruise the serpent's head and the serpent
would bruise the heel of the woman's seed. The promised woman's seed is the Lord Jesus
Christ and the heel of Christ (body) was bruised at the cross of Calvary, but at the same
time thru His death, burial, and resurrection Jesus bruised the head of the serpent, thus
destroying the source of the serpent's poison. According to Heb. 2:14, "Forasmuch then
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the
same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the
devil; 15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage," Christ has delivered us from the fear of death by destroying him who had the
power of death.
Rev. 9:20, 21
Rev. 9:20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet
repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of
gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor
walk: 21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their
fornication, nor of their thefts." According to the scriptures, all men died in Adam.
However not all men realize or believe that they died in Adam. Anyone who has not
been born of the Spirit of God has no fear of God before his eyes and God is not in all of
his thoughts. The wicked through the pride of his countenance will not seek after God.
They have not the laws of God written in their heart and no courtroom set up in their
heart. Therefore, they have no conviction of sin. How can someone repent of the works
of their hands when they see no evil in the works of their hands?

Any worship of the unregenerate is according to custom, tradition, or the training
and teaching of man. Thus, they worship devils and idols of gold, and silver, and brass,
and stone, and wood: which can neither see, nor hear, nor walk. They hear not God's
word, because they are not of God. The preaching of the cross to them is foolishness.
They repent not of evil because they have no nature but an evil nature. True repentance
is impossible for them in an unregenerate state. Godly sorrow leads men to repentance.
But these have no fear of God before their eyes, thus godly sorrow is impossible with
them and consequently repentance is also impossible.

Rev. 10:1
Rev. 10:1 "And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed
with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and
his feet as pillars of fire." Based on the description in this verse and the signs we have
previously studied we conclude that the mighty angel is Christ and that he was clothed
with a cloud, i.e., his glory (See chapter 1). He had a rainbow (See chapter 4) upon his
head, which points us to his coming to accomplish the provisions of the covenant of
redemption (rainbow covenant). The reference to his head suggests that he came to fulfill
his eternal purpose which he purposed before the world began. His face was as it were
the sun. He is the Sun of Righteousness and he came in righteousness to fulfill all
righteousness under the law. His feet were pillars of fire, which indicates that he suffered
the wrath of God (pillars of fire) because of the sins of his elect. The reference to his feet
suggests a connection to the fact that he tread the winepress of the wrath of God alone.
The reference to pillars suggests that what Jesus did is the foundation and support for our
eternal deliverance from sin.
The two previous chapters gave us a picture of the effect of sin both timely and
eternal and its required judgment. This chapter starts out with the picture of Christ
coming down from heaven under the covenant of redemption to redeem his people from
their sins. This verse outlines his righteousness and subsequently his sacrificial
atonement on behalf of the elect.
Rev. 10:2
Rev. 10:2 "And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot
upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth." The words "little book" come from the
Greek word "bibliaridion" which means little book or pamphlet. It is not to be confused
with the seven sealed book that began to be opened in chapter 5. Later in this chapter the
prophet was told to eat the book and it would be in his mouth sweet as honey, but in his
belly it would be bitter. There is a passage similar to this in the book of Ezekiel: Ezek.
2:9 "And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was
therein; 10 And he spread it before me; and it was written within and without: and there
was written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe. 3:1 Moreover he said unto me,
Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. 2 So
I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. 3 And he said unto me, Son of
man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I
eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness."
Written in the roll in Ezekiel were lamentations, and mournings, and woe. While
this was sweet to the taste of the prophet, yet when he internalized it, it was bitter.
Similarly the little book in Rev. chapter 10 was sweet to the mouth of John but was bitter
in his belly. We will have more to say about this book later on in this chapter.
The little book was open. The Lord must give us understanding for us to
understand the scriptures. Just as with the door, the Lord can shut and no man can open,
and the Lord can open and no man can shut, so with the book the Lord can close the
understanding or open the understanding to our minds and heart. We are dependant upon
the Lord for our understanding.

"He set his right foot upon the sea and his left foot upon the earth." In Joshua we
read, Josh. 10:24 "And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings unto Joshua,
that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the men of war
which went with him, Come near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings. And they
came near, and put their feet upon the necks of them." Putting the feet upon the necks of
the kings symbolized victory over the enemy. The Lord has gotten victory over all the
opposition. He has gotten the victory over sin, and death, and hell, and the devil, and the
grave. Sometimes the sea symbolizes the nations and the earth symbolized Israel. The
Lord has gotten the victory over all the enemies of his elect people both Jews (earth) and
Gentiles (sea).
Rev. 10:3, 4
Rev. 10:3 "And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had
cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. 4 And when the seven thunders had uttered
their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal
up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not."
Sometimes a lion is a symbol of a king. Of course the lion in this verse is a
symbol of Christ the King of kings and Lord of lords. The roaring of a lion is both
majestic and terrifying. The Lord cried with a loud voice. Several times in the scriptures
the Lord cried with a loud voice, including when he raised Lazarus from the dead, when
he cried out on the cross, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me," and when he
cried out "Into thy hands I commend my spirit" and of course he is coming with a shout
in the resurrection of the just and the unjust. All of these things have been revealed unto
us and are opened in the scriptures. God has not revealed every thing unto us:
1. Deu. 29:29 "The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all
the words of this law."
2. Dan. 12:4 "But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to
the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased."
3. Dan. 12:9 "And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end."
Paul reported in 2 Cor. chapter 12:1 "It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory.
I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I knew a man in Christ above
fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I
cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I knew such
a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 4 How that
he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a
man to utter."
Thunder is a report of an electrical discharge. It is one of the evidences of that
discharge. It comes after the lightning because the speed of sound is slower than the
speed of light. The electrical discharge produces both the light and the sound. There are
things in the power of God that are yet to be made manifest, yet we know very little
about. For instance, we know very little about the glory world. We know very little
about the end of this time world in which we live. We truly know very little about the

great wisdom and power of God. Eternity is a concept that we have a hard time grasping.
The omniscience of God is extremely hard to comprehend. Yet all these things will be
manifest when it pleases God. Yet the details are largely hidden from us at this time. No
doubt part of the reason these and other things haven't been revealed to us is that we
aren't capable of understanding them because of the depravity of our human mind. In the
morning of the resurrection we will be freed from the corruption of sin and be fashioned
like the glorious body of Christ. Then we will be capable of understanding things that are
now kept secret from us.
Rev. 10:5, 6
Rev. 10:5 "And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted
up his hand to heaven, 6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created
heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and
the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer."
There are differences of opinion as to whether this refers to the end of this time
world or to the end of the law covenant. I am still wrestling with the answer to this.
However, my current thinking is that it refers to the end of this time world. I currently
think this because of the use of the conjunction, but, in verse 7. The conjunction, but,
seems to set verse 7 and that which follows in contrast to what is said in verses 5 and 6.
Also verses 5 and 6 contrast the eternal God to his timely creation. This natural creation
of God has an end, but God does not have an end. God lives forever and ever. God
created all things and he upholds all things. He set this time world in motion and
determined the time of its existence. Also He will conclude it. God's creation and his
conclusion are not by chance, but the working of an all powerful and all knowing eternal
God. While we do not know when that time shall be, we know that God knows exactly
when it will be and that the resurrection will be at his appointed time.
Rev. 10:7
Rev. 10:7 "But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin
to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the
prophets."
Some have taken the above to mean that when the seventh angel begins to sound
that this time world will end, and the resurrection will come. I do not believe that is the
case.
The seventh angel is mentioned three times in the book of Revelation. The other
two times are as follows:
1. Rev. 11:15 "And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of
his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever."
2. Rev. 16:17 "And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there
came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 18
And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake,

such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 19
And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great
Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the
fierceness of his wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not
found. 21 And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the
weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the
plague thereof was exceeding great."
Ref. 1 above says that when the seventh angel sounds the kingdoms of this world
will become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ and that he will reign for ever.
Since the time of Christ, none of the natural kingdoms of this world have ever truly been
Christian kingdoms, including the United States. Furthermore, in the resurrection, all
natural kingdoms will cease and there will be no natural kingdoms in the glory world.
The reference to the kingdoms of this world is consistent with Rev. 1:6 that states that
God has made us kings and priests unto God. The kingdoms are the individual kingdoms
of each individual disciple of Christ. It is here in these individual kingdoms of the
believer that Christ reigns forever and ever.
Ref. 2 above speaks of a time of timely judgment of great Babylon. Obviously,
even before this was written, the nation of Babylon had ceased to exist. The great
Babylon was not a natural kingdom but a spiritual kingdom. As we go further into our
study of Revelation, we will find that great Babylon answered to the perverted religious
system of the Jews at that time. God's wrathful judgment of Judaism took place around
70 A.D. with the destruction of Jerusalem.
Next, we examine the mystery of God. The word, mystery, comes from the Greek
word, musterion, and means a secret. It is a secret that is known by some but not known
by others. There are about 18 references to the mystery of God in the New Testament. A
sampling of these verses follows:
1. Mk. 4:11 "And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of
the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in
parables:"
2. Rom. 11:25 "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this
mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened
to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."
3. Rom. 16:25 "Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my
gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began,"
4. 1 Cor. 2:7 "But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden
wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 8 Which none of the
princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord
of glory."
5. Eph. 1:9 "Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his
good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:"
6. Eph. 3:3 "How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I
wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge
in the mystery of Christ) 5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of
men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 6 That the
Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in

Christ by the gospel: 7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace
of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power."
7. Eph. 3: 9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery,
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by
Jesus Christ: 10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly
places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 11 According to the
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:"
8. Eph. 6:19 "And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open
my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,"
9. Col. 1:26 "Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 27 To whom God would make
known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory:"
10. Col. 4:3 "Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of
utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:"
11. 1 Tim. 3:16 "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God
was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory."
As can be seen by a perusal of the above the mystery of God is the gospel of the
kingdom of God and all that it entails. The gospel is presented unto us in the canon of
scriptures being revealed to us in the New Testament. When the seventh angel began to
sound the canon of scripture was completed and the mystery finished or completed. This
is consistent with what we read in Rev. 8:2 "And I saw the seven angels which stood
before God; and to them were given seven trumpets." In our notes on this verse we
compared the use of the trumpets in the scriptures to the gospel of Jesus Christ. The
angels of course refer to the gospel messengers who delivered the gospel to us. Seven is
the bible number associated with completion teaching us that with the seventh angel the
canon of scripture was completed and we have the complete gospel message.
Rev. 10:8-11
Rev. 10:8 "And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and
said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth
upon the sea and upon the earth. 9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me
the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly
bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. 10 And I took the little book out of the
angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had
eaten it, my belly was bitter. 11 And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before
many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings."
Some things we eat are sweet to the taste, but in the digestive system cause a
stomachache. Likewise, this is true in a spiritual sense as well. Sin can be eaten as a
sweet morsel but the after effects can be extremely bitter. Sometimes drinking a little
wine can turn into drunkenness. In David's case taking a glance at a woman bathing
turned into adultery and had a profoundly bitter effect on his life. Jacob told a little lie to

his father, Isaac, in order to get a blessing and it ended up separating him from the
presence of his father and mother for the remainder of their lives.
Similarly, there are religious things that can seem quite to be desired at first
glance, but the fruit of it is extremely bitter. John saw Mystery Babylon the Great and at
first marveled at her. However, the angel showed John the great wickedness of that
religious system.
The above passage also teaches us that the things that apply to the Lord's people
also apply to the preacher. The scriptures say "there is a way which seemeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." The things that we warn the Lord's
people about also apply to us. Sometimes our understanding of things is sweet, but the
application of those things in our lives becomes bitter because our flesh rebels against it.
Often things that look good are bad. The false prophet appears as a sheep. Satan
transforms himself into an angel of righteousness. His ministers transform themselves
into ministers of righteousness. He calls his doctrine the gospel of Christ. His assembly
calls itself the church of Christ. He disguises his word as a bible.
The apostle was to prophesy before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and
kings. This prospect alone is sweet to the preacher, but the things that we sometimes
have to preach are bitter. We would love to preach sweet things that are sweet both to the
taste and to the stomach. That is, we love to preach about what God has done for us in
giving us eternal life, and saving us from our sins, and the hope of the resurrection.
However, in order to preach the whole counsel of God, we must warn people of things we
sometimes would rather not speak about. Sometimes we must warn them of their
ungodly ways and their need to repent. Sometimes we must warn them of the
consequences of ungodly lifestyles and ungodly practices in their lives.

Rev. Ch. 11 Preface
Chapter 11 notes are written in two parts. The first part is an explanation of the
signs in chapter 11 and includes the following sections:
1. Rev. 11.1
2. Rev. 11.2
3. Rev. 11.3-6
4. Rev. 11.7
The second part of the notes is a narrative explanation of the entire chapter and
includes the following sections:
1. Rev. 11-narrativep1
2. Rev. 11-narrativep2
Rev. 11:1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood,
saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship
therein.
Rev. Chapter 11 begins with the apostle John being told to measure some things
(temple of God, the altar, and them that worship therein). He was given a measuring reed
in which to perform his task. In the book of Ezekiel chapters 40-48 there are quite a
number of things measured in the house of Ezekiels vision. They were measured by a
measuring reed. The size of this measuring reed is given to us in Eze. 40:5 “And behold
a wall on the outside of the house round about, and in the man's hand a measuring reed of
six cubits long by the cubit and an hand breadth: so he measured the breadth of the
building, one reed; and the height, one reed.”
The length of this measuring reed was 6 cubits and a hand breadth. This might
seem to be an odd size for a measuring instrument until you notice that a hand breadth is
approximately 6 inches long. This makes the measuring reed 6 cubits and 6 inches. This
makes for a 6x6 measuring instrument. We see also an example of something 6x6 in the
setting of the 12 loaves of shew bread on the table in the tabernacle. These 12 loaves
were arranged in 2 rows with 6 loaves in a row. Thus they were so configured to be 6x6.
The loaves represented spiritual food for God’s people. They were symbolic of the
scriptures which are given to us in 66 books. Likewise, as we will see, the scriptures are
our perfect measuring instrument. We read in 2 Cor. 10:12 “For we dare not make
ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but
they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves,
are not wise. 13 But we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the
measure of the rule which God hath distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you.
14 For we stretch not ourselves beyond our measure, as though we reached not unto you:
for we are come as far as to you also in preaching the gospel of Christ: 15 Not boasting of
things without our measure, that is, of other men's labours; but having hope, when your
faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly.”
To measure ourselves among ourselves we are told is not wise. However, we
have a perfect measure as the above scriptures teach us by which we are to measure all
things. This measure is the word of God. By this measure we are to “prove all things,”
and “hold fast that which is good.” (Other references to thing measured in the New

Testament, see Matt. 7:2; 23:32; Mk. 6:51; Lk. 6:38; Rom. 12:3; 2 Cor. 10:12-15; Eph.
4:7, 13, 16; Rev. 6:6)
Next, we notice that this measuring reed was “like unto a rod.” The rod is often
used in the scriptures to represent the authority of God. (See Ex. 4:17; 7:9, 10, 12, 15,
17, 19, 20; 8:5, 16, 17; 9:23; 10:13; 14:16; 17:59; Num. 17:2-10; 20:8-11; 2 Sam. 7:14;
Job 9:34; 21:9; Ps. 2:9; 23:4; 89:32; 110:2; Prov. 22:15; Rev. 2:27; 12:5; 19:15). Thus
we see that the things that are to be measured are there by the authority of God and have
their measurements according to God’s authority. Thus they aren’t to be changed by
man!
The first of the three things to be measured was the “temple of God.” The temple
is where God is worshipped. During the Old Testament days the temple of God was
located at Jerusalem and was built by Solomon and the children of Israel. The
dimensions of this temple and the furnishings of this temple are given to us in I Kings.
Jesus spoke of the temple of his body as he said, “Destroy this temple and in three days I
will raise it up again. This spoke he of the temple of his body.” Jesus body is different
from our body in that he was born of a virgin who was overshadowed by the Holy Ghost
and his body was holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners. He worshipped
and served God in that body. Thus it was a temple. In the New Testament, the church is
referred to as the temple of God. Eph. 2:20 “And are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21In whom all
the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22In whom
ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” (See also 1 Cor.
3:16, 17; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16)
The second thing to be measured was the altar. In the Old Testament the
dimension of the brazen altar was given to us in the book of Exodus. Upon this altar the
animal sacrifices were made. The scriptures speak of another altar in this New Testament
church age in Heb. 13:10 “We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which
serve the tabernacle.” The altar is the place where something is sacrificed. In the Old
Testament animals were sacrificed on the brazen altar. Similarly we read of spiritual
sacrifices in the New Testament. 1 Pet. 2:5 reads, “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up
a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ.” The following verses tell us of some of those spiritual sacrifices:
1. Rom. 12:1 "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service."
2. Phil. 2:17 "Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith,
I joy, and rejoice with you all."
3. Phil 4:18 "But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of
Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice
acceptable, wellpleasing to God."
4. Heb. 13:15 "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 16But to do good and
to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased."
It is to be noted that when something is sacrificed then something is given up. To
present our bodies a living sacrifice is to give up living after the flesh, but to live after the
inner man and the word of God. The sacrifice of faith means that we are to give up

walking after the sight of the flesh, to walk after the leadership of God and his word.
Likewise the other sacrifices listed involve giving up the natural desires of the flesh to do
spiritual things. Thus, it appears that the altar on which fleshly things are sacrificed for
spiritual things is the altar of our bodies.
The third thing to be measured was the worshippers in the temple. Certainly
within this measurement would be the fact that these are born-again, repentant, baptized
believers in the gospel of the grace of Christ.

Rev. 11:2
Part I
Rev. 11:2 “But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it
not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty
and two months.”
In the scriptures the court is the gathering place of the people. (See Lev. 6:16, 26;
Jer. 19:14; 26:2; 36:10; 2 Chr. 6:13; 20:5) Also in the court the king spoke to the people
(See 2 Chr. 6:13; 20:5). In addition, the court was the place that the priests were to eat
the meat offering (Lev. 6:14-18) and the sin offering (Lev. 6:25, 26). Sometimes the
prophets spake to the people in the court (Jer. 19:14; 26:2; 36:10). God’s glory filled the
court (Ezek. 10:3-5). The people worshipped in the court (Jer. 26:2; Ezek. 8:16).
Offerings were made in the court (2 Chr. 7:7). The gate of the court had hangings of
blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen, and pillars and sockets of silver and brass (Ex.
27:16). The dimensions of the court of the tabernacle were 100 cubits by 50 cubits, the
same as the dimensions of the king’s house (Ex. 27:9-19; 1 Ki. 17:2). The dimensions of
the court in Ezekiel’s vision were 100 cubits by 100 cubits, the same dimensions of the
house of the Lord (Ezek. 40:19, 23, 27, 47; 41:13-15).
There are a great number of similarities between the court and the New Testament
church. For instance, the church is the gathering of the Lord’s people (not the building,
but the people themselves). (See Matt. 13:2, 47, 48; 18:20; 22:10; 23:37; Lk. 24:33; Acts
12:12; 14:27; 15:30; 20:8; 1 Cor. 5:4). Thru the preaching of the gospel, King Jesus
speaks to the people: 1 Thes. 2: 13 “For this cause also thank we God without ceasing,
because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in
you that believe.” The Lord has made his people kings and priests unto God: Rev. 1:6
"And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” As priests unto God according to 1 Pet. 2:5 “Ye
also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” Thus as in the court, we are to
offer up spiritual sacrifices in the church. As we have already seen the Lord speaks to his
people in the church and he does this thru the gospel ministry. As the people worshipped
in the court, today we worship God in the church (Eph. 2:20-22). The gate of the court
was the place of entrance to the court. The colors of the hangings all have a significance.
For instance the color blue is associated with the law. The color scarlet is associated with
the blood of Christ. The color purple is associated with royalty. The color white is
associated with righteousness. Brass is associated with suffering and affliction. Silver is

associated with redemption. By taking these things all together, we can see that, Christ,
the righteous one (white) kept the law (blue) to a jot and tittle and became the perfect
sacrifice for his people (scarlet), thus thru his sufferings on the cross (brass) and his shed
blood (scarlet), he redeemed (silver) his people from their sins, thus making them
righteous (white). He also made them kings and priests unto God (purple). This is in
perfect harmony with Rev. 1:5 “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and
the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved
us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests
unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” It can
also be noted that the church is the King’s house which is the house of God: 1 Tim. 3:15
"But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth."
Part II- The Holy City
The holy city in the Old Testament is identified as the city of Jerusalem in the
following verses of scripture:
1. Neh. 11:1 "And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem: the rest of the
people also cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem the holy city, and
nine parts to dwell in other cities."
2. Is. 52:1 "Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful
garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come
into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean."
3. Dan. 9:24 "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy
city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up
the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy."
The holy city in the New Testament is identified as the Lord’s church or new
Jerusalem in the following verses:
1. Rev. 21:2 "And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband."
2. Rev. 3:12 "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God,
and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the
name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven
from my God: and I will write upon him my new name."
3. Rev. 22:10 "And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God."

show:

Part III-Gentiles to tread under foot
To tread under foot means to possess or have the victory as the following verses

1. Ex. 24:10 "And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it
were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his
clearness."
2. Deu. 1:36 "Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him will I
give the land that he hath trodden upon, and to his children, because he hath wholly
followed the LORD."

3. Deu. 11:24 "Every place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be
yours: from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even unto
the uttermost sea shall your coast be."
4. Jos. 1:3 "Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I
given unto you, as I said unto Moses."
5. Jos. 14:9 "And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely the land whereon thy
feet have trodden shall be thine inheritance, and thy children's for ever, because thou hast
wholly followed the LORD my God."
Based on the above verses we can conclude that the Gentiles have been given to
possess the holy city or New Jerusalem (the church) for "forty two months."
Part IV-Forty and Two Months
There are four different ways that the scriptures express the period of time three
and a half years. These are found in the following verses:
1. Rev. 11:3 "And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth."
2. Rev. 12:6 "And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore
days."
3. Rev. 12:14 "And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she
might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times,
and half a time, from the face of the serpent."
4. Dan. 7:25 "And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall
wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall
be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time."
5. Dan. 9:27 "And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in
the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the
overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation,
and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate."
6. Dan. 12:7 "And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of
the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him
that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have
accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished."
7. Lk. 4:25 "But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of
Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was
throughout all the land;"
8. James 5:25 "But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days
of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was
throughout all the land;"
Three and one half plus three and one half equals seven. Seven represents
completion in the scriptures. There are two testaments and only two testaments. Taking
both the Old Testament and the New Testament together gives us the complete word of
God. By studying the two witnesses in Rev. 11:3 we come to the conclusion that they
represent the law and the prophets. Thus, they are the Old Testament. By studying the
woman in Rev. 12:6 we are drawn to the conclusion that she represents the New
Testament. By studying the times in which three and a half years is used in the scriptures

we are drawn to the conclusion that regardless of the form in which it is presented it
represents either the New Testament age or the Old Testament age. During the New
Testament age, the Gentiles are to tread under foot (possess) the holy city (church) and to
walk the court thereof.
Rev11.3-6
Rev. 11:3 "And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy
a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4 These are the two
olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 5 And if any
man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and
if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 6 These have power to shut
heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn
them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will."
The use of the term "two witnesses" is found seven other times in the scriptures as
follows:
1. Deu. 17: 6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is
worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to
death.
2. Deu. 19: 15 One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for
any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three
witnesses, shall the matter be established.
3. Matt. 18: 16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more,
that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.
4. Matt. 26: 60 But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet
found they none. At the last came two false witnesses.
5. 2 Cor. 13:1 This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or
three witnesses shall every word be established.
6. 1 Tim. 5: 19 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or
three witnesses.
7. Heb. 10: 28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or
three witnesses:
In each of these verses, two witnesses were needed in the execution of justice. One
witness was not sufficient to establish the guilt of anyone in judgment. This was true
both in the old testament and in the new testament.
The number two is otherwise associated with the scripture subject of witness. For
instance, frequently, two individuals are placed in juxtaposition to one another to teach us
spiritual lessons. In Romans chapter 5 Adam and Christ are compared and contrasted
illustrating the doctrine of "federal headship." Likewise, true vs. false worship are
compared in the lives of Cain and Abel. Fleshly birth vs. new birth are compared in the
births of Ishmael and Isaac. God's election by grace is illustrated by the fraternal twins
Esau and Jacob. Also as the prophet Elijah was the forerunner of the prophet Elisha, so
John was the forerunner of Christ. Similarly, God instituted the law of marriage in the
garden of Eden, that the husband and wife might mirror the relationship of Christ to his

bride, the church. Furthermore, Christ sent out his 12 apostles and the seventy other
ministers in pairs to be witnesses of his gospel kingdom.
The two olive trees are described for us in Zec. 4: 2 "And said unto me, What
seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl
upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps,
which are upon the top thereof: 3 And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of
the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof." We are told what these two olive trees
represent in Zec. 4: 6 "Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of
the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith
the LORD of hosts." Thus the two olive trees are "the word of the Lord." This is further
verified in Zec. 4: 11 Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees
upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof? 12 And I answered
again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two
golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves? 13 And he answered me and said,
Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 14 Then said he, These are
the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth." Thus the "two olive
trees" are the "two anointed ones that stand by the Lord of the whole earth" which are
also called the "word of the Lord." At the time this was written the "word of the Lord"
consisted of the "law and the prophets."
The term "two candlesticks" is not found elsewhere in the scriptures. However,
the context of Rev. chapter 11 and the term "candlestick" gives us a clear picture as to
who or what the "two candlesticks" has reference to. Previously in the 1st chapter of Rev.
the Lord told us of seven golden candlesticks, which he said, are the seven churches.
Candlesticks give off light. As the Lord told the disciples, "Ye are the light of the
world," so the church gives off spiritual light to God's people. In Psalms 119: 105 NUN.
"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." Thus the word of the Lord
is a lamp or candlestick.
Part II – Identification of the Two Witnesses
We read concerning Elijah the prophet in 2 Kings 1: 10 "And Elijah answered
and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from
heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and
consumed him and his fifty. 11 Again also he sent unto him another captain of fifty with
his fifty. And he answered and said unto him, O man of God, thus hath the king said,
Come down quickly. 12 And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I be a man of God,
let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God
came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty." Also, we read of Elijah in
James 5: 17 "Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly
that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six
months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth
her fruit." Elijah truly was a great prophet and the things written above connect him to
Rev. 11, v.5 and the first half of v.6.
We read concerning Moses in Ex. 7: 19 "And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say
unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon their
streams, upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, that

they may become blood; and that there may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt,
both in vessels of wood, and in vessels of stone. 20 And Moses and Aaron did so, as the
LORD commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river,
in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were in the
river were turned to blood. 21 And the fish that was in the river died; and the river stank,
and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of the river; and there was blood
throughout all the land of Egypt." We read in Ex. Chapters 7 thru 12 also concerning
Moses where God used Moses to smite the land of Egypt with all manner of plagues.
Therefore, Moses fits the description given in the last half of Rev. 11:6.
In the scriptures, Moses is the representative of the law and Elijah is the
representative of the prophets. They were witnesses of the Lord as illustrated in Lk. 9: 28
And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter and John and
James, and went up into a mountain to pray. 29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his
countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering. 30 And, behold,
there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: 31 Who appeared in glory,
and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. Thus we can
conclude that the "two witnesses" and the "two candlesticks" are the "law and the
prophets," i.e., the old testament. The law and the prophets were no doubt witnesses
throughout the old testament age, but are they a witness unto us today? This we will
attempt to answer in the next installment.
Rev. 11:7
Rev. 11: 7 "And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome
them, and kill them."
Let us take a topical look of the "beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit."
This beast is under the power and authority of the dragon (Rev. 13:2). He has seven
heads and ten horns (Rev. 13:1). He has a three fold warfare as he makes war with the
Lamb (Rev. 17:14), the saints (Rev. 13:7) and with the word (Rev. 11:7). This beast is
like unto a leopard (Rev. 13:2). A leopard is white and yellow with black spots. Thus it
is multinational in nature. The multinational kingdoms in Daniel chapter 7 had also
seven heads and ten horns and were likened unto a leopard (Dan. 7:3-8). Thus they were
one and the same. Five of the heads were dead as of the writing of the book of
Revelations, one was existing at that time, and one was yet to be (Rev. 17:10). Five of
the Kingdoms are identified in Daniel chapter 7 and those are Babylon, the Medes, the
Persians, Greece, and Rome. Rome was the existing one at the time Revelations was
written. Assryia existed and disappeared before the writing of the book of Daniel. These
multinational kingdoms reigned over most of the civilized world during their reign.
These multinational kingdoms try to destroy the true worship of God and replace it with a
false worship as devised by the dragon (Rev. 13:4, 12; 14:9, 11;16:2).
Rev. 11:13

Rev. 11: 13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of
the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant
were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.
The earthquake in the scriptures is used to show forth a rearranging of the order of
things. When God ushered in the covenant of the law with the children of Israel, among
the signs that were manifest was that of an earthquake: Ex. 19: 18 "And mount Sinai was
altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke
thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly."
Similarly, we read in Heb. Chapter 12: "And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I
exceedingly fear and quake." In prophesy of the coming in of the new testament church
age we read as follows:
1. Joel 2: 10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the
sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining:
2. Nah. 1: 5 The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is
burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein.
3. Is. 29: 6 Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with thunder, and with
earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.
4. Zech. 14: 5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of
the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and
all the saints with thee.
In addition we read where the Lord fulfilled the old law covenant and ushered in the new
covenant with his death burial and resurrection as follows:
1. Matt. 27: 51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top
to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;
2. Matt. 27: 54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching
Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying,
Truly this was the Son of God.
3. Matt. 28: 2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat
upon it.
4. Rev. 6: 12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was
a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became
as blood;
In our next installment we will begin a narrative explanation of the contextual
application of Rev. chapter 11.
Rev. 11 narrative
Rev. 11:1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood,
saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship
therein. 2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is
given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two
months.

In the first two verses we see the apostle told to measure with a measuring reed
(word of God) the temple (church), the altar, (worship), and those who worship therein
(new testament worshippers). In verse 2 we are told that the Gentiles have possession of
the court (church) and the holy city (church) throughout the new covenant age (42
months).
Rev. 11: 3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy
a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.
We have identified the two witnesses as the law and the prophets and now we see
that they prophesy according to the power that God gives them. Truly holy men of God
spake as they were moved of the Holy Ghost. It took the power of the Holy Spirit to
write the scriptures and it takes the power of the Holy Spirit, first causing the new birth
and then to give the preachers power to speak in power and demonstration of spirit and
for the hearers to receive the word. The power of the Word rests in the Holy Spirit.
These two witnesses prophesied for a period of time of one thousand two hundred and
threescore days. This was throughout the Old Testament age. As we will see later they
still have a testimony to us today in this New Testament age. They prophesied clothed in
sackcloth. Sackcloth was worn as a sign of mourning and humility. Certainly the
prophets who prophesied did so with humility trusting in God for what they had to
prophesy and they did so with mourning, mourning over the sinful condition both of
themselves and to those to whom they prophesied.
Rev. 11: 4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before
the God of the earth.
We have identified the two olive trees and the two candlesticks as the two
witnesses, which are also the law and the prophets. For a better understanding of the
significance of these signs it is needful to go to the book of Zechariah. Zec. 4:3 "And
two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side
thereof. 4 So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are
these, my lord? 5 Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me,
Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 6 Then he answered and
spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 7 Who art thou, O great
mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the
headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 8 Moreover the word of
the LORD came unto me, saying, 9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of
this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath
sent me unto you. 10 For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall
rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are
the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth." Zerubbabel is
representative of Christ. Thus the two olive trees and the two candlesticks is the word of
the Lord unto Christ. Just as Zerubbabel, by the Spirit of God, was to cause the mountain
of the law and the prophets to become a plain, so Christ undertook what was impossible
for man, and kept the law and the prophets to a jot and tittle, making the mountain a
plain. He both laid the foundation of salvation (covenant of redemption) for God's people
and he finished it. We rejoice today to see the plummet in the hands of the Lord Jesus
Christ. He finished the work and it has been applied to us by his grace and we cry, grace,
grace, to the finished work of Jesus Christ (headstone). The two olive trees empty the

golden oil out of themselves. Jesus said to some unbelieving Jews, "Search the scriptures
for in them ye think ye have eternal life and they are they which testify of me." The
scriptures existing at the time the Lord said this were the law and the prophets. They
empty the golden oil out of themselves thru their testimony of Jesus and this oil is a light
in both Jesus (light of the world) and in the church (ye are the light of the world). (As a
side bar, this helps explain to us the parable of the 5 wise virgins and the 5 foolish
virgins.)
Rev. 11:5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and
devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.
The first two captains and their fifties who came out to Elijah, were putting the
earthly king's commandment above the word of the prophet. Thus fire came down from
heaven and devoured them. Fire is a symbol of God's wrathful judgment and he has
placed his wrathful judgment in the mouth of the law and the prophets so that those who
would destroy the law and the prophets are devoured by the word itself. We read in Jer.
36:22 "Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on
the hearth burning before him. 23 And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three
or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth,
until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 24 Yet they were not
afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all
these words. 25 Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession
to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear them. 26 But the king
commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and
Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the
LORD hid them. 27 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king
had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying,
28 Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first
roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. 29 And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim
king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou
written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land,
and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast? 30 Therefore thus saith the LORD
of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his
dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost. 31 And I
will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon
them and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I
have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not.
32 Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah;
who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim
king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like
words." Thus the very word the king sought to destroy destroyed him. Even as we read
in the book of Revelations we find warnings to this effect: Rev. 22: "18 For I testify
unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book." God has taught us in Ps. 12:6 "The words of the
LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.

7 Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for
ever." God has promised to preserve his word in a pure form forever. He moves with
wrathful judgment against those who would destroy his word. His word pronounces this
judgment upon those who would destroy it.
Rev.11:6 "These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their
prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with
all plagues, as often as they will."
God has so fixed his word that, "the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them for they are
spiritually discerned." Even for those who have been born spiritually, we can receive no
spiritual rain, unless the Spirit guides us to an understanding. Without the Spirit guiding
us, the law and the prophets give us no hope or encouragement, but only drought and
wilderness wanderings of condemnation. Paul said, "I was alive without the law once,
but the commandment came and sin revived and I died." Isaiah said, "Woe is me! for I
am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts." Rom. 3:19 "Now
we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law:
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.
20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by
the law is the knowledge of sin." The very last word of the Old Testament is "curse."
There were several plagues mentioned in the Old Testament, but the one mentioned most
often was the plague of leprosy. Leprosy was a figure of sin. In 1 Kings 8:38 we read,
"What prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or by all thy people Israel,
which shall know every man the plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands
toward this house:" Every one of us have the plague of sin and this plague dwells in our
own heart." "By the law is the knowledge of sin." Thus we have knowledge of sin by the
law and this stops our mouths and makes us know that we are guilty before God.
Rev. 11:7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome
them, and kill them."
When did the law and the prophets finish their testimony? The Lord gave us the
answer to that in Matt. 5:17 "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled." The Lord Jesus Christ finished the testimony by fulfilling the law and the
prophets to a jot and a tittle. He completed this with his death, burial, and resurrection.
As we noted earlier, the dragon, and subsequently, the beast has a three-pronged
warfare against the Lord, the church, and his word. The beast sought to destroy his word
by destroying Jesus. John 15:22-25 gives us their reason for the hatred they had for Jesus
and his word, John 15:22 "If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin:
but now they have no cloak for their sin. 23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 24
If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin:
but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But this cometh to
pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a
cause." The law is a band around wicked men that they seek to destroy: Ps. 2:1 "Why
do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 2 The kings of the earth set

themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his
anointed, saying, 3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision." All the
efforts to destroy the Lord were not just directed against the Lord, but were directed
against that which he was speaking (law and the prophets). They hated the testimony,
that hated the service, and they hated the one who was fulfilling it. They thought that
through destroying the Lord that they would destroy his testimony and his works. When
they killed the Prince of Peace, they thought to have destroyed the bands that were
holding them (law and the prophets) which they hated. The law and the prophets hang
upon the Lord Jesus Christ. None other could fulfill them. Thus whatever happened to
the Lord happened also to the law and the prophets.
Rev. 11:8 "And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified."
The law and the prophets were essentially dead without the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Christ, just as we are dead without the resurrection of the Lord. (1 Cor. 15:17
"And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.") The location of
the dead bodies of the law and the prophets is said to be in the same place where our Lord
was crucified. Jerusalem has now become known spiritually as Sodom (place of
perverseness) and Egypt (place of darkness).
Rev. 11: 9 "And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall
see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be
put in graves."
I believe v.9 and v.10 to be talking about two different groups of people. It seems
to me that v.9 is talking about God's people and v.10 is talking about those that are not
his or at least not yet born again. Three days and a half was the time from the crucifixion
of Christ to the resurrection of Christ. During this time the Lord's disciples would not
suffer the dead bodies of the law and the prophets to be put into graves. This is evident in
the 24th chapter of Luke in the account of the 2 men who were on the road to Emmaus
and were talking of the things that had happened to Jesus and had heard things that had
amazed them. At this time Jesus appeared unto them, but they didn't recognize him and
he conversed with them and opened the law and the prophets unto them concerning
himself. Thus though Jesus died and had lain in the grave, yet they still would not suffer
the law and the prophets to be buried. They had trusted that it was Jesus who would
deliver them.
Rev. 11:10 "And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make
merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them
that dwelt on the earth."
Two things were going on simultaneously during this period of time just as the
Lord said that it would: John 16:20 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep
and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall
be turned into joy." The disciples were weeping and lamenting, whereas the world was
rejoicing. It was Christmas time for the world as they were sending gifts one to another.
They had been tormented by what the law and the prophets had said, and they didn't want
to do according to the law and the prophets, but they wanted to worship Baal and the
idols and all manner of false worship and do whatever they wanted to do without being

made to feel guilty for doing it. The law and the prophets had tormented them. In
contrast the disciples were weeping over the death of Jesus.
Rev.11:11 "And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered
into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.
12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And
they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them."
When Jesus arose from the dead and made himself known unto the disciples, their
weeping was turned to joy. One of the things Jesus did was to show to the disciples those
things that were written in the scriptures concerning him. It was said that their hearts
burned within them as he made known unto them the scriptures. They could now see that
all the types and shadows were fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ, all prophesies were
fulfilled in him, and that God's wrathful judgment had been satisfied in him. Yes the law
and the prophets arose after the Spirit of life from God entered into them with the
resurrection of Jesus. They did indeed ascend up to heaven in a cloud (glory of God).
For God was glorified in their fulfilled testimony.
Rev. 11:13 "And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part
of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant
were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven."
As we have before noted an earthquake is associated with a change in order and a
great shaking or rearranging of things. It was associated with the giving of the law
covenant to Israel. It is now associated with the bringing in of a better covenant that is
established upon better promises. It is associated with the new covenant of worship. In
this earthquake there were slain of men "seven thousand." Seven is a complete number
and thousand is associated with a very large indefinite number. There are a great number
of God's people who are still trying to get right under the law and have not submitted
themselves to the righteousness of God. Though they are slain by the law, yet they still
hold to the law with the belief that they can establish their righteousness under the law.
Yet there is a remnant who were affrighted by the law (the law is our schoolmaster to
bring us to Christ) and see that it was through the shed blood of Jesus that they were
made right before a just and holy God and they desire above all else to give glory to the
God of heaven who has redeemed them.
In our next installment we will complete the narrative of Rev. Chapter 11.
Rev. 11-narrativep2
Rev. 11:14 "The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly."
There are three woes declared in the book of Revelation, beginning back in
chapter 8. The first woe dealt with the total depravity of man. The second woe dealt
with the God's eternal judgment of sin. The third woe deals with the God's timely
judgment of sin.
15 "And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven,
saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever."
Now we know that in the end of time that there will be no more the kingdoms of
this world and that all the elect will be in the kingdom of our Lord and he will reign over

them in all eternity. However, there is a sense that many are brought out from under the
rule of the kingdoms of this world here in time and are brought into the rule of the
kingdom of God. Isaiah had this experience in Isaiah chapter 6: Is. 6:1 "In the year that
king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his
train filled the temple." When someone is blessed to see the kingdom of God and presses
into it, he comes under the authority of a greater king. His laws are established in his
heart and mind and he holds them to be higher laws than the natural kingdom in which he
dwells. If there is conflict between the natural kingdom and the kingdom of God, then he
holds the laws of the kingdom of God have authority over the laws of the natural
kingdom. This is illustrated in the three Hebrew children who refused to bow down and
worship the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. They held God's law to have priority
over the law of man. In this manner the kingdoms of this world to many have become
the kingdoms of our Lord. Furthermore, since Christ dwells a King forever, he reigns in
his kingdom not only in eternity, but also throughout time and according to Rev. chapter
20 there are a people who live and reign with him throughout time.
16 "And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon
their faces, and worshipped God,"
The four and twenty elders as we have studied before are a representative people
and they represent God's covenant people both in the Old Testament and in the New
Testament. They worship him for many reasons, but here we see them worshipping him
because of his eternal deliverance of them from their sins and because he has established
his kingdom and reigns as a King over his kingdom for ever.
17 "Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and
art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned."
Thanksgiving is an integral part of worship and we thank God both for who he is
and what he has done. We thank God because he is our "Lord" and we are his servants.
We thank God because he is our "God" and we are his subjects. We thank God because
he is the "Almighty" and he has created us both naturally and spiritually. We thank God
because he is ever present and unchangeable (which art, and wast, and art to come), i.e.,
the I AM. We thank God because he took unto himself his great power in His
resurrection and in establishing His kingdom. We thank God because he ever lives and
reigns in His kingdom.
18 "And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead,
that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the
prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest
destroy them which destroy the earth."
Not only is God an eternal judge in that he judged his elect in Jesus on the cross
and reserves eternal judgment of the non-elect unto the resurrection of the dead and casts
them into the lake of fire. But God also metes out judgement in time. Some have
thought that timely judgment just involves chastisement on the elect. But this is
disproved by the flood, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, the plagues upon Egypt,
and many other judgments that came upon both the elect and the non-elect in time. There
was a timely judgment that came upon the nation of Israel about forty years after the
resurrection of Christ. God throughout biblical days sent forth his four sore judgments
upon peoples, and nations, and even upon the world. These same judgments come upon
mankind even in this day and age in which we live.

We are not rewarded in the glory world for the things we do in time. Rather, we
read that all the elect are joint-heirs with Christ. Thus the glory world is not a reward for
good works, but rather is solely and totally by the grace of God. Reward for works takes
place here in time. Gal.6:7 "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 9 And
let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." When
we sow to the flesh we reap corruption. When we sow to the Spirit we reap life
everlasting. Corruption is a product of the flesh. Life everlasting is a product of the
Spirit. We must first have been born of the Spirit before we can reap of the spirit. We
don't sow in order to get everlasting life, but we sow in order to receive the fruit of that
everlasting life. This is a reward that we have in time. Two passages come to mind when
we think of destruction or reward based on our actions here in time:
1. Matt. 7:24 "Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it
fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon
the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it."
2. Matt. 7:13 "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait
is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it."
From the above we see destruction to some and reward to others.
19 "And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his
temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings,
and an earthquake, and great hail."
As we have before shown the temple is representative of the Lord's church. In the
Old Testament the Ark of the Covenant was a protective covering for the covenant of the
law that God made with the children of Israel. Today, Jesus Christ is that ark that
protects, preserves, and executes God's eternal covenant of redemption: Rom. 8:28 "And
we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn
among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."
The Lord is the one who chose a people before the foundation of the world and
predestinated them to be conformed to his image. It is also he who calls them by his
grace and who justified them by his blood. He also will glorify them in the resurrection.
These principles are manifests in his church. This is one of the identifying marks of his
church.
The last part of v.19 ushers us into the topic presented in chapter 12. The
earthquake, thunders, lightening, voices, and great hail were present with the giving of
the law covenant. Now is time to start looking at the grace covenant as it is presented in
chapter 12.

Rev. 12:1
Rev.12:1 "And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with
the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:"
The overuse of the term great in the English language has probably caused less
attention to the significance of the term "great" in "great wonder." The word, "great,"
comes from the Greek word, "Megas." This word means exceedingly great. This woman
who appeared in heaven was an exceedingly great wonder. While many have attempted
to identify this woman as the church, I have problems with this. The church did not give
birth to Jesus, but rather Jesus established the church. There is, however, another woman
who is often very closely associated with the church. This woman is described to us in
the following passage of scripture: Gal. 4:22 "For it is written, that Abraham had two
sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 23 But he who was of the
bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. 24 Which
things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai,
which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia,
and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. 26 But
Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all." The two covenants are
represented in the above allegory by two women, the one a bondwoman, and the other a
freewoman. The bondwoman represented the law covenant of which natural Jerusalem
was in bondage with her children. The freewoman represented the grace covenant which
is said to be free and the mother of us all.
This woman (grace covenant) is said to be clothed with the sun and the moon
under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. Joseph had a dream and told it
to his brethren and to his father, Jacob. In his dream the sun and the moon and the eleven
stars came and did obeisance to him. To this Jacob replied, "What is this dream that thou
hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down
ourselves to thee to the earth?" Joseph was a very strong type of Christ. Together he and
his brothers and his mother and father were represented by the sun, moon, and twelve
stars. First, Christ is said to be the "Sun of Righteousness." Next, the moon receives her
light from the sun and is therefore dependant on the sun. Third, the number twelve is a
representative number and is used in the scriptures to represent the totality of the children
of Israel. The relationship between the sun, moon, and stars is typical of the relationship
that Christ (the sun) has with his bride (the church) and his elect covenant people (twelve
stars). Christ has the preeminence, to him belongs all the glory, for he is the Sun of
Righteousness who comes with healing in his wings. The church receives both her
righteousness and her light from the Lord. She reflects the very glory of God as a city
that is set upon a hill that cannot be hid. Each child of God is given a light and is to let
their light so shine that other may see your good works and glorify God.
The woman in Rev. 12:1 is clothed with the Sun. Her clothing is the
righteousness of Jesus Christ. She also has the moon under her feet for she possesses the
church in covenant. The crowning glory of the woman is the glorification of the twelve
stars. The covenant of redemption found in Rom. 8:28-30 manifests this picture to us:
Rom. 8:28 "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn

among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."
Just as the woman in Rev. 12 is said to have many children so the covenant of redemption
brings forth all those whom God foreknew before the foundation of the world. Secondly,
her children are all clothed with the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, as he justified
them. Thirdly, Jesus Christ is the elder brother of those children, in this principle, the
Lord was born of the covenant as their redeeming elder brother. (Now we know that
Christ is eternal, but he was born or brought forth into the world according to that
covenant of redemption.) Fourth, the children who were chosen before the world began
according to that covenant have as an end result, glorification.
Additionally, there was a heaven in which this woman appeared. Paul said in 2
Cor. 12:2 "I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I
cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught
up to the third heaven. 3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the
body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter." Thus he spoke of a third
heaven and he called this third heaven paradise. Rev. chapter 21 speaks of a new heaven
and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Thus, since
paradise is the third heaven, and the new heaven and the new earth is the second heaven,
then the first heaven is the old law covenant. The old law covenant passed away and then
came the new covenant of worship which we have today. It was in this first or law
covenant that the great wonder appeared. The covenant of redemption is found
throughout the types and shadows of the Old Testament. She is also found in certain
passages of scripture as follows:
1. 2 Sam. 23:1 "Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse
said, and the man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the
sweet psalmist of Israel, said, 2 The spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in
my tongue. 3 The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over
men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. 4 And he shall be as the light of the morning,
when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of
the earth by clear shining after rain. 5 Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath
made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for this is all my
salvation, and all my desire, although he make it not to grow. 6 But the sons of Belial
shall be all of them as thorns thrust away, because they cannot be taken with hands: 7 But
the man that shall touch them must be fenced with iron and the staff of a spear; and they
shall be utterly burned with fire in the same place."
2. Is. 46:9 "Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none
else; I am God, and there is none like me, 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I
will do all my pleasure: 11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth
my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have
purposed it, I will also do it."
The covenant to which David alluded to with his last words, between the Rock of Israel
and the God of Israel, was ordered in all things and sure, it was an everlasting covenant, it
was God's complete salvation, and it didn't grow (there was no chance system here). It
resulted in the Lord destroying our sins as he was the man who was fenced with iron and

the staff of a spear and utterly burned our sins (thorns thrust away) in the same place. In
Isaiah 46 Jesus is the ravenous bird from the east, the man who executes God's counsel
from a far country.
In the above manner and others the covenant of redemption (the great wonder)
appears in the old law covenant (heaven).
Rev. 12:2
Rev. 12:2 "And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be
delivered."
The covenant of redemption (woman) was with child (Jesus Christ) who was to
come and execute the covenant, redeem the covenant people and glorify them. The law
had been in effect for hundreds of years. The ceremonies with their types and shadows
had been carried out multiplied times. The prophets had each prophesied of the coming
Christ. Many things had been prophesied about his coming and surrounding his coming.
It had been nearly four hundred years since the last prophet had arisen and prophesied
(Malachi). Israel had back sled over and over again. She was in captivity to the Romans
and the law had been greatly perverted. Still the promised one had not come, as the
scoffer said, "Where is the promise of his coming." Things looked pretty dismal, for who
could fulfill the requirements of the promise to David that one would sit upon his throne
in an everlasting kingdom? How could you get around the curse of Coniah, since no seed
of his could ever sit upon the throne of Israel.
The things that look impossible with men are possible with God. God has a
means of fixing things so that he will receive all the glory. A virgin conceived of the
Holy Ghost and a Holy Child was to be born. God had gone around the curse of Coniah
as Christ was not the seed of Coniah, yet was still born into the lineage of the Kings. Yes
the covenant of redemption had pained to be delivered, but now the promised child was
to be born. Great troubles were brewing in the world and in the realm of Judah. Yet at
God's appointed time Christ came into the world, born of a virgin, and born under the law
to redeem them that were under the law.
Rev. 12:3
Rev. 12:3 "And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red
dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads."
This second wonder that appeared in heaven (first heaven=Old Testament Age)
was a great red dragon. The dragon is identified in v.9 "And the great dragon was cast
out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world." The
word, "dragon," comes from the Greek word, "drakon," meaning sea monster or sea
serpent. This dragon appeared in the garden of Eden and deceived the woman and
brought death upon all mankind. Six times in the Old Testament the word dragon
appears. The dragon appeared to David in 1 Chr.21:1 "And Satan stood up against Israel,
and provoked David to number Israel." This dragon appeared against Job: Job 1:6 "Now
there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and
Satan came also among them. 7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou?

Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from
walking up and down in it. 8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that
feareth God, and escheweth evil? 9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job
fear God for nought?" The dragon appeared as Lucifer in Is.14: 12 "How art thou fallen
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations! 13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I
will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the
congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I
will be like the most High." The dragon appeared against Joshua the High Priest in
Zec.3:1 "And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the
LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. 2 And the LORD said unto
Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem
rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" Besides these examples, there
are many other times that the dragon is either portrayed as the serpent, or in types and
shadows, or referred to as Satan in the Old Testament.
This dragon or sea monster is said to be red. The Greek word, "purrhos," means
fire-like or flame-colored. This is probably where the idea of the flame breathing dragon
comes from. As the dragon, he is the devourer, as the serpent, he is the murderer, as
Satan, he is the deceiver, as the devil, he is the possessor. This great red dragon is said to
have seven heads. Seven is the bible number of completion. Seven doesn't always
appear as something good, but in this case it is showing the complete evil of the dragon.
The head is the part of the body that controls, directs, and commands. In contrast to the
dragon, the Lord is said to be the head over the church in the following verses:
1. Eph. 5:23 "For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head
of the church: and he is the saviour of the body."
2. Eph. 4:15 "But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ:"
3. Col. 2:19 "And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and
bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of
God."
We read in the book of Isaiah above where the dragon is an imitator when he said "I will
be like the most High." The only way that Satan can be like the most high is as a mirror
image. The image in the mirror is exactly the opposite of the object it is reflecting. For
instance, the right eye in the mirror is reflecting the left eye of the object, etc. Whereas,
the Lord is the Head of the church, the dragon is the head of everything that is evil. He is
the head of organized crime, he is the head of false religion, false prophets, false teachers,
false apostles, and false worship, he is the head of all corruption. He, however, is not the
head of the Lord's church, or the head of those who worship the Lord in Spirit and in
truth. He is ever striving to become the head of these, however.
The dragon is said to have ten horns. Ten is the bible number of commandment.
The commandments of the dragon are in direct opposition to the commandments of God.
While the Lord said, "Thou shall have no other gods before me," the dragon leads in
promoting and pressing for a multiplicity or diversity of gods. While the Lord said,
"Thou shall make no graven images," the dragon promotes graven images. While the
Lord said, "Thou shalt do no murder," the dragon is a murderer from the beginning.

While the Lord's bride is said to be a virgin, the dragon's bride is a harlot and the mother
of harlots and abominations of the earth. The horn speaks of authority. The dragon has
no lawful authority, but his authority comes from rebellion and what he can force upon
others. It is unscriptural, unlawful authority.
The dragon is said to have seven crowns upon his head. This is indicative of his
reign over the rulers of the darkness of this world. He is crowned with infamy, and
blasphemy, and every evil work.
Rev. 12:4
Rev. 12:4 "And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast
them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be
delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born."
We have before noted that the stars of heaven are frequently used to represent the
Lord's elect people. The fact that the tail of the dragon drew the third part of the stars of
heaven, doesn't mean that he drew 1/3 of the total number of the stars. To get the
meaning here we must understand something about God's people. According to 1 Th.
5:23 "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ," the
children of God are composed of three parts: body, soul, and spirit. The dragon draws
the third part, which is the body or flesh of the children of God. We read in James 1:14
"But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then
when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death." The dragon is the tempter. It is through his enticement that the lust of the flesh
conceives and brings forth sin. According to 1 John 2:16 the lust in the body are threefold: 1 John 2:16 "For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." Additionally, Eph. 2:2
"Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of
wrath, even as others," teaches us that the spirit of the dragon worked in us so that we had
our conversation (lifestyle) in the lusts of our flesh and we fulfilled the desires of the
flesh and of the mind. It is in this manner that the dragon draws the third part of the stars
of heaven and cast them to the earth.
The second part of our subject verse says that the dragon stood ready to devour
the woman's child as soon as it was born. This principle is taught both in the Old
Testament as well as the New by the following verses of scripture:
1. Jere. 31:15 "Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation,
and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her
children, because they were not."
2. Matt. 2:18 "In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and
great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because
they are not."

3. Matt. 2:12 "And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to
Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 13 And when they were
departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and
take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring
thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. 14 When he arose, he took
the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: 15 And was there until
the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son." 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he
was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and
under, according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men.
Yes the dragon knew that this was the Christ child and used the jealousy and fear of
Herod the king in order to try and kill the child.
Rev. 12:5
Rev. 12:5 "And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a
rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne."
Some have thought that since it says she brought forth a man child that this
identifies the woman as Mary. However, this cannot possibly be as Mary never fled into
the wilderness, nor was she given two wings of a great eagle. The woman we have
before identified as the Covenant of Redemption and all that she represents. Jesus came
forth according to this covenant of redemption as the following scriptures show:
1. John 6:38 "For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the
will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day."
2. Matt. 1:21 "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins."
3. John 17:2 "As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him."
4. Eph. 3:11 "According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus
our Lord:"
5. Gal. 4:4 "But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that
we might receive the adoption of sons."
Our subject verse alludes to the kingship of Jesus Christ. The following verses
prove he was born a King:
1. Matt. 2:1 "Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2 Saying,
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are
come to worship him."
2. John 18:37 "Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus
answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I
into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth
heareth my voice."

3. Matt. 21:5 "Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee,
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass."
4. Matt. 25:34 "Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world:"
5. 1 Tim. 1:17 "Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise
God, be honour and glory for ever and ever."
6. 1 Tim. 6:15 "Which in his times he shall show, who is the blessed and only
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;"
7. Rev. 15:3 "And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song
of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and
true are thy ways, thou King of saints."
8. Rev. 17:14 "These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall
overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are
called, and chosen, and faithful."
Furthermore, as King, he has a dominion or rule. A part of that rule is to rule all nations.
Jesus Christ is the creator of all kings and he has rule and dominion over all things.
Therefore, he has authority over all, including all nations. It is said that he will rule all
nations with a rod of iron. The rod is used in at least two ways in the scriptures. First, it
is identified with the authority and commandment of God:
1. Ex. 4:20 "And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and
he returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand."
2. Ex. 7:9 "When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Show a miracle for you:
then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall
become a serpent."
3. Ex. 7:17 "Thus saith the LORD, In this thou shalt know that I am the LORD:
behold, I will smite with the rod that is in mine hand upon the waters which are in the
river, and they shall be turned to blood."
4. Ex. 17:9 "And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight
with Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine
hand."
Second, it is used for correction:
1. Pro. 22:15 "Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of
correction shall drive it far from him."
2. Pro. 23:13 "Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him
with the rod, he shall not die."
3. Jere. 7:28 "But thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obeyeth not the
voice of the LORD their God, nor receiveth correction: truth is perished, and is cut off
from their mouth."
4. Hab. 1:12 "Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mine Holy One?
we shall not die. O LORD, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God,
thou hast established them for correction."
5. 2 Tim. 3:16 "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:"
Iron is the metal of strength. It can be used as an instrument of destruction: Num.
35:16 "And if he smite him with an instrument of iron, so that he die, he is a murderer:

the murderer shall surely be put to death." It is used in connection with judgment: Deut.
4:20 "But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even
out of Egypt, to be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day." It is sometimes
used in connection with bondage: Deut. 28:48 "Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies
which the LORD shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in
want of all things: and he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed
thee."
Jesus Christ rules the nations with a rod of iron. He rules them by his authority
and his word. He rules them by the very strength of God. His rule is manifest by the
judgments that sometimes comes on nations, such as the flood, the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah, the plagues in the land of Egypt, the bondage of Israel and other nations
to Babylon, etc., He rules them with his four sore judgments of the sword, famine,
noisome beasts, and pestilence. Nations have been reproved and corrected by each of the
above sore judgments. Nations have been destroyed that have refused correction.
The child was caught up to God and his throne. While this can be seen in the
resurrection, the context doesn't seem to support this meaning. Jesus Christ from the very
beginning was Holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners. He came not to do
his own will, but the Father's will. From the very beginning he kept the law of God to a
jot and a tittle. He was not living after the course of this world, but after the
commandments and laws of God. He was caught up to God in his living and in the things
that he spoke. He had the Spirit without measure. He was God manifest in the flesh. He
told Phillip, "If ye have seen me, ye have seen the Father." He came as a servant to fulfill
the laws and commandments of God and to redeem his people from their sins.
Everything he did was according to the purpose of God. I believe that in this manner he
was caught up to God and his throne.
Rev. 12:6
Rev. 12:6 "And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore
days."
Obviously the covenant of redemption did not flee into the wilderness, but rather
the people represented by her, which, of course, is the elect of God. In the book of Acts
the children of Israel are called, "the church in the wilderness," in their wilderness
journeying: Acts 7:38 "This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel
which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively
oracles to give unto us." While the use of the term church in the quoted verse is not to be
confused with the New Testament church, it does give us a point of reference. The
wilderness is used in the scriptures as a type of the world: Is. 14:17 "That made the world
as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his
prisoners?" A wilderness is barren of necessities for the human body. Likewise this
world has no food or necessities for the spiritual inner man. The wilderness journeying
of the children of Israel teach us many things about the relationship between the church
and the world. After the children of Israel had gone to the waters of Marah, they came to
a place called Elim, where there were twelve wells of water and seventy palm trees. This

was an oasis in the desert. It provided water and a resting place for the children of Israel.
When Christ established the church he chose out twelve apostles and seventy other
preachers to be witnesses of the kingdom of God. While the world can provide no
spiritual food or drink to the children of God, the church is an oasis from the world as she
provides spiritual water and spiritual food to God's hungering and thirsting people. For
forty years the children of Israel drank of the Rock that followed them and ate of the
manna that God provided them in the wilderness. Today, God's people draw water out of
the wells of salvation and eat of the spiritual manna of the gospel of Jesus Christ in the
church.
The church is not the institution of men as some proclaim, but rather Jesus said,
"Upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."
Thus the church is that which the Lord built and not man. He built her on the foundation
of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone. According to the
scriptures she is thoroughly furnished unto every good work. She lacks nothing as her
provider is Jesus Christ. The church is that place prepared of God in the wilderness that
the children of the covenant may come and be find spiritual food and drink and rest in
their wilderness journeying. Just as God commanded the ravens to feed Elijah the
prophet during the three years and six months of drought on the earth, so today, God
commands his gospel ministers to feed the church throughout the gospel age in which we
are living.
Rev. 12:7, 8
Rev. 12:7 "And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against
the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8 "And prevailed not; neither was their
place found any more in heaven."
We will first identify who Michael is. In Dan. 10:3 Michael is identified as one of
the chief princes. A prince is the representative of the people. In Israel there were twelve
tribes and a representative for each tribe, thus twelve princes. In Dan. 10:21 Michael is
identified as your prince. This makes his representation personal. To each one he
represented he was their personal representative. We read in Dan. 12:1 "And at that time
shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people."
Thus Michael was a great prince that stood for the children of Israel. He was THE
representative of the children of Israel. As such he represented them in judgment. In
Jude 1:9 Michael is identified as the archangel. The term, archangel, means the chief
angel. In other words, he is the angel over all the angels. The word angel means
messenger. Hebrews chapter 1 identifies Jesus Christ as the messenger above all
messengers. Thus Jesus Christ is the archangel or Michael. It is he that is the
representative of God's elect in judgment. It was he who came to save his people from
their sins. In order to accomplish the saving of his people he came to fight and win a
battle that only he could accomplish. He came to get the victory over sin, death, hell, the
grave, and Satan. This war that was to be fought was under the Old Testament covenant.
He said that he came not to destroy the law, but to fulfill the law. He kept the law to a jot
and a tittle. He was the one that the Old Testament prophets (angels=messengers)
pointed to. He was the one who fulfilled all the types and shadows of the ceremonial

law. He was the one who fulfilled all the prophecies of the Old Testament. He was the
only one who was born into this world without sin and lived a sinless life all the days he
was upon earth.
Jesus task of sinless perfection under the law was made with great opposition.
The dragon and his angels were out in force to do battle. First the dragon sought to
destroy Jesus as a child as he moved Herod to destroy the young children in an attempt to
destroy him who was born King of the Jews. Next, Jesus was led of the Spirit into the
wilderness and after fasting forty days and nights he was tempted of the devil three times.
Next, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the scribes, the lawyers, and the rulers of the people
continually tried to catch Jesus in his words that they might accuse him. They accused
him of many sins, of which he was never guilty. They accused him of casting out devils
thru the prince of the devils. Finally, they sought to destroy him, thinking if they
destroyed him they would have the victory. They brought false witnesses and changed
the charges against him several times. In desperation they turned him over to the Roman
governor and cried out crucify him, crucify him. Thru all this they were not able to take
his life, but rather he gave his life and suffered the wrathful judgment of God on the cross
to deliver his people from their sins as their Prince or representative. He accomplished
His task and saved them from their sins and at the same time destroyed him who had the
power of death by means of death and subsequent resurrection. He had destroyed the
devil with his own sword.
Satan's place in the old law covenant was based on no one ever keeping the law to
perfection. He was there to constantly accuse the children of God of sin. He was there to
keep them sinning. Once they were perfected by the atoning sacrifice of Jesus, he lost his
place in the old law covenant (first heaven).
Rev. 12:9
Rev. 12:9 "And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil,
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him."
Four different names are used to describe Satan in the above verse. Each of the
words has a meaning and describes part of the character of Satan. The word, dragon, has
reference to a sea monster and as such is a devourer. As such he seeks to devour God's
people: 1 Pet. 5:8 "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour." The second name is "that old
serpent" and has reference to the serpent in the garden of Eden. The serpent used the
technique of deception to deceive Eve and ultimately to get at Adam. Thus the serpent is
a deceiver: 1 Tim. 2:14 "And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived
was in the transgression." The serpent is also an enticer as he enticed the woman to sin
through the fruit of the tree of knowledge and evil and the concept that by eating thereof
she would become as God: James 1:14 "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death." The name devil refers to Satan as
a possessor: Matt. 9:32 "As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man
possessed with a devil." This is the same as the spirit that now worketh in the children of

disobedience. It is that spirit that possesses and leads them prior to the new birth. The
name Satan means accuser. He is the accuser of God's people. For instance he said of
Job, "Doth Job fear God for nought."
Under the old law covenant (first heaven) Satan accused the children of God of
sin according to the law. As long as that law was not fulfilled and the redemption priced
paid Satan would continue to accuse the Lord's people before God. However, we find in
Rom. 8: 33 "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." Because Michael
(Christ) represented us and paid the redemption price (his blood), he won the war and
now Satan can no longer accuse us before God. There is no charge that can be made
against God's elect. Not even the devil can now make a charge. Thus Satan has no more
place under the fulfilled law covenant. He has been cast out. All he is capable of doing
now is dealing misery to the elect people of God. To do this he must attack their flesh
nature (earth) for he has no power to attack us in the inner man.
Rev. 12:10, 11
Rev. 12:10 "And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation,
and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of
our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 11 And
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and
they loved not their lives unto the death."
Now seems to be a key word in this text. When did salvation, and strength, and
the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ come? It came with the coming and
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. He came into the low ground of sin and sorrow to redeem
his people from their sins and to set up a kingdom that would last forever. He said the
kingdom of heaven is at hand. It is not some future kingdom that the futurists hold to, but
it is a spiritual kingdom, as he said, "The kingdom of heaven is not meat and drink, but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." He said, "the law and the prophets
were unto John, since that time the kingdom of heaven is preached, and every man
presseth into it." So with that great warfare that was fought and won by Jesus, salvation
from sin is come for the elect under the covenant of redemption. We can now worship
and serve him in this "second heaven." We are living and reigning with him now. We
won't have to wait until some future date to reign with him. We have been made kings
and priests unto God and as such we reign with him who is King of kings, and Lord of
lords. We have been given strength according to his glorious working whereby he has
subdued all things unto himself. Our strength for worship and service comes thru the
miracle of the new birth, and through the finished work of Christ, and through the
teaching of his word, and through the leadership of the Holy Spirit. We have this in this
glorious kingdom that Christ established while here on earth. Christ told the disciples,
"all power is given unto me in heaven and in earth, go ye therefore, etc." The word,
power, is referring to the authority. Our authority for service and worship comes from
our Lord. To deviate in worship or in service from the authority that God has given
would be rebellion against God.

"For the accuser of our brethren is cast down, who accused them before our God
day and night." Again, who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is Christ
that justifieth, who is he that condemneth? Nothing will ever be able to change this
blessed assurance of our salvation from the condemnation of sin. Salvation from the
condemnation of sin is an accomplished fact. Satan can never change this. He is cast
down, he can never ever again accuse us before God.
"And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death." The first overcoming is an
eternal overcoming as the blood of the Lamb has according to Heb. 10:14 "For by one
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." There is nothing left to do to
perfect forever them that are sanctified. It is accomplished. There is, however, a
salvation here in time for God's elect. This salvation is set forth in 2 Tim. 2:10
"Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory." Jesus Christ has already obtained the eternal
glory for the elect. It was by God's free grace and the shed blood of the Lamb. However,
there is another salvation for which the elect may also obtain. It is described elsewhere in
the scriptures as salvation from an untoward generation, salvation from ignorance,
salvation from the bondage of law service, salvation from a condemning heart, salvation
from false worship, and salvation from a death to fellowship. Some of the elect receive
this salvation or deliverance here in time through the word of God. These "love not their
lives unto the death." This doesn't mean that they all become martyrs. It does mean,
however, what the Lord said in Matt. 10:39 "He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he
that loseth his life for my sake shall find it." There is a natural life that we can live after
the flesh, and there is a life that we can live after the spirit. He that saveth his natural life
shall lose that life he could have lived after the spirit. Similarly, he that findeth his life
after the spirit, shall lose his life after the flesh. This is not a matter of gaining eternal life
or losing eternal life through our efforts here in time. This is a matter of the value and
quality of how we live our life. To live after the flesh will bring corruption and
destruction upon us. To live after the spirit will bring joy, peace, and righteousness, with
deliverance from many timely sorrows and afflictions. This takes place as we live out
our lives here in time.
Rev. 12:12, 13
Rev. 12:12 "Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the
inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. 13 And when the dragon saw
that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man
child."
The following verses prove that the words, heaven or heavenly, do not always
mean glory world:
1. Matt. 3:2 "And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
2. Matt. 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
3. Matt. 5:12 "Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven:
for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you."

4. Matt. 5:18 "For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled."
5. Matt. 5:20 "For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom
of heaven."
6. Matt. 6:20 "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:"
7. Matt. 11:12 "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force."
8. Matt. 16:19 "And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."
9. Eph. 1:3 "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:"
10. Eph. 2:6 "And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus:"
11. Eph. 3:10 "To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in
heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,"
12. Heb. 3:1 "Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;"
13. Heb. 6:4 "For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,"
14. Heb. 12:22 "But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,"
The vast majority of times that the scriptures use the term "kingdom of heaven" they have
reference to the kingdom of heaven here on earth.
Each local church of Jesus Christ is a little heaven on earth: Deu. 11:21 "That
your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the land which the LORD
sware unto your fathers to give them, as the days of heaven upon the earth." The land
that the Lord has given unto us today is the "church," and each local church is to the
believing child of God as a taste of heaven on earth. As he is raised up in spirit he is
dwelling in the kingdom of heaven. There is great cause to rejoice knowing that the
accuser is cast down and that no longer he can lay any charge to the elect of God.
Woe is pronounced to the inhibitors of the earth and the sea. When we don't have
our habitation in the heavens (kingdom of heaven) then we are living after the flesh
(earth) and are a part of the sea of humanity that does so. To walk after the flesh puts us
in a state of woe. The word, "woe," appears 40 times in the New Testament and means
"grief." When we walk after the flesh we walk after the corruption of this world and this
leads us into a state of woe or grief. We only need to look around and see the grief of the
fleshly walk that has come upon multitudes in the sea of humanity. Adulteries and
fornication have led to countless millions suffering from grievous diseases. Fleshly
selfishness has led to a majority of marriages ending in divorce and a horrible disruption
of families. Every selfish fleshly work leads to some woeful consequence. The apostles
said, "Save yourselves from this untoward generation." We do this by living according to
God's laws and pressing into God's kingdom here on earth.

The devil cannot keep even one of God's elect from reaching the glory world, but
he can sure deal us a lot of misery while we live here in this life. Jonah spoke of himself
being in the belly of hell, because he rebelled against the commandment of God. The
serpent is the enticer who entices us into sin. David lost the joy of his salvation when he
committed adultery with Bathsheba and had her husband put to death in war. We see the
effects of sin in the lives of all the Old Testament patriarchs. The devil has but a short
time to deal misery to God's people. For most of us that is about three score years and
ten.
The dragon persecutes the covenant of redemption and especially those who hold
to that covenant. One of the strongest persecutions against those who believe in the
covenant of redemption comes from religious circles. You can talk to most religious
people today about the subject of God's election and predestination and they will scoff at
it or ridicule it and those who believe in it. There have been many times in the history of
mankind since the time of Christ that organized religion has attempted to destroy the
belief in the covenant of redemption and to destroy those who held to such a belief.
Organized religion has often controlled secular governments and has frequently made
laws against those who hold to a belief in the covenant of redemption, and persecuted
them even unto death. Both the false organized religions and secular governments are
ultimately under the control of the dragon (their head). He leads in the persecution
against the woman (covenant of redemption).
Rev. 12:14
Rev. 12:14 "And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she
might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times,
and half a time, from the face of the serpent."
As we have already established the number two is associated with the subject of
witness. Wings are associated with flight. To fly is to rise above the earth into the
heavenly realm. Whatever the two wings represent we know the purpose is that the
woman (covenant of redemption and them that are embraced therein) may rise up above
the earth and soar in a heavenly realm. The great eagle is used in the scriptures to
represent the subject of kingdoms:
1. Ezek. 17:3 "And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A great eagle with great
wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours, came unto Lebanon, and
took the highest branch of the cedar:"
2. Ezek. 17:7 "There was also another great eagle with great wings and many
feathers: and, behold, this vine did bend her roots toward him, and shot forth her branches
toward him, that he might water it by the furrows of her plantation."
3. Ezek. 17:12 "Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not what these things
mean? tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the
king thereof, and the princes thereof, and led them with him to Babylon;"
4. Ezek. 17:17 "Neither shall Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company
make for him in the war, by casting up mounts, and building forts, to cut off many
persons:"

The last two references show that the first two references of great eagles are referring to
the kingdoms of Babylon and Egypt. Thus the great eagle is used in the scriptures to
represent great kingdoms. The great eagle by which the woman flew to her place is none
other than the kingdom of God. The two wings of the kingdom of God are the word of
God and the Holy Spirit. The Lord said that they that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth. Thus to worship the Lord we need both the word of God and the Holy
Spirit. The gospel ministry are said to preach in demonstration of power and of Spirit.
The Lord's gospel ministers preach the truth and they do so in Spirit. These two wings
lift them up and those that hear them into heavenly realms. Thru the preaching of the
gospel they rise up above the plain of this world and are made to drink water of the wells
of salvation and to be fed from God's holy word.
Therefore God's covenant people are blessed with a means to rise up by the wings
(scriptures and Holy Spirit) of the great eagle (kingdom of God) and to fly unto her place
(church) where she is nourished (by the preaching of the gospel) throughout this gospel
age (time and times and a dividing of times).
Rev. 12:15, 16
Rev. 12:15 "And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the
woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. 16 And the earth helped
the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the
dragon cast out of his mouth."
A glimpse of this picture is shown to us in the garden of Eden when the serpent
cast out of his mouth a flood of false doctrine in order to deceive the woman in the
garden. He told Eve, "Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil."
This false doctrine came from the mouth of the serpent. He set forth the principle that
man by an act of man can attain to Godhood. This same doctrine and the many various
forms of this are still in the world today and being taught to God's people in the "earthly"
assemblies (those who teach for doctrine the commandments of men). This doctrine was
used to carry away the woman in the garden. It was used by Cain in an attempt to get
favor with God. The Israelites had used this doctrine in their efforts to get right with God
and Paul prayed for their deliverance from it in Rom. 10:1 "Brethren, my heart's desire
and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 2 For I bear them record that
they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of
God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believeth." They had swallowed the flood of false
doctrine that man through keeping the law could establish his own righteousness and thus
get right with God. This is in direct opposition to the fact that Christ is the end
(completion) of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. The false requires
the act of the creature whereas the true is by grace through the atoning blood of Christ.
There are multiple variations in the worldly teaching today as to what man must do in
order to get right with God. But every one of them requires man to do something in order
to get right with God. Man in the very pride of his fleshly nature (earth) wants to think

he can do something in order to get right with God. The truth is that he cannot do
anything to get right with God, but Jesus Christ through the covenant of redemption has
made his elect right with God and no man can lay anything to the charge of God's elect.
The earth and the earthly assemblies swallow up the flood of false doctrines and
false practices that flow forth from the serpents mouth and his self-made ministers: 2
Cor. 11:14 "And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works." The scriptures also teach of
these earthly assemblies: 2 Tim. 4:3 "For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables." The Lord warned of those in Mark 7:7 "Howbeit in vain do they worship me,
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." The earth is full of assemblies who
hold to the doctrines and commandments of men that originated with the serpent in the
garden of Eden. The earth has swallowed up this flood and this is really a help to the
Lord's true church as she feeds from the manna of God's word and worships him in Spirit
and in truth to His name's honor and glory.
Rev. 12:17
Rev.12:17 "And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ."
The covenant of redemption is completely contrary to Satan's goals and all he
promotes. What can the dragon do to the covenant of redemption? He cannot alter God's
eternal purpose and stop what God has purposed from coming to pass. Christ's death on
the cross to justify his people has already come to pass. The new birth is a work that
cannot be stopped. The resurrection is sure. The dragon's goal is to wipe from the mind
all belief in the covenant of redemption that all the elect may worship the beast and his
image and ultimately worship the dragon. In order to accomplish his purpose the dragon
attempts to change people's perception of what the word of God really is. All the
attempts to introduce new so-called bibles are attempts to change the doctrine of God to
the doctrine of Satan. It is an attempt to eradicate the possibility that people might
believe in God's covenant of redemption. In so doing he would replace Christ with a
false Christ in the minds and hearts of God's people and have them worship the false
Christ, which really holds and promotes Satan's doctrine. He allures through the pride of
the flesh the idea that man is instrumental in procuring his own salvation from sin.
The second part of the dragon's attack is to make war with the remnant of the
woman's seed which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ. If he could disrupt and destroy the Lord's church, then he would be well on his
way of accomplishing his goal of universal worship from God's elect. The Lord's church
is made up of disciples who believe in the grace of God and believe that their salvation
from sin was accomplished by the grace of God through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. They also believe that God is sovereign in bringing about the new spiritual birth
and that by the grace of God. They also believe in the resurrection of the dead.

Subsequently, they believe in God's covenant of redemption that he made with himself
before the foundation of the world. In the following chapters we will see aspects of the
war that the dragon makes against this remnant of the woman's seed.
The statement that he went to make war with the remnant of the woman's seed
who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ is evidence
that not all the seed of the woman keep the commandments of God and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ. The idea of a remnant is taught throughout the scriptures.
When God chose Israel to make a covenant with and be his people under the law
dispensation, it is stated, "The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you,
because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people."
Out of the 12 tribes of Israel, the Lord chose the tribe of Levi to serve the tabernacle.
When he chose the priesthood, he chose the family of Aaron to be the priests. Notice that
the Lord chooses a remnant. First it was the remnant of all mankind when he chose
Israel, then it was a remnant of the 12 tribes when he chose Levi, then it was a remnant of
the tribe of Levi when he chose the family of Aaron. The following verses of scripture
point to a remnant serving the Lord in this New Testament age:
1. Jere. 23:3 "And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries
whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be
fruitful and increase. 4 And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and
they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD. 5
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch,
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 6
In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name
whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS."
2. Joel 2:32 "And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of
the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as
the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call."
3. Mic. 4:7 "And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far
off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth,
even for ever."
4. Rom. 9:27 "Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the
children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: 28 For he will finish
the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon
the earth. 29 And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we
had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha."

Rev. 13:1
Rev. 13:1 "And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the
sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his
heads the name of blasphemy."
Chapter 13 begins a section of Revelation that identifies many of the enemies of
the Lord's people and what we have to confront in this life. These enemies include Satan,
the secular world system, the false religious system also known as the false prophet, the
false religion known as Mystery Babylon and the image of the beast also known as the
antichrist or false Christs. Satan is described as a seven headed, ten-horned dragon. Now
we see rising up out of the sea a beast with seven heads and ten horns. The fact that it has
seven heads and ten horns teaches us that it is in the image of the dragon. Satan is an
imitator and we will make note of some of his imitations as we go along in this study.
God created man in his own image. Satan created the beast in his image (with seven
heads and ten horns).
Christ, as God manifest in the flesh, is the image of God:
1. 2 Cor. 4:4 "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them."
2. Col. 1:15 "Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every
creature."
3. Heb. 1:3 "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high."
In imitation of God, Satan has brought forth his own image in the form of the
seven head, ten-horn beast.
The beast rose up out of the sea. The word, sea, indicates the "sea" of humanity:
1. Is. 60:5 "Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and
be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of
the Gentiles shall come unto thee."
2. Jer. 51:42 "The sea is come up upon Babylon: she is covered with the
multitude of the waves thereof."
3. Ezek 26:16 "Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from their
thrones, and lay away their robes, and put off their broidered garments: they shall clothe
themselves with trembling; they shall sit upon the ground, and shall tremble at every
moment, and be astonished at thee."
4. Dan. 7:3 "And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from
another."
5. Zec. 14:8 "And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from
Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in
summer and in winter shall it be."
Satan uses the mirror image to imitate God. The image in the mirror is the exact
opposite of that which it reflects. For instance, if you look in the mirror your right hand
will be your mirror images left hand, etc.
The church has one head. In contrast, the beast has seven heads, which is the
exact opposite of the church.

Since the time of Nimrod, designing men under the spirit of Satan have been
trying to establish domination over humanity. Nimrod was a mighty hunter before the
Lord. God told man after the flood to be fruitful, multiply, replenish the earth, and
subdue the earth. However, Nimrod in rebellion against God began to build a kingdom
and led man to begin to build the tower of Babel, so that man would be under man's laws
and man's government and man's religion. God confounded the language and they left
off the building of Babel and were scattered abroad. Afterwards, Chedorlaomer, the king
of Elam began to build a kingdom and had conquered nine nations, when five of the
nations rebelled against him. When he went out to do battle against the five rebelling
nations, God intervened to destroy his empire and sent Abram to rescue Lot with 318trained servants and overcome the army of Chedorlaomer.
A few centuries later Syria under Benhadad reigned over 32 nations and had built
a multinational empire. Syria was the first head of the seven head beast in Revelation.
God destroyed the head by using an army of 7,000 Israelites to defeat the 32 nation's
army twice. The nation of Syria was no longer the great multinational kingdom that it
had been up to that time.
Next, Assyria arose to be a great multinational kingdom, carried away the ten
tribes of Israel, defeated, and reigned over multitudes of other nations. Assyria remained
a great nation until she went up against Hezekiah and Judah at Jerusalem. God himself
sent an angel and destroyed 185,000 of the army of Assyria in one night and the sons of
the king rebelled and killed the king of Assyria, which led to the downfall of Assyria as a
multinational kingdom.
The third head to arise was Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar. Nebuchadnezzar
carried the children of Israel into captivity and Babylon reigned over the entire civilized
world at that time.
Daniel's interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream revealed the third, fourth, fifth,
and sixth heads of the beast. These were Babylon, Medo-Persian empire, Greece, and
Rome. This is consistent with what we read in Rev. 17:10 "And there are seven kings:
five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must
continue a short space." At the time of the writing of the book of Revelation, the
kingdoms of Syria, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persian empire, and Greece were all fallen.
The kingdom of Rome was the existing multinational kingdom at that time.
"Upon his heads the name of blasphemy." This clearly teaches us that all the
efforts at multinational or one world domination have been in direct opposition to God
and are an open rebellion against God. Satan's purpose in raising these heads is spelled
out for us in Rev. 12:17 "And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make
war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ." Satan has ever sought to destroy the true worship of God and
has moved men to seek world domination in an effort to destroy those who would
worship God in Spirit and in truth.
Ten is the scriptural sign of law or commandment. The beast had ten horns. The
substitute or imitation of God ruling men by his laws and commandments is that the laws
and commandments of men rule man. This beast rules by the laws and commandments
of men. In addition, the substitute or imitation of worshipping God in Spirit and in truth
is to worship by the doctrines or commandments of men. The beast tries to enforce man
made religion upon man.

The book of Daniel says a lot about the seven head beast. For instance, Daniel
chapter seven describes the beast. We will refer to the book of Daniel as we continue our
study of the seven head, ten-horn beast.
Rev. 13:2
Rev. 13:2 "And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were
as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his
power, and his seat, and great authority."
The leopard, bear, and lion are beast of prey. They slay and devour their prey. In
addition, the leopard has an unusual colored skin coat. It has black and yellow stripes
with a white undercoat. This in itself tells us of the universal nature of the beast. There
are three basic races of humanity, which are sometimes referred to as the black, yellow,
and white races of man. Thus, the beast seeks domination over all of humanity.
The long and sharp claws of the bear's feet are designed to destroy its enemies.
The beast not only seeks world domination and rule over all civilization but also seeks to
root out and destroy any opposition to its rule. The greatest opposition to its rule is the
true worshippers of God. Remember in Rev. 12:17 "And the dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." The dragon uses the
beast to attempt to destroy the remnant of the woman's seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
The lion uses brute force to run down and overpower its prey and devours it with
his mouth. The lion's teeth are sharp and he uses them to tear his prey. This brutality
strikes fear in the hearts of its prey. Burning at the stake, feeding to the lions, impaling,
and crucifixion are all brutal ways the beast has used to destroy its prey. This brutality
not only serves to destroy the beast's enemies, but to keep the subjects of its rule in line.
"The dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority." The dragon is
the source of the beast's power, seat, and authority. Without the dragon it has no power,
seat or authority. Therefore, those who praise or worship the beast are really praising or
worshipping the dragon. The word, power, refers to the strength or ability of the beast.
This not only refers to its weaponry or numbers of soldiers, but also to its financial and
social strength to rule and bear authority. The word, seat, refers to the place of
government, the system of government, and the people who govern. The authority of the
beast is its authority to rule over the people under its dominion. All of these come from
are or derived from the dragon (Satan).
Rev. 13:3
Rev. 13:3 "And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his
deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast." According to
Rev. 17:10 "And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet
come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space." Rome was the head of the
beast existing at the time of the writing of the book of Revelation. The true worship of

God took its toll on Rome and the pagan empire was crumbling on its deathbed, when a
marriage took place between the secular government and false Christianity. After this
marriage, Rome revived and continued for several centuries before finally falling. Its
deadly wound was healed. Since Satan is an imitator using the mirror image effect in his
imitation, he had a problem imitating the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Satan doesn't have power to give life. Only God has this power. Thus Satan's imitation
was to revive the sixth head of the beast that had a deadly wound. This is his imitation of
the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
"All the world wondered after the beast." The word, wondered, means to have
great admiration. This revival of the sixth head of the beast brought admiration upon the
world of the adherents of this multinational secular empire. The pagan worshippers were
pleased because the emblems of their worship were preserved in the ceremonies and
ordinances of this beasts dictated religion. Today these emblems still survive in the
world's holidays of Christmas and Easter. The nominal or false Christian religions were
pleased because they now were at the seat of authority and could force those dissenters to
conform to their false religious views. The secular world was pleased because this form
of government rule after the commandments and doctrines of men was preserved. The
only ones as a class who did not have great admiration for the beast were the true
worshippers of Jesus Christ.
Rev. 13:4
Rev. 13:4 "And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast:
and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make
war with him?"
Truly, only God is holy as one to be worshipped and only God has all power and
is all victorious. Only God is worthy of being worshipped. Jesus Christ, being God, is
worthy of all our praise and worship. When one worships Christ, he worships God.
Again, Satan is an imitator. By worshipping the beast, the worshippers are also
worshipping the dragon, since the dragon is the creator of the beast.
The worshippers of the beast are worshipping at the altar of multi-nationalism.
They believe that a one-world government can cure all of humanities ills. They believe
that such a government over man will result in stopping all wars, in solving all social and
health problems, in bringing about fairness in judgment for all men. Men under the
commandments of men base their beliefs on the utopian concept that humanity is good
and that good would be manifest to all under a multinational one-world government. Of
course, their views are faulty as the bible plainly teaches that man is by nature totally
depraved.
Those who say, "Who is like unto the beast?" are making the government of man
their God. These believe that the government can solve all their problems and societies
problems. They want bigger government and broader government. They have deified
humanity. They are as the men that Nimrod organized and went forth to build a city and
a tower who top may reach unto heaven and said, "let us make us a name, lest we be
scattered abroad upon the face of the earth." They have rejected the government and

commandments of God and have replaced them with the government and commandments
of men.
Acts 17:26 "And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the
face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their
habitation; 27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find
him, though he be not far from every one of us." God has determined the bounds of
man's habitation. He has divided the nations and he did for the purpose that they should
seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him. Multinationalism is an
effort to displace the government of God with the government of men in open rebellion
against God.
"Who is able to make war with him?" Thus, men ascribe powers to the beast that
he can win all battles and wars. For instance, believers in multinationalism say that such
a system would be able to win the battle against poverty and against disease and against
crime. They ascribe to the beast powers that truly only belong to God. So far, in man's
history, six heads of the beast have come and gone and yet we still have poverty, disease,
and crime. In the resurrection, God will destroy poverty, disease, crime, and death.
Christ fought the battle against sin, death, hell, Satan, and the grave and arose victorious
the third day. God is truly all-powerful and all victorious. God alone is worthy of praise
and worship. Let us worship him and not at the altar of multinationalism.
Rev. 13:5
Rev. 13:5 "And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and
blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months."
The Devil tested the Lord in the wilderness after that the Lord had fasted forty
days and forty nights. Matt. 4:8 "Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high
mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9 And
saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me."
The Devil was promising the Lord that he would make him king over the beast if he
would worship him. Of course, the Lord refused.
David was the mouthpiece of the Holy Spirit in the last words that he spoke: 2
Sam. 23:1 "Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the
man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist
of Israel, said, 2 The spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue."
In contrast, the prince of the power of the air (Satan) often speaks through his subjects
speaking great things and blasphemies:
1. 2 Kings 18:32 "Until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a
land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of oil olive and of honey,
that ye may live, and not die: and hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he persuadeth you,
saying, The LORD will deliver us. 33 Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at all
his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 34 Where are the gods of Hamath, and of
Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? have they delivered Samaria
out of mine hand? 35 Who are they among all the gods of the countries, that have
delivered their country out of mine hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of
mine hand?"

2. Dan. 4:30 "The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built
for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my
majesty?"
3. Dan. 7:8 "I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them
another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the
roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking
great things."
4. Dan. 7:20 "And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which
came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that
spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows. 21 I beheld, and the
same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them;"
5. Dan. 3:15 "Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down
and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast
the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall
deliver you out of my hands?"
6. 2 Chr. 32:17 "He wrote also letters to rail on the LORD God of Israel, and to
speak against him, saying, As the gods of the nations of other lands have not delivered
their people out of mine hand, so shall not the God of Hezekiah deliver his people out of
mine hand. 18 Then they cried with a loud voice in the Jews' speech unto the people of
Jerusalem that were on the wall, to affright them, and to trouble them; that they might
take the city. 19 And they spake against the God of Jerusalem, as against the gods of the
people of the earth, which were the work of the hands of man."
7. Dan. 7:25 "And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall
wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall
be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time."
"Power was given unto him to continue forty and two months." Since the fall of
Rome many have believed that the beast is no longer around. There have been many
attempts to form a one-world government since that time. Some of the attempts include:
1. England in the days of the British Empire;
2. Fascism in the days of the First World War;
3. Nazism in the days of the Second World War;
4. Communism during the Cold War;
5. The United Nations.
According to Rev. Chapter 20 the seventh head will form near the close of Christ spiritual
reign on earth: Rev. 20:6 "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection:
on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with him a thousand years. 7 And when the thousand years are expired,
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which
are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the
number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth,
and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down
from God out of heaven, and devoured them." Thus the beast will continue until the end
of the 42 months which is the end of the New Covenant age.

Rev. 13:6-8
Rev. 13:6 "And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his
name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 7 And it was given unto him to
make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all
kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him,
whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world."
To blasphemy means to speak to the injury, destruction, or defamation of the one
blasphemed. The beast opened his mouth in blasphemy against God. This blasphemy
against God took three venues. First, it was blasphemy against the name of God.
Blasphemy against the name of God is more than just using curse words or using wicked
epitaphs. It includes speaking against the very character of God manifests in the names
used for God. For instance, God is called Creator. To speak against God as the creator
of all things is to blasphemy the name of God. All the atheists and evolutionists today are
blasphemers of the name of God. When secular government will not only condone but
also promote evolution and reject even the very teaching of creation, that secular
government is blaspheming the name of God. Another name of God is Shepherd. When
government tries to replace the spiritual pastorship of God over his people with drugs and
other forms of medication and treatment, then that government is blaspheming the name
of God. Likewise when a secular government denies God's Almighty power, his
omniscient reign over the affairs of men, his sovereignty, his deity, his kingship and his
kingdom, it is blaspheming the name of God.
Second, the beast blasphemed the tabernacle of God. A tabernacle is a temporary
dwelling place. God has promised to dwell with his people in his kingdom in his church.
That is the tabernacle of God. When secular government speaks against or does
destruction against the Lord's church that is blasphemy against the tabernacle of God.
When secular government creates a state sponsored or state run church (so-called) and
requires people to worship therein or not worship at all, then that is blasphemy against the
tabernacle of God. Likewise, in any way that the secular government attempts to hinder
the existence of the Lord's church is blasphemy against the tabernacle of God.
Third, the beast blasphemed them that dwelled in heaven. The use of the word,
heaven, here is not to infer the glory world. Rather it refers to the kingdom of heaven or
kingdom of God and embraces the Lord's church. Them that dwell in heaven are the
born-again, baptized members of the Lord's church who are seeking to walk as the Lord's
disciples. When secular government puts up obstacles to the true worship of God and
tries to dissuade people from worshipping therein, or attempts to destroy the true
worshippers of God or to hinder their worship or service to God, then that is blasphemy
against those who dwell in heaven.
Examples of this beastly blasphemy are found in the books of Daniel and of
Esther. Nebuchadnezzar sought to destroy anyone who would not worship the image that
he had set up. Darius was persuaded to cast into a den of lions anyone who asked
petition of any God other than himself. Haman sought through King Ahasuerus to
destroy the remnant of the Jews who worshipped the God of Israel.
"And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them."
There is a very limited or restricted sense in which the beast can make war with and

overcome the saints. He can do harm or destroy their natural body only. Just as Satan
was restricted from destroying the life of Job, so the beast cannot touch the spiritual life
of one of God's elect. The Lord said in Matt 10:28 "And fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell." The most that the beast can do is kill the body. He can overcome
them as far as bringing them into bodily bondage, restricting their movements and killing
their bodies, but he cannot destroy their soul. Only the Lord is capable of destroying a
soul. However, he will never destroy the souls of his elect.
The beast cannot force the Lord's born-again people to worship any false God or
any falsehood against their will. He may deceive them into doing that but he cannot
force them into doing it.
"Power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations." As we read
earlier in this chapter, this power came from the dragon. The authority is an unlawful
authority the beast forces upon its subjects. It is the authority of force. It goes back to
the adage, "He that has the force has the authority." When the King of Assyria sought to
impose his rule over Hezekiah and the children of Israel at Jerusalem, he sought to do it
by force. This was the same way that he had imposed his authority upon all the other
nations he ruled. 2 Kings 18:29 "Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: for
he shall not be able to deliver you out of his hand: 30 Neither let Hezekiah make you trust
in the LORD, saying, The LORD will surely deliver us, and this city shall not be
delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. 31 Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith
the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me by a present, and come out to me, and
then eat ye every man of his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every
one the waters of his cistern: 32 Until I come and take you away to a land like your own
land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of oil olive and of
honey, that ye may live, and not die: and hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he persuadeth
you, saying, The LORD will deliver us. 33 Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered
at all his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 34 Where are the gods of Hamath,
and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? have they delivered
Samaria out of mine hand? 35 Who are they among all the gods of the countries, that
have delivered their country out of mine hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem
out of mine hand?"
Again the use of the phrase, "all kindreds, and tongues, and nations," shows the
universal nature of the beast. Thus this beast was a multinational conglomeration of
nations under a ruler.
" And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." Some
have thought that the unregenerate do not worship anything, but that is simply not true.
One thing they worship is the God of force. This is the reason they worship the beast by
giving such praise and adoration to him. Their worship is the worship of the creature.
They believe that man through the wisdom and ingenuity of man in a man-made
government can cure all the ills and problems of society. They worship at the altar of
secular government and worship the God of forces while doing so.
Rev. 13:9

Rev. 13:9 "If any man have an ear, let him hear." This strange little statement or a
very similar statement appears eight times in the book of Revelations and eight times in
the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John). (Rev. 2:2, 7, 11, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; 13:9;
Matt. 11:15; 13:9, 43; Mk. 4:9, 23; 7:16; Lk. 8:8; 14:35). It is a declarative command (let
him hear) based on a condition (If any man have an ear). The condition must exist before
the command can apply. If a man has not an ear, then he is not commanded to hear,
neither is he capable of hearing. God only commands those who have an ear to hear.
This begs two questions: "Who has an ear?" and "What type of ear is it?"
In answer to the questions above, I Cor. 2:9, 10 reads, "But as it is written, Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God." Thus, we
conclude that the natural ear, natural eye, and natural heart that cannot perceive the things
that God hath prepared for them that love him. Yet the Spirit has revealed the deep
things of God to some. Therefore, we conclude that there is a spiritual eye, a spiritual
ear, and a spiritual heart to which the deep things of God are revealed. Furthermore, I
Cor. 2:14, tells us "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned." The natural man has no spiritual senses by which he can receive spiritual
things. Verse 12 gives us the answer as follows: "Now we have received, not the spirit of
the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely
given to us of God." The spiritual ear hears spiritual things. The ones who have spiritual
ears are those who have been born spiritually.
The Lord said in John 3:3 "Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Those who
have been born of the spirit are the only ones who have spiritual senses by which they
can see the kingdom of God. Verses 6-8 reads, "6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be
born again. 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the
Spirit." The Spirit operates sovereignly and separate and apart from man's action in
causing someone to be born of the Spirit. As the Lord said, "It is the spirit that
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life."
Only those who have been born of the Spirit have spiritual ears by which they can
hear spiritual things. God gives the command to hear only to those who have been born
of the Spirit. Since this command is not the irresistible command of the new birth it can
be complied with or it can be ignored by those who receive it. Those who have been
born again who ignore the commandment will suffer a timely condemnation for their
rebellion, but heaven will still be their home.
The Spirit speaks to the spiritually born child of God in various ways but chiefly
through the scriptures, through the preaching of the gospel, and through individual
experiences in the life of the Spirit born individual. We should not ignore or rebel
against what the Spirit speaks to us but rather hear what the Spirit says to us and obey His
commands.

God has directed the scriptures only to the child of God. This we read in II Tim.
3:16 "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." The unregenerate are not capable of
receiving spiritual instruction from the scriptures. Only the spiritually born individuals
can receive spiritual instruction from the scriptures.
Rev. 13:10
Rev. 13:10 "He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth
with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the
saints." The statement, "he that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity," can have
several possible applications. There are different types of captivity. There is the
captivity of people overcome in war. There is the captivity of those imprisoned for
wrongdoing. There is the captivity of slavery. There is the captivity of those bound to
false teachings, false practices, and false religious systems. The above scripture teaches
this last captivity. When the blind lead the blind, they both fall into a ditch. Likewise,
the deceived deceive others: II Tim. 3:13 "But evil men and seducers shall wax worse
and worse, deceiving, and being deceived."
Is. 5:13 "Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no
knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with
thirst." Paul had a hearts desire and a prayer for an ignorant people: Rom. 10:1
"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 2
For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3
For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ
is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth." These people had not
gone into captivity of their own volition, but false teachers led them into captivity. The
fact is that most who teach false doctrine and advocate false practices and false worship
are themselves deceived into a belief system consisting of false doctrine, false practices,
and false worship. The ones who lead others into captivity of false teachings, false
worship, and false doctrine are themselves also led into the same captivity.
II Tim. 4:3 "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And
they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." The heap
of teachers are themselves taught fables and false doctrine, in order that they might teach
fables and false doctrine.
"He that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword." The word of God
is called the sword of the Spirit. When someone misuses the scriptures to pronounce
destruction upon others he is also pronouncing destruction upon himself. David killed
Goliath with his own sword. Notice the following example: Mk. 10:17 "And when he
was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him,
Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 18 And Jesus said unto him,
Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 19 Thou knowest the
commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false

witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 20 And he answered and said unto
him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. 21 Then Jesus beholding him
loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the
cross, and follow me. 22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he
had great possessions." I have heard many say that the rich young man was bound for
hell because he did not sell all that he had in the way of material goods. Yet, I have not
seen one of those condemning the young man who had sold all of their natural goods and
given them all to the poor. Many of the preachers who preach this man into hell are
themselves quite rich in material goods! In destroying the rich young man they destroy
themselves!
"Here is the patience and the faith of the saints." Both the secular beast and the
religious beast have exceedingly more natural resources, numbers of adherents, and
political persuasion and power than do the true worshippers of Christ. Yet the true
worshippers have the truth and their faith in the Lord and his deliverances. God has
delivered them from the captivity of false worship systems, false doctrine, and false
worship. They are not out trying to kill with the sword of truth, but being led of the Spirit
of God, they attempt to deliver others from bondage and timely destructions.
Rev. 13:11
Rev. 13:11 "And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had
two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon."
The first beast, known as the seven head, ten-horn beast, came up out of the sea.
As we have shown previously the sea typifies the "sea of humanity" or more particularly
the Gentiles. This secular first beast is a beast that arose out of the Gentiles. It is a
multinational beast patterned after the image of the dragon or Satan. The second beast
arose out of the earth. Thus, it arose from the nation of Judah or Israel. It also is
patterned after the doctrine and deeds of the Nicolaitanes. The Nicolaitanes were a
religious organization, which had a hierarchal structure with the ministry reigning or
ruling over the church (so-called). Both beasts had similar hierarchal structures in the
form of a pyramid. The head(s) reigned over the body of nations. Everywhere in the
scriptures, that we see the pattern of the beast(s) it is multinational.
This second beast has a religious character as opposed to the secular character of
the first beast. It had two horns like a lamb. The lamb was frequently used in the
religious ceremonies of the Old Testament and frequently represented God's children or
the "Lamb of God" which is the Lord Jesus Christ. The false prophet comes in sheep
clothing: Matt. 7:15 "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing,
but inwardly they are ravening wolves."
This second beast is called "The False Prophet" later on in the book of
Revelations (Rev. 16:13; 19:10; 20:10). Subsequently, this second beast is an
organization of the ministry of Satan patterned after the Nicolaitane pattern. Therefore,
there would be layers of ministers with differing and greater authorities as they go up the
pyramid. II Cor. 11 tells us of the Satanic deception and his false prophets and ministers:
3 "For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the

apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers
of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works." In contrast, God's true
ministry is part of no organization above the local church and answer directly to their one
head, which is Christ. There is no mission board, seminary, or headquarters over either
the Lord's church or His ministry. There is no hierarchy of ministers in the Lord's
church. Peter confirms this pattern in I Peter. Chapter 5: 1 "The elders which are among
you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a
partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 2 Feed the flock of God which is among you,
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind; 3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the
flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that
fadeth not away." Peter identified himself as being on an equal level with the elders. In
addition, he taught that there is only one "Chief Shepherd." Thirdly, none is to lord it
over God's heritage.
This second beast spoke like the dragon. It also was in the image of the Dragon
and spoke blasphemy against the Lord, His church, and his word. The spirit working in
this second beast is the spirit of Satan. The World Council of Churches is the closest
thing to this second beast today. It attempts to bring all religions under one so-called
umbrella. If it could get all religions and denominations to join with it, then it could rule
over all those groups and control what they teach or do not teach and promote. Similarly,
Catholicism and its ministry are also formed in a hierarchal structure as the Nicolaitanes.
The second beast had two horns. It joined Judaism and Paganism under one
umbrella. The two greatest religious organizations warring against the true Church of
Jesus Christ in the book of Acts was Judaism and Paganism. The Pharisees and
Sadducees who made up Judaism at that time were trying to eradicate the mention of the
name Jesus and to eliminate his disciples. Likewise, the Pagan religions felt threatened
by the Lord's church, as they believed it would ruin their sale of images and religious
artifacts. They might lose their livelihood! Christmas and Easter holidays come from the
joining of Judaism and Paganism. Both holidays have strong elements of paganism as
part of their observance.
Satan's purpose in guiding the development of these two beasts is to make war
with the remnant of the woman's seed that keep the commandments of God and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ. Ultimately, the two beasts, the image of the first beast, and
Mystery Babylon are tools that Satan uses to accomplish his purpose as stated in the five
"I wills" recorded in Is. 14:13. "For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the
congregation, in the sides of the north: 14I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I
will be like the most High."
Rev. 13:12
Rev. 13:12 "And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and
causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly
wound was healed."

"He exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him." What power did the
first beast have? The answer is given us in v.5-7, "5 "And there was given unto him a
mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue
forty and two months. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to
blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 7 And it was
given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given
him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations." Thus the second beast had the
following power:
1. He had power to blasphemy the name of God.
2. He had power to blasphemy God's tabernacle, i.e., his true church.
3. He had power to blasphemy those that dwell in heaven.
4. He had power to continue forty-two months.
5. He had power to make war with the saints.
6. He had power to overcome the saints.
7. He had power over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
The above shows us the universal, multinational nature of the second beast. It
also shows us that it is opposed to God, his church, and them that keep the
commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. It also shows us that we
will have a continual battle against this second beast or false prophet throughout time.
Since this second beast has vastly superior resources and political power a fleshly battle
cannot be fought by the true disciples of Christ and be profitable. According to the book
of II Corinthians God has given us mighty spiritual weapons. II Cor. 10:3 For though we
walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6 And having in a
readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled."
Furthermore, God has given us an armor whereby we may stand against all of our
enemies: Eph. 6:10 "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand
therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God: 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints."
"And causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast,
whose deadly wound was healed." Thus the goals of the second beast matches the five "I
wills" of Satan set forth in Isaiah chapter 14. To worship the first beast is the same as
worshipping the dragon, for the dragon made it in his image. Consequently, those who
give praise and glory to the power and authority and accomplishments of secular
government and especially the universal multinational secular government known as the

seven head, ten-horned beast are ultimately worshipping the seven head, ten-horned
dragon.
Rev. 13:13-15
Rev. 13:13 "And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from
heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by
the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to
them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the
wound by a sword, and did live. 15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not
worship the image of the beast should be killed."
The Lord, after his death, burial, and resurrection, but prior to his ascension into
heaven gave the apostles gifts in which to manifest their work and authority. Mk. 16:17
"And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall
recover." Similarly, Christ himself performed multitudes of miracles and wonders during
the three and a half years that he walked in his ministry on earth. Satan is an imitator.
Both the image of the beast and the false prophet were established so as to deceive people
into believing that they are/were performing miracles and wonders.
We will now look at the image of the beast. Remember that whatever is the
image of the beast is also the image of the dragon. When anyone worships Jesus Christ
who is the image of the invisible God, he is worshipping God. Likewise, when anyone
worships the image of the beast, he is worshipping Satan. He may not believe that he is
worshipping Satan and may even think he is worshipping Christ, but he is actually
worshipping Satan. It is said of Satan that he transformed himself into an angel of light.
2 Cor. 11:14 "And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light."
Obviously Satan is anything but an angel of light, but he deceives others into believing
that he is an angel of light.
The image of the beast is the antichrist spoken of in 1 John. 1 John 2:18 "Little
children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are
there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time." The word, antichrist,
implies opposition to Christ. It also means "one in the place of Christ." Thus, antichrist
is a false Christ made to appear as thou he is Christ. The scriptures give us the only true
image of Christ, which is a word description. The scriptures describe the attributes,
work, and covenant purpose of Christ. To create an antichrist one would only have to
change the attributes, work and purpose of Christ.
John said that there were already many antichrists in his day. People today are
told to look for some future antichrist, but that is a deception to hide the fact that many
antichrist already exist in the world today. A comparison between the true Christ and a
typical antichrist will illustrate the deception and manifest the image of the beast:
1. The true Christ has all power in heaven and earth. The false Christ or
antichrist has done all he can do, and now he is dependant upon the creature to finish the
work of salvation.

2. The true Christ chose his people before the foundation of the world. The false
Christ has left the designation of his people up to the free will of man.
3. The true Christ saves his people by grace. The false Christ provides an offer
of salvation based on the will and actions of man.
4. The true Christ died for all the sins of all the elect. The false Christ died for
some of the sins of all mankind, but not for the sin of unbelief.
5. The true Christ is the one head of his church. The false Christ has organized
his churches after the Nicolaitane pattern.
Hundreds of other examples of differences could be given, but these suffice to show how
people can be deceived to worshipping a false image and a false Christ or antichrist.
"And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on
the earth in the sight of men." Fire coming down on earth in the sight of men is a sign of
judgment. The following verses show this correlation:
1. 2 Kings 1:10 "And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a
man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And
there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty."
2. 2 Chr.7:1 "Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came
down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of
the LORD filled the house."
3. Rev. 20:9 "And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the
camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them."
The proposition is set forth that if a person doesn't hear the gospel and believe the gospel
and accept the Lord as their personal Savior, and be baptized then the judgment of God
will consume them and they will be eternally lost and hell will be their eternal abode.
Thus the fire (judgment of God) comes down in the sight of men through there
proposition.
"And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which
he had power to do in the sight of the beast." The false ministry or false prophet says that
they have the keys to whether a person can go to hell or go to heaven. They also say that
they have the formula for eternal salvation and can give it to whomsoever will accept it.
They additionally set forth that if a person will receive their gospel then they can get born
of the Spirit and obtain eternal life. To save from hell, to save from sin, to give eternal
life, and to cause the spiritual birth are all miraculous things. The problem for the false
prophet is that only God can do those things. Therefore, the false prophet must deceive
people into believing that they can do those things. What the false prophet does is
deceptive miracles and not real miracles.
"Saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the
beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live." The whole doctrine of the death,
burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is turned around to fit the antichrist
image that the false prophet has set up. The scriptures say that "For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (2 Tim. 4:3).
"And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the
beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the

beast should be killed." Nebuchadnezzar built an image and required worship of the
image by all his subordinates in the government. This was forced worship. Throughout
the last two thousand years multitudes have been slain because they refused to worship
the image of the beast. They refused to bow down to a false Christ. Today in the United
States we have the freedom of worship without fear of government retribution. However,
this is the exception and not the rule.
The image of the beast speaks through the false ministry in the perverted gospel
that they preach. Paul said, "I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called
you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some
that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let
him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other
gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:6-9). Today
multitudes of people accept the false gospels as being the truth and are deceived into
believing a lie. Their image of Christ is perverted and become the image of antichrist.
Instead of hearing the true gospel they are hearing a perverted gospel. Instead of
worshipping Christ they are worshipping another Jesus (2 Cor. 1:4), or antichrist or
Satan.
Rev. 13:16-18
Rev. 13:16 "And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and
bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17 And that no man
might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of
his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the
beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six."
The right hand is used in the scriptures to indicate a position of honor and power
and is used to signify labor or work. As this verse is used to indicate the right hand of
man, it is used to signify the labor or work of man.
The forehead is the place of conscious thought. In Ezekiel God set a mark on
those who sighed and cried against the wickedness that was transpiring in Jerusalem.
Ezek. 9:4 "And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the
midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry
for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof." This mark was applied so as
to exempt the ones marked from the judgment of God upon the city. Ezek. 9:6 "Slay
utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any
man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient
men which were before the house."
In the seventh chapter of Revelation God sealed the servants of God in their
foreheads. Rev. 7:3 "Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have
sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads." This sealing identifies the true
worshippers or servants of God with God. This is a sealing of the Holy Spirit as spoken
of in the first chapter of Ephesians. Eph. 1:13 "In whom ye also trusted, after that ye
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed,
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance

until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory." Thus in
the conscience of these servants of God they have an assurance of God's salvation.
"And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive
a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads." The phrase "small and great, rich and
poor, free and bond" is used to indicate the universal nature of the mark that is placed in
the right hand and forehead. All, regardless of their station or status, who worship the
beast receive this mark. The mark is identification, but it is not to be taken as a literal
physical mark. It is used to identify the worshippers of the beast by their works and by
their thoughts. Thus those who believe that they can work (right hand) their way to
heaven and that believe that their will (forehead) is ultimately the cause of their salvation
from sin and the cause of their new birth or eternal life have been marked in their right
hand and forehead. The mark is their works and their will. However, the word of God
says, "So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that
showeth mercy."
"And that no man might buy or sell." Buying and selling are terms used to
indicate merchandising. Sometimes there are auctions or other merchandising arenas that
require that the participants have some type of identifying mark. Only those so marked
can participate in the merchandising. Later on in the book of Revelations Mystery
Babylon is described in much detail. The buying selling and merchandising will be
presented in much greater detail and clarity. Also the identity of Mystery Babylon, which
is the natural city of Jerusalem under Judaism will also become apparent.
Rev. 13:1 tells us the name of the beast which is blasphemy.
"Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the
number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six." The number 666 is
found in the Old Testament three times and arranged a fourth time (1 Ki. 10:14; 2 Chr.
9:13; Ezra 2:13; Dan. Chapter 3). In the New Testament the number is derived from
three Greek letters: chi xi stigma meaning six hundred, sixty, and six. 1 Ki. 10:14 and 2
Chr. 9:13 indicate a money base associated with the number. Ezra 2:13 associates the
number with the children of Adonikam whose name means high Lord. The 3rd Chapter of
Daniel tells us about the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar setting up an image that was
60 cubits high by 6 cubits wide and when six musical instruments began to play all the
people were to fall down and worship the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. The
gist of this is that the number 666 is associated with man-made and man enforced
worship. The penalty for refusing to worship was death. This man-made and man
enforced worship was enforced by the ruler of the beast (Babylon).

Rev. 14:1
Rev. 14:1 "And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him
an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads."
The Lamb is a symbol of the Lord as the sacrifice acceptable to God on behalf of
the elect. It was as the Lamb that the Lord satisfied the wrath of God and justified the
elect by his shed blood.
Mount Sion is a symbol of the kingdom of God that John began to preach in the
wilderness and of which much of the gospels teaches. This is that spiritual kingdom that
God set up and to which we enter through belief of the gospel, repentance, and water
baptism.
The hundred and forty and four thousand is a symbol of God's believing and
obedient disciples in his church. This is not a literal number. The number is
representative of all the true disciples of Jesus Christ.
Having his Father's name written in their foreheads is symbolic of those sealed
with the Holy Spirit of promise. The Holy Spirit sealed them after they heard the word of
truth, believed it, and trusted in Jesus Christ.
The above verse teaches us that the Lord as the sacrificial atonement for his
people had come into his kingdom and now reigns as King over his kingdom. Beside
him are the members of the church of believing disciples who trust him, follow him, and
are a part of this spiritual kingdom that the Lord has set up on earth.
Rev. 14:2, 3
Rev. 14:2 "And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as
the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: 3
And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the
elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand,
which were redeemed from the earth."
There are two voices heard in the above passage of scripture. The first is the
voice of many waters, which we have previously identified as the voice of the Lord as he
speaks to his people in every language under heaven (the voice of many waters). This
voice is as the voice of a great thunder as the Lord speaks in power to his elect, both to
bring about their new or spiritual birth when they were dead in trespasses and sins, and to
instruct them in the way of righteousness. The second voice is the voice of harpers
harping with their harps. As we noted in chapter 5 the harps are symbolic of the laws of
God written in the hearts of the elect when they are born of the Spirit and by which they
sing praise in their hearts unto the Lord.
As we also noted in chapter 5 the new song is the song of praise for God's having
redeemed them from their sins. Only those who have heard and believed the true gospel
and been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise can truly sing this song of redemption,
giving all the praise and glory for their redemption unto the Lord. Many people only give
partial credit to the Lord for their salvation and reserve part of the credit for themselves
based on their works. Thus, they do not sing the new song of redemption. These
hundred and forty and four thousand sing this new song before the throne of God in the

Kingdom of God for it is they who have recognized that this kingdom is a timely spiritual
kingdom and that Jesus is reigning today in that kingdom. Most people today are looking
for a future reign of Christ on earth in a literal physical kingdom, which is a figment of
man's imagination, certainly not scriptural.
The hundred and forty and four thousand also sing the song of redemption before
the four beasts for they recognize in the gospels that they testify of God's sovereignty of
their eternal salvation by grace.
The hundred and forty and four thousand also sing the song of redemption before
the elders which are representative of God's people. They love to tell others of what the
Lord has done for them and how he has redeemed them by his grace.
Rev. 14:4, 5
Rev. 14:4 "These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are
virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were
redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 5 And in
their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God."
There are seven verses of scripture that speak of the undefiled:
1. Psalms 119:1 "ALEPH. Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the
law of the LORD."
2. Song 5:2 "I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my beloved that
knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for my head is
filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night."
3. Song 6:9 "My dove, my undefiled is but one; she is the only one of her mother,
she is the choice one of her that bare her. The daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the
queens and the concubines, and they praised her."
4. Heb. 7:26 "For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;"
5. Heb. 13:4 "Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge."
6. James 1:27 "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To
visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the
world."
7. 1 Pet. 1:4 "To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you."
These verses of scripture speak to the fact that both the Lord and his bride, the
Church, are undefiled. The church is undefiled because the Lord has made her so. Her
members have a spiritual nature through the new birth that cannot sin. They are
spiritually perfect before God. In the resurrection they will be undefiled in body as well.
Spiritually they are virgins before the Lord. A virgin has known no man. These
hundred and forty and four thousand, which are the true disciples of Christ know no man
spiritually.
"These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth." All of the elect
follow the Lamb in regeneration and in the resurrection. They are passive in following

him in those things. But the true worshippers of the Lord follow him in the true worship
of God and in the service he has given them here in time.
"These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the
Lamb." All the elect are redeemed from among men as we read in Eph. 1:4 "According
as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In
whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace." Thus, the blood of the Lamb redeems all the elect. Not all the elect
are the first fruits unto God and unto the Lamb, however. The doctrine of the first fruits
was based on the gathering of the harvest. The earliest harvest was called the first fruits
of the harvest. The rest of the harvest was gathered later. The first fruits was a precursor
of things to come. The disciples of the Lord are called the first fruits in the New
Testament. In the resurrection all the elect will be harvested unto God and will give him
all praise. Now only the true disciples give him all the praise for eternal salvation. Thus
they are the first fruits. Rom. 16:5 "Likewise greet the church that is in their house.
Salute my wellbeloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ."
"And in their mouth was found no guile." Ps. 32:2 "Blessed is the man unto
whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile." In our
flesh we are sinful creatures and sometimes we speak guile even after that we are born of
the Spirit of God. However, in our inner man in the spirit there is no guile. We cannot
speak guile in the inner or spiritual man.
"They are without fault before the throne of God." Rom. 8:33 "Who shall lay any
thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." While we possess a sinful nature in
the flesh and are sinners by nature, yet before the throne of God we are without charge
for Jesus has paid the redemption price and God will remember our sins (against us) no
more.
Rev. 14:6, 7
Rev. 14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to
him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters."
The heaven in this verse must have reference to the 2nd heaven or new heaven in
chapter 21. There will be no need to preach the gospel in the glory world or third heaven.
Likewise the 1st heaven was the law covenant and it brought condemnation, not good
news.
The word, angel, means messenger. The angel was flying in the midst of heaven.
The word, fly, speaks to us of the spiritual work of the angel. This points us to the Holy
Spirit as the Holy Comforter guiding and leading and enabling the gospel ministers to

preach the gospel in power and demonstration of the Spirit. It is through the Spirit that
the gospel ministers preach the everlasting gospel to God's people, who dwell on the
earth. The word, earth, and the phrase, every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people, have very specific objects. Often the Israelite nation was referred to as earth and
the Gentile nations had reference to all other nations. This isn't to infer that all humanity
would hear the gospel, for not all are born spiritually and those not born spiritually are
incapable of hearing the gospel. It is to infer that the gospel was going forth to both the
Jews and the Gentiles.
Verse 7 speaks to us of the two main tenets of the gospel or good news of Jesus
Christ. These two tenets are God's judgment and God's creation. Jesus Christ brought us
to the judgment seat of God and redeemed us by his blood out of every nation, kindred,
people and tongue. Through this redemptive work of the Lamb of God we are made
righteous before God. Furthermore, through the work of creation of Jesus Christ we are
made new creatures in Christ Jesus when we are born of the Spirit. According to Eph.
2:10, "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them." Jesus spoke to us in that still small
voice when we were dead in trespasses and sins and we were made alive (quickened)
spiritually: John 5:25 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live."
For this salvation from sin and for this effectual calling of the new birth we
should give praise, honor, and glory to him that "saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began."
The reference to "heaven" speaks to us of the kingdom of heaven. The reference
to the "earth" and the "sea" speaks to us of the Jews and the Gentiles and the reference to
the "fountain of waters" speaks to us of the refreshing fountain of gospel waters.
Rev. 14:8
Rev. 14:8 "And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen,
that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication."
Babylon in the Old Testament was the capital city of the beastly government
known by that same name. Nebuchadnezzar was the principle king during the reign of
Babylon over the kingdoms of the earth. This same city previously was known as Babel
during the time of Nimrod's kingdom building episode in which he had gathered the
people together after the flood and led them in building a city and a tower whose top may
reach unto heaven. God had come down and confused their languages and they left off
the building of the city and the tower. The name Babel thus meant confusion. By the
time that Revelations had been written the natural city called Babylon had already ceased
to have any prominence. However, there was a city in which confusion reigned that was
considered a great city and wrought spiritual fornication against the Lord and his true
worship. The identity of this great city is made for us in Revelation chapter 18:19 "And
they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that
great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her

costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate. 20 Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye
holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her." Also according to verse
24 we read, "And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that
were slain upon the earth." Couple this with Matt. 23:37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou
that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not!" Jerusalem killed the apostles and prophets, therefore,
Jerusalem was that great Babylon in the book of Revelations.
Our text verse said that Babylon is fallen, is fallen. Since Babylon is said to be
the mother of harlots and abominations and they are still thriving in the world today, then
we must ask ourselves how that Babylon is fallen. Babylon falls in the minds and hearts
of God's people who come to understand and believe the truth, who also seek to worship
him in spirit and in truth. Babylon or religious confusion no longer prevails in their lives
or in their minds and hearts. The truth makes us free from such confusion. It also
delivers us from spiritual fornication that many were guilty of prior to coming to a
knowledge of the truth.
The text verse says that she made all nations drink in the wine of the wrath of her
fornication. The word wrath means fierceness. The nations of people who know not the
truth are deluded into believing a lie and commit spiritual fornication with her. Her
system of religion was a works system of salvation and taught that man could raise
himself up to a spiritual nature and to eternal life by his obedience to a set of
commandments and laws. This was the serpent's doctrine taught in the Garden of Eden.
Those who worship under this thesis today are committing spiritual fornication.
Rev. 14:9-11
Rev. 14:9 "And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any
man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,
10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without
mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone
in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 11 And the smoke of
their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who
worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name."
To worship the beast and his image was to worship under the false works system
of Mystery Babylon and to worship a false Christ and give allegiance to a hierarchal
Nicolaitane religious organization. To receive his mark in your forehead or in your hand
was to give your mental consent and your labors consent to this system.
It is readily apparent that God is not pleased with the beast or his image or of
anyone receiving his mark in their right hand or forehead. According to the scriptures
God hates the deeds and the doctrines of the Nicolaitanes. In addition, since the beast is
made in the image of the dragon and the image is that of false Christs or Antichrists, God
is indignant with such false worship. The Lord said of such, "In vain they do worship
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men."
Furthermore, there is a wrathful indignation and torment that is pronounced
against such that worship the beast and his image and that receive the mark of his name.

This, however, is not the same wrath and torment as takes place in the lake of fire. There
is a wrath and torment that takes place in the lives of God's people who worship vainly
that takes place "in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lord." This
is not the same as the wrath and torment on the non-elect that takes place in hell: 2 Thes.
1:9 "Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power." The one is in the presence of the holy angels and in the
presence of the Lord and the other is from the presence of the Lord. This is quite a
difference.
As we have already concluded in the book of Revelations, the angels or holy
angels are usually referring to gospel messengers. When the gospel messengers preach
the whole counsel of God and speak of the errors, sins and false worship of God's people
it generally sharply pricks them in their heart. They are tormented when they see
themselves as the guilty sinners who are falsely worshipping the beast and his image.
This torment takes place in their conscience and heart. While many never hear the true
gospel of Jesus Christ and never hear the message of the kingdom of God yet the Lord
pricks their hearts to realize that their works system are insufficient to make them right
with God. Take the case of the rich young ruler whom the Lord loved. He came running
to Jesus and asked him what good thing he could do to get eternal life. If he had been
satisfied with his works he wouldn't have asked that question. He saw that he could not
attain perfection through his works and he went away sorrowful. How is this any
different from the masses of God's people who today seek to get right with God through
their works system?
Additionally, the works systems of men cannot bring rest to the child of God, for
by the law is the knowledge of sin. Not all of the efforts, labors, and mental extraction
that one may do can overcome the conviction of sin. Tons of good works and righteous
deeds cannot make the sinner right with God. He that is guilty of one part of the law is
guilty of all the law. One can labor under the burden of a works system but will never
find any rest under that system. Only the Lord can give them rest and he doesn't give
them rest under the law or legal system but that rest come under the covenant of
redemption and the finished work of Jesus Christ.
How many of God's people today bury loved ones or come face to face with
death's door and have great anxiety about their eternal destiny. Their fears of having
come short of the glory of God torment them and they have no rest day or night. Such a
works system cannot give rest nor relieve their torments.
Rev. 14:12, 13
Rev. 14:12 "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. 13 And I heard a voice from heaven
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them."
The "saints" are set in contrast to those who worship the beast and his image and
have received the mark of the beast in their right hand and in their forehead. The saints
are the ones set forth in Rev. 12:17 "which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ." The saints are the ones against whom the dragon makes war.

The patience of the saints indicates their waiting upon the Lord and worshipping him in
Spirit and in truth according to scriptural precept.
The faith of Jesus is the faith once delivered to the saints. It is that system of
doctrine, practice, worship and government that God has given the New Testament
Church as taught in the New Testament. The saints delight to keep the commandments of
God not in order to get righteous with God but rather because they are righteous with
God. The saints have ceased from their own works in trying to get righteous with God
and now rest in the finished work of Jesus Christ, for he is the end of the law for
righteousness to them that believe. They are resting in the rest that Jesus gives them.
They have taken the Lord's yoke upon themselves. They are learning of him.
Their works are not to get righteous with God but are designed to glorify God as
set forth in the following verses:
1. John 15:8 "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye
be my disciples."
2. Eph. 2:10 "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them."
3. Matt. 5:16 "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven."
Their works follow them. They do not go before them to judgment, but rather
they are the result of their righteous state they possess because of the atoning sacrifice of
the Lamb of God.
Furthermore, they are dead to sin (that is they are dead to the condemning effects
of sin) as the following verses show:
1. Col. 2:20 "Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the
world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances."
2. Rom. 6:11 "Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord."
3. Rom. 7:4 "Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the
body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the
dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God."
4. Gal. 2:19 "For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto
God."
5. Col. 3:3 "For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God."
6. 2 Tim. 2:11 "It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also
live with him."
7. 1 Pet. 2:24 "Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that
we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed."
Yes, these who are dead with Christ, are dead to the condemning effects of sin,
and are dead to the law. They are doubly blest in that they have knowledge that their
righteousness is in the finished work of Jesus Christ according to the covenant of
redemption.
Rev. 14:14-20

Rev. 14:14 "And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat
like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp
sickle. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that
sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for
the harvest of the earth is ripe. 16 And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the
earth; and the earth was reaped. 17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in
heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 18 And another angel came out from the altar,
which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle,
saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her
grapes are fully ripe. 19 And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the
vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the
winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto
the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs."
There are two harvests are gatherings in the above passage of scripture. The first
gathering was the reaping of the earth. The second gathering was the reaping and
destruction of the grapes of the vine of the earth. However, they are presented together as
though there is a very strong connection between them.
In the Old Testament, the children of Israel observed three feasts: Ex. 23:14 Three
times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year. 15 Thou shalt keep the feast of
unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as I commanded thee, in
the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou camest out from Egypt: and none
shall appear before me empty:) 16 And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours,
which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the
year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field."
The feast of unleavened bread was associated with the Passover. It began when
they first began to put the sickle to the wheat. The feast of harvest or firstfruits was also
known as the feast of weeks and was fifty days after the first day of the week following
the beginning of wheat harvest. The feast of ingatherings was also called the feast of
tabernacles and was associated with the completion of all harvests at the end of the year.
It would appear that the two gatherings in our subject text are associated with the
feast of unleavened bread. To prove this we look at the picture painted of the Lord Jesus
Christ in this text. First, he sat upon a white cloud. White is the bible color associated
with righteousness. The cloud represents the glory of God. The glory of God is manifest
to us through the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. The fact that he
sat indicates a finished work for Jesus never sat until the work was completed. He was
called the Son of God. As the Son of God, he is the representative of his elect people and
atoned for their sins. He had on a golden crown indicating he had gotten the victory and
was now reigning over his enemies and his subjects. All of this points us to Christ as the
Passover and his rising from the dead. This indicates he is the firstfruit of them that slept.
The Lord did the first gathering. He is the one who thrust in his sharp sickle and
reaped the earth. The earth is the elect of God for they literally are earth. This is a
covenant gathering according to the covenant of redemption. He gathered them to a
righteous state through his death, burial, and resurrection. He was made to be sin for us
who knew no sin that we may be made the righteousness of God in him.
The second gathering is the grapes of the vine of the earth. According to Gal.
5:19 "Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication,

uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like."
The grapes of the vine of the earth represent all of our sins. When Jesus Christ went to
the cross he gathered all of our sins and tread the winepress of the wrath of God alone.
The horse is the animal associated in the scriptures with battle. This is one war
that Jesus fought all by himself.
The winepress was trodden without the city. Heb. 13:12 "Wherefore Jesus also,
that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. 13 Let us
go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach."
The furlong is a racecourse. The immensity of that racecourse (one thousand and
six hundred furlongs) indicates the awful price that Jesus paid for our sins. This satisfied
the wrath of God and brings forth the comfort spoken of in Is. 40:1 "Comfort ye, comfort
ye my people, saith your God. 2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her,
that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of
the Lord's hand double for all her sins." Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift.

Rev. 15:1
Rev. 15:1 "And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels
having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God."
Once again we have a section of the book of Revelation presented to us beginning
with the mention of seven angels. I find nothing to indicate that the seven angels
mentioned in this section is different from the seven angels to which the Lord revealed to
us in Rev. 1:20 "The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and
the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and
the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches." The angels or
messengers of the seven churches are the pastors of the seven churches who deliver the
Lord's messages to the churches. Additionally we read about seven angels in Rev. 8:2
"And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven
trumpets."
As we have previously shown the trumpets in the scripture are a sign of the
gospel. Thus, the seven angels who deliver the messages to the churches are the same
ones who preach the gospel. Furthermore, the gospel ministers to which these seven
angels are a type are to preach the whole counsel of God. Paul stated in Acts 20:26
"Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.
27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God." The gospel
ministers are to declare the whole counsel of God and in so doing they will declare both
the eternal and timely judgments of God. Additionally, in preaching the judgments of
God they will be preaching about the wrath of God manifest in those judgments.
The above verse speaks of the seven last plagues. The use of the term, last,
indicates there must have been previous plagues. There were three previous plagues
mentioned in Rev. 9:20: "And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues
yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and
idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor
hear, nor walk: 21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of
their fornication, nor of their thefts." The plagues mentioned in Rev. 9:20 are the same as
the woes mentioned in Rev. 9:12, "One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes
more hereafter." These woes are also mentioned in Rev. 8:12, "One woe is past; and,
behold, there come two woes more hereafter."
Adding the seven last plagues with the three previous plagues gives us a total of
ten plagues. This is the same number of plagues that God poured out upon Egypt when
the children of Israel were being delivered from Egyptian captivity. Furthermore, the ten
plagues in Egypt were divided unto three plagues that were poured out upon both Israel
and Egypt and seven plagues that were poured out upon Egypt only. Ex. 8:22 "And I will
sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no swarms of flies
shall be there; to the end thou mayest know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth.
23 And I will put a division between my people and thy people: to morrow shall this sign
be."
Some have speculated that the children of Israel represented the elect and the
Egyptians represented the non-elect. However, there were some of the Egyptians that
feared God: Ex. 9:20 "He that feared the word of the LORD among the servants of
Pharaoh made his servants and his cattle flee into the houses: 21 And he that regarded not

the word of the LORD left his servants and his cattle in the field." Thus there were
children of God among the Egyptians.
God gave to the children of Israel several signs on several different occasions.
The signs usually set forth some great truth. An example of this principle is set forth
when God gave to Moses and the children of Israel three signs when he sent Moses to the
children of Israel to deliver them out of Egyptian bondage. The first sign was when
Moses cast the rod unto the ground and it became a serpent, then he put forth his hand
and caught it by the tail and it became a rod again. The rod is a figure of the authority
and commandment of God. The serpent is a figure of sin. When man cast God's law to
the ground it became sin. When Jesus took it up and it became the authority of God
again.
The second sign was when Moses put his hand into his bosom and it became
leprous as snow. When he put forth his hand into his bosom again and took it out it
because like flesh again. Again this shows forth the work of man in disobeying the law
of God and bringing sin upon himself, followed by the work of Jesus in delivering us
from our sins.
The third sign was when Moses took water out of the river and it became blood
upon the dry ground. This also pointed us to the work of Jesus in redeeming us from our
sins through his shed blood.
The sign of the seven angels with the seven last plagues is a sign identifying the
true gospel ministers, who declare the whole counsel of God and show the Lord's people
both the timely and eternal judgments of God. This sign is seen in heaven (the kingdom
of heaven=church or gospel kingdom). This sign is great and marvelous in that it shows
forth the power, wisdom, and mercy of God in calling men to preach the gospel, in giving
them spiritual gifts to preach, and enabling them to preach, and in giving them messages
to preach.
Rev. 15:2, 3
Rev. 15:2 "And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that
had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the
number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. 3 And they sing
the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and
marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of
saints."
Referencing back to Rev. 4:6 we note that the sea of glass represents the pure
word of God. The true disciples of the Lord stand upon the word of God and let "It is
written" be their guide both in their worship and service of God.
We also note that we have before shown that fire is the executed judgment of
God. Through the word of God and our knowledge of the executed judgment of God
wherein Jesus redeemed us from our sins we stand on the sea of glass having the harps of
God.
These who were standing on the sea of glass are said to have gotten the victory
over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name.
The beast is that multinational secular governmental power that bears the image of the

dragon (Satan) and stands in opposition to the true worshippers of God. The image is
that false image of a false Christ painted by the false prophet (hierarchal religious
organization). It is designed as a substitute for people to worship rather than the true
Christ of the scriptures. The mark is a symbol both of the teachings and work of the false
religious system designed to convince people to worship the image (false Christ). The
number of the beasts name is 666, which is a scriptural number associated with man
made and man forced religion designed to enforce a false worship of the false Christ.
The disciples are said to have gotten the victory over such.
First, the disciples are given an eternal victory over all enemies through the death,
burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ (mingled with fire). His atoning sacrifice
made them victorious and there is no charge that can be laid against them: "Who can lay
anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us."
Second, the disciples have obtained timely deliverances over their enemies in that
they "keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." (Rev.
12:17) it is through this testimony of Jesus Christ (the sea of glass) that they learn about
the true worship of God and are admonished to come out of the false worship and the
false worships systems.
We have before shown that the harps of God are the heartstrings of our heart in
which God has written his laws that we have through the new birth and by which we sing
praises to our God for his redemptive work. This song of redemption is the song of the
Lamb. It is through the shed blood of the Lamb of God (Jesus Christ) that we are
redeemed from our sins. We praise his Holy name for his atoning sacrifice.
The song of Moses is a song of timely deliverances. When the children of Israel
had crossed the Red Sea and then saw their enemies, Pharaoh and his army drowned in
the midst of the sea, they sang a song of deliverance: Ex. 15:1 "Then sang Moses and the
children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD,
for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 2
The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I
will prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt him. 3 The LORD is a
man of war: the LORD is his name. 4 Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the
sea: his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea. 5 The depths have covered
them: they sank into the bottom as a stone.
6 Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right hand, O
LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. 7 And in the greatness of thine excellency thou
hast overthrown them that rose up against thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, which
consumed them as stubble. 8 And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered
together, the floods stood upright as an heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart
of the sea.
9 The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my lust
shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them. 10 Thou
didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters.
11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 12 Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the
earth swallowed them.

13 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou
hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation. 14 The people shall hear, and
be afraid: sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of Palestina. 15 Then the dukes of
Edom shall be amazed; the mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them; all
the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away. 16 Fear and dread shall fall upon them; by the
greatness of thine arm they shall be as still as a stone; till thy people pass over, O LORD,
till the people pass over, which thou hast purchased.
17 Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance,
in the place, O LORD, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O
Lord, which thy hands have established. 18 The LORD shall reign for ever and ever.
19 For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his horsemen into the sea,
and the LORD brought again the waters of the sea upon them; but the children of Israel
went on dry land in the midst of the sea."
This song of Moses tells of timely victories already given, as well as, future
anticipated victories through the working of God in the lives of his people.
This is where the Lord's disciples stand to praise God today in that they praise
him for their eternal victory through the finished work of Jesus Christ. Also, they praise
him through the timely deliverances they have experienced in this life and they praise
him for the expectation of future deliverances through the working of his mighty power
in their lives. They say, " Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just
and true are thy ways, thou King of saints."
Rev. 15:4
Rev. 15:4 "Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only
art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made
manifest."
The question is asked, "Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name?"
Certainly, it can be said that those who haven't been born of the Spirit of God do not fear
God nor glorify his name. Rom. 3:18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."
However, this question is only about the elect of God. The non-elect will never fear the
name of God, nor glorify his name in either time or eternity. The elect will one day all
fear the name of the Lord and glorify his name. In the morning of the resurrection it is
safe to say that all nations of the elect will come and worship before God. They will do
this because God only is holy. There is a sense in which God is holy and no one else is
holy. Jesus Christ is holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners. He was
conceived without sin. He was born without sin. He lived without sin. He kept the law
perfectly as none other had kept it. He became the perfect Lamb of God, who taketh
away the sin of the world.
God's judgments are made manifest here in time to the disciples. They learn
about them in the word of God and come to understand that Jesus justified them thru his
shed blood and that they one day will be glorified in body, soul, and spirit because of the
judgments of God. God's judgments are made manifest in the new birth as those so born
of the Spirit having received the spirit of adoption cry Abba Father. God's judgments are
made manifest thru the preaching of the gospel as the gospel declares the wondrous

works of God and what he has done for his children. Above all else, God's judgments are
made manifest in the resurrection of the dead as the final consummation of those
judgments are brought to fruition. In that day, all the nations of the elect will be made
joyously aware of the great judgments of God and shall glorify his name. They shall say,
"Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb."
Rev. 15:5
Rev. 15:5 "And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the
testimony in heaven was opened."
The temple in the Old Testament was a place of worship of God. The temple in
the New Testament is also a place of worship of God. However, we don't have a natural
temple in the New Testament, but the temple in the New Testament is the church: Eph.
2:19 "Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the
saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye
also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." Thus God's
disciples are builded together and framed together as an holy temple in the Lord and as an
habitation of God through the Spirit.
The tabernacle in the Old Testament was a place wherein God met with the
children of Israel and dwelled with them throughout their wilderness journeys. The
tabernacle is said to be the tabernacle of witness Acts 7:44 "Our fathers had the
tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that
he should make it according to the fashion that he had seen." Within the most holy place
there were cherubims that overshadowed the ark of the covenant and the mercy seat.
These two cherubims had their faces inward. Both were witness of the ark of the
covenant and the mercy seat. One was on one side of the ark and the other was on the
other side. The ark is a figure of Christ. The two cherubims of witness are typical of the
Old and the New Testament who bear witness of the covenant and work of Jesus Christ in
redeeming his people from their sins.
That the temple of the tabernacle of testimony was opened indicates the work of
the Holy Spirit in bringing the disciples to understand what is the purpose and work of
the Lord Jesus Christ and to bring to knowledge the things concerning the kingdom of
God here in time.
Rev. 15:6
Rev. 15:6 "And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven
plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden
girdles."
If nothing else this verse of scripture teaches us that the angels spoken of are not
literal angels but they are among God's redeemed children as they are clothed in the

righteousness of Jesus Christ who has given them the victory over sin, death, hell, and the
grave.
Linen is described in Rev. 19:8 "And to her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints."
We have no righteousness of our own, but Jesus Christ is our righteousness: 1 Cor. 1:30
"But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption."
As we have noted previously, to have ones breast girded, indicates a return from
battle victorious. Jesus Christ has given us the victory: 1 Cor. 15:54 "So when this
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality,
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." Gold is the metal associated with kings and
kingdoms in the scriptures. The fact that they were girded with golden girdles indicates
that this was a king's victory. Our King, Jesus Christ, has made us victorious through his
shed blood.
Since they had come out of the temple having seven plagues, we are to understand
that the gospel ministers (seven angels) were come to declare the whole counsel of God
and to show forth the judgments of God as they preached his word.
Rev. 15:7
Rev. 15:7 "And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden
vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever."
As we have previously shown, the four beasts are signs of the four gospels of
Jesus Christ. These gospels are therefore the source of the seven golden vials full of the
wrath of God. In both the gospels of Matthew and Luke the word, "woe," occurs several
times showing God's wrathful judgment against the sins of the nation of Israel. Some
examples are as follows:
1. Matt. 11:21, "Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the
mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say unto you, It shall be more
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 23 And thou,
Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the
mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have
remained until this day. 24 But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee."
2. Matt. 18:7, "Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that
offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!"
3. Matt. 23:13, "But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut
up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye
them that are entering to go in.

14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows'
houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater
damnation.
15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land
to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell
than yourselves.
16 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the
temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!
17 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the
gold? 18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth
by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. 19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the
gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? 20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar,
sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. 21 And whoso shall swear by the temple,
sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. 22 And he that shall swear by heaven,
sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon.
23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and
anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy,
and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.
24 Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.
25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside
of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26 Thou
blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of
them may be clean also.
27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's
bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men,
but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs
of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, 30 And say, If we had been
in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the
prophets. 31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them
which killed the prophets.
32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 33 Ye serpents, ye generation of
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you
prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and
some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city:
35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood
of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between
the temple and the altar.
36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation. 37 O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 38 Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate."
While God's judgments are both timely and eternal, yet God is eternal and he will
fulfill all of his plagues as he has promised.

Rev. 15:8
Rev. 15:8 "And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from
his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the
seven angels were fulfilled."
There are several times when the glory of God filled a building in which no one
could enter until the glory was taken up:
1. Ex. 40:34 "Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of
the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the
congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the
tabernacle."
2. 1 Kings 8:10 "And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy
place, that the cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11 So that the priests could not stand
to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of the
LORD."
3. 2 Chr. 5:13 "It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to
make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD; and when they lifted up
their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and praised the
LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was
filled with a cloud, even the house of the LORD; 14 So that the priests could not stand to
minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of God."
4. 2 Chr. 7:1 "Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came
down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of
the LORD filled the house. 2 And the priests could not enter into the house of the LORD,
because the glory of the LORD had filled the LORD'S house."
5. Ezek. 43:4 "And the glory of the LORD came into the house by the way of the
gate whose prospect is toward the east. 5 So the spirit took me up, and brought me into
the inner court; and, behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house."
The scriptures say that God will not give his glory to another: Is. 48:11 "For mine
own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should my name be polluted? and
I will not give my glory unto another." When it comes to the work of the Lord, the Lord
will not allow anyone else to have his glory.
Only the Lord can do some things. When it comes to salvation from sin, only the
Lord could accomplish that. When it comes to the new birth, only the Lord can do that.
When it comes to the resurrection, this is the Lord's work only. Similarly, when it comes
to executing God's judgments, both timely and eternal, only the Lord can accomplish this.
Similarly, we cannot enter into the Kingdom of heaven until God has done his
work. God must first have caused us to be born of the Spirit of God and convicted us of
sin before we can enter into the kingdom of heaven. In addition, he must have revealed
to our understanding that Jesus died for our sins. Furthermore, Acts 14:22 "…and that
we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." These are things that
only God can do and he deserves all the glory for having done them.

Rev. 16:1
Rev. 16:1 "And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels,
Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth."
The word, "great," comes from the Greek, "megas," meaning "exceedingly" and
"greatest." The phrase "great voice" is found eight times in the scriptures as follows:
1. Deut. 5:22 "These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount
out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice: and
he added no more. And he wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto
me."
2. Jer. 51:55 "Because the LORD hath spoiled Babylon, and destroyed out of her
the great voice; when her waves do roar like great waters, a noise of their voice is
uttered:"
3. Rev. 1:10 "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great
voice, as of a trumpet."
4. Rev. 11:12 "And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them,
Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld
them."
5. Rev. 16:1 "And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven
angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth."
6. Rev. 16:17 "And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there
came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done."
7. Rev. 19:1 "And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in
heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our
God:"
8. Rev. 21:3 "And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God."
References 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 have reference to the voice of God. Reference 7
has reference to the redeemed of God. Reference 2 has reference to the political power of
the multinational kingdom of Babylon. Psalms 29 is all about the voice of God and
shows forth its power and majesty and authority.
The seven angels were moving at the direction of the great voice of God. Today
in preaching the gospel the ministry of God are to go at the direction of the Holy Spirit, to
preach that which the Spirit bids them preach, and to go where the Spirit bids them go.
The authority for our going and for our preaching comes from God and not from men.
While the messages are to be consistent with the scriptures, yet the messages are to be
that which God impresses upon our hearts. We are not preaching to please men, but to
please God.
Just as God told Moses to stretch forth the rod and the plagues which God had
told Moses to tell Pharaoh would come to pass, so it is with the seven angels. They do
not actually bring the wrath or plagues of God, but deliver the message of God's wrath.
God actually pours out his eternal and timely wrath upon man. The angels are the
message bearers.
The angels were to pour out the vials upon the "earth." The earth is sometimes
used as a type or figure of man in his natural state. We are all dust of the earth. We are

of the earth, earthy. Plagues are not poured upon the spiritual nature of a spiritually born
child of God, but plagues (God's wrath) are poured out upon the flesh nature.
Rev. 16:2
Rev. 16:2 "And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there
fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon
them which worshipped his image."
Noteworthy is the location of where the vials were poured out:
1. The first vial was poured out upon the earth.
2. The second vial was poured out upon the sea.
3. The third vial was poured out upon the rivers and fountains of waters.
4. The fourth vial was poured out upon the sun.
5. The fifth vial was poured out upon the seat of the beast.
6. The sixth vial was poured out upon the great River Euphrates.
7. The seventh vial was poured out upon the air.
The "earth" is sometimes associated with the flesh nature of man.
The word, "noisome," comes from the Greek, "kakos," meaning worthless,
depraved, sin, or wickedness. The word, "grievous," comes from the Greek, "poneros,"
meaning evil, lewd, malicious, wicked.
According to Rev. 13:8 "And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him,
whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world." We know that the non-elect worship the beast and his image. Also, many of
the elect are deceived into believing the image is the true Christ. Those who worship the
image and have the mark of the beast, (their minds and their labors are dedicated to the
beast and his image), have a plague. It is the noisome and grevious sore, otherwise
known as sin. Their system cannot do away with sin and cannot bring comfort, rest, or
peace to those who worship therein. This sore clings to them and they cannot be
comforted over the death of loved ones, or their own impending death. Furthermore,
their works are iniquitous works and can never please God. They are worshipping in the
same manner that Cain attempted to worship, bringing the works of his own hands, which
God had cursed, as an offering to God. When God did not respect the offering of Cain,
Cain became wrought, his countenance fell, and he slew his brother.
The gospel messenger declares the message of the depravity of man, the
exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the fruitlessness of the efforts of the flesh to please God
in works or worship. This message is not pleasing to the flesh. The flesh wants to think
of itself as being good and having ability to be good and to accomplish good. While in
fact the flesh is altogether evil and cannot cease from sin. They that are in the flesh
cannot please God and despise those who are in the Spirit and despise their works.
Rev. 16:3
Rev. 16:3 "And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became
as the blood of a dead man; and every living soul died in the sea."

The gospel messenger declares the doctrine of federal headship and that Adam not
only represented himself, but that he represented all of mankind (the sea of humanity)
when he was in the garden of Eden. When Adam ate of the tree of knowledge of good
and evil, he not only brought the curse of the law of sin and death upon himself, but he
brought it upon all men. According to Rom. 5:12 "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned: 13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no
law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not
sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to
come. 15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one
many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man,
Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.
16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by
one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 17 For if by
one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 18
Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even
so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.
19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of
one shall many be made righteous."
Thus, death flowed out from Adam upon all mankind and all mankind became
guilty before God and became sinners. Therefore in Adam all died. All of the sea of
humanity died in Adam. They died in trespasses and sins. They died to the fellowship of
God. They also died under the wrathful judgment of God.
Rev. 16:4-7
Rev. 16:4 "And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains
of waters; and they became blood. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art
righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. 6 For
they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink;
for they are worthy. 7 And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God
Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments."
In previous verses we considered the depravity of man, the exceeding sinfulness
of sin, the idolatrous works of sinful man, and the federal headship of Adam in bringing
the curse of sin and death upon all mankind. Now we are brought to see the wages of sin
and God's judgment of sin. To be given blood to drink signifies that those judged are
drinking of death.
Normally rivers and fountains of water would be associated with life. The Nile
River (River of Egypt) became blood when Moses stretched forth his rod according to the
command of God. That which sustained the life of the Egyptians had become death to
them. Even so, to the unregenerate and to the ignorant, the commandments and laws of
God became death to them.

Furthermore, this judgment of death is said to be the righteous judgment of God
and according to the works of those so judged. God is the judge of all the earth and He is
righteous. His judgments are just.
In addition, the nation of Israel had been guilty of the blood of the prophets and
the saints as set forth in the following scriptures:
1. 2 Kings 9:7 "And thou shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I may
avenge the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the
LORD, at the hand of Jezebel."
2. Matt. 23:29 "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye
build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, 30 And say,
If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in
the blood of the prophets. 31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the
children of them which killed the prophets. 32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.
33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?
34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and
some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your
synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: 35 That upon you may come all the
righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of
Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. 36 Verily I
say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.
37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which
are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 38 Behold, your house is left
unto you desolate."
3. Luke 11:47 "Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and
your fathers killed them. 48 Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds of your fathers:
for they indeed killed them, and ye build their sepulchres. 49 Therefore also said the
wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall slay
and persecute: 50 That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation
of the world, may be required of this generation; 51 From the blood of Abel unto the
blood of Zacharias, which perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto
you, It shall be required of this generation."
4. Rev. 18:24 "And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of
all that were slain upon the earth."
Therefore, the nation of Israel was guilty of the blood of the saints and the
prophets and were worthy of God's timely judgments upon them.
Rev. 16:8, 9
Rev. 16:8 "And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was
given unto him to scorch men with fire. 9 And men were scorched with great heat, and
blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented
not to give him glory."
As we have previously shown, the sun is often used in the scriptures to signify
two things: the law of God and Jesus as the righteous one. The law shows forth the

exceeding sinfulness of sin: Rom. 7:13 "Was then that which is good made death unto
me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is
good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful." The natural sun is
said to reach about 15million degrees Fahrenheit. Similarly, the law of God scorches
men with fire: Rom. 3:19 "Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to
them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may
become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin." Song 1:6 "Look not upon
me, because I am black, because the sun hath looked upon me."
Fire is a symbol of the executed judgment of God. The animal sacrifices were
burned with fire as a sign of the executed wrathful judgment of God because of sin.
There is a belief in the world today that if God will just pour out some judgments
upon the world, then that will bring men to repent. Much of what is said in pulpits in
America today is designed to bring terror to the hearts of men in order to get them to
repent. We should remember Pharaoh. When the judgments came upon Pharaoh and the
land of Egypt, Pharaoh's heart just got harder. He never repented nor did he give glory to
God. The natural man will not repent or give glory to God regardless of the manifest
wrathful judgments of God.
Instead of giving God the glory, we hear people say such things after some
calamitous event, "I do not know why God would allow such things to happen."
Alternatively, after some personal hardship or affliction, we sometimes hear people say,
"I don't know why God has allowed this to happen to me." Such statements as these are
blasphemous. Cain blasphemously said: Gen. 4:13 "And Cain said unto the LORD, My
punishment is greater than I can bear. 14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from
the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a
vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay
me." Oh how unfair Cain thought God was that after he had slain Abel that God would
put Cain in a position of hardship and danger! Unregenerate men blasphemously blame
God for their state of being and refuse to repent of their evil deeds.
Rev. 16:10, 11
Rev. 16:10 "And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and
his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 11 And
blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of
their deeds."
As you will recall, the dragon gave the beast his seat, power, and great authority.
The word, seat, refers to the place of government, the system of government, and the
people who govern. Since the dragon gave the beast his seat, then it makes sense that the
beast in its place of government, its system of government, and the people who govern
are going to be corrupt like the dragon. Thus, the angel poured out the vial of God's
wrath upon the seat of the beast. There is only one kingdom that is full of righteousness
and that is the kingdom of heaven, which is full of righteousness, joy and peace in the
Holy Ghost.

The beastly kingdom was full of darkness. The beastly kingdoms of this world
are full of spiritual darkness. The Old Testament speaks of Egypt as being the land of
darkness. Paul tells us that as soldiers of Jesus Christ that we wrestle against "the rulers
of the darkness of this world." This beastly world governing system is called "the power
of darkness" (Lk. 22:53; Col. 1:13). When one loses his place in the kingdom of heaven,
he is cast into the "outer darkness" of this world (Matt 8:12; 22:13; 25:30). Before we
come to the knowledge of the truth we are said to "sit in darkness" (Lk. 1:79). Once we
come to knowledge of truth then we come from "darkness unto light" (Acts 26:18). The
scriptures tell us to have no fellowship with the "unfruitful works of darkness" (Eph.
5:11). Furthermore, the scriptures teach, 2 Cor. 6:14 "Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light with darkness?"
Light and darkness are opposites. The kingdom of heaven is a kingdom of light,
whereas the beastly kingdoms are kingdoms of darkness. Darkness is the absence of
light. There is no spiritual knowledge or understanding in the kingdoms of darkness.
"They gnawed their tongues for pain." We read the following about the tongue in
James chapter 3: 5 "Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things.
Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of
iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth
on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 7 For every kind of beasts, and of
birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of
mankind: 8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison."
Rom. 3:13 tells us of the condition of man's tongue in his depraved natural state, "with
their tongues they have used deceit." How great trouble this little member of the body
brings upon man. No wonder the rich man who was in torment wanted Lazarus to "dip
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame." The
tongue brings great pain into the lives of all men, especially of those who have not been
born of the Spirit, and are thus unable to bridle the tongue. Because of the tongue,
families are torn apart, marriages are destroyed, friendships are lost, hatred abounds,
cruel acts are instigated, etc.
"And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and
repented not of their deeds." Rather than put the blame for their pains and sores on their
own sinful nature and the sins of their flesh, men blame God for the pains and sores in
their lives. They accuse God of allowing such things to happen in their lives. They
blame God for their failed marriages. They blame God for their broken relationships.
They blame God for the turmoil in their families. They blame God for the torment of
their failure to forgive. They blame God for all that their wicked tongues cause. This is a
plague upon man and especially upon the unregenerate and ignorant. One thing that they
will not do in their condition is repent.
Rev. 16:12
Rev. 16:12 "And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river
Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might
be prepared."

Everywhere the Euphrates river appears in the scriptures it is used as a boundary.
The Euphrates river appears twenty one times in the scriptures. The first time it appears
is in Gen. chapter 2 and is one of the four rivers flowing out of Eden.
In Gen. Chapter 15 God made a covenant with Abram and gave to him by
promise the following land: Gen. 15:18 "In the same day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto
the great river, the river Euphrates:"
In Deu. Chapter 1 Moses admonished the children of Israel to go in and possess
the land that God had promised them: Deu. 1:7 "Turn you, and take your journey, and go
to the mount of the Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, in the plain, in the
hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the sea side, to the land of the Canaanites,
and unto Lebanon, unto the great river, the river Euphrates."
After the death of Moses, God confirmed to Joshua the boundary of the children
of Israel: Josh 1:1 "Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to
pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, 2 Moses
my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people,
unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel. 3 Every place that
the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. 4
From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all
the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be
your coast."
In 2nd Samuel David went to recover the boundary of the children of Israel that
Syria had previously taken: 2 Sam. 8:3 "David smote also Hadadezer, the son of Rehob,
king of Zobah, as he went to recover his border at the river Euphrates."
In summary, Euphrates is described as one of the boundaries of the children of
Israel and its use in the scriptures is associated with the fact that it is a boundary.
The drying up of the waters of the Euphrates indicates that the land was open to
an invasion by foreign forces. Since Euphrates was a great river it was not easily crossed
and served as a barrier to invading forces. With the drying up of the waters that barrier
was removed. Similarly, Adam was given a boundary in the Garden of Eden. God had
told him that of every tree of the garden he was free to eat, "but of the tree of knowledge
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat thereof, for in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die." When Adam ate of the tree, he violated the boundary that God had given him
and the invading force of sin entered into his body and subsequently into all men
resulting in death to him and all men.
"That the way of the kings of the east might be prepared." East is a direction and
is associated in the scriptures with sin. Because of sin God "placed at the east of the
garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the
way of the tree of life."
After Cain slew Abel, he went out from the presence of the Lord: Gen. 4:16 "And
Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east
of Eden."
In rebellion against God, the children of men went out to build the tower of Babel:
Gen. 11:2 "And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain
in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there."

When Abram built an altar to worship God, he was located as follows: Gen. 12:8
"And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent,
having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the
LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD." Bethel means house of God. Hai
means heap. Thus, Abram had the house of God to the west of him and the junk heap of
sin to the east of him!
In summary, the direction of east is associated with sin in the scriptures.
Kings have a dominion in which they reign. Rom. 6:12 "Let not sin therefore
reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof." As an example,
Cain had sin reigning over him: Gen. 4:7 "If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?
and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou
shalt rule over him."
The term "kings of the east" therefore, has reference to the reign of sin in the lives
of men.
The children of Israel with Gideon as their leader did battle with the children of
the east: Jud. 6:33 "Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the
east were gathered together, and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. 34 But
the spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was
gathered after him." Gideon and the children of Israel destroyed the great host that was
gathered. Jesus Christ is the destroyer of our enemies.
The "way" of the kings of the east is just the opposite of Christ as the "way." The
"way" of destruction is the way of sin: Matt. 7:13 "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide
is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go
in thereat."
Rev. 16:13, 14
Rev. 16:13 "And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of
the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.
14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of
the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty."
The evil trinity consists of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. They are
enemies of those who are the remnant of the woman's seed that keep the commandments
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. Out of the mouth of these three come
three unclean spirits like frogs. Frogs was one of the plagues upon the land of Egypt: Ex.
8:2 "And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all thy borders with frogs: 3
And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into thine
house, and into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of thy servants,
and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and into thy kneadingtroughs: 4 And the frogs
shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants. 5 And the
LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over the
streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of
Egypt. 6 And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came
up, and covered the land of Egypt."

The frogs were pervasive. They came into the houses, into the bedchambers, into
the beds, into the houses of the servants, into the ovens and the kneading troughs. The
frogs not only came into the above, but they also came UPON Pharaoh, the people and
the servants. All of the Egyptians were plagued with the frogs. The frogs were also
unclean, thus polluting everything that they came into and upon.
Three unclean spirits came out of the mouths of the unholy trinity. The spirit of
the dragon is identified in Eph. 2:2: "Wherein in time past ye walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience." This spirit is the evil spirit of Satan within the
flesh nature of man that works in us to fulfill the desires of the flesh and the mind. The
second evil spirit comes out of the mouth of the beast. This is the spirit of politics. The
spirit of politics seeks to consume and destroy its enemy. One only has to observe the
political parties of this country to see the evil of the spirit of politics. The third evil spirit
is the spirit of the false prophet. This spirit is a proselyte spirit seeking to convert all that
it can to the false messages of the false prophet. In this manner, it seeks to destroy the
truth by replacing the truth with a counterfeit gospel and word. The false prophet seeks
to set forth a false Christ for the people to worship.
These unclean spirits were "working miracles." The prophets of Egypt emulated
the first three plagues that God sent upon Egypt. I submit that what they did were truly
counterfeits and not true miracles. The Lord tells us of some that made claims of
miraculous things: Matt. 7:21 "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and
in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And
then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."
They claimed to prophesy in Christ name. They claimed to cast out devils in Christ
name. They claimed to do many wonderful works in Christ name. Truly, those would be
miracles if their claims were true.
Today, many claim to be able to cause men to be born spiritually. They claim that
they can save men from their sins through their works system. They claim that they can
make one be an heir of heaven through their works system. These would all be
miraculous things if true. However, alas, they are all false claims. Furthermore, they
have convinced great multitudes that they are true. In the eyes of the multitude, these are
miracle workers. The Lord, however, says that they are workers of iniquities.
"Which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world." The use of
both the term, "earth," and the term, "whole world," seems to be including both the rulers
of Israel (earth) and the rulers of the Gentiles (whole world): Acts 4:26 "The kings of the
earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his
Christ. 27 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered
together."
"To gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty." The "great day
of God Almighty" indicates the great day of God's judgment. As we will see in a later
section this is the great day of God's judgment that Jesus accomplished on the cross.

Rev. 16:15
Rev. 16:15 "Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame."
The Lord did not say that he was a thief. He certainly is not a thief. However, he
said that he came as a thief. That is, he came as a thief would come. A thief comes
suddenly and without expectation and a thief takes something away. There are some
verses of scripture where the Lord compares his coming as a thief:
1. Matt. 24:43 "But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in
what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered
his house to be broken up. 44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think
not the Son of man cometh."
2. 1 Thes. 5:2 "For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh
as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not
escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a
thief."
3. 2 Peter 3:10 "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up."
4. Rev. 3:3 "Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou
shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee."
Each time above that the Lord comes as a thief he is coming in judgment. The
context of References 1 and 2 suggest that he came as a thief in judgment against the
nation of the Jews at 70 A.D. The context of Reference 3 suggests that he comes as a
thief in the judgment of the non-elect at the end of time. The context of Reference 4
suggests that he comes as a thief in judgment of the local church. In all of the above, he
comes suddenly, without expectation, and takes something away.
"Blessed is he that watcheth." The word, "watcheth," speaks of wakeful
vigilance. There are several times and several situations in which the Lord's people are
commanded to watch:
1. Matt. 24:42 "Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth
come. 43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the
thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be
broken up."
2. Matt. 26:41 "Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."
3. Acts 20:31 "Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I
ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears."
4. 1 Cor. 16:13 "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong."
5. Col. 4:2 "Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving."
6. 1 Thes. 5:6 "Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be
sober."
7. 2 Tim. 4:5 "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry."

8. Heb. 13:17 "Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for
they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy,
and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you."
"And keepeth his garments." There are garments that God has clothed us with
and garments that we are to wear:
1. Is. 61:10 "I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my
God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride
adorneth herself with her jewels."
2. 2 Cor. 5:2 "For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our
house which is from heaven: 3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. 4
For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be
unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life."
3. 1 Peter 5:5 "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all
of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the
proud, and giveth grace to the humble."
4. Rev. 3:5 "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and
I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my
Father, and before his angels."
5. Rev. 11:3 "And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth."
6. Rev. 19:14 "And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean."
7. Eph. 4:24 "And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness."
8. Eph. 6:11 "Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil."
9. Col. 3:12 "Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 13 Forbearing one
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ
forgave you, so also do ye. 14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the
bond of perfectness."
In summary, God has clothed us with salvation, righteousness, and glory. We are
to clothe ourselves with humility, right living, the whole armour of God, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering, forbearance,
forgiveness, and charity.
What God has clothed us with no man can take away. Those things that he has
told us to cloth ourselves with, we can lose. To fail to put on those clothes that God has
told us to will result in our walking naked. Nakedness is associated in the scriptures with
sin and brings forth shame to the Lord's people. If we fail to cloth ourselves as we are
taught in God's word then we bring forth shame to the name of Christ by which we are
called.
Rev. 16:16

Rev. 16:16 "And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew
tongue Armageddon."
The word, "Armageddon," has reference to the place known as Megiddo. The
valley of Megiddo was near the Euphrates River and was part of the possession that God
had given to the children of Israel. During the days of Josiah, King of Judah, Pharaoh,
the king of Egypt and the King of Assyria were having battle at Megiddo and King Josiah
went up to defend the border of Israel and was killed by an arrow from the Egyptian
army.
Zechariah prophesied of the mourning for a coming deliverer: Zech. 12:10 "And I
will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of
grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and
they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for
him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 11 In that day shall there be a great
mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 12
And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and
their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; 13 The
family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and
their wives apart; 14 All the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives
apart.
13:1 In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness."
The mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon was the mourning of
the children of Israel for the death of King Josiah. The scriptures speak of King Josiah,
"And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned to the LORD with all his
heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses;
neither after him arose there any like him." (2 Kings 23:25) King Josiah was a great
keeper of the law and he died in Megiddo defending the boundary of the children of
Israel against the enemies of Israel (the Kings of Egypt and Assyria and their host). Thus
Zechariah prophesied of a coming saviour who would deliver his people from their
enemies through his death. It was Jesus whose body was pierced with a spear and out of
his side flowed blood and water. That was the fountain opened for sin and for
uncleanness.
The great gathering in Revelation Chapter 16 was composed of the enemies of the
Lord's people (the dragon, the beast, the false prophet, and the kings of the east). Just as
King Josiah fought at Armageddon (valley of Megiddo) to defend the boundary of the
children of Israel against her enemies, so King Jesus fought to delivery his people from
their enemies (Satan, sin, death, hell, and the grave). King Jesus destroyed the combined
forces against his people through his death and out of his side, there was a fountain
opened for sin and for uncleanness.
Rev. 16:17-21
Rev. 16:17 "And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came
a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 18 And
there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as

was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 19 And
the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great
Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the
fierceness of his wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not
found. 21 And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the
weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the
plague thereof was exceeding great."
We review where the vials of the wrath of God were poured out and the
consequent effect:
1. The first vial was poured out upon the earth and the unregenerate and ignorant
that worship the beast and his image manifest the depraved nature of man.
2. The second vial was poured out upon the sea and the sea of humanity all died
under the condemnatory wrathful judgment of God and died in trespasses and sins.
3. The third vial was poured out upon the rivers and fountains of waters and there
was a fountain flowing out from Adam and all died as a result of Adam's transgression.
4. The fourth vial was poured out upon the sun and the law brought
condemnation upon all men.
5. The fifth vial was poured out upon the seat of the beast and revealed the total
complete spiritual darkness of the kingdoms of men.
6. The sixth vial was poured out upon the great River Euphrates and revealed that
sin was a violation or trespass against God's boundary for his people. We also saw that
our great King Jesus come to defend and destroy the enemy that had violated that
boundary and through his death to deliver his people to a righteous state before God.
The seventh vial is poured out upon the air. The air is used to represent spiritual
things in the scripture. For instance, Satan is portrayed as "the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience." Also, "the wind bloweth
where it listeth and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh or
where it goeth, so is every one that is born of the Spirit."
When the sixth vial was poured out we see Jesus redeeming his people from their
sins and in the process destroying all their enemies that would oppose their redemption
(sin, death, hell, grave, Satan). This is a completed work and the question is asked in
Rom. 8:33 "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." Since all enemies
have been destroyed and the lawful wrathful judgment of God has been satisfied, there is
no longer any enemy that can hinder the eternal salvation of any of the elect. Thus the
great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done.
However, there is still warfare for God's people. This warfare was illustrated
when the seventh vial was poured out.
"And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great
earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and
so great." Just as there was when God established the law covenant with the children of
Israel and there were voices, thunders, lightnings, and a great earthquake, we see the
same sign signifying the bringing in of a new covenant of worship.
An earthquake changes the scenery. It rearranges geological features. It changes
the weather and the environment. Therefore, with the coming of the new covenant of

worship there was quite a rearrangement of what constituted acceptable worship. The
Lord stated this to the Samaritan woman in John 4:19 "The woman saith unto him, Sir, I
perceive that thou art a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say,
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 21 Jesus saith unto her,
Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at
Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we
worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to
worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth."
"And the great city was divided into three parts." The great city is referring to
great Babylon or as she is called in the 17th chapter, "Mystery Babylon the great, the
mother of harlots and abomination of the earth." We will prove the identity of Babylon
when we study chapter 17. Jerusalem under Judaism answers the description of Mystery
Babylon. There were three false spiritual entities in Jerusalem at that time. These three
were the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Herodians. The Pharisees were characterized
with the spirit of self-righteousness or legalism. The Sadducees were characterized with
the spirit of compromise and they would compromise with just about anything but the
truth and legalism. The Herodians had the spirit of politics. Needless to say, these three
spiritual entities are still rampant in the world today.
"And the cities of the nations fell." Acts 17:24 "God that made the world and all
things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made
with hands; 25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing,
seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26 And hath made of one blood all
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 27 That they should seek the Lord,
if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of
us: 28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own
poets have said, For we are also his offspring.
29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the
Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. 30 And the
times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to
repent: 31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead."
There was a time when God "winked at" the idolatrous worship of men in the
Gentile nations. This is, however, no longer an acceptable form of worship. God has
called on his people in every nation to repent of this idolatrous worship and to worship
him in Spirit and in truth. Thus, the cities of the nations have fallen as far as their
idolatrous worship being winked at anymore.
"And great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of
the wine of the fierceness of his wrath." This subject will be dealt with in Chapter 17, so
we will postpone our look at this until we get to Chapter 17.
"And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found." Islands are
isolated landmasses and have isolated civilizations. Mountains were often associated
with false or idolatrous worship. It is estimated that there are over 1,000 religious

denominations in the United States alone. Each of them could be considered an isolated
island of worship with their own creeds, beliefs, and practices. There is, however, only
one acceptable form of worship and that is in Spirit and in truth. According to the word
of God, God will accept only worship that is in Spirit and in truth. All other attempts at
worship are considered vain worship. As we have already noted, God does not accept the
mountains of idolatrous worship that he had previously winked at. Thus, the mountains
are not found and the islands are fled away as far as acceptable worship is concerned.
"And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight
of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague
thereof was exceeding great." The plague of hail in the Old Testament destroyed the
work of the Egyptians. Just as Cain had sought to bring the works of his own hands as an
offering unto God to receive praise of God and was rejected, so the religious beliefs and
exercises of men, designed to court or gain favor or praise from God are also rejected.
For this, men blaspheme God. If you doubt this, simply try this experiment: quote the
verse of scripture that says, "Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated" and see the
reaction of those who rely on their works systems of salvation. If they say that they
cannot believe that God would love one and hate the other, then they are blaspheming
God.

Preface to Chapter 17
Recall from Chapter 12 "And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to
make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ." According to chapters 13-16 Satan had developed a
powerful multifaceted political and religious systems in which to attack those who keep
the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ (the Lord's church).
He caused to rise up out of the sea of humanity a seven headed, ten horn beast that was
made in the image of the dragon. This was a multinational beast designed to bring
political power and pressure against the Lord and His church. He also caused to rise up
out of the earth another beast with two horns like a lamb, but spoke as a dragon. This
beast is the false prophet. This also was a multinational religious beast designed to gather
the false religious systems against the true religion of Jesus Christ.
The second beast made an image to the first beast, which of course Satan made in
the image of the dragon. Furthermore, the second beast caused all outside the true church
of Jesus Christ to worship the image of the beast (or dragon). This image of the beast is
the antichrist spoken of in 1 John chapter 2. The antichrist is one in the place of Christ
who is also opposed to Christ. As the scriptures teach, there are many antichrists in the
world.
Among the arsenal of this trifecta of enemies against the Lord and his true
disciples are included:
1. Destruction and devastation (Rev. 13:2).
2. Great political power (Rev. 13:2-4).
3. Blasphemy against God, against his name, against his tabernacle, and them
that dwell in heaven (the Lord's church). (Rev. 13:6)
4. False worship (Rev. 13:8, 12).
5. False wonders (Rev. 13:13).
6. Deception (Rev. 13:14).
7. Mortal fear (Rev. 13:15).
8. Bondage (Rev. 13:16, 17).
9. False spirits (Rev. 16:13).
10. False doctrine or teaching (Rev. 12:15, 16).
Finally there is introduced to us in Rev. 14:8 and 16:19 the bride of Satan or the
false church known as Babylon the Great. Chapter 17 will help us identify Babylon the
Great.
Rev. 17:1, 2
Rev. 17:1 "And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and
talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the judgment of the
great whore that sitteth upon many waters: 2 With whom the kings of the earth have
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the
wine of her fornication."
The seven angels are the same as the seven angels, which had the seven vials of
the seven last plagues. There is no reason to think that these are any different from the

seven angels of the seven churches of Asia in Rev. Chapters 2 and 3. Since the word
angel means messenger, the angels are delivering the message of God to God's people. A
part of the message of God is God's judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many
waters. The "many waters" are identified for us in verse 15 "And he saith unto me, The
waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and
nations, and tongues." This is consistent with the fact that the great whore rides the back
of the seven head ten horn beast (v.3 "So he carried me away in the spirit into the
wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of
blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns").
The great whore was judged for her fornications. She committed fornication with
the kings of the earth, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of
her fornication. Her fornications were spiritual fornications not natural fornications.
Examples of spiritual fornications follow:
1. 2 Chr. 21:11 "Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah, and
caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to commit fornication, and compelled Judah thereto."
2. Ezek. 16:15 "But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot
because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his
it was. 16 And of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers
colours, and playedst the harlot thereupon: the like things shall not come, neither shall it
be so."
3. Ezek. 16:26 "Thou hast also committed fornication with the Egyptians thy
neighbours, great of flesh; and hast increased thy whoredoms, to provoke me to anger. 27
Behold, therefore I have stretched out my hand over thee, and have diminished thine
ordinary food, and delivered thee unto the will of them that hate thee, the daughters of the
Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way. 28 Thou hast played the whore also with
the Assyrians, because thou wast unsatiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot with them,
and yet couldest not be satisfied. 29 Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the
land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied herewith."
As can be seen by the above examples, spiritual fornication is idolatry or the worshipping
of false Gods.
There are two groups of people mentioned in the above passage, "the kings of the
earth" and "the inhabitants of the earth." The term, "kings of the earth" is used several
times in the scriptures and while sometimes it has reference to natural "kings of the
nations of the earth," yet other times it appears to have reference to God's people:
1. Ps. 102:13 "Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour
her, yea, the set time, is come. 14 For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour
the dust thereof. 15 So the heathen shall fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of
the earth thy glory. 16 When the LORD shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory."
2. Ps. 138:4 "All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O LORD, when they
hear the words of thy mouth. 5 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the LORD: for great is
the glory of the LORD."
3. Ps. 148:11 "Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the
earth: 12 Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children: 13 Let them praise the
name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and
heaven."

4. Lam. 4:12 "The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitants of the world, would
not have believed that the adversary and the enemy should have entered into the gates of
Jerusalem."
5. Rev. 1:5 "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto
God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
6. Rev. 21:24 "And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of
it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it."
The term, "kings of the earth," appears nine times in the book of Revelations and
very obviously the first and last time it appears it is referring to those who the Lord has
made kings and priests unto God. That is, it has reference to God's born again people. If
we are to be consistent in our interpretation then the other seven times it must have
reference to God's born again people. With this understanding, we conclude that God's
people sometimes commit spiritual fornication with Mystery Babylon and her harlot
daughters. It appears most of them commit spiritual fornication or idolatry through
ignorance.
The term, "inhabitants of the earth," appears to have reference to humanity in
general as those who inhabit mortal bodies:
1. Ps. 33:13 "The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men.
14 From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth. 15 He
fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their works."
2. Is. 24:6 "Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell
therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left."
3. Is. 26:21 "For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall
no more cover her slain."
4. Jere. 25:29 "For, lo, I begin to bring evil on the city which is called by my
name, and should ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will call for
a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the LORD of hosts. 30 Therefore
prophesy thou against them all these words, and say unto them, The LORD shall roar
from on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his
habitation; he shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants
of the earth. 31 A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the LORD hath a
controversy with the nations, he will plead with all flesh; he will give them that are
wicked to the sword, saith the LORD."
5. Dan. 4:35 "And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth:
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?"
All humanity are possessors of earthly bodies, but only God's born again people
have been made kings and priests unto God.
We notice a difference in the effect of Mystery Babylon's fornications. The kings
of the earth have committed fornication, but the inhabitants of the earth are made drunk
(intoxicated) with the wine of her fornication. The one have committed fornication with
a condemning conscience, whereas the other has been completed taken in and ravished
with Mystery Babylon.

Rev. 17:3, 4
Rev. 17:3 "So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a
woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads
and ten horns. 4 "And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of
abominations and filthiness of her fornication."
With these verses of scripture, we begin the process of identifying whom Mystery
Babylon the Great is. However, before we definitively identify her, we note that she was
riding the back of a "scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven
heads and ten horns." This is the same beast that is identified in Chapter 13:1 "And I
stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads
and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of
blasphemy." The dragon had caused this beast to rise up out of the sea of humanity. The
dragon had given this beast his seat and authority. The dragon had made this beast in his
own image. Thus, the origin of the woman also came from the dragon. The dragon is the
architect of both the beast and the woman. In addition, the dragon was controlling the
movements of both the beast and the woman. The dragon had arranged that the beast
would export the woman's fornications on the back of the beast and would ride the beast
unto the uttermost parts of the world. In addition, we would expect that since the beast
was full of names of blasphemy, that woman who rode upon his back would also be full
of names of blasphemy.
With verse 4, we begin to identify the woman known as Mystery Babylon the
Great. At this point, I will set forth the proposal that Mystery Babylon the Great was
Jerusalem under Judaism. Judaism is not a scriptural term, but identifies the religion of
the Jews when Christ walked on the earth. The worship of the Jews was a polluted form
of the Old Testament Law worship that God had given her on Mt. Sinai. The key here is
"polluted." The Jews had changed the purpose of the Law worship. The law was not
designed to make anyone righteous, but to show forth the need of a redeemer:
1. Heb. 7:19 "For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better
hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God."
2. Rom. 3:20 "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified
in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin."
3. Gal. 3:24 "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ,
that we might be justified by faith."
4. Gal. 3:10 "For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it
is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the
book of the law to do them. 11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God,
it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith."
The Lord told some unbelieving Jews: John 5:39 "Search the scriptures; for in
them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me." These Jews
assumed that the scriptures were a rulebook by which they could attain eternal life.
Rather than being a rulebook for attaining eternal life, the scriptures are a testimony of
Jesus and what he did for his people. With this erroneous view of the purpose of the

scriptures, the Jews went about trying to establish their righteousness through the keeping
of the law of God:
1. Rom. 9:31 "But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not
attained to the law of righteousness. 32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith,
but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 33 As it
is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever
believeth on him shall not be ashamed."
2. Rom. 10:1 "Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that
they might be saved. 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going
about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth."
Furthermore, they weren't satisfied with just attempting to keep the law of Moses,
they added to the law their own traditions:
1. Matt. 15:1 "Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of
Jerusalem, saying, 2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they
wash not their hands when they eat bread. 3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do
ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 4 For God commanded,
saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die
the death. 5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by
whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; 6 And honour not his father or his mother,
he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your
tradition."
2. Col. 2:8 "Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ."\
3. 1 Peter 1:18 "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers."
Furthermore, the Jews added their own teachings to the Old Testament teachings:
1. Matt. 15:8 "This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth
me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me,
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men."
2. Matt. 16:12 "Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the
leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees."
3. Col. 2:20 "Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the
world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 21 (Touch not;
taste not; handle not; 22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments
and doctrines of men? 23 Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in will worship,
and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh."
They worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator. They believed
and taught that the creature through an act on his part could attain to eternal life. This
worship of the creature is an act of spiritual fornication. The belief that the creature can
attain unto eternal life by his efforts is the doctrine of Satan. The serpent set forth this
doctrine in the Garden of Eden: Gen. 3:4 "And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall
not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be

opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." This doctrine that the creature
can do something to obtain eternal life has been exported all over the world on the back
of the seven head, ten horn beast.
We proceed to show that the woman called Mystery Babylon the Great answers to
Jerusalem and Judaism. The word purple appears in the scriptures 48 times and about 40
of those times it is associated with the law worship given to the children of Israel. The
word scarlet appears in the scriptures 52 times and at least 45 times the word is associated
with the law worship given to the children of Israel. The word gold appears in the
scriptures 417 times and in at least 350 of those times the word is associated with the law
worship and the children of Israel. The phrase "precious stones" appears in the scriptures
19 times and in at least 15 times it is associated with the nation of Israel. The word pearls
appears 8 times in the scriptures and is associated with Israel in all but one time, except
when it is associated with Mystery Babylon. All of these associations suggest that
Mystery Babylon and Jerusalem are the same. In the rest of Chapter 17 and Chapter 18
there are many other signs that point to Mystery Babylon being Jerusalem under Judaism.
The woman had "a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of
her fornication." The word abomination is associated with idolatry. An idol is a
representation of a false God. The many antichrists that are in the world today are all
idols. The descriptions of their Christs are all descriptions of false Christs and not the
biblical description of Christ. These false Christs are abominations and their worship is
spiritual fornication. Mystery Babylon's cup was full of abominations and filthiness of
her fornication. The Lord warned that there would arise false Christs: Matt. 24:24 "For
there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect."
Rev. 17:5
Rev. 17:5 "And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH."
Jeremiah wrote in Jere. 3:1 "They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go
from him, and become another man's, shall he return unto her again? shall not that land
be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to
me, saith the LORD. 2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where thou hast
not been lien with. In the ways hast thou sat for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness;
and thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness. 3
Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou
hadst a whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed." Israel of old had a whore's
forehead and the woman known as Mystery Babylon had a whore's forehead in that she
refused to be ashamed of her harlotry and idolatry. The very title on her forehead
described her as a harlot and idol worshipper.
The first part of the title is "Mystery." Mystery is defined as a secret. 2 Thes. 2:
2:1 "Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our
gathering together unto him, 2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.

3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 5 Remember ye not, that,
when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth
that he might be revealed in his time.
7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let,
until he be taken out of the way. 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of
his coming: 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and
signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that
perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And
for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness."
This indicates that the woman was cloaked in secrecy. She was also full of
deception, deluded, deceived, and took pleasure in unrighteousness.
The word, Babylon, means confusion and indicates that the woman is full of
spiritual confusion. The doctrine of salvation from sin by works of the sinner is a
doctrine of confusion. There are multitudes of variations of this theme and all based on
the works of man. The problem is that it requires a spiritually dead person to act to get
spiritual life. This is utter confusion. This confusion has gone forth throughout the world
upon the back of the beast.
The Great is referring to the great city. The term great city is used in the
scriptures 17 times. Most of the time it is used to describe Jerusalem or Mystery
Babylon, which I propose, is pointing to Jerusalem. The following verses correlate
Jerusalem to a great city:
1. Rev. 11:8 "And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified."
2. Jere. 22:8 "And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say every
man to his neighbour, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this great city? 9 Then
they shall answer, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD their God, and
worshipped other gods, and served them."
3. Rev. 21:10 "And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,
11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like
a jasper stone, clear as crystal."
Obviously reference 3 above is referring to the church, whereas the first two
references are to natural Jerusalem.
"THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."
Elsewhere Mystery Babylon is described as a harlot. This indicates that she, as a mother,
gives rise to harlots. Since her fornication is spiritual fornication and resulted in the
arising of idols (false Christs), her doctrinal teachings (salvation by works) has gone forth
on the back of the beast to all nations on the earth and sprung up in multitudes of
organizations including false churches and other religious societies.

Rev. 17:6
Rev. 17:6 "And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration."
The murderous nature of this woman is manifest here. In addition, Rev. 18:24
"And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain
upon the earth." The Lord told us that Jerusalem would slay the apostles and prophets:
Luke 11:49 "Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and
apostles, and some of them they shall slay and persecute: 50 That the blood of all the
prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this
generation; 51 From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished
between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this
generation." Furthermore, he told us in Matt. 23:33 "Ye serpents, ye generation of
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you
prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and
some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city:
35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood
of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between
the temple and the altar. 36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this
generation. 37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!"
This murderous harlot was guilty of the blood of the apostles, and of the prophets,
and of the martyrs of Jesus. She set forth the same nature that was first manifest in Cain,
who slew Able his brother, because his own works were evil but his brother's righteous.
The wicked and their wicked religious systems will always persecute the righteous and
the true worshippers of the Lord. Only Jerusalem could fit the description of Mystery
Babylon who killed the apostles and prophets and to whom the Lord declared judgment
against in Luke 11 and Matt. 23. There can be no doubt that Mystery Babylon and
Jerusalem were the same "great" city. Furthermore, though some think that Rome is
Mystery Babylon, yet Rome could not have been guilty of the apostles and prophets,
because they were already slain before the Roman religious system came into existence.
The only city that can fit the description is Jerusalem with the wicked religious system of
Judaism.
The Apostle John wandered with great admiration when he saw the woman. This
shows how deceptive the false religious systems can be. They present a beautiful natural
façade and the intricate workings of man really appeals to the natural eye. There is a
principle taught in the scriptures that that which is outwardly beautiful is often inwardly
wicked and that which is inwardly beautiful is often outwardly plain. Let us not be
deceived with the outward appearance of false religion that appeals to the flesh. The true
religion of Jesus Christ appeals to the inward man, not to the outward man.
Rev. 17:7-11

Rev. 17:7 "And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell
thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven
heads and ten horns. 8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of
the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder,
whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when
they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 9 And here is the mind which hath
wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 10 And there
are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he
cometh, he must continue a short space. 11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is
the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition."
In this passage of scripture we are given a description of the seven head and ten
horn beast which provided the means by which the woman, mystery Babylon, carried her
fornications throughout the world. This beast exists in the past, the present, and the
future: "the beast that was, and is not, and yet is."
The beast ascends out of the bottomless pit where in Revelations Chapter 20 the
dragon was bound for a thousand years so as not to be able to gather the nations together
during that time. The angel over the bottomless pit is Satan and the bottomless pit is
God's eternal judgment against sin. Previously we saw the beast under the power and
authority of the dragon rise up out of the sea of humanity. Now we see it ascending out
of the bottomless pit and carrying the harlot woman.
As we have previously shown, this beast is a multinational political power that
reigns over the kingdoms of this world. It is said to have seven heads, five of which are
fallen, one is, and one that is not yet come. The scriptures describe the first six
multinational political kingdoms. These are Syria, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia,
Greece, and Rome. At the time of the writing of the book of Revelation the first five
were fallen. Rome existed at that time as the one that is. The seventh head is said to be
not yet come, but when he comes he must continue a short space. Since Rome, there has
been no multinational kingdom reigning over the majority of the nations of the earth.
There have been several attempts to form such a beast, but none has succeeded to date.
Revelation Chapter 20 informs us that after the thousand years end that Satan will be
loosed out of the bottomless pit for a little season to gather the nations together to
encompass the camp of the saints. We will have more to say about this when we get to
Chapter 20.
The wording, "the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eight and is of the
seventh," is interesting. For something to be is not and yet is indicates that it exists in a
different form. The seven heads: Syria, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome,
and the future head are all tangible and visible. For something to be "of the seven" and
yet to be "the eight" and to "be not" and "yet be" indicates that it is largely invisible as a
beast and covert instead of overt. In addition, the fact that it is of the seven indicates that
it has been around all along throughout the reign of the overt seven head, ten-horn beast.
This indicates a secret organization that has beastly (multinational) dominion.
Nimrod was a kingdom builder and sought to build a one-world kingdom when he
built Babel and the tower. God, of course, thwarted his attempts with the confusion of
tongues. Such a covert organization would have as it main goal to build a one-world
government. There are several references in the scriptures to kingdom builders:

1. Ps. 22:22 "The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of
the corner."
2. Ezek. 27:4 "Thy borders are in the midst of the seas, thy builders have
perfected thy beauty."
3. Matt. 21:42 "Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The
stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom
of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof."
4. Mk. 12:10 "And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders
rejected is become the head of the corner: 11 This was the Lord's doing, and it is
marvellous in our eyes?"
5. Acts 4:11 "This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is
become the head of the corner."
6. 1 Peter 2:7 "Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them
which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head
of the corner, 8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which
stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed."
There are several secret organizations in the world today, working in secret to
direct the course of human events toward a one-world government. One only has to look
on the back of the one-dollar bill to see the term "novus ordo seclorum" which means
new world order along with the unfinished pyramid topped off by the all-seeing eye.
This indicates that the builders are planning a new world order in which the all-seeing
eye will be worshipped (Satan).
"And they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in
the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was,
and is not, and yet is." This simply states that all the non-elect will wonder at the beast
and the woman carried by the beast. I was recently asked if the woman and the beast
could deceive the elect. My answer was "what did John do in verse 6?: Rev. 17:6 "And I
saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration." If even the apostle can be
deceived at the natural beauty and organization of the woman and the beast, then she
could deceive any of God's unsuspecting people. We do know, however, that all the nonelect wonder at her and the beast.
Rev. 17:12, 13
Rev. 17:12 "And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have
received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 13 These
have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast."
In Daniel Chapter 7, Daniel has a vision of four beasts that had seven heads and
ten horns. From the description in this chapter, it would appear that the ten horns came
up in the days of the Roman Empire. Prophesies of these ten heads are in the following
verses in Daniel Chapter 7:
1. Dan. 7:7 "After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast,
dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and

brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the
beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and, behold,
there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first
horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man,
and a mouth speaking great things. 9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like
the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire."
2. Dan. 7:20 "And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which
came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that
spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows. 21 I beheld, and the
same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; 22 Until the Ancient of
days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came
that the saints possessed the kingdom."
3. Dan. 7:24 "And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise:
and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall
subdue three kings. 25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall
wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall
be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time."
Now we make the following observations from Daniel Chapter 7 regarding the
prophesy of the ten horns. These horns arose in the Roman Empire about the time of the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. These horns represented ten kings and the horn that
arose after the ten kings, arose at the time of the Lord's ministry on earth. Thus, these ten
horns could not be the same ten horns that are prophesied of in the book of Revelations.
The ten horns in the time of the writing of the book of Revelations had "received no
kingdom as yet." They were to arise at a future date. Their time of reign is to be very
short (one hour) and they would reign with the beast. Since they would reign with the
beast at a future time, and the sixth head of the beast is Rome, then they would of
necessity reign in the time of the seventh head. This seventh head is described in the
twentieth chapter of Revelation and we will discuss the seventh head at that time.
By implication, the Lord judged Judaism with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70
A.D., yet Judaism lives on through her harlot daughters. Judaism will continue until the
end of time on earth.
Rev. 17:14
Rev. 17:14 "These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called,
and chosen, and faithful."
These that make war with the Lamb are the Dragon, the Seven Head, Ten-Horn
multinational political beast, the False Prophet, also called the Beast with two horns that
appeared as a lamb but spoke as a dragon, the image to the beast or Anti-Christ, and the
woman, Mystery Babylon the Great. This is the great host that the Dragon has gathered
to make war with the Lamb and those who keep the commandments of the Lord and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ. This is a spiritual warfare. It is designed to destroy the
true worship of Jesus Christ and have all the world worship the dragon.

The warfare is not the warfare the Lord fought and prevailed against sin, death,
hell, the devil, and the grave. The Lord has already fought and won that war. Is. 40:1,
"Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 2 Speak ye comfortably to
Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is
pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins." A big part of
the gospel message is to tell the Lord's people that the war is over and their iniquities are
pardoned through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. In Revelation Chapter 12, Michael, the
archangel (Jesus Christ), had fought against the dragon and prevailed. The dragon was
cast out of that first heaven (Israel under the law covenant) and the Dragon "went to
make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ." Thus, the battle lines of this war are between those who
worship God in Spirit and in truth and those who worship the Dragon. The Dragon can
only prevail if he can eliminate the true worship of Jesus Christ.
There are three major areas of attack against the true worship of Jesus Christ.
First, they attack the true worship of God through attacking the Lord as being the Lamb
of God. They deny that he is the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.
They deny that he is the end of the law for righteousness. Most say that he is just a step
that man must take in order to get eternal life. Thus, they deny the Lamb is the efficient
cause of eternal justification for all the elect. The scriptures plainly teach in the Old
Testament types and shadows and in the New Testament that the sacrificial atonement by
Jesus Christ is the one and only cause of our eternal justification before God.
Second, they deny he is Lord of lords. The word Lord indicates a master-servant
relationship. To own the Lord as Lord is to confess him as Master and that you are his
servant. The scriptures teach "What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God's." A servant is supposed to do his master's bidding. When men take it upon
themselves to do contrary to the commandments of their master, they deny that person is
their master. The Lord has not set up preacher schools, Sunday schools, missionary
societies, hierarchal ecclesial bodies, nor called for women preachers. Nor has the Lord
set forth a salaried ministry or tithing as a New Testament practice. There is a wicked
saying, "I am the captain of my ship, I am the master of my fate." Anyone who holds to
that saying has denied the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
The Lord is Lord of lords. The Lords people are themselves lords. They are to
rule over their mortal bodies:
1. 1 Cor. 9:27 "But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that
by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway."
2. Rom. 8:13 "For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live."
3. Rom. 12:1 "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God."
Third, they deny the Lord is King. The Jews said, "We will not have this man to
reign over us." Multitudes, today, who claim they have a personal relationship with Jesus

Christ, do not recognize him as being the ruler of their lives. They deny his Kingship and
deny his spiritual kingdom. Those who promote a future reign of Christ on earth have
denied his spiritual kingdom on earth that exists today. They will not live by the teaching
of his word, and they will not worship him in Spirit and in truth, nor conform their
assemblies to the biblical pattern of worship.
These attacks on the teachings and practices of those who own him as the Lamb
of God, the Lord of lords, and the King of kings are an effort to destroy the true worship
of God.
However, those that are with the Lamb are called, and chosen, and faithful. Some
have said that this calling and choosing is the calling and choosing of the covenant of
redemption that is set forth in Rom. 8:29, 30. No doubt, everyone who is with the Lamb
was chosen before the foundation of the world to be a child of God and is called here in
time by the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit. However, the calling and choosing of this
passage is not the calling and choosing in the covenant of redemption. Notice the order
in the covenant of redemption. The choosing took place first, before the foundation of
the world. The calling comes later, here in this time world. In the above passage of
scripture the calling is listed before the choosing, indicating that the calling precedes the
choosing.
Those who are with the Lamb are called by the gospel to repent, be baptized and
press into the kingdom of God and serve the Lord. When they respond to the gospel call,
they are chosen of God to be his servants in his Church. According to Acts Chapter 2,
the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. When it comes to eternal
salvation, now are added, because they were all chosen before the foundation of the
world. But being added to the church is a salvation to the service and true worship of
God that those who respond to the gospel call are partakers of. Furthermore, those who
are with the Lamb are faithful. When someone hears the true gospel, responds to it with
repentance and water baptism, and continues faithful in the service of God, he lives
victoriously over the enemies that attack the Lord and his church.
Rev. 17:15-18
Rev. 17:15 "And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the
whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 16 And the ten horns
which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate
and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 17 For God hath put in their
hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the
words of God shall be fulfilled. 18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city,
which reigneth over the kings of the earth."
As we have previously shown that the "whore," called "Mystery Babylon," and
also known as "that great city," was Jerusalem with her perverted religious works system
of Judaism. God had elsewhere pronounced judgment upon Jerusalem and the adherents
of that perverted religious system:
1. Matt. 22:2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a
marriage for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the
wedding: and they would not come. 4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell

them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are
killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. 5 But they made light of it, and
went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: 6 And the remnant took his
servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 7 But when the king heard
thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and
burned up their city."
2. Matt. 23:31 "Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the
children of them which killed the prophets. 32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.
33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 34
Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of
them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues,
and persecute them from city to city: 35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood
shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of
Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. 36 Verily I say unto you, All
these things shall come upon this generation. 37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye
would not! 38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate."
3. Matt. Chapter 24.
4. Also see Mark Chapter 13; Mark 12:1-9; Luke Chapter 21; Luke 20:9-19; and
Luke 11:47-51.
While the "whore" sat on the back of the beast she spread her fornication
(religious works system) throughout the world and she was the mother of harlots and
abominations of the earth and they have filled the world with these false works systems.
While these works systems are still in the world today and mislead many of God's people,
yet the mother of these systems was judged of God as He said he would do.
As we have already shown there are two sets of ten kings set forth in the word of
God. There is that set of ten kings set forth in the book of Daniel and which were
fulfilled in the days of the Roman Empire. It was during this time at about 70 A.D. that
Jerusalem was destroyed by the Roman Army with great multitudes of the Jews dying of
starvation and of the war and lesser multitudes being captured and dispersed abroad.
Those disciples who had fled to the mountains as the Lord had warned were delivered
from the destruction of Jerusalem. The whore's desolation and destruction is dealt with
more fully in Chapter 18.

Rev. 18:1
Rev. 18:1 "And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven,
having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory."
The identity of this angel that came down from heaven is manifest by the things
said of the angel. The angel had great power. The angel also lightened the earth with his
glory. In Rev. 22:8 "And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard
and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which showed me these
things. 9 Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy
brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God."
The angel that revealed the things to John forbade John from worshipping him. Glory
belongs to God and to God alone. Thus, the angel in Rev. 18:1 is Jesus Christ. He came
down from heaven:
1. John 3:13 "And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down
from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven."
2. John 6:38 "For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the
will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.
40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and
believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day."
3. John 6:51 "I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man
eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I
will give for the life of the world."
He had great power:
1. Matt. 28:18 "And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth."
2. Mark 13:26 "And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with
great power and glory."
3. Luke 9:43 "And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God. But while
they wondered every one at all things which Jesus did, he said unto his disciples."
"And the earth was lightened with his glory." The Greek word photizo means to
illuminate. We understand the nature of this illumination through the following verses:
1. Eph. 1:18 "The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in
the saints."
2. Heb. 6:4 "For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 5 And have tasted
the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 6 If they shall fall away, to
renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God
afresh, and put him to an open shame."
3. 2 Tim. 1:10 "But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus
Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel:"
From the above we conclude that the ones being enlightened (the earth) are the
spiritually born children of God and that they are enlightened (brought to knowledge) by
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Also, this gospel of Jesus Christ gives Christ the glory.

Rev. 18:2
Rev. 18:2 "And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is
fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit,
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird."
Much of the above is captured in the rebuking of the Jews by Jesus in the
following passage of scripture: Matt. 23:13 "But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. 14 Woe unto you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long
prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. 15 Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is
made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. 16 Woe unto you, ye
blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but
whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! 17 Ye fools and blind:
for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold? 18 And,
Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that
is upon it, he is guilty. 19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar
that sanctifieth the gift? 20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and
by all things thereon. 21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by
him that dwelleth therein. 22 And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne
of God, and by him that sitteth thereon. 23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done,
and not to leave the other undone. 24 Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow
a camel. 25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the
outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.
26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the
outside of them may be clean also. 27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are
within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also outwardly
appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 29 Woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and
garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, 30 And say, If we had been in the days of our
fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. 31
Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed
the prophets. 32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 33 Ye serpents, ye
generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 34 Wherefore, behold, I
send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and
crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from
city to city: 35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from
the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew
between the temple and the altar. 36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come
upon this generation. 37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children

together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 38
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.
As we have previously shown and will continue to show, "Babylon the Great" is
Jerusalem with her perverted legalistic system of worship.
"Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen." In order to fall an object must have been at
a higher position than to which it fell. At one time the nation of Israel had been given the
covenant of the law that God had made with her and commanded her to keep. So long as
she kept the law great blessings were promised her. However if she should cease from or
pollute the law then curses were pronounced upon her (See Deut. Chapters 27 and 28).
Ezekiel Chapter 16 illustrates first from where God had placed Israel: Ez. 16:6 "And
when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when
thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live. 7 I
have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast increased and waxen
great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair
is grown, whereas thou wast naked and bare.
8 Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the
time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware
unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest
mine. 9 Then washed I thee with water; yea, I thoroughly washed away thy blood from
thee, and I anointed thee with oil. 10 I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod
thee with badgers' skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with
silk. 11 I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a
chain on thy neck. 12 And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a
beautiful crown upon thine head. 13 Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy
raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and
honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom.
14 And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect
through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD."
Next, Ezekiel Chapter 16 illustrates to whence Israel fell: Ez. 16:15 "But thou
didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and
pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it was. 16 And of thy
garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers colours, and playedst
the harlot thereupon: the like things shall not come, neither shall it be so. 17 Thou hast
also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I had given thee, and
madest to thyself images of men, and didst commit whoredom with them, 18 And tookest
thy broidered garments, and coveredst them: and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense
before them. 19 My meat also which I gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey,
wherewith I fed thee, thou hast even set it before them for a sweet savour: and thus it
was, saith the Lord GOD.
20 Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou hast borne
unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is this of thy
whoredoms a small matter, 21 That thou hast slain my children, and delivered them to
cause them to pass through the fire for them? 22 And in all thine abominations and thy
whoredoms thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, when thou wast naked and
bare, and wast polluted in thy blood.

23 And it came to pass after all thy wickedness, (woe, woe unto thee! saith the
Lord GOD;) 24 That thou hast also built unto thee an eminent place, and hast made thee
an high place in every street. 25 Thou hast built thy high place at every head of the way,
and hast made thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast opened thy feet to every one that
passed by, and multiplied thy whoredoms. 26 Thou hast also committed fornication with
the Egyptians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast increased thy whoredoms, to
provoke me to anger. 27 Behold, therefore I have stretched out my hand over thee, and
have diminished thine ordinary food, and delivered thee unto the will of them that hate
thee, the daughters of the Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way.
28 Thou hast played the whore also with the Assyrians, because thou wast
unsatiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot with them, and yet couldest not be satisfied.
29 Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the land of Canaan unto Chaldea;
and yet thou wast not satisfied herewith. 30 How weak is thine heart, saith the Lord
GOD, seeing thou doest all these things, the work of an imperious whorish woman; 31 In
that thou buildest thine eminent place in the head of every way, and makest thine high
place in every street; and hast not been as an harlot, in that thou scornest hire; 32 But as a
wife that committeth adultery, which taketh strangers instead of her husband!
33 They give gifts to all whores: but thou givest thy gifts to all thy lovers, and
hirest them, that they may come unto thee on every side for thy whoredom. 34 And the
contrary is in thee from other women in thy whoredoms, whereas none followeth thee to
commit whoredoms: and in that thou givest a reward, and no reward is given unto thee,
therefore thou art contrary. 35 Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD: 36 Thus
saith the Lord GOD; Because thy filthiness was poured out, and thy nakedness
discovered through thy whoredoms with thy lovers, and with all the idols of thy
abominations, and by the blood of thy children, which thou didst give unto them."
"And is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a
cage of every unclean and hateful bird." What had started out as a nation worshipping
God under the law covenant and receiving the blessings of such worship had fallen to the
level that she now housed devils and had become a cage for unclean spirits and unclean
and hateful birds. The word devils means demons and most often refers to Satan.
Jerusalem had gone from being the house of the Lord to being the house of Satan.
The word foul comes from a Greek word meaning unclean. Thus, Jerusalem had
become a cage for unclean spirits. Certainly, the unclean spirits of politics, greed,
jealousy, hatred, corruption, and bitterness were present in the religious exercises of the
Jews during the time of Jesus ministry on earth. Jerusalem under the perverted religious
system known as Judaism had become a hold for these and other unclean spirits.
The reference to unclean and hateful birds appears to point to the religious leaders
of the Jews during that day. Note the following:
1. Matt. 26:3 "Then assembled together the chief priests, and the scribes, and the
elders of the people, unto the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 4 And
consulted that they might take Jesus by subtlety, and kill him."
2. Matt. 26:65 "Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken
blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his
blasphemy. 66 What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death. 67 Then
did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms of their
hands, 68 Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee?"

3. Luke 13:14 "And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation,
because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six
days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the
sabbath day. 15 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each
one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to
watering? 16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath
bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?"
4. Acts 4:5 "And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and
scribes, 6 And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as
many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. 7
And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name,
have ye done this? 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of
the people, and elders of Israel, 9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the
impotent man, by what means he is made whole; 10 Be it known unto you all, and to all
the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified,
whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.
11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the
head of the corner. 12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved."
Rev. 18:3
Rev. 18:3 "For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication,
and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the
earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies."
The Greek word translated as wrath is defined as follows: 2372. thumos, thoomos'; from G2380; passion (as if breathing hard):--fierceness, indignation, wrath. Comp.
G5590. Thus, the wrath of her fornication indicates the passion or fierceness of her
fornication. The indication above is that all nations drank up the passion or fierceness of
the wrath of her fornication. This is consistent with what we read in Rev. 12:15 "And the
serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to
be carried away of the flood. 16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened
her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth." The
"nations of the earth that drank up the wrath of her fornications" are the same as the
"earth that opened her mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his
mouth." This flood of false doctrine and practice, which Judah under Judaism sent forth,
is swallowed up by the nations of false religion upheld by the religious world. The
acceptance of this works system of eternal salvation by the worldly religious
organizations has resulted in the kings of the earth committing spiritual fornication with
Judaism. Rather than worshipping God in Spirit and in truth, they are worshipping under
a false works system, which is the serpents system, set forth in the Garden of Eden.
As we have before shown, the kings of the earth can have reference to God's born
again people (those that God has made kings and priests unto God) or to the rulers of the
religious organizations. No doubt, many of God's children are deceived by the things
they have been taught. They are drinking of the wine of the passion of Judaism. In

addition, they are committing spiritual fornication with her. If this were not so, then why
is there a call in verse 4 for God's people to come out of her? You cannot come out of
something of which you are not a part.
"The merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her
delicacies." The merchants merchandise is listed for us in Rev. 18:11: "And the
merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their
merchandise any more: 12 The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and
of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all
manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and
iron, and marble, 13 And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and
wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots,
and slaves, and souls of men." The merchants had made quite a business in supplying the
things that pertained to the polluted law service known as Judaism. Even today the
merchandise of artifacts and trinkets and items associated with religion is an extremely
lucrative business throughout the world. However, not much money can be made off the
true worship of God as set forth in the New Testament.
Rev. 18:4
Rev. 18:4 "And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues."
There is a call to the Lord's people to come out of Mystery Babylon the Great, the
Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth. As we noted before, how can they
come out of her unless they were in her? Since Judah at Jerusalem under Judaism is
Babylon, then the call to come out of her is a call to come out of Judaism. This call is to
God's people. We read of Paul's prayer on behalf of Israel under Judaism in Rom. 10:1
"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 2
For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3
For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ
is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth." Israel had stumbled
at the stumbling stone according to Rom. 9:31 "But Israel, which followed after the law
of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 32 Wherefore? Because
they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at
that stumblingstone; 33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock
of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed."
Judaism is a works system of salvation and was exported on the back of the seven
head, ten-horned beast unto the entire world. Today this works system is found
throughout the world and multitudes of God's people are bound in this works system of
salvation. The gospel calls on God's people to repent and to come out of Judaism (this
works system of salvation). Christ is the end (completion) of the law for righteousness.
Through his death on the cross, he redeemed his people from their sins. Their works are
not necessary to get them saved from their sins as He has already saved them.
There is a warning to God's people to come out of this works system (that ye be
not partaker of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues). The failure of God's

people to come out makes them partakers of her sins. Many of God's people are
partaking of her sins as they support this works system through their efforts to save
people from their sins. They support this works system by being a part of an institution
that promotes tithing (not a new testament practice), a salaried ministry, a man-made
education system to train their ministry, Sunday schools, Youth camps, Nicolaitan
hierarchal structure, women preachers, flattering titles to preachers, raising money for
foreign missions, and numerous auxiliaries that are not authorized in the new testament.
They take part in the activities mentioned above, support them with their finances, and
worship according to the doctrines of men. In all of these things they are partakers of her
sins.
There are four plagues pronounced against Babylon in verse 8: "Therefore shall
her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly
burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her." Thus there are four things
that will happen to God's people who do not come out of this works system (Judaism):
death, mourning, famine, and utter burning with fire.
Death is a separation. Death of the body occurs when it is separated from the soul
and spirit. The prodigal son was said to be dead to his father and elder brother when he
was wasting his substance with riotous living. That is, he was separated from the
fellowship of them while he was living that evil lifestyle. James 5:20 speaks of a death:
"Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a
soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins." A person who continues in the error
of his way will be separated from the fellowship of God and from the fellowship of those
who walk after the truth.
Mourning usually indicates a loss such as a loss of a loved one or friend.
Sometimes it indicates a state of perceived impending loss or doom. Sometimes when
people come near to the end of their life on earth and realize they haven't accomplished
what they hoped they would, they sorrow over their failures. When a person comes to
realize that all of his efforts haven't made him right with God then mourning is sure to
follow. There is a bitter sorrow that many experience when a loved one dies, or when
they attend the funeral of a loved one or friend and they have no assurance of their loved
one or friends salvation from sin or of their own salvation from sin. Our works will never
assure us of salvation from sin. Only when we rest in the finished work of Jesus Christ
can we experience hope of heaven's glory world.
Famine is usually associated with a hunger of food due to a lack of food. There is
another hunger that is spoken of in the scriptures: Amos 8:11 "Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD." God's people who continue in a
work's system of salvation will experience a hunger or famine of hearing God's word,
even if they read and study and hear preaching on God's word. The Lord told some
unbelieving Jews to "Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me." When a person thinks he has eternal life through
obeying a set of rules or laws or ceremonies taught in the scriptures, then he will not see
Jesus in the scriptures. Though he reads, looks, and hears, yet he still suffers a famine
because he has the wrong motive and view of what the scriptures teach.
The child of God who continues in the false works system of salvation will
ultimately experience utter burning with fire. His works will be burned up and come to

nothing. He will not accomplish what he had hoped would happen. He will never be able
to get right with God nor will he be able to get others right with God. He will never be
able to bring about the spiritual birth, nor will he be instrumental in getting others born
again. He will never through his works save himself from sin, nor will he be able to save
others from sin. All the money and time and labor he gave towards this purpose will be
lost, his efforts at worship will prove to be but vain worship.
Rev. 18:5
Rev. 18:5 "For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities."
The phrase "reached unto heaven" is used to indicate that the offense is so bad
that God will bring it to justice according to his wrath. The principle is illustrated in the
following verses:
1. 2 Chr. 28:9 "But a prophet of the LORD was there, whose name was Oded:
and he went out before the host that came to Samaria, and said unto them, Behold,
because the LORD God of your fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath delivered them
into your hand, and ye have slain them in a rage that reacheth up unto heaven. 10 And
now ye purpose to keep under the children of Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and
bondwomen unto you: but are there not with you, even with you, sins against the LORD
your God? 11 Now hear me therefore, and deliver the captives again, which ye have
taken captive of your brethren: for the fierce wrath of the LORD is upon you."
2. Jer. 51:9 "We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: forsake her,
and let us go every one into his own country: for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and
is lifted up even to the skies."
Sometimes the sins of a people or of a nation are so great that there ceases to be
any remedy, but timely judgment poured out from the Lord:
1. 2 Chr. 36:15 "And the LORD God of their fathers sent to them by his
messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he had compassion on his people,
and on his dwelling place: 16 But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his
words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people,
till there was no remedy. 17 Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees,
who slew their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no
compassion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave
them all into his hand."
2. Gen. 18:20 "And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is
great, and because their sin is very grievous; 21 I will go down now, and see whether
they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I
will know."
3. Gen. 6:5 "And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And it
repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 7
And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth;
both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me
that I have made them."

4. Gen. 15:16 "But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the
iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full."
That Israel's sins had come to the point of no remedy is set forth by the Lord as
follows:
1. Matt. 11:20 "Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty
works were done, because they repented not: 21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee,
Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and
Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say unto you,
It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 23 And
thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the
mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have
remained until this day. 24 But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee."
2. Matt. 23:34 "Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and
scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in
your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: 35 That upon you may come all
the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood
of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. 36 Verily
I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation. 37 O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how
often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not! 38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate."
Rev. 18:6
Rev. 18:6 "Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double
according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double."
This is not saying that the Lord's church or the Lord's people are to take the
judgment of Mystery Babylon into their own hands. Plainly, the scriptures teach that
vengeance belongs to the Lord:
1. Deu. 32:35 "To me belongeth vengeance, and recompense; their foot shall
slide in due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come
upon them make haste."
2. Deu. 32:43 "Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he will avenge the
blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will be merciful
unto his land, and to his people."
3. Ps. 94:1 "O LORD God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God, to whom
vengeance belongeth, show thyself. 2 Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: render a
reward to the proud."
4. Rom. 12:19 "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord."
Previously in the scripture we find that God had promised to avenge the wicked
works of Israel:
1. Lk. 21:22 "For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written
may be fulfilled."

2. Matt. 22:2 "The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a
marriage for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the
wedding: and they would not come. 4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell
them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are
killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. 5 But they made light of it, and
went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: 6 And the remnant took his
servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 7 But when the king heard
thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and
burned up their city."
The word double is frequently used in connection with the judgment of iniquity:
1. Ex. 22:7 "If a man shall deliver unto his neighbour money or stuff to keep, and
it be stolen out of the man's house; if the thief be found, let him pay double. 8 If the thief
be not found, then the master of the house shall be brought unto the judges, to see
whether he have put his hand unto his neighbour's goods. 9 For all manner of trespass,
whether it be for ox, for ass, for sheep, for raiment, or for any manner of lost thing, which
another challengeth to be his, the cause of both parties shall come before the judges; and
whom the judges shall condemn, he shall pay double unto his neighbour."
2. Jer. 16:18 "And first I will recompense their iniquity and their sin double;
because they have defiled my land, they have filled mine inheritance with the carcases of
their detestable and abominable things."
3. Jer. 17:18 "Let them be confounded that persecute me, but let not me be
confounded: let them be dismayed, but let not me be dismayed: bring upon them the day
of evil, and destroy them with double destruction."
Furthermore, when Jesus paid the sin debt for us it was said to be double: Is. 40:1
"Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 2 Speak ye comfortably to
Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is
pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins."
The Lord pointed out to us that the iniquity of the nation of Israel under the
perverted religion known as Judaism was to receive a double portion of timely judgment
for her iniquity.
Rev. 18:7
Rev. 18:7 "How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much
torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow,
and shall see no sorrow."
This was a fulfillment of a prophesy made in the book of Isaiah: Is. 47:7 "And
thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: so that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart,
neither didst remember the latter end of it. 8 Therefore hear now this, thou that art given
to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside
me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children."
Israel under Judaism had glorified herself:
1. Lk. 18:11 "The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee,
that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.
12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess."

2. Matt. 23:2 "Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: 3 All
therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their
works: for they say, and do not. 4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne,
and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of
their fingers. 5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their
phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, 6 And love the uppermost rooms
at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 And greetings in the markets, and to be
called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even
Christ; and all ye are brethren. 9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is
your Father, which is in heaven. 10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master,
even Christ."
3. Matt. 23:23 "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe
of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law,
judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other
undone. 24 Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 25 Woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the
platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse
first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also.
27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's
bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men,
but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the
righteous, 30 And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. 31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto
yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets."
4. Mk. 7:5 "Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy
disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands? 6
He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is
written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 7
Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 8
For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing
of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. 9 And he said unto them, Full
well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition."
Israel had lived "deliciously." That is she had lived in natural riches under
Judaism. James spoke of this in the following passage: 5:1 Go to now, ye rich men, weep
and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. 2 Your riches are corrupted, and
your garments are motheaten. 3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them
shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last days. 4 Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped
down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which
have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. 5 Ye have lived in pleasure
on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. 6
Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you. 7 Be patient therefore,
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious

fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. 8
Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh."
"She saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow."
As the bride of the God of heaven under the covenant of the law, Israel considered herself
a queen and that it wouldn't matter what she did that judgment would not come upon her.
She didn't believe that the kingdom would be taken from her, though the Lord told her
that it would.
Rev. 18:8
Rev. 18:8 "Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and
famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth
her."
The judgment of Mystery Babylon, which we have previously identified as Israel
under Judaism, was to come in "one day." Furthermore, it is said to come in "one hour"
in verse 10. That which comes in "one day" or in "one hour" is a quick judgment and not
of long duration:
1. Is. 47:9 "But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the
loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the
multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance of thine enchantments."
2. Is. 66:8 "Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the
earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as
Zion travailed, she brought forth her children."
3. Zec. 3:9 "For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone
shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts,
and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day."
4. Zec. 14:7 "But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day,
nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 8 And it shall be
in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former
sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be."
5. Rev. 17:12 "And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have
received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast."
Her plagues are said to be four: death, mourning, famine, and utterly burned with
fire.
Death is defined as a separation: "For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without works is dead also." There are at least five deaths taught in the word of
God: corporeal death; second death; dead in trespasses and sin; dead to sin; and death to
fellowship. The death that took place on Jerusalem under Judaism certainly involved the
corporeal death of many that resided there. However, the whole system of Judaism
places the participants under the death of fellowship to the true worship of God.
Mourning is usually associated with death, or impending death, or loss of
fellowship, or impending punishment or judgment. Certainly with the siege of Jerusalem
came death, impending death, and loss of fellowship with God under the law covenant,
and impending punishment and judgment from God.

Famine implies a hunger with the absence of food. The siege of Jerusalem by the
Roman army brought forth a famine within the walls of Jerusalem and subsequent death
by starvation of many who resided within Jerusalem. Furthermore, Judaism places the
participants under a famine of hearing the truth.
To be utterly burned with fire indicates a total destruction. When the Roman
army destroyed Jerusalem, the perverted law service as practices by the inhabitants of
Jerusalem was utterly burned with fire. Due to the destruction of Jerusalem, the animal
sacrifices ceased. The high priesthood ended. The genealogical records were destroyed.
This made it impossible for anyone to prove what tribe he or she was from and thus it
makes it impossible for anyone to make a lawful claim to be a priest or to be a descendant
of David. The only genealogy left is that set forth in Matthew chapter 1 and Luke chapter
3. Thus the claim of the Jews that Christ is yet to come, could never be proved by the
genealogical records. While the basic principle of Judaism continues on through her
harlot daughters, yet as she existed before the siege of Jerusalem is forever destroyed.
Rev. 18:9, 10
Rev. 18:9 "And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived
deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke
of her burning, 10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas that
great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come."
Please reference the notes on Rev. 17:1, 2. The following is an excerpt from
those notes: The term, "kings of the earth," appears nine times in the book of
Revelations and very obviously the first and last time it appears it is referring to
those who the Lord has made kings and priests unto God. That is, it has reference
to God's born again people. If we are to be consistent in our interpretation then the
other seven times it must have reference to God's born again people. With this
understanding, we conclude that God's people sometimes commit spiritual
fornication with Mystery Babylon and her harlot daughters. It appears most of
them commit spiritual fornication or idolatry through ignorance.
"Who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her." Spiritual
fornication usually refers to idolatry. A child of God who worships idols commits
spiritual fornication. For instance, the worship of a false Christ is idolatry and
subsequently is spiritual fornication. Most children of God today, through ignorance, are
worshipping false Christs. They are committing spiritual fornication. Those who live
"deliciously" are the ones who are "reaping the natural rewards of their association with
Mystery Babylon. They receive from men the honor of their positions in her kingdom or
associations with her service.
"Shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her
burning." The wailing and lamenting is for a selfish reason. They saw the loss of their
positions and honor and the political fallout of that loss with the destruction of Jerusalem
and her established religious system known as Judaism. Often wailing and lamenting are
not directed to the one who is lost, but rather to the consequences of the one who feels the
loss.

"Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas that great city
Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come." First, "the fear of her
torment" raises the fear of their potential torment due to the judgment of God against
Jerusalem and Judaism. In other words, if God judged Jerusalem, then God could judge
them with the same judgment.
Second, they had not repented of their opinion of "Mystery Babylon." They
continued to think of her as a great and mighty city. They were greatly deceived.
Rev. 18:11-19
Rev. 18:11 "And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no
man buyeth their merchandise any more: 12 The merchandise of gold, and silver, and
precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all
thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious
wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 13 And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments,
and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and
horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. 14 And the fruits that thy soul lusted
after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed
from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. 15 The merchants of these things,
which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and
wailing. 16 And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and
purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! 17 For in one
hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in
ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 18 And cried when they
saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city! 19 And they
cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great
city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for
in one hour is she made desolate."
Merchants buy and sell merchandise. These particular merchants bought and sold
"religious merchandise." The Lord condemned the practice of making merchandise of
the house of God: John 2:13 "And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem, 14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the
changers of money sitting: 15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove
them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers'
money, and overthrew the tables; 16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these
things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise. 17 And his disciples
remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up."
For some, merchandizing of religious articles, was a natural livelihood: Acts
19:24 "For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which made silver shrines for
Diana, brought no small gain unto the craftsmen; 25 Whom he called together with the
workmen of like occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our
wealth. 26 Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all
Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying that they be no gods,
which are made with hands: 27 So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at
nought; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana should be despised, and her

magnificence should be destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. 28 And
when they heard these sayings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is
Diana of the Ephesians."
The list of items set forth in Rev. 18:12, 13 are nearly all items that were included
in the ceremonial law given to Israel. Note, however, that there was not a continual need
for acquisition of these items under the ceremonial law. Occasionally, some of the nonperishable items might have needed to be replaced, but for the most part that would have
been rare. Even the perishable items would not have been sufficient by themselves to
provide the livelihood of one merchant. What had happened is similar to what we see in
the religious world today. Religious artifacts are sold for a profit such as crosses,
candles, singing tapes, sermons, religious books, stain-glass windows, paintings, sayings,
pictures, etc. There is a great market of religious merchandise sold today. The merchants
had made a market of the items used in the law service and had sold them to the people
under the guise of religion and the expression of their religious beliefs.
A couple of items stand out in the listing in verses 12 and 13: slaves and souls of
men. We read of such merchandising in the following passage: 2 Pet. 2:1 "But there
were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many shall follow their
pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3 And
through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not." The
motive behind these false prophets is covetousness. They used feigned words and make
merchandise of the people. They bring them into bondage (slavery) of their false
religious systems. They sell the people to false worship in order to make a profit. This is
the basis for tithing, salaried ministry, raising money for foreign missions, and numerous
other unscriptural practices advocated by the religious merchants. Singing groups and
so-called evangelists often earn great sums of money through their religious
merchandising.
When Jerusalem was destroyed along with the perverted law system the
merchants mourned over the loss of their market based on the sale of religious artifacts
associated with the perverted law system. There ceased to be a need for animal
sacrifices, there ceased to be a natural priesthood, and there ceased to be a ceremonial
law service under the law covenant. Furthermore, there ceased to be a market for the
things contained in the ceremonial law service. No wonder the merchants were weeping
and wailing. If the religious works systems were done away with in our day, there would
be a sudden high influx of unemployed people and business dissolvements!
Rev. 18:20-24
Rev. 18:20 "Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for
God hath avenged you on her. 21 And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great
millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon
be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. 22 And the voice of harpers, and
musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no

craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a
millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; 23 And the light of a candle shall shine no
more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no
more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries
were all nations deceived. 24 And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints,
and of all that were slain upon the earth."
Recall from Rev. 6:9 "And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the
altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which
they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true,
dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?" The time for
God's judgment had come and now they could rejoice over her judgment. Notice who
was told to rejoice-thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets. Thou heaven is
referring to God's people in his church and especially those who had suffered at the hands
of the persecutors. Of course we also know that the holy apostles and prophets had been
murdered for their testimony and witness of the truth. The time of God's vengeance had
come. The Roman army invaded Jerusalem and Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed
and the Jews were dispersed abroad (into the sea of humanity). The great city was
thrown down. Now there is a city in the Middle East today known as Jerusalem and there
are a people known as Jews in that city. But it is not the same as it was back at that time.
The old polluted and perverted law service is gone for ever. The priesthood is gone. The
natural throne of Judah is gone. That great city shall be found no more.
This time was prophesied in the book of Jeremiah:
1. Jer. 7:9 "And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls
of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:
10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou
not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?"
2. Jer. 16:9 "For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will
cause to cease out of this place in your eyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, and the
voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride."
3. Jer. 25:10 "Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the
millstones, and the light of the candle."
The voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride were associated with the
mirth and gladness of the people. The sound of the millstones was associated with the
joyful works and provisions made for the people. The light of the candle was associated
with the candlestick that God had given the people, which was associated with the
ceremonial law and the word of God. The voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers,
and trumpeters was associated with the joy of the people's service under the Old
Covenant of worship.
"For by thy sorceries were all nations deceived." Mystery Babylon had become
the great deceiver. What had been given her of God had been greatly perverted and
polluted and formed the basis for polluting the nations of the earth with her "works
system of salvation."
"And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were
slain upon the earth." Because of her spiritual fornications and because of her murderous
practices, judgment from God came upon her.

Rev. 19:1-4
"19:1 And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven,
saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: 2
For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did
corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her
hand. 3 And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. 4 And
the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on
the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia."
Typically the great voice is associated with God in the scriptures (Due. 5:22; Rev.
1:10; 11:12; 16:1, 17; 21:3). However, in the above passage it is associated with the
much people in heaven. The much people in heaven refer to God's people in the kingdom
of heaven or church. They are speaking in unison by the Spirit of God, so indeed it is the
great voice of God being sounded through the praise of God's people by the working of
the Holy Spirit.
Let us consider what this great voice of God's people were saying. First, they said
"Alleluia." Alleluia means praise ye Jah. Jah or Jehovah is the name for God
characterizing him as a covenant keeping God. Our praise for God often centers around
his covenant of redemption stated for us in Rom. 8:29, 30 and made before the
foundation of the world.
Second, they were giving praise to God for their salvation. Salvation from sin
includes salvation from the condemnation of sin, the bondage of sin, and the corruption
of sin. Timely salvation includes salvation from ignorance, false worship and false
worship systems, an untoward generation, timely pitfalls, false teachers and false
doctrines, and providential salvation. God is the ultimate and only cause of our salvation
from sin. He also works in us and leads us in our timely salvation. Thus to him belongs
praise for all of our salvation.
Third, to God belongs all glory. The glory of salvation, the glory of creation, the
glory of his character and qualities, the glory of his works, etc. all belong to God. Ps.
115:1 "Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy,
and for thy truth's sake." All glory and praise belongs to God.
Fourth, the word, honour, is defined as follows: 092. time, tee-may'; from G5099;
a value, i.e. money paid, or (concr. and collect.) valuables; by anal. esteem (espec. of the
highest degree), or the dignity itself:--honour, precious, price, some. The honour or
dignity of our salvation and eternal life belongs to God and not unto man. There is no
room to share that honour with others.
Fifth, all power belongs unto God. There are two main words that are translated
in the New Testament to the English word power. One means authority and the other
means strength. The word translated above means strength. All power or strength
belongs to God. The covenant of redemption is executed by the power of God and God
alone. Those things that pertain to our eternal salvation from sin and eternal life are
brought about because of God's power and his alone. Thus, we praise him for his power.
True and righteous are God's judgments. God's judgments are according to truth,
i.e., his word. They are also just or righteous judgments. This includes both his eternal
judgment of sin and his timely judgments. His judgment of the great whore was
according to that which God had prophesied (true), and was altogether just (equal to that

which was proclaimed and worthy). What the whore received was according to what the
whore had committed in corrupting the earth with her spiritual fornications, and what she
had done in murdering the servants of the Lord. In other words, she got what she
deserved and it was altogether just.
This judgment of the whore was also God's vengeance because of her killing of
the servants of the Lord. She (Mystery Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots and
abominations of the earth) received her just desserts at the destruction of Jerusalem
because of her deeds and God's wrath was appeased on her because of her murderous
ways.
"Again, they said alleluia." The second time praise is given to Jehovah for his
covenant work. Not only has he saved us according to his covenant of redemption, but he
has remembered his covenant of worship and avenged the enemies of God's people.
"And her smoke rose up for ever and ever." God's judgment of Mystery Babylon
was complete and finished. God's people in his church throughout this New Covenant
age will remember her judgment (for ever and ever).
"And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped
God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia." Recall that previously four and
twenty elders have been identified as being representative of God's people both in the Old
Testament and in the New Testament. In addition, the four beasts are typical of the four
gospels showing forth the Kingship of Jesus Christ, the labor of Jesus Christ, the man
Christ Jesus, and the Deity of Jesus Christ. In addition, we noted in Chapter 4 that when
the four beasts give glory and honor to Christ, then God's people (four and twenty elders)
fall down and worship Christ. The third time they said "Alleluia." They were giving
praise to Jehovah for his completing the work of Salvation (sat down on the throne) and
for his reigning in the Kingdom of God.
Rev. 19:5, 6
Rev. 19:5 "And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his
servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. 6 And I heard as it were the voice of
a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth."
"And a voice came out of the throne." While this voice is not specifically
identified, it certainly is typical of God's gospel ministry. The true gospel ministry will
call for the children of God to give praise, honor, and glory to God for all his wonderful
works and for his covenant love toward his people.
Notice that they did not call for people to praise him who did not fear his name.
They called upon only the servants of the Lord and those that fear his name to praise him.
A person who has not been born of the Spirit has no fear of God before his eyes and
therefore will not and cannot praise God. Only God's spiritually born people can praise
him and they ought to do so. They called upon both small and great to praise him.
Regardless of what station a child of God has in this natural world, he ought to praise
God and he has every reason to do so.
"And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude." We see a great multitude
in Chapter 7 giving praise and glory to God. Rev. 7:9 "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great

multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands; 10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." This multitude was so great that it was
innumerable. Certainly all the elect will give glory and praise to God for their salvation
from sin in the resurrection. Yet we should not wait until the resurrection to give praise
and glory to God. While our salvation from sin is a great reason to give praise and glory
to God, yet it is not the only reason. There is a multitude of reasons to give praise and
glory to God.
"And as the voice of many waters" is a phrase depicting God's children as being
in many nations:
1. Num. 24:5 "How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel!
6 As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the river's side, as the trees of lign
aloes which the LORD hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters. 7 He shall pour
the water out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in many waters, and his king shall be
higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted."
2. Ps. 29:3 "The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: the God of glory
thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters."
3. Is. 17:13 "The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but God
shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the
mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind."
4. Jer. 51:12 "Set up the standard upon the walls of Babylon, make the watch
strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the ambushes: for the LORD hath both devised and
done that which he spake against the inhabitants of Babylon. 13 O thou that dwellest
upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is come, and the measure of thy
covetousness."
"And as the voice of mighty thunderings" is a phrase used to depict a people that
have been judged by the Lord. When the ten plagues came upon the land of Egypt, one
of the judgment had within it mighty thunderings: Ex. 9:28 "Entreat the LORD (for it is
enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings and hail; and I will let you go, and ye
shall stay no longer." Likewise at the giving of the law there were thunders and lightning
at Mt. Sinai. Ex. 19:16 "And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there
were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the
trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled." Also, in
Hannah's prayer she associated the thunders with God's judgment: 1 Sam. 2:10 "The
adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon
them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he shall give strength unto his
king, and exalt the horn of his anointed." Consequently, thunders are associated with
God's judgment and God judged his people for their sins at the cross of Calvary when
Jesus was made to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him. Therefore, the voice of the people whom God has
redeemed is the voice of mighty thundering.
"Saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." For the fourth time in
this chapter the word "Alleluia" appears meaning praise ye Jehovah. Once again, praise
is given to the covenant keeping God. The God who redeemed his people according to
the covenant of redemption he made with himself before the world began. This covenant

is set forth for us in Rom. 8:28-30: "And we know that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he
might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them
he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them
he also glorified."
Next, the word "the" in "the Lord God omnipotent reigneth" indicates that there is
only one. Truly, there is only one Lord God omnipotent. There is no other God besides
him.
The term "Lord" refers to God as being the Master. He is the Master and we are
his servants. We honor him for being the Good Master who not only provides for us, but
also gives us our directions and orders.
The term "God" refers to God as being the divine or supernatural being. He has
created us and given us everything that we have. We owe our very existence to him both
naturally and spiritually and because of this, He deserves all of our praise.
The term "omnipotent" refers to the fact that God is all-powerful. He who has
created all things certainly has all power over all things that he has created. It is by his
power that we were created. It is by his power that we are sustained. It is by his power
that we are preserved in Christ Jesus. It is by his power that we will be resurrected from
the graves. It is by his power that our vile bodies will be changed and fashioned like unto
his glorious body. It is by his power that he provided for our every need. It is by his
power that we are enabled to believe on Him. Certainly we should praise him because of
his omnipotence.
The term "reigneth" refers to the reign of Christ as King in his kingdom. He is the
King of kings and Lord of lords. Having such a king to reign over us and having such a
spiritual kingdom that he has given us should be cause of great rejoicing and
subsequently great praise to his very worthy name.
Rev. 19:7-9
Rev. 19:7 "Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that
she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness
of saints. 9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the
marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God."
"Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him." We can be glad, rejoice,
and give honour to God for our salvation from sin's condemnation. For Christ died on the
cross to deliver us from sin's condemnation. We can be glad, rejoice, and give honour to
God for our salvation from sin's bondage. For the Holy Spirit quickened us unto spiritual
life when we were dead in trespasses and sins and thus delivered us from the bondage of
sin.
We can be glad, rejoice, and give honour to God for our salvation from sin's
corruption. Christ will come in the morning of the resurrection and change our vile
bodies and fashion them like unto Christ's glorious body and we shall ever be with the
Lord. We can be glad, rejoice, and give honour unto God because of our timely

deliverances. We can be glad, rejoice, and give honour unto God for his word that he has
given us. We can be glad, rejoice, and give honour unto God for his church that he has
built in which we can worship and serve him. We can be glad, rejoice, and give honour
unto God because of the leadership of the Holy Spirit in our lives and in the church. The
list of things for which we can be glad, rejoice, and give honour to God for is very great.
"For the marriage of the Lamb is come." The book of Ephesians tells us plainly
that the wife of the Lamb is the church: Eph. 5:22 "Wives, submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as
Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 28 So ought
men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 29
For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the
Lord the church: 30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.
31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto
his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak
concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so
love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband."
The 22nd Chapter of Matthew tells us of the time that the marriage had come:
Matt. 22:2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for
his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and
they would not come. 4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are
bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all
things are ready: come unto the marriage." The time that the marriage feast had come is
when the oxen and fatlings were killed. This signifies that the marriage feast was come
when the Lamb died on the cross.
"And his wife hath made herself ready." There are things that the Lord had done
to make the wife ready for the marriage and there are things that the bride does to make
herself ready. First, the Lord prepared his bride according to Ephesians Chapter 5. Eph.
5:25 "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself
for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27
That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish." The Lamb sanctified and
cleansed the church from her sins. The Lamb made her a glorious church, which has
neither spot nor wrinkle. The Lamb made her holy and without blemish.
Furthermore, the Lamb prepared her ordinances, government, gave her ministers
and gifts, and her manner of service.
The bride makes herself ready when she reverences her Lord and submits herself
unto his government and wears the apparel that he has provided and eats his provision.
She does this in belief and obedience to the gospel.
"And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white:
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints." The saints have no righteousness of their
own. Is. 64:6 "But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy

rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away."
The Lamb made us righteous. 2 Cor. 5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him." Through the shed
blood of the Lamb, he has cleansed us from our sin and made us righteous before God.
We wear the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ.
The Lamb has cleansed us:
1. Acts 10:15 "And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God
hath cleansed, that call not thou common."
2. Tit. 3:5 "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost."
3. 1 Cor. 6:11 "And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
God."
4. Heb. 10:22 "Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure
water."
5. Rev. 1:5 "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood."
"Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb."
Supper is a sign of fellowship and rejoicing when it is associated with a marriage. Again
we go to the 22nd Chapter of Matthew to notice this calling unto the marriage supper:
Matt. 22:2 "The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage
for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding:
and they would not come.
4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold,
I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready:
come unto the marriage. 5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm,
another to his merchandise: 6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them
spitefully, and slew them. 7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent
forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.
8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden
were not worthy. 9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid
to the marriage. 10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together
all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with
guests."
The calling unto the marriage supper of the Lamb is the gospel call to the
kingdom of God. This is not a call to eternal glory, but rather a call to enter into the
fellowship and service of God in this time world in this timely kingdom. The gospel calls
us to worship God in Spirit and in truth and to be his servants. Through the gospel
calling, God blesses us in our fellowship with Him and his servants and blesses us to
know the truth. God also blesses us in our service to God as he tells us "Well done thou
good and faithful servant."
"And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God." These, being the true
sayings of God, certainly exhort us to believe and be obedient unto them. God help us to
do this.

Rev. 19:10
Rev. 19:10 "And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou
do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus:
worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."
The following verses of scripture teach us that we are to worship God and not
man:
1. Acts 10:25 "And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at
his feet, and worshipped him. 26 But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also
am a man."
2. Rev. 22:8 "And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had
heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which showed me
these things. 9 Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and
of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship
God."
3. Matt. 23:8 "But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ;
and all ye are brethren. 9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your
Father, which is in heaven. 10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even
Christ."
"For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." This is not to say that only
the words that Jesus spoke are the spirit of prophecy. All of the scriptures are the
testimony of Jesus. We read in 2 Peter about the spirit of prophecy as follows: 2 Pet.
1:16 "For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. 17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came
such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. 18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in
the holy mount. 19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the
day star arise in your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of
any private interpretation. 21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
We note in 2 Peter that we have a more sure word of prophecy and that we ought
to take heed to it. We also read that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. This certainly teaches us that scripture must be used to interpret scripture.
To use information outside of scripture to interpret scripture would make the scripture of
private interpretation. It seems that many people hold to this principle until they come to
the book of Revelation. They bring in their own private interpretation when they take
historical events not mentioned in scripture and try to interpret scripture by those
historical events recorded in man's uninspired documents.
Rev. 19:11

Rev. 19:11 "And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat
upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make
war."
"And I saw heaven opened." The following verses illustrate what is revealed
when heaven is opened:
1. Gen. 7:11 "In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the
seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep
broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 12 And the rain was upon the earth
forty days and forty nights."
2. Ps. 78:23 "Though he had commanded the clouds from above, and opened the
doors of heaven, 24 And had rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given them
of the corn of heaven. 25 Man did eat angels' food: he sent them meat to the full."
3. Lk. 3:21 "Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus
also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 22 And the Holy Ghost
descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which
said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased."
4. Acts 10:11 "And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto
him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: 12
Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping
things, and fowls of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat."
5. Rev. 4:1 "After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and
the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said,
Come up hither, and I will show thee things which must be hereafter."
All of the above signaled significant events when "heaven was opened." In No. 1,
the opening of the windows of heaven signaled God's judgment of a flood to destroy the
earth. In No. 2, the opening of the doors of heaven signaled God's provision for his
people. In No. 3, the opening of heaven signaled God's pleasure at the baptism of Jesus
Christ. In No. 4, the opening of heaven signaled God's election of a people among all
nations and the opening of the church to the Gentiles. No. 5 signaled the opening of the
door of revelation unto us. Our text verse signaled the opening of the door of God's
judgment and warfare.
" And behold a white horse" is a phrase used to indicate a warrior going forth to
war. In the scriptures, the horse is an instrument of warfare:
1. Ex. 15:1 "Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the
LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously:
the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea."
2. Ex. 15:19 "For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his
horsemen into the sea, and the LORD brought again the waters of the sea upon them; but
the children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea."
3. 1 Kings 10:29 "And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt for six hundred
shekels of silver, and an horse for an hundred and fifty: and so for all the kings of the
Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, did they bring them out by their means."
4. 1 Kings 20:20 "And they slew every one his man: and the Syrians fled; and
Israel pursued them: and Benhadad the king of Syria escaped on an horse with the

horsemen. 21 And the king of Israel went out, and smote the horses and chariots, and
slew the Syrians with a great slaughter."
5. Ps. 76:6 "At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot and horse are cast
into a dead sleep."
6. Prov. 21:31 "The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the
LORD."
7. Is. 43:17 "Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power;
they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as
tow."
8. Jer. 8:6 "I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented
him of his wickedness, saying, What have I done? every one turned to his course, as the
horse rusheth into the battle."
9. Jer. 51:21 "And with thee will I break in pieces the horse and his rider; and
with thee will I break in pieces the chariot and his rider."
10. Amos 2:15 "Neither shall he stand that handleth the bow; and he that is swift
of foot shall not deliver himself: neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself."
11. Zec. 9:10 "And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from
Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen:
and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the
earth."
12. Zec. 10:3 "Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the
goats: for the LORD of hosts hath visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath made
them as his goodly horse in the battle."
As we have previously shown, white is associated with righteousness in the
scriptures. Therefore, one who rides a white horse would be a warrior that goes forth
fighting a righteous war. Since we know that the rider is Jesus Christ, we know that he is
the one who fought the battle of righteousness on behalf of his people.
" And he that sat upon him was called Faithful." The following verses of
scripture speak to God's faithfulness:
1. Deu. 7:9 "Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God,
which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments
to a thousand generations;"
2. 1 Sam. 2:35 "And I will raise me up a faithful priest, that shall do according to
that which is in mine heart and in my mind: and I will build him a sure house; and he
shall walk before mine anointed for ever."
3. Is. 49:7 "Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to
him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings
shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the LORD that is faithful, and
the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee."
4. Jer. 42:5 "Then they said to Jeremiah, The LORD be a true and faithful witness
between us, if we do not even according to all things for the which the LORD thy God
shall send thee to us."
5. 1 Cor. 1:9 "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his
Son Jesus Christ our Lord."

6. 1 Cor. 10:13 "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to
man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but
will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it."
7. 1 Thes. 5:24 "Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it."
8. 2 Thes. 3:3 "But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you
from evil."
9. 2 Tim. 2:13 "If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny
himself."
10. Heb. 2:17 "Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God,
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people."
11. Heb. 3:1 "Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; 2 Who was faithful
to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. 3 For this man was
counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house
hath more honour than the house. 4 For every house is builded by some man; but he that
built all things is God. 5 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a
testimony of those things which were to be spoken after;"
12. Heb. 10:23 "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for
he is faithful that promised;)"
13. Heb. 11:11 "Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive
seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him
faithful who had promised."
One of the things that all the referenced verses show is that God is faithful to his
promises. He keeps his promises. God promised before the world began to save his elect
from their sins and because he is faithful they will all stand before God saved from their
sins.
"He that sat upon him was called True." The word "True" comes from the Greek
word "alethinos" meaning truthful. It also carries with it the meaning of being genuine or
authentic. Certainly all of this applies to our God. There are not shades of truth. God is
said to be true in the following ways:
1. John 1:9 "That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into
the world."
2. John 6:32 "Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses
gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from
heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life
unto the world."
3. John 15:1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman."
4. John 17:3 "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent."
5. 2 Cor. 1:18 "But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay."
6. 1 Thes. 1:9 "For they themselves show of us what manner of entering in we
had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;"

7. 1 John 5:20 "And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life."
8. Rev. 3:7 "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things
saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no
man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;"
9. Rev. 6:10 "And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy
and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?"
In the above verses Christ is described as being the true light, vine, branch, bread,
and God. When coupled with the fact that Christ is faithful we see that he will keep his
promises and accomplish everything that he sets out to do.
"And in righteousness he doth judge and make war." There is an old saying that
anything goes in love and war. That certainly is false when it comes to our Lord Jesus
Christ. What he does, he does in righteousness. The Lord said, "For verily I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till
all be fulfilled." All God's judgments, both timely and eternal, are righteous judgments.
God is just. Similarly, all God's warfare is righteous warfare. When he did war against
our sins, he restricted himself to keep the whole law and to fulfill all prophecy. Likewise,
when he leads us in our daily battles, he does so in righteousness. There are no shortcuts
with God.
Rev. 19:12
Rev. 19:12 "His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns;
and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself."
The flame is the sign of God's executed judgment:
1. Ex. 3:2 "And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out
of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the
bush was not consumed."
2. Num. 21:28 "For there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the city of
Sihon: it hath consumed Ar of Moab, and the lords of the high places of Arnon."
3. Judg. 20:38 "Now there was an appointed sign between the men of Israel and
the liers in wait, that they should make a great flame with smoke rise up out of the city.
39 And when the men of Israel retired in the battle, Benjamin began to smite and kill of
the men of Israel about thirty persons: for they said, Surely they are smitten down before
us, as in the first battle. 40 But when the flame began to arise up out of the city with a
pillar of smoke, the Benjamites looked behind them, and, behold, the flame of the city
ascended up to heaven."
4. Ps. 106:18 "And a fire was kindled in their company; the flame burned up the
wicked."
5. Is. 5:24 "Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth
the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust:
because they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the
Holy One of Israel. 25 Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people,
and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did

tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is
not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still."
6. Is. 10:17 "And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a
flame: and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day;"
7. Is. 29:6 "Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with thunder, and with
earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire."
8. Is. 30:30 "And the LORD shall cause his glorious voice to be heard, and shall
show the lighting down of his arm, with the indignation of his anger, and with the flame
of a devouring fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones."
9. Jer. 48:45 "They that fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon because of the
force: but a fire shall come forth out of Heshbon, and a flame from the midst of Sihon,
and shall devour the corner of Moab, and the crown of the head of the tumultuous ones."
10. Dan. 3:22 "Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the
furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego."
11. Dan. 7:9 "I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did
sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his
throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. 10 A fiery stream issued
and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were
opened. 11 I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I
beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning
flame."
12. Lk. 16:24 "And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am
tormented in this flame."
13. Heb. 1:7 "And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his
ministers a flame of fire."
14. Rev. 1:14 "His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and
his eyes were as a flame of fire."
With his eyes, the Lord watches over all and executes righteous judgment.
"And on his head were many crowns." The Lord wears many crowns. A few of
these crowns are set forth in the following verses:
1. Ex. 39:30 "And they made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote
upon it a writing, like to the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD."
2. Lev. 21:12 "Neither shall he go out of the sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary
of his God; for the crown of the anointing oil of his God is upon him: I am the LORD."
3. Ps. 8:5 "For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast
crowned him with glory and honour."
4. Prov. 14:18 "The simple inherit folly: but the prudent are crowned with
knowledge."
5. Is. 28:5 "In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a
diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people,"
6. Matt. 27:29 "And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his
head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him,
saying, Hail, King of the Jews!"

"He had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself." It would be foolish
for me to say that I know what that name was because it says that no man knew, but he
himself. Some things God does not tell us. For instance, I cannot give you a lengthy
description of the glory world, because there is not one in the scriptures. God has
reserved some things to himself and when and if he decides to reveal it to us he will at his
appointed time. According to Deuteronomy Chapter 29:29 we read, "The secret things
belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and
to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law."
Rev. 19:13
Rev. 19:13 "And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is
called The Word of God."
When Jesus was crucified and the soldiers parted his garments and cast lots for a
coat that was woven throughout from the top, it fulfilled a prophecy from Ps. 22:18,
"They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture." The coat and the
vesture are thus connected. We read where Jacob gave to his son Joseph a coat of many
colours. Joseph was one of the strongest figures of Christ in the Old Testament. We read
of some interesting things that happened to this coat of many colours:
1. Gen. 37:3 "Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was
the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours.
2. Gen. 37:23 "And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren,
that they stripped Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that was on him;"
3. Gen. 37:31 "And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and
dipped the coat in the blood; 32 And they sent the coat of many colours, and they brought
it to their father; and said, This have we found: know now whether it be thy son's coat or
no. 33 And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him;
Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces."
Joseph's father gave him this coat of many colours. Joseph's brethren stripped
him out of his coat of many colours. This coat of many colours was dipped in blood.
This coat of many colours is typical of God's elect people out of all nations, kindred,
peoples and tongues. God gave them to Jesus before the foundation of the world: John
6:38 "For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that
sent me. 39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath
given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day." Jesus was
stripped of his coat, which was woven from the top throughout. God's elect were woven
from the top (By God in covenant arrangement and there was not a seam; thus it was one
piece.) The covenant of redemption is seamless: Those God foreknew, he predestinated;
those he predestinated, he called; those he called, he justified; those he justified, he
glorified. As we will see, all that the Father gave the Son are dipped in the blood of
Jesus.
God's people are "many colours" i.e. they are in every nation of the earth:
1. Gen. 22:18 "And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;
because thou hast obeyed my voice."

2. Acts 2:5 "And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of
every nation under heaven."
3. Acts 10:35 "But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh
righteousness, is accepted with him.
4. Rev. 14:6 "And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people,
5. Rev. 7:9 "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne,
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 10 And cried
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb."
The following verses abundantly prove that God's elect in all nations are dipped in
the blood of the Lamb:
1. 1 Pet. 1:2 "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied."
2. 1 John 1:7 "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."
3. Heb. 10:19 "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus,"
4. Matt. 26:28 "For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins."
5. Acts 20:28 "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood."
6. Rom. 3:25 "Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God; 26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be
just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus."
7. Rom. 5:9 "Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through him."
8. 1 Cor. 10:16 "The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of
the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of
Christ?"
9. Eph. 1:7 "In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of his grace;"
10. Eph. 2:13 "But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ."
11. Col. 1:14 "In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins:"
12. Col. 1:20 "And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to
reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things
in heaven."

13. Heb. 9:14 "How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God?"
14. Heb. 9:22 "And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and
without shedding of blood is no remission."
15. Heb. 10:19 "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus,"
16. Heb. 10:29 "Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the
Spirit of grace?"
17. Heb. 12:24 "And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood
of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel."
18. Heb. 13:12 "Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his
own blood, suffered without the gate. 13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the
camp, bearing his reproach."
19. Heb. 13:20 "Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,"
20. 1 Pet. 1:19 "But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot:"
21. Rev. 1:5 "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood,"
22. Rev. 5:9 "And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the
book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by
thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;"
23. Rev. 7:14 "And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These
are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb."
24. Rev. 12:11 "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the
word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death."
"And his name is called The Word of God." In the following verses, we see Jesus
called "The Word of God:"
1. John 1:1 "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God."
2. John 1:14 "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth."
3. Heb. 4:12 "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 Neither is there
any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the
eyes of him with whom we have to do. 14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest,
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession."
4. Heb. 11:3 "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear."

5. 1 Pet. 1:23 "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by
the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the
glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth
away: 25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the
gospel is preached unto you."
6. Rev. 19:13 "And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name
is called The Word of God."
No doubt every name that is used to describe God is important and carries
meaning. We use words to manifest and convey thoughts. Jesus is God MANIFEST IN
THE FLESH. Jesus told Phillip, "If you have seen me you have seen the Father." God
and all of his character and attributes is manifest to us in the person of Jesus Christ.
Rev. 19:14
Rev. 19:14 "And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean."
The following verses speak of the army of heaven:
1. Dan. 4:35 "And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth:
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?
2. Rev. 19:14 "And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean."
3. Job 25:3 "Is there any number of his armies? and upon whom doth not his light
arise?"
4. Joel 2:11 "And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is
very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and
very terrible; and who can abide it?"
Just as the captain rode on a white horse, so do the armies, which follow him.
However, the Captain was righteous in his own right, the armies which followed him
were righteous through the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. Since the horse is
associated with warfare and in Righteousness Jesus, does judge and make war, so the
armies, which follow, judge according to the judgment that God has given them and
make war according to the directions of their Captain.
In modern day warfare, the Generals send the men out to do battle and hazard
their lives while the Generals stay behind to strategize the war in a much safer
environment. Our Captain has gone before us into the very forefront of the battle and we
follow him.
The warfare and the armies referred to above are engaged in a timely warfare here
on earth. There will be no warfare in the glory world even as there will be no armies in
the glory world. The armies in heaven spoken of in the scriptures are the armies in the
kingdom of heaven here on earth. There are numerous verses of scripture, which speak
to the fact that the church comprises the armies of heaven:
1. 2 Tim. 2:3 "Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please
him who hath chosen him to be a soldier."

2. 2 Cor. 10:3 "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:
4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ."
3. 1 Tim. 1:18 "This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the
prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare."
4. Rev. 12:17 "And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ."
5. Rom. 13:12 "The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light."
6. 2 Cor. 6:7 "By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of
righteousness on the right hand and on the left."
7. Eph. 6:11 "Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places. 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God: 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints."
8. 1 Tim. 6:12 "Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto
thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses."
9. 2 Tim. 4:7 "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept
the faith:"
10. 1 Cor. 9:7 "Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a
vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the
milk of the flock?"
The armies are clothed in fine line, clean and white. Verse 8 tells us, "to her was
granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the
righteousness of saints." The Lord has made us righteous through his shed blood and
now we are to go forth and fight the good fight of faith.
Rev. 19:15
Rev. 19:15 "And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should
smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God."
Verse 21 tells us that the sword proceeded out of the Lord's mouth. Even though
most people do not realize it, God's word rules over all people. God is just and he rules

in judgment according to his word. Heb. 2:2 "For if the word spoken by angels was
stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward;
3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him." God's word is
like unto a sharp sword. It pierces the heart of his people, causes them to realize they are
sinners, and then causes them to realize that He has saved them from their sins. It also
pierces the non-elect to bring them to eternal judgment for sins.
With his word, he smites the nations and all that dwell within the nations. We see
that God with his word judged the world before the flood, he judged Sodom and
Gomorrah, he judged the nations in the land of Canaan, he judged Babylon, he judged
Jerusalem, and many nations that have forgotten God he has judged to destruction.
Next, God rules them with a rod of iron. The rod represents the authority of God
as God commanded Moses to stretch forth the rod of God and then God wrought many
judgments and many miracles.
Iron represents bondage in the scriptures:
1. Deu. 4:20 "But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the
iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this
day."
2. Deu. 28:48 "Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the LORD shall
send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things: and
he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed thee."
3. Josh. 17:16 "And the children of Joseph said, The hill is not enough for us: and
all the Canaanites that dwell in the land of the valley have chariots of iron, both they who
are of Bethshean and her towns, and they who are of the valley of Jezreel."
4. 2 Sam. 23:7 "But the man that shall touch them must be fenced with iron and
the staff of a spear; and they shall be utterly burned with fire in the same place."
5. Ps. 105:18 "Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron."
6. Ps. 107:10 "Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in
affliction and iron."
7. Ps. 107:16 "For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in
sunder."
8. Ps. 149:8 "To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of
iron."
9. Jere. 28:13 "Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast
broken the yokes of wood; but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron. 14 For thus saith
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these
nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him:
and I have given him the beasts of the field also."
God rules the nations according to his law and the breaking of his law brings forth
bondage. When Adam broke his law in the Garden of Eden he brought himself and all
his posterity under the bondage of the law of sin and death. Thus the nations of people
are judged according to his laws and by his authority.
The Lord not only executed God's wrathful judgment for the sins of His people at
the cross, when he was made to be sin for us, but he also executes the wrath of God in a
timely manner upon the nations of the earth and upon the people of the earth.

Furthermore, he executes the wrathful judgment of God upon the non-elect in eternal
judgment.
Rev. 19:16
Rev. 19:16 "And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." As we have previously shown, the Lord's
vesture is a vesture of righteousness and his thigh signifies his strength.
The phrase, KING OF KINGS, indicates that the Lord is King over other kings.
According to Rev. 1:5 "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto
God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." The same
ones that Jesus washed from their sins, he made kings and priests. According to the
covenant of redemption, this would include all that God foreknew before the foundation
of the world.
Rev. 5:10, "And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign
on the earth." This verse, along with many others indicates that there is a kingdom of
God upon the earth and that there are people reigning as kings in that kingdom. This is
consistent with Rev. 20:4 "And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was
given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus,
and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image,
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand years." People sitting on thrones indicates that they reign
as kings and that they reign with Christ in his kingdom and that he is King over them.
Therefore, he is King of Kings.
The Lord is spoken of as being Lord of Lords in four other verses:
1. Deu. 10:17 "For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a
great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward."
2. Ps. 136:3 "O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for his mercy endureth for ever."
3. 1 Tim. 6:15 "Which in his times he shall show, who is the blessed and only
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords."
4. Rev. 17:14 "These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall
overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are
called, and chosen, and faithful."
The term, Lord, means "master, one who has authority." The Lord has given us in
his word our authority by which we are to govern ourselves, and by which we are to keep
the government and service of the Church. Thus, he has made us masters, yet he has
reserved to himself to be the master of masters.
Rev. 19:17-21
Rev. 19:17 "And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud
voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves

together unto the supper of the great God; 18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the
flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that
sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 19 And I
saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war
against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20 And the beast was taken, and
with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived
them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were
slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his
mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh."
"And I saw an angel standing in the sun." The sun is a symbol of God law and the
strength of God's law and the glory of God's law. The angel standing in the sun is the
Lord Jesus Christ. He alone stood under the law of God and fulfilled it to a jot and a
tittle. The sun (God's law) had slain all of man kind. Now there was gathered together in
opposition to the Lord and to his army a great host including the beast, and the kings of
the earth, and their armies to make war.
"And he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of
heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18 That
ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and
the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and
bond, both small and great." The fowls are often depicted in the scriptures as a sign that
one army had gained a victory over their enemy:
1. 1 Sam. 17:44 "And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give
thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field."
2. 1 Sam. 17:46 "This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will
smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the
Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all
the earth may know that there is a God in Israel."
3. Ps. 79:1 "A Psalm of Asaph. O God, the heathen are come into thine
inheritance; thy holy temple have they defiled; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps. 2 The
dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the
flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth. 3 Their blood have they shed like water
round about Jerusalem; and there was none to bury them."
4. Is. 18:6 "They shall be left together unto the fowls of the mountains, and to the
beasts of the earth: and the fowls shall summer upon them, and all the beasts of the earth
shall winter upon them."
5. Jere. 7:33 "And the carcases of this people shall be meat for the fowls of the
heaven, and for the beasts of the earth; and none shall fray them away."
6. Jere. 15:3 "And I will appoint over them four kinds, saith the LORD: the
sword to slay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the
earth, to devour and destroy."
7. Jere. 16:4 "They shall die of grievous deaths; they shall not be lamented;
neither shall they be buried; but they shall be as dung upon the face of the earth: and they
shall be consumed by the sword, and by famine; and their carcases shall be meat for the
fowls of heaven, and for the beasts of the earth."

8. Jere. 19:7 "And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this
place; and I will cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hands of
them that seek their lives: and their carcases will I give to be meat for the fowls of the
heaven, and for the beasts of the earth."
9. Jere. 34:20 "I will even give them into the hand of their enemies, and into the
hand of them that seek their life: and their dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of
the heaven, and to the beasts of the earth."
10. Ezek. 29:5 "And I will leave thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and all the
fish of thy rivers: thou shalt fall upon the open fields; thou shalt not be brought together,
nor gathered: I have given thee for meat to the beasts of the field and to the fowls of the
heaven."
Thus, the Lord was showing the ultimate victory that he and the army that
followed him would have. This manifestation of the ultimate victory continues to be
shown into chapter 20.
The army of the Lord (his faithful disciples and servants) may be victorious in
some battles and lose some battles in this life, yet the ultimate victory is theirs and is
given to them by their captain. It did not matter as to the size of the opposing army or
their status (kings, captains, mighty men, great men, free or bond, both small and great,
ultimately the victory is the Lord's and his army.
"And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and
them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning
with brimstone." Here we see the beast and the false prophet being cast into God's
eternal judgment against sin. In the 20th chapter of Revelation we will the Devil and his
angels, followed by the non-elect cast into this same lake of fire. While these enemies
may cause us much trouble here in this life, ultimately "thanks be to God, which giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
Fire and brimstone are signs of God's judgment of sin:
1. Gen. 19:24 "Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah
brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven."
2. Ps. 11:6 "Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an
horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup."
3. Is. 30:33 "For Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the king it is prepared; he
hath made it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and much wood; the breath of the
LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it."
4. Ezek. 38:22 "And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and
I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an
overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone."
5. Lk. 17:29 "But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all."
6. Rev. 9:17 "And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them,
having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses
were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.
18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by
the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths."

7. Rev. 14:10 "The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is
poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the
Lamb."
8. Rev. 20:10 "And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and
night for ever and ever."
9. Rev. 21:8 "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death."
"And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which
sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh." Once
again, we see the ultimate victory that the Lord has given us over all of our enemies.

Rev. 20:1-3
Rev. 20:1 "And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on the
dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a
thousand years, 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set
a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand
years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season."
The word, angel, means messenger. The messenger is the messenger of
the covenant as set forth in Mal. 3:1: "Behold, I will send my messenger, and he
shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly
come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in:
behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts." He came down from heaven to
do the Father's will. In Rev. chapter 9 Satan is called the angel of the bottomless
pit: 9:11 "And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit,
whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his
name Apollyon." Thus the messenger of the covenant (Christ) has locked up the
messenger of the bottomless pit (Satan) for a thousand years.
Someone may ask, "If Satan is locked up, then why does he cause me
such trouble?" Satan is not locked up so as not to be able to cause us trouble or
to make shipwreck people's lives. He is not locked up so as not to be able to
entice us to sin. Indeed he causes much havoc in people's lives and in the world.
"How then," we may ask, "is Satan locked up?" Specifically he is locked up so as
to deceive the nations no more until the thousand years should be fulfilled. If you
will recall in chapter 17 we read about the seven heads of the seven headed
beast: "10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is
not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space." The
seventh multinational kingdom has not yet arisen to reign over the earth. Satan
has been bound so as not to be able to form this seventh head until the thousand
years is fulfilled. Verse 4 speaks to us about the significance of the thousand
years and we will save our comments about the thousand years until we get to
verse 4.
The use of the word, chain, is indicative of the bondage that Satan is
under. He is not able to form the seventh kingdom until that chain is removed by
the Lord. Once the chain is removed and God sets that date, then Satan shall go
forth to once again deceive the nations into yielding to a multinational one world
government. Perhaps the United Nations is that seventh head, time will tell.
That the Lord has the key to lock and unlock tells us that He has
sovereign control over what Satan is allowed to do. Satan can do no more than
what he is allowed to do. This doesn't mean that God causes Satan to do what
he does. It just means that Satan is limited by God's sovereign control. Job is a
good example of this control that God has over Satan. Satan could not touch
Job so long as God had him hedged in. Once God removed the hedge then
Satan did his damage, but only to the extent that God would allow him. He
couldn't touch Job's life because God restricted him. Thus Satan cannot form
this seventh head until God's allows him to.
Let us not forget that once the thousand years is fulfilled, Satan will be

loosed a little season so as to go forth and deceive the nations once again.
Rev. 20:4
Rev. 20:4 "And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was
given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness
of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast,
neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years."
Thrones indicate kings. According to Rev. 1:5 those who were redeemed
by the blood of Christ are also made kings and priests unto God: "And from
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and
the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from
our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." Also in Rev.
5:10 some of those will reign on the earth: "And hast made us unto our God kings
and priests: and we shall reign on the earth." The thrones that they sat upon
were thrones of judgment. That is, they judged their lives and their actions by the
word of God. We reign as kings over our bodies, our hearts, and our spirits. As
we reign we sit upon the thrones of God's judgment set forth in the word of God.
"I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and
for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image,
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands." Martyrs of
Jesus were killed in a variety of ways. Some were beheaded such as Paul.
Some were crucified such as Peter. Some were stoned to death as was
Stephen. Some were fed to the lions, etc. If the above verse was addressing
martyrdom, then the word beheaded is far too restrictive. Therefore, those
referred to as beheaded for the witness of Jesus, etc. are not limited to the
martyrs. To be beheaded is to lose ones head. The head is the control center
for the whole body. We come into this world believing we have control of our
own lives. We believe that we are the head of our actions and decisions over our
lives. After that we are born of the Spirit of God and see ourselves as sinners
and then hear and believe the gospel of Jesus Christ and press into the kingdom
of God, we give up the headship over our own lives in favor of Christ being the
head over our lives and we being guided by his word and the leadership of the
Holy Spirit. Thus we are beheaded for the witness of Jesus and for the word of
God.
Those who were beheaded for the witness of Jesus and had not
worshipped the beast, etc. are the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ and make
up the true church of God. These "lived and reigned with Christ a thousand
years." Christ is reigning in his kingdom and these reign with him in His kingdom.
Christ reigns over them and they reign over their own lives according to the
teaching of His words.
What is the significance of the term, "thousand years?" The word,
"thousand," is often used in the scriptures to indicate an indefinite large number:
1. Ps. 50:10 "For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a

thousand hills."
2. Deu. 7:9 "Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the
faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and
keep his commandments to a thousand generations;"
3. Ps. 105:8 "He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which
he commanded to a thousand generations."
4. Rev. 90:4 "For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when
it is past, and as a watch in the night."
5. 2 Pet. 3:8 "But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day."
6. Deu. 1:11 "(The LORD God of your fathers make you a thousand times
so many more as ye are, and bless you, as he hath promised you!)"
7. Deu. 32:30 "How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten
thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut
them up?"
8. Job 33:23 "If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among
a thousand, to show unto man his uprightness: 24 Then he is gracious unto him,
and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom."
9. Ps. 84:10 "For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness."
Thus a thousand years is an indefinite term indicating that for a large indefinite
period there would be people living and reigning with Christ in his spiritual
kingdom here on earth.
Rev. 20:5, 6
Rev. 20:5 "But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years
were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he that hath
part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years."
The above passage speaks to us about the first resurrection and the
second death. Reason suggests that if there is a first resurrection then there
must be a second resurrection. Also, reason suggests that if there is a second
death then there must be a first death. We are told that those who have part in
the first resurrection, the second death has no power over them. The task before
us is to identify the first resurrection and the second resurrection and the first
death and the second death according to the scriptures.
God gave Adam a law after that he created him: Gen. 2:16 And the LORD
God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat: 17 "But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Not only did Adam
bring death upon himself when he ate of the forbidden fruit, but according to
Rom. 5:12-19 he brought death upon all mankind: Rom. 5:12 "Wherefore, as by
one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned: 13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin

is not imputed when there is no law.
14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that
had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of
him that was to come. 15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if
through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the
gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16
And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one
to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification.
17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they
which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in
life by one, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came
upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift
came upon all men unto justification of life. 19 For as by one man's disobedience
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made
righteous."
The above is in harmony with 1 Cor. 15:22 "For as in Adam all die, even
so in Christ shall all be made alive." All mankind died in Adam. We were
brought under the condemnation of the law of sin and death. We were under the
curse of death. This death in trespasses and sins under the law of sin and death
is the first death.
John 5:25-29 teaches us of two resurrections and a second death: John
5:25 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 26 For
as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in
himself; 27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is
the Son of man. 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that
are in the graves shall hear his voice, 29 And shall come forth; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnation."
The first resurrection takes place when the Son of God speaks to those
who are dead in trespasses and sins and gives them spiritual life. Eph. 2:1 "And
you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins: 2 Wherein in time
past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great
love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved)." If is by his quickening voice
that we receive spiritual life. Before that voice spake to us we were dead in
trespasses and sins. That quickening voice raises us up out of death in
trespasses and sins to spiritual life. This is the first resurrection.
The second resurrection takes place when Christ speaks to those who are
in the graves. This takes place at the end of this time world. The elect are
changed to be fashioned like the glorious body of Christ in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye (1 Cor. 15:51 "Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all

sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.)"
The second death is defined for us in Rev. 20:14 "And death and hell were
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death."
Who is it that has part in the first resurrection on which the second death
has no power? It is the elect of God:
1. Rom. 8:29 "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom
he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."
2. Rom. 8:33 "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is
God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea
rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession for us."
3. Eph. 1:4 "According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation
of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his
grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
his grace."
It is the elect that we are told in Rev. 1:5, 6 who are also made kings and
priests unto God: Rev. 1:5 "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness,
and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath
made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen." Only the elect are capable of reigning with
Christ in his timely church kingdom. They are the only ones who have spiritual
eyes and spiritual ears whereby they can see the kingdom of God and enter into
the kingdom of God.
"But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were
finished." The rest of the dead are those who had not part in the first
resurrection. They are the non-elect. They are not born of the spirit and thus
have no part in the first resurrection. It is upon those that the second death has
power. They are not cleansed by the blood of Christ. The execution of God's
wrathful judgment is yet future for them. Their bodies will be raised in the
resurrection, not to eternal life, but to eternal damnation.
Rev. 20:7-10
Rev. 20:7 "And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be
loosed out of his prison, 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in
the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle:
the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the
breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the

beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.
10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night
for ever and ever."
At the end of the thousand year reign, which we have shown indicates an
indefinitely large period of time, in which Christ reigns with his disciples on earth
in a spiritual kingdom of God, Satan is loosed out of his prison. His goal has not
changed from that set forth in Rev. 12:17 "And the dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." Once more, he
goes out to deceive the nations into forming the seventh head of the beast. (See
Rev. 17:10 "And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other
is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.")
The phrase, "Gog and Magog," is our key to understanding this passage
of scripture. Gog and Magog are found only in Ezek. chapters 38 and 39. Those
chapters speak of Gog and Magog with a great army coming against Israel and
God himself taking vengeance on Gog and Magog and their armies. Similarly,
the nations in the four quarters of the earth and their armies, numbered as the
sand of the sea, compass the camp of the saints about and the beloved city. At
this time, fire (God's wrathful judgment) comes down out of heaven and devours
them.
The term, camp of the saints, refers to the disciples of the Lord as an
army. This army is not engaged in natural warfare, but spiritual warfare. This is
the Lord's militant church. Remember the dragon went to make war with the
remnant of the woman's seed that keep the commandments of God and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.
Furthermore, the phrase, the beloved city, also has reference to the
church. It can no longer have reference to natural Jerusalem for she is declared
to be "Sodom and Egypt." The church, also known as New Jerusalem and Holy
Jerusalem is now the beloved city.
We are not given the details about how all this will come to pass, only that
it will happen. I make the following observations:
1. Whether the United Nations is this seventh head, I do not know,
although it is working toward the formation and has as a goal to form a one-world
government.
2. When the seventh head is formed she will continue only a "short
space." This will only be a short-lived kingdom.
3. When the beast surrounds the camp of the saints and the beloved city,
God takes matters into his own hands and pours out his wrathful judgment on the
armies of the beast.
4. It appears to be a complete victory over the beast and her armies.
5. I would much rather be in the camp of the saints than in the camp of
the beast. I would much rather have God fighting for me than against me.
"And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented
day and night for ever and ever." The lake of fire is defined as the second death

or God's eternal judgment of sin meted out upon the devil, the beast, the false
prophet, and the non-elect. Ultimately, the Lord has the complete victory over all
evil.
Rev. 20:11-15
Rev. 20:11 "And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place
for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and
the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged
every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in
the book of life was cast into the lake of fire."
"And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it." White is the color
associated with righteousness. This is God's judgment throne in which he judges
in righteousness:
1. Ps. 9:8 "And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall
minister judgment to the people in uprightness."
2. Ps. 72:2 "He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor
with judgment."
3. Ps. 97:2 "Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness
and judgment are the habitation of his throne."
4. Ps. 103:6 "The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all
that are oppressed."
5. Is. 1:27 "Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with
righteousness."
6. Is. 16:5 "And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit
upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and
hasting righteousness."
7. Is. 28:17 "Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the
plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall
overflow the hiding place."
8. Is. 33:5 "The LORD is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he hath filled
Zion with judgment and righteousness."
9. Rom. 5:18 "Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came
upon all men unto justification of life."
God's judgment is a righteous judgment and he metes out judgment
according to truth.
"From whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was
found no place for them." Sometimes the use of the term "heaven and earth" is
used to indicate the natural world in which we live and sometimes it is used to

indicate God's people under the law covenant and then God's people under the
covenant of grace. In this instance the wording is somewhat different in that it
says, "the earth and the heaven." In every occurence of the phrase, "the earth
and the heaven," the natural earth and heaven are indicated:
1. 1 Chr. 21:16 "And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of the
LORD stand between the earth and the heaven, having a drawn sword in his
hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders of Israel, who
were clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces."
2. Ezek. 8:3 "And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock
of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, and
brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that
looketh toward the north; where was the seat of the image of jealousy, which
provoketh to jealousy."
3. Zec. 5:9 "Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there
came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the
wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven."
4. Rev. 20:11 "And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place
for them."
Thus Rev. 20:11 is speaking of a time when the literal natural heaven and
earth are fled away. Those who stand before God's great white throne judgment
seat will have no foundation on which to lean or fall back upon.
"And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God." Please note
that it is the "dead" who "stand" before God. It is not talking about those who
were dead, but they are identified as the "dead" as they stand before God. The
bible teaches a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. In the resurrection,
all natural bodies will be raised to life. Yet some will be called "dead" and some
will be called "living." Recall that in verse 5 we are told "the rest of the dead lived
not again until the thousand years were finished." We conclude that at one time
all of mankind was said to be dead. However, some (the elect) had part in the
first resurrection and therefore were no longer dead. Those who did not have
part in the first resurrection were "the rest of the dead" and they lived not again
until the thousand years were finished. Even though they lived again in the
resurrection from the grave, they are still called "the dead." They are still dead in
trespasses and sins and subject to God's wrathful eternal judgment. These who
are dead stand before God to hear their judgment sentence given.
"And the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the
book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in
the books, according to their works." First there were a set of books opened, and
then there was a single book opened. The set of books were God's law, whereas
the single book was the Lamb's book of life.
The dead were judged out of the things that were written in God's law and
they were judged according to their works. God's law is perfect and his judgment
is perfect. Since the dead have only the nature of the flesh, their works are the
works of the flesh. We read in Gal. 5:19 "Now the works of the flesh are
manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20

Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the
which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." Please notice that all the
works of the flesh are sinful. According to the scriptures, "every sin and
disobedience receives a just recompense of reward." The wages of sin is death.
1 Tim. 5:24 "Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to
judgment; and some men they follow after." The sins of the elect went before to
judgment and were judged at the cross of Jesus Christ where he was "made to
be sin for us who knew no sin that we might be made the righteousness of God
in him." The sins of the non-elect follow after them and go to the great white
throne judgment where they are judged according to their works.
"And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death." When the Lord comes again in the morning of the
resurrection there will be a large sea of humanity that lives upon the earth.
Currently there are approximately seven billion people who live upon the earth.
Out of those who are still living their natural lives the sea will give up the "dead"
which are in it. The dead will be separated from those who are alive in Christ
Jesus. Similarly the dead bodies of those non-elect will likewise be raised to
stand before the great white throne. Likewise their souls that went into hell at
their death will be reunited with their bodies and they will stand before the great
white throne judgment seat of God.
After being judged according to their works there is but one sentence
possible for the non-elect and that is that they be cast into the lake of fire in
eternal judgment. This is the second death.
"And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the
lake of fire." God's judgment of sin is perfectly vindicated as the elect whose
names were written in the lamb's book of life before the foundation of the world
were judged in God's wrathful judgment poured out upon the "Lamb of God" who
suffered in their room and stead for all of their sins. Those whose names were
not found written in the book of life were cast into the lake of fire. Therefore all
sins are brought to judgment and God's justice is vindicated.

Rev. 21:1
Rev. 21:1 "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the
first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea."
There are some who teach that the new heaven and the new earth is the paradise
of God or the glory world. However, this doesn't seem to accord with what Paul taught in
2 Cor. 12:2 "I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I
cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught
up to the third heaven. 3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the
body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter." Paul spoke of the man
caught up to the third heaven and equated that to being caught up into paradise. Thus
paradise is equated to the third heaven.
Since the "new heaven" and the "new earth" followed the "first heaven" and the
"first earth" then the "new heaven" must be the second heaven and the "new earth" must
be the second earth. "Paradise" is the third heaven. By all logic, the "new heaven" and
the "new earth" cannot be "Paradise" or the "Glory World."
Isaiah spoke of "new heavens" and a "new earth" in two passages of scripture:
1. Is. 65:17 "For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the
former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. 18 But be ye glad and rejoice for
ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a
joy. 19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping
shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. 20 There shall be no more thence
an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an
hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.
21 And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards,
and eat the fruit of them. 22 They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not
plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect
shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth
for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with
them. 24 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are
yet speaking, I will hear.
25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the
bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain, saith the LORD."
2. Is. 66:22 "For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will
make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain.
23 And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath
to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD. 24 And they shall
go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for
their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an
abhorring unto all flesh."
From the above we can deduce that those who occupy in the new heavens and the
new earth will build houses and the wolf and the lamb shall feed together. In addition,
the passages say there will be new moons and Sabbaths. These are not things we would
expect in the Glory World.

Heaven is referred to in the scriptures as God's dwelling place:
1. 1 Kings 8:30 "And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and
of thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place: and hear thou in heaven thy
dwelling place: and when thou hearest, forgive."
2. 1 Ki 8:39 "Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive,
and do, and give to every man according to his ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for
thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men;)"
3. 1 Ki 8:43 "Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and do according to
all that the stranger calleth to thee for: that all people of the earth may know thy name, to
fear thee, as do thy people Israel; and that they may know that this house, which I have
builded, is called by thy name."
4. 1 Ki 8:49 "Then hear thou their prayer and their supplication in heaven
thy dwelling place, and maintain their cause,"
5. 2 Chr 6:21 "Hearken therefore unto the supplications of thy servant,
and of thy people Israel, which they shall make toward this place: hear thou from thy
dwelling place, even from heaven; and when thou hearest, forgive."
6. 2 Chr 6:30 "Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelling place, and
forgive, and render unto every man according unto all his ways, whose heart thou
knowest; (for thou only knowest the hearts of the children of men:)"
7. 2 Chr 6:33 "Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling
place, and do according to all that the stranger calleth to thee for; that all people of the
earth may know thy name, and fear thee, as doth thy people Israel, and may know that
this house which I have built is called by thy name."
8. 2 Chr 6:39 "Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling
place, their prayer and their supplications, and maintain their cause, and forgive thy
people which have sinned against thee."
9. Psa 52:5 "God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee
away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living.
Selah."
The earth is referred to as the footstool of the Lord and the footstool of the Lord is
described as the place of his worship in the following verses:
1. Ps. 99:5 "Exalt ye the LORD our God, and worship at his footstool; for
he is holy."
2. Ps. 132:7 "We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his
footstool."
3. Is. 66:1 "Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth
is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my
rest?"
4. Matt. 5:34 "But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for
it is God's throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is
the city of the great King."
5. Acts 7:49 "Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house
will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest?"
Thus the heaven is God's dwelling place and the earth is the place where God is
worshipped and Jerusalem is the city of the great King. From this we can surmise that in
old law covenant God chose Israel as a nation to dwell among (first heaven) and they

worshipped him (first earth) under that covenant with natural Jerusalem being the holy
city of the King.
When God made a new covenant the first covenant soon passed away:
1. Heb. 8:8 "For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah: 9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day
when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they
continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 10 For this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will
put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God,
and they shall be to me a people: 11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour,
and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least
to the greatest. 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more. 13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the
first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away."
2. Matt. 24:34 "Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till
all these things be fulfilled. 35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
pass away."
3. 2 Cor. 5:17 "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
"And there was no more sea." We have previously identified that the sea
sometimes represents the "sea of humanity" outside of the nation of Israel also called the
Gentiles. In the new covenant of worship that God has established there is no more a
distinction between the Jews and the Gentiles as there was under the old covenant of
worship, thus there is no more "sea" or distinction, as God has a people both among the
Jews and the Gentiles who worship him in Spirit and in truth.
Today, God's people worship him (new earth – with laws written in their heart
and mind) in the kingdom of heaven (new heaven).
In summary, the children of Israel worshipped God under the old law covenant
and that covenant and form of worship passed away. Today, God's people in the church,
regardless of nationality, worship God in Spirit and truth under the new covenant of
worship.
Rev. 21:2
Rev. 21:2 "And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband."
Under the old law covenant, Jerusalem was described as the holy city:
1. Neh. 11:1 "And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem: the rest of
the people also cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem the holy city, and nine
parts to dwell in other cities."
2. Neh 11:18 "All the Levites in the holy city were two hundred fourscore
and four."
3. Isa 48:2 "For they call themselves of the holy city, and stay themselves
upon the God of Israel; The LORD of hosts is his name."

4. Dan. 9:24 "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon
thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy."
5. Matt. 4:5 "Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth
him on a pinnacle of the temple"
Later, however, we find that the natural city of Jerusalem is no longer called a
holy city: Rev. 11:8 "And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified."
In contrast, the scriptures speak of another Jerusalem that is holy, heavenly and
new:
1. Rev. 3:12 "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of
my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and
the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of
heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name."
2. Heb. 12:22 "But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels."
3. Is. 52:1 "Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come
into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean."
4. Rev. 11:2 "But the court which is without the temple leave out, and
measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under
foot forty and two months."
5. Rev. 22:19 "And if any man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the
holy city, and from the things which are written in this book."
This holy city, new Jerusalem, is the Lord's church and the bride, the Lamb's wife.
She is described as "new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven." The
fact that she came down from God tells us her source is from above and not of the earth.
The Lord said, "Upon this rock I will build my church…" There are at least 111 times
that the words, church or churches, are mentioned in the New Testament and all, but one
or two of those times, they refer to the visible local churches on earth. The church the
Lord built came down from God and is here on earth.
Second, because she came down we know that this is not talking about the Glory
world, because the kingdom goes up in the resurrection, not down: 1 Cor. 15:24 "Then
cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father;
when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power."
"Prepared as a bride adorned for her husband." The bride of Christ is the church
as identified for us in Eph. 5:25 "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also
loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse
it with the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should
be holy and without blemish."
God had made the nation of Israel his bride under the Old Testament and
had adorned her to make her beautiful: Ezek. 16:1 "Again the word of the LORD
came unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her

abominations, 3 And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto Jerusalem; Thy birth
and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite, and thy
mother an Hittite.
4 And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut,
neither wast thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor
swaddled at all. 5 None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have
compassion upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field, to the loathing of
thy person, in the day that thou wast born. 6 And when I passed by thee, and
saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy
blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live.
7 I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast
increased and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments: thy
breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked and
bare. 8 Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was
the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness:
yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord
GOD, and thou becamest mine.
9 Then washed I thee with water; yea, I thoroughly washed away thy
blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil. 10 I clothed thee also with
broidered work, and shod thee with badgers' skin, and I girded thee about with
fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. 11 I decked thee also with ornaments, and
I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck. 12 And I put a jewel on
thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head.
13 Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen,
and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and
thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom.
14 And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was
perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD.
15 But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of
thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it
was. 16 And of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with
divers colours, and playedst the harlot thereupon: the like things shall not come,
neither shall it be so. 17 Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and of
my silver, which I had given thee, and madest to thyself images of men, and didst
commit whoredom with them, 18 And tookest thy broidered garments, and
coveredst them: and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense before them. 19
My meat also which I gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey, wherewith I fed
thee, thou hast even set it before them for a sweet savour: and thus it was, saith
the Lord GOD.
20 Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou hast
borne unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is this
of thy whoredoms a small matter, 21 That thou hast slain my children, and
delivered them to cause them to pass through the fire for them? 22 And in all
thine abominations and thy whoredoms thou hast not remembered the days of
thy youth, when thou wast naked and bare, and wast polluted in thy blood. 23
And it came to pass after all thy wickedness, (woe, woe unto thee! saith the Lord

GOD;) 24 That thou hast also built unto thee an eminent place, and hast made
thee an high place in every street. 25 Thou hast built thy high place at every
head of the way, and hast made thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast opened thy
feet to every one that passed by, and multiplied thy whoredoms."
God had clothed Israel as his bride with great beauty, but she committed
whoredoms and was put away. There are many spiritual lessons taught us in the
above passage of scripture, but that is not the subject of our current writings.
God has adorned his bride, the church. In most American marriages, the
bride is the one who adorns herself to make herself beautiful for her husband.
The members of the church had no beauty of their own, but the Lord has given
his bride and her members their beauty:
`1. Ps. 45:13 "The king's daughter is all glorious within: her clothing
is of wrought gold. 14 She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of
needlework: the virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto
thee."
2. Ps. 87:2 "The LORD loveth the gates of Zion more than all the
dwellings of Jacob. 3 Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah."
3. Is. 61:3 "To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting
of the LORD, that he might be glorified."
4. Ps. 48:2 "Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is
mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King."
5. Is. 52:1 "Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more
come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean."
6. Rom. 10:15 "And how shall they preach, except they be sent?
as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!"
7. Ps. 50:2 "Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath
shined."
The church is the bride adorned for her husband, Jesus, who wears his
robe of righteousness: 2 Cor. 5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him."
Rev. 21:3
Rev. 21:3 "And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle
of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God
himself shall be with them, and be their God."
A "great voice" is used several times to depict the voice of God:
1. Deu. 5:22 "These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly
in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness,
with a great voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them in two tables of
stone, and delivered them unto me."

2. Rev. 1:10 "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,"
3. Rev. 11:12 "And they heard a great voice from heaven saying
unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and
their enemies beheld them."
4. Rev.16:1 "And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to
the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon
the earth."
5. Rev. 16:17 "And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the
air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne,
saying, It is done."
The tabernacle is a dwelling place. In the Old Testament wilderness
journeys of the children of Israel, God dwelt with them in the tabernacle of
witness and he met with them in the Most Holy Place above the mercy seat.
Later God's dwelling place was said to be in Zion: Ps. 76:2 "In Salem also is his
tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion."
Today the Lord dwells in the temple of God: 1 Cor. 3:16 "Know ye not that
ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" In the New
Testament the church is the temple of God. Eph. 2:19 "Now therefore ye are no
more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In
whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit."
Thus God tabernacles or dwells with men in the church.
The following verses illustrate how God dwells with us now:
1. Rom. 8:9 "But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be
that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall
also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you."
2. 2 Cor. 6:16 "And what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people."
3. Eph. 3:17 "That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye,
being rooted and grounded in love,"
4. Col. 3:16 "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord."
5. 1 John 4:13 "Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us,
because he hath given us of his Spirit."
" They shall be his people." There are three groups of people identified as God's
people in the scriptures. Each group is identified based on a covenant of God. The first
group identified as the people of God are the children of Israel with whom God made a

covenant at Mt. Sinai:
1. Ex. 18:1 "When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father in law,
heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that the LORD
had brought Israel out of Egypt;"
2. Ex. 32:14 "And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do
unto his people."
3. Deu. 32:9 "For the LORD'S portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his
inheritance."
4. Deu. 32:36 "For the LORD shall judge his people, and repent himself
for his servants, when he seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or
left."
5. Deu. 32:43 "Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he will avenge
the blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will be
merciful unto his land, and to his people."
6. Judg. 11:23 "So now the LORD God of Israel hath dispossessed the
Amorites from before his people Israel, and shouldest thou possess it?"
7. Ruth 1:6 "Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might
return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in the country of Moab how that the
Lord had visited his people in giving them bread."
8. 1 Sam. 12:22 "For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great
name's sake: because it hath pleased the LORD to make you his people."
9. 1 Sam. 13:14 "But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD
hath sought him a man after his own heart, and the LORD hath commanded him to be
captain over his people, because thou hast not kept that which the LORD commanded
thee."
10. 1 Sam. 15:1 "Samuel also said unto Saul, The LORD sent me to anoint
thee to be king over his people, over Israel: now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of
the words of the LORD."
In connection with the covenant of redemption as set forth in Rom. 8:29, 30, the
entire elect family of God are referred to as God's people:
1. Matt. 1:21 "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his
name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins."
2. Lk. 1:76 "And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest:
for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 77 To give knowledge
of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins,"
3. Heb. 2:17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto
his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.
4. Heb. 13:12 "Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people
with his own blood, suffered without the gate."
The third group of people called the "people of God" are those people who
compose the New Testament church and worship Him under the new covenant of
worship:
1. Rom. 9:25 "As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which
were not my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved. 26 And it shall come to

pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they
be called the children of the living God."
2. 2 Cor. 6:16 "And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk
in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing;
and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."
3. Rev. 18:4 "And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out
of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues."
4. Acts 15:14 "Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name."
5. Heb. 8:10 "For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them
in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 11 And they
shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the
Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 12 For I will be merciful to
their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 13 In
that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and
waxeth old is ready to vanish away."
6. 1 Pet. 2:10 "Which in time past were not a people, but are now the
people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy."
"God himself shall be with them, and be their God." Certainly, God is the God of
the universe. He is the only true God. That he will be the God of "His people" teaches us
that he will manifest himself to them as their God. The following verses show forth the
relationship between God and His people:
1. 2 Cor. 6:16 "And what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people."
2. Heb. 8:10 "For this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind,
and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to
me a people."
Rev. 21:4, 5
Rev. 21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the
former things are passed away. 5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all
things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful."
The statements made in this passage are probably the reason that many believe
this to be talking about eternal glory rather than God's church kingdom here in time. The
reasoning is that there will be no death, sorrow, crying or pain in the glory world and of
course, that is true. One might ask, "How can this possibly have a timely application?"

This is a valid question and I hope to be able to show by the scriptures how this can be
so.
The following two passages from the book of Isaiah have some very similar
wording to that in Rev. 21:4:
1. Is. 65:17 "For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the
former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. 18 But be ye glad and rejoice for
ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a
joy. 19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping
shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. 20 There shall be no more thence
an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an
hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.
21 And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards,
and eat the fruit of them. 22 They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not
plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect
shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth
for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with
them.
24 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they
are yet speaking, I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion
shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt
nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD."
2. Is. 66:22 "For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will
make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain.
23 And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath
to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD. 24 And they shall
go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for
their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an
abhorring unto all flesh."
Isaiah chapter 65 says that the new heavens and the new earth that God creates
will not have the voice of weeping or the voice of crying. However, we find the people
building houses and dwelling in the houses they build, we see them planting vineyards
and eating the fruit of those vineyards, and we see them having offspring. In addition, we
see in these new heavens and new earth, the wolf and the lamb feeding together. We see
the lion eating straw like the bullock and the dust being the serpent's meat. Furthermore,
those who possess the new heavens and the new earth look upon the carcasses of the
transgressors. These are hardly things that we would expect in the Glory World.
A key to our understanding of Rev. 21, verses 4 and 5, are found in the following
statements:
1. "For the former things are passed away."
2. "Behold, I make all things new."
There are several old things and several new things that are mentioned in the scriptures.
Some old things mentioned in the New Testament include: old wine, old bottles, old
garment, old man, old leaven, old testament, old things, old sins, and old serpent. Some
new things mentioned in the New Testament include: new wine, new bottles, new cloth,
new testament, new lump, new creature, new things, new man, new way, new covenant,

new heavens, new earth, new name, new Jerusalem, and new song. Please note that the
former things are passed away and are replaced by the new things.
When the old covenant passed away (Heb. 8:13 "In that he saith, A new covenant,
he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish
away) passing away with it were all the ordinances and sacrifices and curses under it.
These were replaced with something new and better in the new covenant.
"God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." According to Matt. 5:4 "Blessed
are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted." When we mourn over our sins and see
ourselves as poor, ruined, hell deserving sinners unworthy of the least of God's mercy
then God blesses us to see that Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us and so comforts us, wiping away our tears of sorrow because of our
sins.
"And there shall be no more death." According to Eph. 2:1 "And you hath he
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins." In addition, we read in Rom. 6:2
"How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?" These two verses teach us
that we are dead to the condemning effects of sin and we are alive from a state of being
dead in trespasses and sin. To the elect there can be no more death to the condemning
effects of sin and to those born of the Spirit, they can no longer be dead in trespasses and
sin.
"Neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain." The Lord told
the disciples in John 16:20 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament,
but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into
joy. 21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as
soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a
man is born into the world. 22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you." Thus, the
Lord told the disciples that they would sorrow, and cry and be pained at his death, but
that sorrow would turn unto joy. The disciples never sorrowed for lack of a Saviour
again. Thus when we sorrow feeling that we have no saviour and are blessed to hear the
truth that Jesus saved us from our sins, then we, also, no longer sorrow, cry and pain over
an unredeemed state for Jesus has given us joy that shall not be taken away.
Rev. 21:6-8
Rev. 21:6 "And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 7
He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death."
In the 1st chapter of Revelation we identified that Christ is the Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end. We also noted several things that Christ is the Alpha and
Omega of and the beginning and the end of. Alpha and Omega are the first and last
letters of the Greek alphabet in which the New Testament was originally written. While
Alpha and Omega, beginning and end have general applications, yet in the context of this

chapter it has reference to the passing of the old law covenant and the establishment of
the new covenant of grace as a form of worship. With the destruction of Jerusalem and
the temple around 70 AD the form of worship given to the children of Israel at Mt. Sinai,
even though they had perverted it, came to an end. All of the genealogical records had
been destroyed except for those in Matthew chapter 1 and Luke chapter 3. Most of he
Jews had been destroyed or taken captive and dispersed abroad and through the centuries
have lost their tribal identity, making it virtually impossible to reestablish the priesthood.
The old law covenant had passed away.
As the Alpha and Omega, beginning and end, the Lord had established and
completed the new covenant of worship from which is derived the new heavens and the
new earth and new Jerusalem.
"I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely." It
stands to reason that only living people thirst. This is true spiritually as well as naturally.
Since this lesson of the Lord pertains to giving those who thirst spiritually the "water of
life freely," then they must be alive spiritually before they can thirst spiritually. Only
Spirit born people can thirst spiritually. Giving of the fountain of the water of life is
restricted only to Spirit born people who thirst spiritually. Those who are not Spirit born
do not have spiritual life and thus cannot thirst spiritually.
Furthermore, the fountain of the water of life does not give spiritual life, for one
must have spiritual life in order to spiritually thirst after the water of life. The fountain of
the water of life satisfies the spiritual thirst of those born of the Spirit and refreshes them.
The fountain of the water of life refreshes the soul of those who "hunger and thirst after
righteousness.
A natural fountain consists of water that springs up. It gives drink to thirsting
individuals. The Lord spoke of such a fountain in John 4:14 "But whosoever drinketh of
the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall
be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life." When an individual thirsts
for a saviour and the Lord is revealed to his understanding as having saved him from his
sins, he never thirsts for a saviour after that for he has found the only Saviour that he will
ever need.
"He that overcometh shall inherit all things." This promise is similar to the
promises made to each of the seven churches of Asia in chapters 2 and 3. It is a promise
based on the one to whom it is made overcoming. In other words, if you don't overcome
you don't receive the promise. The word, inherit, literally means to possess. The promise
to the overcomer is that he will possess all things. Since this is about the timely kingdom
of God, then the overcomer will possess all things that pertain to this timely church
kingdom that God has established.
In order to possess this church kingdom there are some things that the child of
God must do in addition to those set forth in chapters 2 and 3:
1. Matt. 3:1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the
wilderness of Judaea, 2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
2. Lk. 16:16 "The law and the prophets were until John: since that time
the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it."
3. Mk. 16:16 "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned."

4. Matt. 16:24 "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me."
5. Lk. 9:23 "And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. 24 For whosoever will save
his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it."
6. Matt. 10:32 "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him
will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven."
7. Rom. 10:9 "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved."
"I will be his God, and he shall be my son." There is a relationship that is more
than simply being born of the Spirit of God. Certainly being born of the Spirit makes us
Spirit born children of God. To those who overcome, there is a closer relationship as set
forth in Matt. 5:43 "Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour,
and hate thine enemy. 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you; 45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the
unjust. 46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the
publicans the same? 47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others?
do not even the publicans so? 48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect."
The phrase, "That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven," is
peculiar. First, it is implied that he is already your Father, therefore, ye must be his
children already. The implication is that you may manifest your sonship by emulating
your Heavenly Father.
How often do you hear a father after that the son has done something good, own
him by saying, "That's my son." Let that same son do something bad and see how quiet
the father becomes. The "I will be his God, and he shall be my son" is simply God
owning us as His manifest sons.
"But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death." Can the above things
be said about any of our actions? Of course they can. However, we are not classified as
being those things as set forth in 1 Cor. 6:9 "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God."
The question is asked in Rom. 8:33 "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of
God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died,
yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession for us." Even though God's children are sometimes guilty of doing such
deeds, they are justified by the blood of Jesus Christ.

The charge against the non-elect is still valid and they have no part in God's
kingdom of heaven here on earth or in the glory world. They have their part in the lake
of fire as set forth in chapter 20.
Rev. 21:9
Rev. 21:9 "And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven
vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will show
thee the bride, the Lamb's wife."
Again, we point out that the use of the term angels in the book of Revelation has
reference to messengers. Gospel ministers are messengers to the churches and there were
seven angels of the seven churches of Asia. We are given no reason to think that the
seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues were any different
from the angels of the seven churches. The purpose of an angel is to bear the message of
God. One of the grand themes of the gospel ministry is to show to God's people the
"bride, the Lamb's wife." The rest of Chapter 21 does that very thing. It shows to the
Lord's people characteristics of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Ezekiel was told to show the house to the house of Israel: Ezek. 43:10 "Thou son
of man, show the house to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their
iniquities: and let them measure the pattern." In 1 Tim. 3:15 the church of God is said to
be the house of God: "But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and
ground of the truth." The pattern of the church is set forth for us in Rev. 21:10-27. It is
that pattern we will be examining in the next few installments.
Rev. 21:10
Rev. 21:10 "And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God."
The phrase "high mountain" is used to denote kingdoms:
1. Is. 13:1 "The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did see.
2 Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain, exalt the voice unto them, shake the hand,
that they may go into the gates of the nobles."
2. Is. 40:9 "O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it
up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!"
3. Is. 57:7 "Upon a lofty and high mountain hast thou set thy bed: even
thither wentest thou up to offer sacrifice."
4. Jere. 3:6 "The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king,
Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high
mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot."
5. Ezek. 17:22 "Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest
branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the top of his young twigs a
tender one, and will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent: 23 In the mountain of

the height of Israel will I plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a
goodly cedar: and under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the
branches thereof shall they dwell."
6. Matt. 4:8 "Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high
mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;"
7. Matt. 17:1 "And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his
brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 2 And was transfigured before
them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 3 And,
behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him."
8. Ps. 48:1 "Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our
God, in the mountain of his holiness. 2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth,
is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King."
9. Jere. 31:23 "Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet
they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall bring
again their captivity; The LORD bless thee, O habitation of justice, and mountain of
holiness."
In Ref. 1 the kingdom of Babylon is compared to a high mountain. In Ref. 2
Zion, the kingdom of God, is compared to a high mountain. In Ref. 3 Babylon is said to
be a lofty and high mountain. In Ref. 4 Israel is said to play the harlot with the kingdoms
about her which are called high mountains. In Ref. 5, a prophecy is made of a kingdom
to be planted upon the top of the high mountain called Israel. In Ref. 6 Satan promised
the kingdoms of the world from an exceeding high mountain, thus maintaining the
biblical pattern of associating "high mountains" with "kingdoms." In Ref. 7 Jesus is
transfigured upon a high mountain. By implication this high mountain would be the
Kingdom of God. In Ref. 8 Mount Zion is compared to the mountain of God's holiness.
Mt. Zion is a figure of the Kingdom of God. In Ref. 9, a prophecy is made of the
establishment of the Kingdom of God, comparing it to a mountain of holiness. Thus the
great and high mountain in Rev. 21:10 is the Kingdom of God for it is the greatest of all
kingdoms and unlike the kingdoms of men, it comes down from God from which it
originated.
That "great city, the holy Jerusalem" is established in the "great high mountain" of
the Kingdom of God. Psalms 48:1, 2 shows forth the relationship between the kingdom
of God and the city of the great King. As we have previously established, the holy
Jerusalem is the Lord's church. She is indeed beautiful for situation and is indeed the joy
of the whole earth.
Rev. 21:11
Rev. 21:11 "Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;"
How different is the Lord's bride or church from the religious organizations of the
world. The religious organizations of the world have their own glory. They teach for
doctrines the commandments of men. Their praise is in the efforts of men. Their means
are based on the works of men. They glory in the organizations and institutions of men.

Contrariwise, the Lord's church has no righteousness of her own, but is clothed in
the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ:
1. 2 Cor. 5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him."
2. Rom. 5:17 "For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much
more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign
in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon
all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all
men unto justification of life."
3. Rom. 10:3 "For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going
about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth."
4. 1 Cor. 1:30 "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:"
5. Phil. 3:9 "And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which
is of God by faith:"
6. Rev. 19:8 "And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine
linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints."
Furthermore, the true gospel of Jesus Christ, preached by his ministers in the true
church gives all the glory of eternal salvation to God and the people who worship therein
give all the glory to God:
1. 1 Cor. 1:31 "That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him
glory in the Lord."
2. 2 Cor. 4:15 "For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace
might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God."
3. Gal. 6:14 "But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world."
4. Eph. 1:6 "To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made
us accepted in the beloved."
5. Eph. 1:14 "Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption
of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory."
6. Eph. 3:21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout
all ages, world without end. Amen.
7. Rev. 4:8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him;
and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 9 And when those beasts
give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and
ever, 10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and
worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,
11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created."
8. Rev. 5:12 "Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and
blessing. 13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth,

and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour,
and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for
ever and ever. 14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell
down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever."
9. Rev. 7:9 "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 10 And
cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb. 11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders
and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 12
Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and
power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen."
10. Ps. 115:1 "Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give
glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake."
"And her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear
as crystal." Previously we examined the jasper and the sardine stones. These were the
first and the last stones in the breastplate of the high priest. They both were red in color.
The sardine stone was blood red, whereas, the jasper stone was fire red. Fire is
associated in the scripture with the judgment of God. Of course, the judgment of God,
because of the sins of the elect, resulted in the blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Judgment
of their sins was satisfied by His blood atonement. Rom. 8:33 "Who shall lay any thing
to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 "Who is he that condemneth? It is
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who
also maketh intercession for us." Eternal judgment for sin is complete and over for God's
elect. The church shines forth as a beacon showing forth the finished work of Jesus
Christ who redeemed us from our sins. The Lord told her to "Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven." The light of God's eternal judgment shines forth and is manifested in the good
works of God's elect to his name's praise, honor, and glory.
Rev. 21:12-14
Rev. 21:12 "And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates
twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the
children of Israel: 13 On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three
gates; and on the west three gates. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations,
and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb."
During biblical days, the walls of a city were built for protection. They served as
an obstacle against invading armies. If the city was built on the side of a hill or mountain
and then had high walls, the enemy was at a great disadvantage in trying to gain access to
the city and overthrowing it. The higher and thicker the walls, the greater protection they
provided. The following verses show the utility of walls as means of protection for the
city:
1. 2 Sam. 11:20 "And if so be that the king's wrath arise, and he
say unto thee, Wherefore approached ye so nigh unto the city when ye did fight?

knew ye not that they would shoot from the wall? 21 Who smote Abimelech the
son of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman cast a piece of a millstone upon him from
the wall, that he died in Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? then say thou, Thy
servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also."
2. 2 Sam. 20:15 "And they came and besieged him in Abel of
Bethmaachah, and they cast up a bank against the city, and it stood in the
trench: and all the people that were with Joab battered the wall, to throw it down."
3. 2 Chr. 26:6 "And he went forth and warred against the
Philistines, and brake down the wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall
of Ashdod, and built cities about Ashdod, and among the Philistines."
4. Neh. 1:3 "And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of
the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall of
Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire."
The gates of the city had two main functions. They were a point of entry
and exit to the city and by them access to the city was controlled. The second
function of the gate is that it served as the place of city government and of official
business transactions. The following verses show forth this second function:
1. Gen. 23:10 "And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth: and
Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the audience of the children of Heth,
even of all that went in at the gate of his city, saying, 11 Nay, my lord, hear me:
the field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it thee; in the presence of
the sons of my people give I it thee: bury thy dead."
Gen. 23:17 "And the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which was
before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all the trees that
were in the field, that were in all the borders round about, were made sure 18
Unto Abraham for a possession in the presence of the children of Heth, before all
that went in at the gate of his city."
2. Gen. 34:20 "And Hamor and Shechem his son came unto the
gate of their city, and communed with the men of their city, saying, 21 These men
are peaceable with us; therefore let them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for
the land, behold, it is large enough for them; let us take their daughters to us for
wives, and let us give them our daughters. 22 Only herein will the men consent
unto us for to dwell with us, to be one people, if every male among us be
circumcised, as they are circumcised. 23 Shall not their cattle and their
substance and every beast of theirs be ours? only let us consent unto them, and
they will dwell with us. 24 And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son hearkened
all that went out of the gate of his city; and every male was circumcised, all that
went out of the gate of his city."
3. Deu. 21:19 "Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on
him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place;
20 And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and
rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard. 21 And all
the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil
away from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear."
4. Deu. 22:15 "Then shall the father of the damsel, and her mother,
take and bring forth the tokens of the damsel's virginity unto the elders of the city

in the gate: 16 And the damsel's father shall say unto the elders, I gave my
daughter unto this man to wife, and he hateth her; 17 And, lo, he hath given
occasions of speech against her, saying, I found not thy daughter a maid; and yet
these are the tokens of my daughter's virginity. And they shall spread the cloth
before the elders of the city. 18 And the elders of that city shall take that man and
chastise him; 19 And they shall amerce him in an hundred shekels of silver, and
give them unto the father of the damsel, because he hath brought up an evil
name upon a virgin of Israel: and she shall be his wife; he may not put her away
all his days."
5. Deu. 22:24 "Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of
that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because
she cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his
neighbour's wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you."
6. Deu. 25:7 "And if the man like not to take his brother's wife, then
let his brother's wife go up to the gate unto the elders, and say, My husband's
brother refuseth to raise up unto his brother a name in Israel, he will not perform
the duty of my husband's brother. 8 Then the elders of his city shall call him, and
speak unto him: and if he stand to it, and say, I like not to take her; 9 Then shall
his brother's wife come unto him in the presence of the elders, and loose his
shoe from off his foot, and spit in his face, and shall answer and say, So shall it
be done unto that man that will not build up his brother's house."
7. Josh 20:4 "And when he that doth flee unto one of those cities
shall stand at the entering of the gate of the city, and shall declare his cause in
the ears of the elders of that city, they shall take him into the city unto them, and
give him a place, that he may dwell among them. 5 And if the avenger of blood
pursue after him, then they shall not deliver the slayer up into his hand; because
he smote his neighbour unwittingly, and hated him not beforetime."
8. Ruth 4:1 "Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down
there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he
said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat
down. 2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here.
And they sat down. 3 And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again
out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our brother
Elimelech's: 4 And I thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the
inhabitants, and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it:
but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to
redeem it beside thee; and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it."
9. Ruth 4:11 "And all the people that were in the gate, and the
elders, said, We are witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into
thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel:
and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem: 12 And let thy
house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed
which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman. 13 So Boaz took Ruth, and
she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception,
and she bare a son."
"And had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon,

which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel." There is a similar
passage in the book of Ezekiel: Ezek. 48:31 "And the gates of the city shall be after
the names of the tribes of Israel: three gates northward; one gate of Reuben, one
gate of Judah, one gate of Levi. 32 And at the east side four thousand and five
hundred: and three gates; and one gate of Joseph, one gate of Benjamin, one
gate of Dan. 33 And at the south side four thousand and five hundred measures:
and three gates; one gate of Simeon, one gate of Issachar, one gate of Zebulun.
34 At the west side four thousand and five hundred, with their three gates; one
gate of Gad, one gate of Asher, one gate of Naphtali. 35 It was round about
eighteen thousand measures: and the name of the city from that day shall be,
The LORD is there."
Each gate had a name of a tribe of Israel so that there being twelve tribes
of Israel, there were twelve gates. We would expect that each tribe would enter
the gate with that tribe's name. We would not expect someone to enter by
another tribe's name.
Twelve is a representative number and, both in Ezek. 48:31-35 and in the
12 stones on the breastplate of the high priest, was used to represent the twelve
tribes of Israel. Thus, not just the twelve sons of Israel were represented, but all
the descendants of those twelve sons were represented also. Thus, all Israel
was represented. Therefore, in Ezekiel chapter 48 if you were not a part of the
twelve tribes of Israel you did not have lawful access or entry to the city. Entry
was therefore restricted to the children of Israel.
Rev. 21:12 is not considering the twelve tribes of natural Israel, but points
us to the spiritual Israel of God. Entry to the city (church) is restricted to only
those who compose spiritual Israel, i.e., are born of the Spirit of God as the Lord
said in John 3:3 "Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" and in
John 3:5 "Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." Only those
born of the Spirit have the capability of entering into the church "kingdom of
God."
"And at the gates twelve angels" Once again we point out that the word angel
means messenger. There was a messenger at each gate. The church has gospel
messengers who preach the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ. They point the Lord's
born again people to what they need to do to enter into the Lord's church here in time:
1. We have already noted that one must be born again in order to enter the
kingdom of God. This is God's work and he does it at his appointed time, without the
means or help of man.
2. John the Baptist said in Matt. 3:1 "Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand," and the Lord said in Matt. 4:17 "Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand." John also said, "Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance." Thus,
repentance is necessary to gain entrance to the city.
3. One must hear and believe the gospel before he can gain entrance to the
church:
A. Lk. 16:16 "The law and the prophets were until John: since that
time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it."

B. Rom. 10:13 "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved. 14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?
and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear
without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written,
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings
of good things!"
C. Mk. 16:15 "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned."
4. Once must also confess the Lord in order to gain access to the
church:
A. Acts 8:36 "And as they went on their way, they came
unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder
me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
B. Rom. 10:9 "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved."
C. Lk. 12:8 "Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess
me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of
God:"
5. One must be baptized in water in order to enter the church:
A. Mk. 16:16 "He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned."
B. Acts 2: 38 "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you,
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our
God shall call. 40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying,
Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 41 Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them
about three thousand souls."
C. Acts 8:12 "But when they believed Philip preaching the
things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women."
D. Acts 9:18 "And immediately there fell from his eyes as it
had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized."
"And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb." The church (the wall) is founded on the work of the
apostles of Jesus Christ: Eph. 2:19 "Now therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an
holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of
God through the Spirit." The Lord used the apostles and prophets to lay the foundation
on which the church is built upon.

From the above we know what we are built upon. However, this also teaches us
that we are not only built upon a foundation, but that we are also built up as a wall.
Remember the wall is the protection for the city and the higher and thicker it is the more
protection it provides for the city. The wall consists of the Lord's obedient disciples.
According to Col. 2:7 we are to be "rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith,
as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving." The stronger each
member is, the stronger the whole wall is.
Rev. 21:15-17
Rev. 21:15 "And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city,
and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. 16 And the city lieth foursquare, and the
length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand
furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. 17 And he measured
the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man,
that is, of the angel."
Your attention is invited to our previous discussion in chapter 11 about the reed:
11:1 "And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise,
and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein." We
concluded that the measuring reed by which we are to measure things is the scripture and
it is a perfect measuring instrument. The above things to be measured are the city, the
gates, and the wall of the city.
We are told that the city lieth foursquare, with the length as large as the breath.
There are several things in the scripture that are described as being foursquare:
1. Ex. 27:1 "And thou shalt make an altar of shittim wood, five
cubits long, and five cubits broad; the altar shall be foursquare: and the height
thereof shall be three cubits."
2. Ex. 28:16 "Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span shall be
the length thereof, and a span shall be the breadth thereof."
3. Ex. 30:2 "A cubit shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the
breadth thereof; foursquare shall it be: and two cubits shall be the height thereof:
the horns thereof shall be of the same."
4. Ex. 37:25 "And he made the incense altar of shittim wood: the
length of it was a cubit, and the breadth of it a cubit; it was foursquare; and two
cubits was the height of it; the horns thereof were of the same."
5. Ex. 38:1 "And he made the altar of burnt offering of shittim
wood: five cubits was the length thereof, and five cubits the breadth thereof; it
was foursquare; and three cubits the height thereof."
6. Ex. 39:9 "It was foursquare; they made the breastplate double: a
span was the length thereof, and a span the breadth thereof, being doubled."
7. Ezek. 40:47 "So he measured the court, an hundred cubits long,
and an hundred cubits broad, foursquare; and the altar that was before the
house."
8. Ezek. 48:20 "All the oblation shall be five and twenty thousand
by five and twenty thousand: ye shall offer the holy oblation foursquare, with the

possession of the city."
9. Rev. 21:16 "And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as
large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand
furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal."
One thing that all of the above share is that there was an object in the
middle and the container of that object was foursquare about the object. In
Examples #1 and #5, the object is the sacrifice, and the container is the brazen
altar which is foursquare. In Examples #2 and #6 the object is the twelve stones
with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, representing the entirety of Israel,
and the container is the breastplate of judgment which is foursquare.
In Example #3 the object is the prayers of the saints (see Rev. chapter 8)
and the container is the incense altar which is foursquare.
In Example #7 the people is the object and the container is the court which
is foursquare.
In Example #8 the holy oblation is the object with the land on which it is
offered being the container which is foursquare.
Example #9 which is our subject would have as its object the people within
the city. The border of the city, which surrounds the people of the city, is the
container which is foursquare.
That which is foursquare implies perfection in building. It is extremely rare
if not impossible that a building can be built by man that is so exact as to have its
outside measurements exactly the same and the angles of the square to be
exactly 90 degrees. Yet that which is foursquare implies such perfection. There
is a covenant set forth in the scriptures that has as its object the elect family of
God. Surrounding the elect family of God are four actions of God that are exact
in measurement. This covenant is set forth for us in Rom. 8:29-30: "For whom
he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he
did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified:
and whom he justified, them he also glorified." Please note that the people that
God foreknew or chose before the foundation of the world are surrounded by four
actions of God. They are predestinated, called, justified, and glorified by God.
The dimensions are exactly the same. The exact same ones that are
predestinated are also called and are also justified and are also glorified by God.
There is neither addition or subtraction of a single one. This is a perfect
measurement. Thus, the city lies foursquare and the length is as large as the
breath. All four measurements are equal in length.
"He measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs." Your attention is
invited back to chapter 7 where we identified the number "twelve thousand." The number
twelve thousand is associated with an army. The inhabitants of the city (church) make up
the militant army of God. The militant army of God is housed in the city (visible church)
of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the army that follows the Lamb upon white horses. The
other part of the measurement of the city is depicted by the term "furlongs." A furlong is
a race course. Each of the "twelve thousand" depicting the army of God has a race to run:
Heb. 12:1 "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let

us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." As the army of God
and as those who make up the bride, the Lamb's wife, we are to run the race of faith with
patience, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.
"And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits,
according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel." According to Ephesians chapter
2 God's people are the building of the city and thus of the wall. The wall is measure as an
hundred and forty and four cubits. The number "hundred and forty and four" invites us
back to the use of that number in Rev. 7:4; 14:1; and 14:3. In those previous instances
the one hundred and forty and four were pointing us to the elect family of God. Thus
God's people form the wall of the city. This measure is proclaimed to us thru the
preaching of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. The preacher is the "angel" or
messenger to the church.
Rev. 21:18-21
Rev. 21:18 "And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure
gold, like unto clear glass. 19 And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished
with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire;
the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius;
the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the
eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls:
every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were
transparent glass."
"And the building of the wall of it was of jasper." As we previously noted in
verse 11, the jasper stone speaks to us of God's eternal justice. Those who make up the
wall of the city (God's elect) have been eternal judged by the sacrificial atonement of
Jesus Christ (our High Priest) at the cross and according to God's eternal covenant of
redemption as set forth in Rom. 8:29, 30. Now there is no charge that can be made to
God's elect for it is God that justifieth. The wall of the city is made up of redeemed
people who have been made pure by the blood of Christ.
"And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of
precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a
chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh,
chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a
jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst." If there is a significance to each of the different types
of stones that the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with I have not yet
discovered it. However, we can take note that each of the stones was precious and each
was unique from the other. We know there were twelve foundations of the wall of the
city and we were previously informed that the names of the twelve apostles were
inscribed in those twelve foundations. We also know that the church is built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone.
Each of the stones was precious. What made the apostles precious and what
makes God's people precious is not what is found naturally in our flesh as Paul stated, "I

know that in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing." What made the apostles
precious and what makes us precious is that Christ has redeemed us and has imputed his
righteousness unto us. According to 2 Cor. 5:21, "For he hath made him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him." This imputed
righteousness gives the great value to each of the elect, who are called stones (1 Pet. 2:5).
While all the stones are precious, yet each is unique. We are all different or
unique. We are not clones of one another. According to 1 Cor. 15:41 "There is one glory
of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star
differeth from another star in glory." God's people are compared to stars. The Lord has
told us that one star differs from another star in glory. We are unique in our personality,
looks, and character here on earth. We are unique in our personality and character in the
church. We will also be unique in our looks, personality and character in glory.
"And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl."
The Lord spoke a parable in Matt. 13:45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a
merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great
price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it." The kingdom of heaven is that one
pearl of great price. Each local church of the Lord Jesus Christ bears the substance of
that one pearl of great price. Each one preaches the same gospel, has the same order and
government that her head has given her, and worships in the same way as the Lord has
prescribed.
"And the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass." The street
is a place of concourse. Gold is the metal of kings. We are to walk by faith and not by
sight. The scriptures speak of a King's highway:
1. Num. 20:17 Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy country: we will not
pass through the fields, or through the vineyards, neither will we drink of the water of the
wells: we will go by the king's high way, we will not turn to the right hand nor to the left,
until we have passed thy borders. 18 And Edom said unto him, Thou shalt not pass by
me, lest I come out against thee with the sword. 19 And the children of Israel said unto
him, We will go by the high way: and if I and my cattle drink of thy water, then I will pay
for it: I will only, without doing any thing else, go through on my feet."
2. Num. 21:22 "Let me pass through thy land: we will not turn into the
fields, or into the vineyards; we will not drink of the waters of the well: but we will go
along by the king's high way, until we be past thy borders."
3. Deu. 2:27 "Let me pass through thy land: I will go along by the high
way, I will neither turn unto the right hand nor to the left. 28 Thou shalt sell me meat for
money, that I may eat; and give me water for money, that I may drink: only I will pass
through on my feet."
4. Is. 35:8 "And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be
called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 9 No lion shall be there, nor any
ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall
walk there: 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs
and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away."
From the above we gather that this King's highway belongs to a King. Also
according to Rev. 1:6 the Lord's people have been made Kings and Priests unto God.

Thus the travelers upon this highway or street are themselves kings. They are traveling
the highway of holiness in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.
While our travel in this life is not always what it should be, yet the Way that the
Lord has set before us is pure gold. The way is a perfect way, and we should "press
towards the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
Rev. 21:22
Rev. 21:22 "And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb are the temple of it."
Please remember that the angel was showing John, the "bride, the Lamb's wife"
which is the church. Elsewhere in the scriptures, we see the church itself referred to as
the temple of God:
1. 1 Cor. 3:16 "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are."
2. 1 Cor. 6:19 "What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye
are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God's."
3. 2 Cor. 6:16 "And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk
in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people."
4. Eph. 2:21 "In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto
an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of
God through the Spirit."
Other verses of scripture speak of Christ being the temple of God: John 2:19 Jesus
answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 20
Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it
up in three days? 21 But he spake of the temple of his body."
A temple is defined as "naos, nah-os'; from a prim. naio (to dwell); a fane, shrine,
temple:--shrine, temple." Thus, the temple is a holy place of worship and dwelling.
According to the above, both Christ and the church are both temples. Since both are
dwelling places, then do we find verses that show forth Christ dwelling in the church and
the church dwelling in Christ? Yes, as set forth in the following verses:
1. 1 Cor. 3:16 "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?"
2. 2 Cor. 6:16 "And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk
in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people."
3. 1 John 3:24 "And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him,
and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath
given us."

4. 1 John 4:12 "No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one
another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13 Hereby know we that we
dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit."
5. 1 John 4:15 "Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that
God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in
him."
The above scriptures certainly prove that the church dwells in God and God
dwells in the church. Thus, the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb dwell in the church,
and the church dwells in the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb. Therefore, the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of the church. We dwell in Him and He dwells in
us in love, and righteousness, and belief.
Rev. 21:23
Rev. 21:23 "And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in
it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof."
Since this city is not a natural city, but a spiritual city, designed to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, there is no need for the natural light of the sun and the moon to shine
in this city. Jesus said, "I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk
in darkness, but shall have the light of life" (John 8:12). We read about Jesus in John 1:4
"In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shineth in darkness;
and the darkness comprehended it not. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. 7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men
through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that
Light. 9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world."
We gather the following from the above:
1. It is the eternal life of Jesus Christ that is the light of men.
2. The "all men" are the "all men" of the "elect world."
3. The "world" to which every man cometh into is a spiritual world and
not a natural world.
4. The light that those men have is the result of Christ, the "true Light"
lighting them.
God causes his light to shine not only in this city, but also in the hearts of the
citizens of this city: 2 Cor. 4:6 "For God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ." Notice that Jesus Christ is in our hearts when God gives the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God to us in our hearts.
Jesus is said to be "great light:" Matt. 4:16 "The people which sat in darkness saw
great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up."
Furthermore, Jesus has sent the light of the gospel to give us knowledge of life and
immortality and to guide us into all truth.
Not only is the natural light of the sun and moon not needed in this city, but the
light of the old law service is also not needed in this city, as our Lamb hath fulfilled the
law to a jot and a tittle and hath made us righteous through his shed bled.

Rev. 21:24-27
Rev. 21:24 "And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it:
and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 25 And the gates of it
shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 26 And they shall bring
the glory and honour of the nations into it. 27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they
which are written in the Lamb's book of life."
"And the nations of them which are saved." These are not nations such as United
States and Canada and Mexico. These nations have each been given a government and
laws by their head. These nations are each local church of the Lord Jesus Christ. First,
they are saved from the condemnation and bondage of sin by the shed blood of Jesus
Christ and the quickening power of the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, they are saved from
ignorance through the gospel of Jesus Christ. They are saved from going about to
establish their own righteousness and they are saved from false worship and false
religious systems.
"Shall walk in the light of it." The light in which they are walking is the glory of
God and the light of the Lamb. It is by the light of the glory of God and the light of the
Lamb that we are able to see the Kingdom of God and to press into it. It is also by that
light that we are able to serve God and worship him in Spirit and in truth.
"And the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it." The "kings of
the earth" are the kings mentioned in Rev. 1:5 "Unto him that loved us, and washed us
from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his
Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." We have been made
kings unto God and have been given the privilege of reigning in life by one, Jesus Christ.
We do not have any glory of our own. We are made glorious by the shed blood of Jesus
Christ who according to 2 Cor. 5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him." In the new birth, God
imputed the righteousness of Jesus Christ unto us. Any good thing or good works that we
do, we do as the result of having been "created in Christ Jesus unto good works." Our
resurrection and change to be fashioned like the glorious body of Jesus Christ will be
totally by the power of God. Any good thing we do, we do through the knowledge that
God has given us in his word (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). Thus any glory and honour that we bring
into the church we do by the leadership and working of the Holy Spirit and to God
belongs all the praise and glory.
"And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night
there." Obviously, this is a spiritual view of the church. While we walk in the Spirit we
have the light of God and the Lamb. We also have the light of God's word, which is a
"lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path." These lamps never go out. We may shut
our eyes, or go to sleep, or walk out of the church into darkness, but God's lamp is
forever burning within His church. Furthermore, the gates of the church are ever open to
God's seeking, asking, and knocking people that they may enter into the church of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
"And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it." The Lord's
Church is composed of all the local churches. The glory and honour of the local churches

is the glory and honour that the Lord gives them. The Lord is praised and honoured in
their worship and in their service to him. They are ever pointing to the Lord and not to
themselves.
"And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of
life." Were these at one time, defiled? Or, did they at one time work abomination? Have
they at one time made a lie? The answer is yes, but we read in 1 Cor. 6:11 "And such
were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." In addition, we read in Rom. 8:33
"Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth." Our
standing before God is in the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. There is no charge
that can be laid against us. The only ones who can enter into the Lord's church are those
who were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world and whose name's were
written in the Lamb's book of life before the foundation of the world.

Rev. 22:1
Rev. 22:1 "And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb."
Many things are presented to us with the river or rivers in the scriptures. In Gen.
Chapter 2, there is a river, which went out of Eden and watered the garden and from
thence, it was parted into four heads. This was not a normal river in that instead of
streams flowing into this river, it was parted and streams were flowing out of this river.
Similarly in Psalms 46 we read of a river that the streams whereof make glad the city of
God. Additionally we read of a river in Ezekiel 47 of waters that issued out from under
the threshold that swelled into a great river that could not be crossed. Many things have
been compared to rivers such as God's love, his grace, the working of the Holy Spirit and
the word of God. There are several things that are said in Rev. 22:1 that lead us to the
conclusion that the "pure river of water of life" is the word of God.
First, we note the rivers purity. According to Psalms 12:6 "The words of the
LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times." As the
word of God is compared to silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times, this
teaches us that God's word is completely (seven times) pure and verse 7 teaches us that
God preserves in that pure state: 7 "Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve
them from this generation for ever."
Second, we note where the river comes from. It comes from the throne of God
and of the Lamb. This is in harmony with 2 Tim. 3:16 "All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works." Thus, the scriptures flow from the throne of God and of
the Lamb being inspired of God.
Third, we note that the river is clear as crystal. The word, clear, is translated from
the Greek word, lampros meaning: "radiant; by anal. limpid; fig. magnificent or
sumptuous (in appearance):--bright, clear, gay, goodly, gorgeous, white." Countless
millions of God's people have through the reading and study of God's word been
delighted in the beautiful or gorgeous word pictures of Jesus and his church. Just as the
gorgeous crystal that manifest its brilliance so the scriptures manifest the brilliance of
Jesus Christ and his bride who He made brilliant through his atoning sacrifice.
Fourth, we note the nature of the water of this river. It is called the "water of
life." Water does not give life, but it nourishes, sustains and refreshes life. Water will
cause dead things to rot or fossilize. At the same time, water nourishes the living. Water
sustains the strength of the living. Water also refreshes the living that are thirsty.
Similarly, the word of God nourishes the soul and spirit of God's spiritually born people.
It sustains the strength of their faith and spiritually refreshes the soul and spirit of the
children of God.
In summary, God has caused to flow from his throne, his word as a river to
manifest the brilliance of Jesus Christ and his bride and to nourish, sustain, and refresh
the souls and spirits of his elect people.

Rev. 22:2

Rev. 22:2 "In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there
the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month:
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations."
We all know that trees can grow in many different locations and that different
types of trees can grow even in arid conditions. However, the mighty and most fruitful
trees grow by the rivers of water. Psalm 1 compares a blessed man to a tree planted by
the rivers of water that brought forth his fruit in his season. In addition, the leaves of this
tree did not wither. A river provides a most fertile and nourishing environment for a tree
that enables the tree to bear much fruit, to grow tall, and to prosper with a long growing
season.
The biggest question in verse 2 seems to be the identity of the "tree of life."
Many think this tree to be Christ and use the tree of life in Genesis chapters 2 and 3 as
proof text. I fully concur that the "tree of life" in Genesis chapters 2 and 3 is a symbol of
Christ. However, there are several things in the scripture that are said to be a tree of life:
1. Gen. 2:9 "And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every
tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the
garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil."
2. Gen. 3:22 "And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one
of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree
of life, and eat, and live for ever:"
3. Gen. 3:24 "So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the
garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the
way of the tree of life."
4. Prov. 3:18 "She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and
happy is every one that retaineth her."
5. Prov. 11:30 "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that
winneth souls is wise."
6. Prov. 13:12 "Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire
cometh, it is a tree of life."
7. Prov. 15:4 "A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness
therein is a breach in the spirit."
8. Rev. 2:7 "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
midst of the paradise of God."
Not only is the Lord referred to as a "tree of life," but we also find wisdom, the
fruit of the righteous, the desire of hope, and the wholesome tongue compared to a "tree
of life."
In the subject verse above, the tree of life is of the feminine gender (her).
Nowhere in the scripture is Christ referred to in the feminine gender, but always in the
masculine gender. In contrast, the church is always referred to in the feminine gender.
The church receives her nourishment, strength, and refreshment from the word of
God, i.e., the river of water of life and subsequently bears fruit to the praise and glory of
God's name. Twelve is a representative number and is used to represent the people of
God. The Lord said to the disciples, "herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much

fruit." When the Lord's people in his church bear fruit, then they are letting their light so
shine that others may see their good works and glorify God.
There are also twelve spiritual fruits mentioned in the word of God:
1. Gal. 5:22 "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law."
2. Rom. 6:22 "But now being made free from sin, and become servants to
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life."
3. Heb. 12:11 "Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous,
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto
them which are exercised thereby."
4. Heb. 13:15 "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name."
The fact that the church yields her fruit every month teaches us that serving the
Lord is not a part time endeavor, nor a convenience endeavor, but we are to be
continuously bearing fruit to the honor and glory of God.
"Leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations." The Greek word
translated "healing" is "therapeia." This Greek word appears four times in the New
Testament. Twice it is translated "household." The meaning here is not of physical
healing, but indicates bringing about the spiritual well-being of the household of God.
The worship service, prayers, and ordinances of the church promote the spiritual wellbeing of the household of God and is the "therapeia" to the individual members of the
church who collectively make up the church.

Rev. 22:3-5
Rev. 22:3 "And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4 And they shall see his face; and
his name shall be in their foreheads. 5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign
for ever and ever."
"And there shall be no more curse." According to Gal. 3:10 we were all under the
curse of the law: "For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is
written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book
of the law to do them." Certainly, no man had continued in all things, which are written
in the book of the law. Thanks be to God that he delivered us from the curse of the law
as stated in Gal. 3:13: "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree." Thus, the curse
is forever removed from the elect. Rom. 8 speaks of it as a charge that can no longer be
levied against the elect: 33 "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is
God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us."
When Satan tried to levy a charge against Moses, the Lord rebuked him: Jude 9 "Yet
Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of
Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee."
This is consistent with Satan being cast down from the Old Law Heaven: Rev. 12:10

"And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast
down, which accused them before our God day and night." Therefore, there is no more
curse against the elect.
"But the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve
him." Chapter 22 carries over from the theme of Chapter 21 describing the "new heaven"
and the "new earth." We have previously shown that this "new heaven" and "new earth"
is the Kingdom of heaven that we have today. The connection between the throne of God
and the Lamb speaks to us of the throne of God's judgment or "Judgment throne" and the
"Lamb of God" who delivered us in the midst of God's judgment and took away the sins
of the elect world. We, having been bought by the precious blood of Christ, are not our
known, but we reckon ourselves to be the rightful servants of Christ and, therefore, we
desire to serve him who has redeemed us from the curse of the law.
"And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads." There are
times that God hides his face when he is displeased with his servants:
1. Mic. 3:4 "Then shall they cry unto the LORD, but he will not hear
them: he will even hide his face from them at that time, as they have behaved themselves
ill in their doings."
2. Job 34:29 "When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble? and
when he hideth his face, who then can behold him? whether it be done against a nation,
or against a man only:"
3. Psa 10:11 "He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: he hideth his
face; he will never see it."
4. Isa 8:17 "And I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the
house of Jacob, and I will look for him."
When God is pleased with his people he causes His face to shine upon them:
1. Num. 6:25 "The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious
unto thee:"
2. 1 Chr. 16:11 "Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face
continually."
3. Ps. 67:1 "God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to
shine upon us; Selah."
4. Ps. 105:4 "Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore."
The name on the forehead is used as an identifying mark whether good or bad:
1. Rev. 17:5 "And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF
THE EARTH."
2. Rev. 14:1 "And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and
with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their
foreheads."
God's children in His kingdom have identified with the Lord, his redemption, and
his service. They honor him as their King, Priest, and Prophet. He is foremost in their
thoughts.

"And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the
sun; for the Lord God giveth them light." Night is associated with darkness: Gen. 1:4
"And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.
5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and
the morning were the first day." Darkness is frequently associated with the judgment of
sin:
1. Gen. 15:12 "And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon
Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him."
2. Ex. 10:21 "And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand
toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which
may be felt. 22 And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick
darkness in all the land of Egypt three days:"
3. Job 10:21 "Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of
darkness and the shadow of death; 22 A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the
shadow of death, without any order, and where the light is as darkness."
4. Ps. 107:10 "Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being
bound in affliction and iron;"
5. Matt. 27:45 "Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the
land unto the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice,
saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?"
For God's people the judgment of sin (darkness) is past. The light now shineth. 2
Cor. 4:6 "For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
Our light comes from God and often shines through the gospel unto us: 2 Tim. 1:9
"Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began, 10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel:"
The darkness of God's judgment for sin (night) is past for the elect. The light of
the gospel now shines to direct them in the kingdom of God.
"And they shall reign for ever and ever." God's people in his kingdom reign with
Christ now and they shall continue to reign with him through all of eternity.
Rev. 22:6, 7
Rev. 22:6 "And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord
God of the holy prophets sent his angel to show unto his servants the things which must
shortly be done. 7 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the
prophecy of this book."
The same God who moved the holy prophets of the Old Testament to write also
moved upon the Apostles and Prophets of the New Testament to write. Thus, "All
scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for

correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works."
The things that are set forth in the book of Revelation came to fruition and
manifestation in a very short period of time. I know of nothing unfulfilled in the
scriptures except for the resurrection of the dead and the events leading up to the
resurrection.
Obviously since the things revealed unto John were to show God's servants things
which must shortly be done, then they are for his servants and beneficial in their service
to God. Too many of God's people fail to realize the profitability of reading, studying,
and applying the scriptures to their lives. God has promised that we are blessed in
keeping the sayings of the prophecy of this book. That should be reason enough for us to
search and apply the scriptures.
Rev. 22:8, 9
Rev. 22:8 "And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard
and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which showed me these
things. 9 Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy
brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God."
It is in our fleshly nature to worship and serve the creature more than the Creator.
When someone is blessed of God, we are prone to give credit and honor to the man rather
than to God. How many times have we seen those who hear them idolize preachers, who
were blessed to preach in power and demonstration of Spirit. The scriptures say "Thou
shalt have no other gods before me."
The angel refused to receive the worship of the Apostle. That should teach every
one of God's ministers that we are to refuse the worship of men and rebuke them when
they begin to worship us. We have examples of others who refused the worship and
exaltation of men:
1. Acts 10:25 "And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell
down at his feet, and worshipped him. 26 But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I
myself also am a man."
2. Acts 14:11 "And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted
up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the
likeness of men. 12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he
was the chief speaker. 13 Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their city, brought
oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the people. 14
Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in
among the people, crying out, 15 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are
men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these
vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things
that are therein: 16 Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways. 17
Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain
from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness. 18 And with
these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that they had not done sacrifice unto
them."

Peter, Paul, and Barnabas refused the worship of men. The angel refused the
worship of the Apostle John. We should both refuse to worship man or to receive the
worship of men.
In harmony with this the Lord warned about giving glorifying titles to men and to
receiving glorifying titles from men: Matt. 23:8 "But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is
your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. 9 And call no man your father upon the
earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 10 Neither be ye called masters: for one
is your Master, even Christ. 11 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.
12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself
shall be exalted." Today we see multitudes of worldly ministers who either call
themselves by the very titles the Lord warned against or else allow others to call
themselves by these titles.
Similarly, the exalting title of Reverend is used by most worldly ministers in the
United States. Psalms 111:9 declares God's name is holy and reverend: "He sent
redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend
is his name." Since God's name is both Holy and Reverend, how can puny man allow
others to call them by such exalting titles? This is none other than creature worship and
is specifically condemned by our God.
Rev. 22:10, 11
Rev. 22:10 "And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this
book: for the time is at hand. 11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is
filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that
is holy, let him be holy still."
One of the meanings of seal is "to keep secret." Also, one of the meanings of
prophecy is "doctrine." Thus, the essential meaning of "Seal not the sayings of the
prophecy of this book" is that we are not to keep secret the doctrines of the bible. Those
doctrines have plainly been set forth throughout the book of Revelation and we have
attempted to address them.
Some of the very basic of doctrines is set forth in verse 11. "He that is unjust, let
him be unjust still" shows forth plainly that it is not up to men to justify themselves
before God. Furthermore, it is impossible for man to justify himself before God. Only
through the shed blood of the Lamb of God can any one be justified. The only ones who
are justified are those chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world. This principle
is set forth in Rom. 8:29, 30: "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he
also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."
Next, it is not up to men to change their essential nature. Man is by nature filthy
through sin. Jer. 13:23 teaches the impossibility of man being able to change his filthy
nature: "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do
good, that are accustomed to do evil." Evil man cannot make himself good. Paul said, "I
know that in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing." This fleshly nature can no
man change. It is only through the miracle of the new birth that we are given a new

nature making us able to seek after, understand the things of God, and do good. The new
birth, however, does not change the old fleshly nature. Thus, man in his filthy
unregenerate state cannot deliver himself from that condition.
A man can only be righteous through the atoning blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb
of God. According to 2 Cor. 5:21, "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him." Those for whom Christ
died will always be righteous or just before God. The question is asked and answered in
Rom. 8:33 "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that
justifieth." No charge can be brought before God against the elect for Christ justified
them. They are without fault before the throne of God.
We are made holy or saints through the work of God in the new or spiritual birth.
According to 1 Pet. 1:23, "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." The elect having been born of
the incorruptible word of God (Jesus Christ) are made incorruptible in the inner man. It
is impossible for them to sin in the inner man: 1 John 3:9 "Whosoever is born of God
doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born
of God." Furthermore, that work is irreversible for his seed remaineth in him.

Rev. 22:12-15
Rev. 22:12 "And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
every man according as his work shall be. 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end, the first and the last. 14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 15 For
without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie."
"And, behold, I come quickly." It would not appear that Jesus was talking about
the resurrection from the dead in this verse. It has been nearly two thousand years since
this was spoken. Furthermore, the resurrection from the dead is not a reward for good
works. The resurrection and heaven's glory world are solely and totally by the grace of
God and not according to our works. Thus, Jesus' coming quickly does not have
reference to the resurrection, but to his coming quickly here in time to reward his
servants. If we had a natural master who only paid us many years after that we had
performed the service, we would be greatly discouraged from diligently serving that
master. Jesus' promise to come quickly is encouragement to us to serve Him diligently as
we know that "our labor is not in vain in the Lord." He quickly rewards us according as
our work shall be.
"My reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be." God
is faithful to reward his servants for their faithful work:
1. Matt. 6:1 "Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen
of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 2 Therefore
when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you,
They have their reward. 3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy
right hand doeth: 4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret

himself shall reward thee openly. 5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the
hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the
streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 6
But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray
to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee
openly."
2. Matt. 6:16 "Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily
I say unto you, They have their reward. 17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head,
and wash thy face; 18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is
in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly."
3. Matt. 10:41 "He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall
receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a
righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. 42 And whosoever shall give to
drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple,
verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward."
4. Lk. 6:22 "Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall
separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil,
for the Son of man's sake. 23 Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your
reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets."
5. 1 Cor. 3:8 "Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and
every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. 9 For we are
labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building."
6. 1 Cor. 3:14 "If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he
shall receive a reward. 15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire."
7. 1 Cor. 9:17 "For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if
against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. 18 What is my
reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ
without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel."
8. Col. 3:23 "And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not
unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for
ye serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he
hath done: and there is no respect of persons."
9. 2 Tim. 4:14 "Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord
reward him according to his works: 15 Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly
withstood our words."
10. Heb. 10:35 "Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath
great recompense of reward. 36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the
will of God, ye might receive the promise. 37 For yet a little while, and he that shall
come will come, and will not tarry."
11. 2 John 1:8 "Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we
have wrought, but that we receive a full reward."
"I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last." As
was stated in chapter 1, once again our attention is called to the great person and work of
Jesus Christ. He is the Alpha and Omega, or the beginning and the end of the word of

God. He is the beginning and end of every great work including the creation, new birth,
resurrection, justification, Kingdom of God, etc. He is the first great cause and the last
great end. He is our all in all.
"Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city." Keeping the commandments of
God does not give us a right to eternal life or to heaven's glory world. We have
previously abundant proved by the scriptures that salvation from sin, the new birth, and
glorification are by the grace of God. However, keeping the commandments of God does
give us the privilege to enter into the church Kingdom of God here in time and to eat of
the spiritual fruit of that Kingdom and to enjoy the benefits of that Kingdom.
"For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie." The scriptures say in 1 Cor. 6:9 Know
ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall
inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye
are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
God." Now that we have been washed, sanctified, and justified we are to walk as
children of light and not desire to go back and live outside the kingdom as we did in our
former walk of life.

Rev. 22:16
Rev. 22:16 "I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the
churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.”
The word, "angel," literally means messenger and is used in the book of
Revelations to indicate heavenly messengers, gospel ministers, and the Holy Spirit. The
term, "mine angel," indicates one of a kind or unique. This is in harmony with the
sending of the Holy Comforter in the book of John:
1. John 14:16 "And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him;
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you."
2. John 14:26 "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you."
3. John 15:26 "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall
testify of me:"
4. John 16:7 "Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that
I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I
will send him unto you."
The Lord sent the Holy Spirit to testify the things of God in the churches. A
common phrase in the letters to the seven churches of Asia was: "He that hath an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches." The Holy Spirit testifies unto us in the

churches through the preaching of the gospel, through the studying of God's word, and
through the experiences of God's children.
"I am the root and the offspring of David." A plant comes forth from the root and
is nourished from the root. The Lord said that he is the root of David. Thus, David came
forth from Christ and was nourished by Christ. Christ is the cause of the new or spiritual
birth for all of God's children. David said that he was made to hope while upon his
mother's breast. Thus, David was born of the Spirit while very young in years.
Furthermore, the Lord appointed David to be King over Israel. This was the Lord's
choice and not the choice of his natural father, or of the prophet, Samuel, or of the
people, or of David. The Lord also provided for David throughout David's reign over
Israel. He was the root of David.
Next, the Lord was the offspring of David. While this may seem like a
contradiction in terms, yet it speaks to the Divinity and the humanity of Christ. As the
second person in the Godhead, Christ had no beginning, nor was the offspring of any. He
is eternal. David had his beginning in Christ, as he was one that God chose in Christ
before the foundation of the world. In the humanity of Christ, he was born of the virgin
and was conceived of the Holy Ghost. He was the promised seed of David that was to
reign on the throne of David forever. Thus, Christ is both the Creator God and the
promised King who reigns on the everlasting throne in the Kingdom of God.
Christ also is "the bright and morning star.” Stars are useful in different ways.
Travelers throughout the world have fixed their location upon a star and been guided in
their journeys by the location of the North Star. The wise men were guided by a star to
where the Christ child was located. Stars also give light by night and thus help us
navigate in a dark world and see the path before us. The bright and morning star arises to
drive away the dark and usher in the day. The following verses speak of Christ as the star
that gives light and drives away the night:
1. 2 Cor. 4:6 "For God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ."
2. 2 Pet. 1:19 "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye
do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in your hearts:"
Christ is the light that shineth brighter than the noon day sun.

Rev. 22:17
Rev. 22:17 "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life
freely."
The word "come" is an invitation. When we say come to someone, we usually are
inviting them to visit. There is a threefold invitation in the above scripture in which the
Spirit, the bride, and him that heareth say come. We will look later to see to whom the
invitation is given.
The place the guests are invited to visit is the Kingdom of God. They are given
right to the tree of life and to enter in through the gate and to drink of the fountain of the

water of life. These and many other things are found in the church Kingdom here on
earth.
The Spirit says come. The Spirit works in the heart of the elect to regenerate
them into spiritual life, and to lead them to cry out "Abba Father." The Spirit works in
the ministry to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ in power and demonstration of Spirit and
to call upon the elect spiritual born children of God to repent and press into the Kingdom.
The Spirit works in the hearts of His children causing them to desire the things of God
and to be able to hear the things of the Spirit. The Spirit has caused holy men of God to
speak as they were led of the Spirit of God and to inspire men to write the scriptures.
Through the work of the Spirit we have been thoroughly furnished in the scriptures of all
good works. The Spirit guides us unto all truth. The Spirit encourages men to seek, to
ask, and to knock for truth. Then we are promised that when we seek that we will find.
We are promised that when we ask, it shall be given to us. We are promised that when
we knock that it shall be opened unto us.
The bride says come. The ministry of the bride preach the gospel of Jesus Christ
which encourages God's people to take up their cross and enter into the kingdom of God.
The lives of the members of the church are as lights that are set upon a hill that allows
men to see their good works and glorify the Father, which is in heaven. The ordinances
of the church show forth the glory of God and point us to the death, burial, and
resurrection of Christ, thus encouraging God's people to come into the kingdom. The
gospel feeds the souls of God's hungry people and encourages them to become a part of
the gospel kingdom.
Let him that heareth say come. Not every one can hear the things of the Spirit of
God: "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, for they are spiritually discerned." Eight
times we read in the four gospels, "He hath ears to hear, let him hear." Likewise, in the
second and third chapters of Revelations we read, "He that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches." This shows the necessity that someone have been
born of the Spirit in order to have spiritual ears and be able to hear Spiritual things.
However, just because a person has been born of the Spirit, and has a spiritual ear, it does
not mean that he has heard the things of the Spirit of God. It means that they are capable
of hearing spiritual things. Once a person has heard and believed the things of the Spirit
of God, then he now has a responsibility to tell others of the wonderful things that he has
heard and experienced. He is to say, "come," to others.
"And let him that is athirst come." A dead person cannot thirst. Thirst is an
indication of life. The only ones that can thirst are living people. Likewise, a person
cannot thirst after spiritual things unless he has been born of the Spirit of God. Once he
has been born of the Spirit of God, and begins to thirst after spiritual things, then he is to
be invited into the Kingdom of God and drink of the fountain of the water of life.
"And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." The only ones that
can choose to do something are those who have a choice. The natural man cannot choose
to seek after spiritual things. He cannot seek after God nor understand spiritual things.
The spiritual inner man cannot seek after wicked things for his seed remaineth in him and
he cannot sin because he is born of the Spirit of God. The only ones that can choose are
those who are born of the Spirit of God and thus have both an outer man of the flesh and
an inner man. Thus the "whosoever will" can only apply to born again children of God.

They are the ones who are free to choose to take of the water of life freely. There is no
charge (works) for them to take of the water of life. This water of life does not give life,
but nourishes and refreshes and strengthens the life that they already have.

Rev. 22:18, 19
Rev. 22:18 "For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of
this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that
are written in this book: 19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy
city, and from the things which are written in this book."
Satan and his followers and the false religionists of this world will always want to
change, delete, add to, and/or eliminate the word of God. This is to be expected. The
above warnings, however, are not to Satan and his followers or the false religionists of
this world. These warnings are to "every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of
this book." The only ones that "hear the words of the prophecy of this book" are the born
again children of God. They are the only ones capable of hearing the words of the
prophecy of this book. The warnings are to not add to the word of God or to take away
from the word of God.
The actions of Nadab and Abihu and the actions of Uzzah are well chronicled to
us in the scriptures. God's word is said to be a thorough furnisher unto all good works. If
our religious exercises cannot be substantiated by God's word, then we need to quit those
exercises. If our religious beliefs or practices are contrary to the word of God then we
need to change our beliefs and practices. Adding to God's word or taking from God's
word only gets us into trouble and brings us under the admonition given in the above
passage of scripture.
I wander how many of God's people have had their soul plagued because they
have added to the word of God. These plagues can come in many ways including our
relationships, the trials and troubles we bring upon ourselves, the leanness of our soul, the
loneliness that plagues many, the continual turmoil within the lives of those so plagued,
the lack of contentment that so many experience, the pitfalls that many fall into in their
lives, etc.
Similarly, by taking away from the words of the prophecy of this book, the
warning is that we would have our part removed from the book of life, from the holy city,
and from the things that are written in this book. God's children are not in danger of
losing their eternal life. They are, however, in danger of losing the joy of their salvation,
and the blessings of service to God, and the felt presence and fellowship of God and his
people in the worship and service of God. They are in danger of losing their place in the
Lord's church kingdom here in time.
Let us take heed to the admonitions given above.

Rev. 22:20, 21

Rev. 22:20 "He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen."
The Lord comes quickly in fulfilling his timely promises and in his blessings
upon us for serving him and worshipping him in Spirit and in truth. He also comes
quickly upon us in chastisement to correct us because he loves us.
Also, the Lord is not slack concerning his eternal promises: 2 Pet. 3:8 "But,
beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise,
as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance." Likewise, it often is the desire of God's
children that the Lord would come quickly to usher in his eternal glorious kingdom as we
are faced with the increasing trials of this life and the ever increasing wickedness coming
upon the world. We thus say, "even so, come, Lord Jesus."
Regardless of the trials and wickedness we find in this world or how great the
troubles or turmoils we are to face, we rest in the precious truths of God's grace. We are
saved from sins condemnation by the grace of God. We are saved from sins bondage, by
the grace of God. We are saved by sins corruption by the grace of God. All that we have
received in the form of timely and eternal blessings is by the grace of God. No wonder
the apostle could write, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen."

