
Notes on Exodus 
 
 The name, “exodus,” indicates a departing and as its name suggest, God has given 
us detail of the departing of the children of Israel from the land of Egypt where they 
found themselves in bondage.  However, the book is more than just a detailed description 
of the departing of the children of Israel from Egypt, but it also teaches us about the 
establishment of Israel as a nation in the wilderness and of the establishment of the Old 
Covenant law service, including the building of the tabernacle and the establishment of 
the Levitical priesthood.   
 The book of Exodus also details an integral chapter of God’s fulfillment of a 
covenant promise to Abraham.  Among the many promises that God made to Abraham, 
he told Abraham: Gen. 15:13, 14, “And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy 
seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall 
afflict them four hundred years; And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: 
and afterward shall they come out with great substance.”  The beginning of their 
departure from Egypt and their ultimate inheritance of the land of Canaan is detailed for 
us in the book of Exodus. 
 The book of Exodus like all the scriptures is a continual testimony of Jesus as 
Jesus told us in John 5:39 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: 
and they are they which testify of me.”  Thus it is important for us to remember that the 
book of Exodus has an overriding testimony and that is that it along with all the books of 
the bible testifies of Jesus.   
 There are many things in the book of Exodus that are presented to us in figures: 
  1.   Heb. 9:9 “Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were 
offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as 
pertaining to the conscience;” 
  2.  Heb. 9:24 “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with 
hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us:” 
  3.  Heb. 11:19 “Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from 
the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.” 
 Moreover, there are patterns developed in the book of Exodus that point us to 
heavenly things: 
  1.  Heb. 8:5 “Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, 
as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, 
saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern showed to thee in the mount.” 
  2.  Heb. 9:23 “It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the 
heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better 
sacrifices than these.” 
 Moreover, God uses shadows in the book of Exodus to point us to better and 
heavenly things:  
  1.  Col. 2:17 “Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of 
Christ.” 
  2.  Heb. 8:5 “Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, 
as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, 
saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern showed to thee in the mount.” 



  3.  Heb. 10:1 “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and 
not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year 
by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.”   
 

 
Exodus 1:1-6 

 
 Ex. 1:1 “Now these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into 
Egypt; every man and his household came with Jacob. 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and 
Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 5 And 
all the souls that came out of the loins of Jacob were seventy souls: for Joseph was in 
Egypt already. 6 And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that generation.” 
 There are three things that seem to stand out about this passage of scripture: the 
names of the children of Israel; the number of the souls that came out of the loins of 
Jacob; and the death of all that generation including the death of Joseph. 
 .  When each of the sons of Jacob was born they were named by either Leah or 
Rachel and the meaning of the name was based on the circumstances of their birth: 
 1.  Gen. 29:32 "And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name 
Reuben: for she said, Surely the LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore 
my husband will love me."  Thus the name Reuben means He looked. 
 2.  Gen. 29:33 "And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the 
LORD hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given me this son also: and she 
called his name Simeon."  Thus the name Simeon means hearing. 
 3.  Gen. 29:34 "And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time 
will my husband be joined unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was 
his name called Levi."  Thus the name Levi means joined. 
 4.  Gen. 29:35 "And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I 
praise the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah; and left bearing."  Thus the name 
Judah means praise. 
 5.  Gen. 30:6 "And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my 
voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan."  Thus the name Dan 
means judged. 
 6.  Gen. 30:8 "And Rachel said, With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my 
sister, and I have prevailed: and she called his name Naphtali."  Thus the name Napthali 
means wrestled. 
 7.  Gen. 30:11 "And Leah said, A troop cometh: and she called his name Gad."  
Thus the name Gad means a troop. 
 8.  Gen. 30:13 "And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me 
blessed: and she called his name Asher."  Thus the name Asher means blessed. 
 9.  Gen. 30:18 "And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she called his name Issachar."  Thus the name Issachar 
means hired. 
 10.  Gen. 30:20 "And Leah said, God hath endued me with a good dowry; now 
will my husband dwell with me, because I have born him six sons: and she called his 
name Zebulun."  Thus the name Zebulun means endowed. 



 11.  Gen. 30:24 "And she called his name Joseph; and said, The LORD shall add 
to me another son."  Thus the name Joseph means adding. 
 12.  Gen. 35:18 "And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died) 
that she called his name Benoni: but his father called him Benjamin."  Thus the name 
Benjamin means son of my right hand. 
 Based on the above names we, like the name of Reuben, know that the Lord has 
looked upon our affliction.  Moreover, as the name of Simeon suggests, He has heard our 
prayers.  Third, like the name of Levi suggest we have been joined unto the Lord by his 
covenant of redemption.  Fourth, the name of Judah means praise, and because of the 
gracious work of God are we the praise of God.  Fifth, the name Dan means judged, and 
as a part of the elect family of God we were judged on the cross of Calvary as Christ was 
made to be sin for us that we may be made the righteousness of God in him.  Sixth, the 
name Napthali means wrestling and it is in our experiences that we at times wrestle with 
the Lord for a blessing or for deliverance in our lives. 
 Seventh, the name Gad means a troop and we are to be good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ and to fight the good fight of faith.  Eighth, the name Asher means blessed and we 
have been richly blessed in the Lord.  Ninth, the name Issachar means hired and the Lord 
has made us servants unto him.  Tenth, the name Zebulun means endowed and we have a 
great dowry from the Lord as we consider both the gifts of God to us as we live in this 
time world and look forward to the eternal inheritance that awaits us where we will be 
joint heirs with Jesus Christ.  Eleventh, the name Joseph means adding and we have 
eternal life added unto us, spiritual gifts added unto us and a home in heaven added unto 
us.  Twelfth, the name Benjamin means son of my right hand and we are a part of the 
sons and daughters of God who stand on his right hand at the last day. 
 The second thing that stands out about the above passage is the number of the 
souls that came out of the loins of Jacob.   
 The kingdom of Israel began based on a covenant that God had made with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  God chose Jacob and changed his name to Israel.  The man 
Jacob had twelve sons.  These twelve sons married and multiplied into a multitude.  The 
progeny of these twelve sons were divided into twelve tribes, commonly referred to as 
the twelve tribes of Israel.  The tribes were known by the names of the twelve sons of 
Jacob.   
 During the days of the great famine in Egypt, Jacob and his family came to live in 
Egypt under the protective care of Joseph: Exo 1:1 "Now these are the names of the 
children of Israel, which came into Egypt; every man and his household came with Jacob. 
2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan, and 
Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 5 And all the souls that came out of the loins of Jacob were 
seventy souls: for Joseph was in Egypt already."  From these twelve sons and seventy 
persons grew a nation within Egypt of nearly three million people who were delivered out 
of Egypt during the days of Moses.   
 In the wilderness God made a covenant with Israel and appointed over them 
twelve princes and seventy elders: 
  1.  Num. 1: 4 "And with you there shall be a man of every tribe; every one 
head of the house of his fathers. 5 And these are the names of the men that shall stand 
with you: of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the son of Shedeur. 6 Of Simeon; Shelumiel the 
son of Zurishaddai. 7 Of Judah; Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 8  Of Issachar; 



Nethaneel the son of Zuar. 9 Of Zebulun; Eliab the son of Helon. 10 Of the children of 
Joseph: of Ephraim; Elishama the son of Ammihud: of Manasseh; Gamaliel the son of 
Pedahzur. 11 Of Benjamin; Abidan the son of Gideoni. 12 Of Dan; Ahiezer the son of 
Ammishaddai. 13 Of Asher; Pagiel the son of Ocran. 14 Of Gad; Eliasaph the son of 
Deuel. 15 Of Naphtali; Ahira the son of Enan. 16  These were the renowned of the 
congregation, princes of the tribes of their fathers, heads of thousands in Israel." 
  2.  Exo 24:1 "And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the LORD, thou, 
and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar 
off." 
  3.  Exo 24:9 "Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel." 
  4.  Num 11:16 "And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy 
men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and 
officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may 
stand there with thee." 
  5.  Num 11:24 "And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the 
LORD, and gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them round 
about the tabernacle." 
  6.  Num 11:25 "And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto 
him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it 
came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease." 
 The twelve princes of the twelve tribes of Israel became the governors of Israel 
and the seventy elders became the judges of Israel.  What later became known as the 
Sanhedrin counsel had its roots in the seventy elders. 
 This pattern of the kingdom is presented to us in type at the place known as Elim:  
  1.  Exo 15:27 "And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, 
and threescore and ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the waters." 
  2.  Num 33:9 "And they removed from Marah, and came unto Elim: and in 
Elim were twelve fountains of water, and threescore and ten palm trees; and they 
pitched there."  Elim was a place of refuge and comfort for the desert weary travelers.  
Here they refreshed themselves.  Of course, this pointed back to the kingdom that began 
with twelve sons of Jacob and seventy decendants.   
 It also pointed forward to a future kingdom of heaven that would have twelve 
apostles judging the twelve tribes of Israel and seventy elders: 
  1.  Mat 10:1 "And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he 
gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of 
sickness and all manner of disease." 
  2.  Mat 10:2 "Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, 
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John 
his brother…" 
  3.  Mat 10:5 "These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, 
saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye 
not." 
  4.  Mat 11:1 "And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of 
commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in their 
cities." 



  5.  Mat 19:28 "And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye 
which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne 
of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 
  6.  Luke 10:1 "After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, 
and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself 
would come." 
  7.  Luke 10:17 "And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, 
even the devils are subject unto us through thy name." 
 The twelve apostles are the ones that Christ used as foundation stones to build his 
church kingdom upon: Eph. 2:20 "And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building 
fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit."  The seventy elders are 
representative of the gospel ministry today who go at the direction of the Lord through 
the Holy Spirit.   
 The third thing that stands out in our subject passage is the death of all that 
generation including the death of Joseph.  This is in harmony with the promise God made 
to Abraham: Gen. 15:13 “And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall 
be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them 
four hundred years; 14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and 
afterward shall they come out with great substance. 15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in 
peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 16 But in the fourth generation they shall 
come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.”  The book of Exodus 
is the beginning of the fulfillment of that promise.   
 

Exodus 1:7 
 

 Ex. 1:7 “And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and 
multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them.”  The 
children of Israel had increased from seventy souls who came into Egypt unto 
approximately 2 million (six hundred thousand men besides women and children) that 
came forth into the wilderness.   
 There are parallels in the scriptures between the children of Israel and the elect 
family of God.  It is apparent that the children of Israel had come to dwell in the land of 
Goshen, the best of the land of Egypt and that they had prospered both into a great 
multitude, but also, that they had increased in goods and that their labors had been 
abundantly fruitful.  Such increase had to be by God’s providential blessings upon them.   
God’s elect people sometimes are blessed with many providential blessings.  However, 
like the children of Israel, along with the blessings come adversity, which will be evident 
in the next few verses.   
 

Exodus 1.8 
 

 Ex. 1:8 “Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.”  
Joseph was a strong type of Jesus and Pharaoh, king of Egypt during the time of Joseph 
knew Joseph and loved Joseph.  He along with the people of Egypt were indebted to 



Joseph and his service to Egypt and the salvation from starvation that God wrought 
through Joseph.  Now, however, a new king arose over Egypt who knew not Joseph and 
would evil entreat the children of Israel and make them his bond-slaves.  They were no 
better than cattle to this wicked king.   
 When the United States was formed the first President of the United States was 
George Washington, a man who loved and served the Lord Jesus Christ.  The people of 
God were richly blessed of God through the service of this man.  With the passage of 
time there have been presidents that feared God and those who did not fear God.  With 
those that feared God, the people have been blessed.  With those presidents who fear not 
God, the people are greatly burdened and liberty is lost.   
 Often in the world there arise leaders who fear not God and the Lord’s people 
suffer because of their reign.  As we study Pharaoh and his dealings with the children of 
Israel we can learn many things about how a people suffer under a wicked ruler.  We will 
also learn of God’s rich blessings and deliverances on behalf of his covenant people.   
 

Exodus 1.9-11 
 

 Ex. 1:9 “And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel 
are more and mightier than we: 10 Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they 
multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our 
enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land. 11 Therefore they did 
set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh 
treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses.” 
 This new king over Egypt, like many rulers, had designs of increasing his political 
clout and control.  Perhaps he even had designs to increase the size of his kingdom.  
Outlined above are commonly used methods that rulers use to increase their political 
clout and to control the actions of the people.  First, he set about to divide the people into 
camps.  To those who were native to Egypt he identified them as “his people.”  In the 
other camp were the “people of the children of Israel.  He convinced “his people” that the 
children of Israel were a threat to the Egyptians within their border.  This was not hard to 
do as “they were different” from the Egyptians.  They were descendants of Shem while 
the Egyptians were descendants of Ham.  The Egyptians were dark-skinned and the 
Israelites were lighter skinned.  This promotion of racial or ethnic animosity is a common 
tool of political rulers to control the minds of the people. 
 “Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we:”  
Pharaoh was setting forth the idea that the children of Israel were a great threat to the 
Egyptians because of their numbers and strength.  Moreover, he reinforced this idea by 
implying if there was a war they would join their enemies and fight against Egypt.  He 
was setting forth the idea that the Egyptians would be in grave danger if they didn’t do 
something to lessen this supposed threat.   
 ‘Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, 
that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, 
and so get them up out of the land.”  In this statement there are three fundamental 
political ploys that Pharaoh uses to convince the Egyptians that they need to take action 
against the Israelites: 



  1.  We need to practice population control on the Israelites so as to control 
their (supposed) threat to the Egyptians security (lest they multiply).  The means that they 
would ultimately use was infanticide.  This is akin to the current practice in the United 
States to primarily control the black population by promoting abortion.   
  2.  Next, he promoted the idea to enslave the Israelites so that they won’t 
fall out to their enemy in war.  By enslaving them, the Egyptians could reduce their 
ability to wage war against the Egyptians.   
  3.  “And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses.”  By 
enslaving the children of Israel they became a financial asset to the Egyptians of which 
the Egyptians did not want to lose by letting the Israelites leave the land.  One only needs 
to look back at the events leading up to the United States civil war and the opposition of 
the Southern plantation owners to freeing the slaves to draw a comparison to what 
happened in Egypt and so see why Pharaoh did not want to let the children of Israel go.   
 

Exodus 1.12-14 
 

 Ex. 1:12  “But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they 
were grieved because of the children of Israel. 13 And the Egyptians made the children of Israel 
to serve with rigour: 14 And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in mortar, and in 
brick, and in all manner of service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, 
was with rigour.”   
 “But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew.”  One of the aims 
of the Egyptians was population control of the children of Israel.  Affliction failed to accomplish 
what they hoped it would as far as population control was concerned.  Actually it had the opposite 
effect as the more that the children of Israel were afflicted, the more they grew.  There is a 
parallel spiritual lesson for us.  The more that the children of God are afflicted, the more their 
faith grows and the more they depend upon God.   
 “And they were grieved because of the children of Israel.”  Because of Pharaoh’s 
brainwashing, the Egyptians viewed the Israelites as a mortal threat to them and to see their 
numbers grow was a grief of mind to the Egyptians.  Likewise, when the unbelievers see the faith 
of a child of God increase, it is a grief of mind to them because they think their wicked lifestyle is 
being threatened.   
 “And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rigour: 14 And they made 
their lives bitter with hard bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the 
field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour.”  The afflictions of the 
children of Israel were no doubt, quite severe.  The lives of the children of Israel were made bitter 
with hard bondage.  With long hours of hard grueling labor without much rest and without any 
hope of things getting better, their lives became very bitter.  They had become the property of 
others and they had been reduced to be like work animals.   
 Similar to the above, when God’s born again children become knowledgeable of their 
sins and feel the burden of sin in their hearts, their heart and soul is made to serve with rigour in 
an attempt to bear the burden of their sin.  To this situation, the Lord said in Matt. 11:28-30: 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  When we come to Jesus and realize that he 
has born the burden of sin for us on the tree of the cross, we feel a great sense of relief and rest.  
Moreover, we can then begin to bear the burden of service knowing that the Lord is our helper 
and that he is yoked with us so that our yoke is easy and our burden is light. 
 



 
 

Exodus 1.15-21 
 

 Ex. 1:15 “And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which the 
name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah: 16 And he said, When ye 
do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it be a 
son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall live. 17 But the midwives 
feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men 
children alive. 18 And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said unto them, 
Why have ye done this thing, and have saved the men children alive? 19 And the 
midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian 
women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto them. 20 
Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and the people multiplied, and waxed very 
mighty. 21 And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that he made them 
houses.”   
 The wickedness of the king of Egypt is very apparent from the above passage.  
First, he asked the Hebrew midwives to murder the newborn male babies of the Hebrews.  
It is safe to conclude that this Pharaoh was a murderer.  Moreover, Pharaoh’s intentions 
concerning the Hebrews were also extremely wicked.  He fact that he would have killed 
all the male babies and saved the female babies alive suggest that Pharaoh had more in 
mind than just population control, which is of itself very wicked.  He intended by his 
actions to destroy the Hebrews as a separately identified people by killing all the male 
babies.  If population control was all that he was after, then it would have made more 
logic to kill most of the female babies and save the male babies.  However, by killing all 
the male babies, Pharaoh showed his intention to destroy the Hebrew race of people and 
make sex slaves out of the females.   
 The Hebrew midwives refused to do what Pharaoh commanded them to do for the 
reason that they feared God.  Their fear of God was greater than their fright of Pharaoh.  
Some self-righteous commentators have strongly criticized the Hebrew midwives 
because of their tale that the Hebrew women were livelier than the Egyptian women and 
are delivered before the midwives come in unto them.  What would those self-righteous 
commentators have had the midwives to do?  Would they have them to tell Pharaoh that 
they just refused to obey them?  This would have meant that Pharaoh would have killed 
them.  Moreover, they knew that Pharaoh would have just gotten other midwives to do 
his wicked deeds.  By telling the tale to Pharaoh the midwives not only saved their own 
lives but also the lives of the Hebrew male babies.  God blessed them for this and made 
them houses.   
 Pharaoh’s wicked designs were thwarted by the actions of the Hebrew midwives 
and the children of Israel multiplied and waxed mighty to the consternation of Pharaoh.   
 

Exodus 1.22 
 

 Ex. 1:22 “And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye 
shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.”  Pharaoh still was 



desirous to carry out his wicked plans and came up with another scheme to destroy the 
identity of the children of Israel and to ultimately make sex slaves out of the young 
female babies that he would have saved alive.  Pharaoh’s wicked plan required the 
Hebrew women to be responsible for murdering their own male babies!  Certainly, this if 
carried out would have made the promise of God made to Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob 
without effect.  God would not permit that to come to pass.  God always carries out his 
promises, regardless of what obstacles men may try to put in the way of His 
accomplishing his purpose.  Moreover, as we will see, one of the sons who was cast in 
the river God will use to bring about the deliverance of the children of Israel from 
Egyptian bondage.   
 
 

Exodus 2.1-10 
 
 2:1 “And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of 
Levi. 2 And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he was a 
goodly child, she hid him three months. 3 And when she could not longer hide him, she 
took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the 
child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river's brink. 4 And his sister stood afar 
off, to wit what would be done to him. 5 And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to 
wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river's side; and when she 
saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. 6 And when she had opened it, 
she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, 
This is one of the Hebrews' children. 7 Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I 
go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? 8 
And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child's mother. 
9 And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I 
will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it. 10 And the child 
grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. And she 
called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.” 
 Now the king’s commandment was that all the male babies were to be cast into 
the river.  However, the mother of Moses chose to disobey the commandment for three 
months until the child could no longer be hidden.  Then she made an ark of bulrushes and 
daubed it with slime and with pitch so that it could float in the shallow water of the river.  
We are not told why she did this, but she was apparently trusting in the Lord for the 
child’s safety.  The providence of God is very much manifest in the events that followed 
the casting of the child in the ark into the river.  The mother had indeed obeyed the letter 
of the king’s commandment as she cast the baby into the river.  God in his providence, 
not only saved the young child from death, but also put a stop to the king’s command to 
murder the young children.   
 At this point the daughter of Pharaoh came down to the river to wash herself at 
the river, while her maidens walked along by the river’s side.  Pharaoh’s daughter spied 
the ark and send a maiden to fetch it.  When she had opened the ark she spied the child 
and at this precise moment the babe wept.  Pharaoh’s daughter, unlike her father, had 
compassion on the baby and noted that it was one of the Hebrew’s children.  The baby’s 
sister came down from her observation post and came to Pharaoh’s daughter and asked 



her saying: “Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse 
the child for thee?”  To this Pharaoh’s daughter agreed.  “And the maid went and called 
the child's mother. 9 And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and 
nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed 
it.”  Thus, Moses was nursed by his own mother and raised by Pharaoh’s daughter.   
 We learn several things from the above narrative: 
  1.  Pharaoh’s wicked command to cast the male babies into the river was 
stopped by the compassion of his own daughter. 
  2.  Moses mother’s trust in the Lord for her child’s safety was rewarded by 
the Lord. 
  3.  Moses mother ended up nursing her own child that Pharaoh’s daughter 
took out of the river and was paid wages to do so. 
  4.  This was the second time that Pharaoh’s wicked design to kill the male 
babies of the Hebrews and make their daughters sex slaves was thwarted.  
  5.  This chain of events set in motion that the Hebrew child that was raised 
in Pharaoh’s house would be the one who God would ultimately use to deliver the 
children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage. 
 Some have compared Moses being placed in the ark and coming up out of the 
waters of the river to the death and resurrection of Christ.  I do not disagree with that 
analogy, but I see the ark itself as a type of Christ and Moses as typical of God’s elect 
children.  It was the ark that went down into the waters of the river and Moses was in the 
ark.  This is akin to Christ going down into the waters of death and we, like Moses, were 
in Christ when he died on the cross.  Likewise, we were in Christ when he arose on the 
3rd day.  We, like Moses, who was under the king’s judgment, were under the judgment 
of God and were delivered from that judgment by Christ’s death and resurrection.   
 

Exodus 2.11-15 
 

 Ex. 2:11 “And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went 
out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an 
Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12 And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw 
that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. 13 And when he 
went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to 
him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? 14 And he said, Who made 
thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? 
And Moses feared, and said, Surely this thing is known. 15 Now when Pharaoh heard this 
thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the 
land of Midian: and he sat down by a well.”   
 Heb. 11:23 “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his 
parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's 
commandment. 24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the 
reward.”   



 Acts 7:22 “And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was 
mighty in words and in deeds. 23 And when he was full forty years old, it came into his 
heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them suffer wrong, 
he defended him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: 25 For 
he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver 
them: but they understood not. 26 And the next day he showed himself unto them as they 
strove, and would have set them at one again, saying, Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye 
wrong one to another? 27 But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, saying, 
Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the 
Egyptian yesterday? 29 Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in the land of 
Madian, where he begat two sons.”  
 By comparing the three passages of scripture above, we can learn a lot about 
Moses and his thoughts and actions at the time that Moses slew the Egyptian: 
  1.  Moses, having been brought up in Pharaoh’s house was schooled in all 
the ways of the Egyptians and was mighty in words and in deeds.  From a standpoint of 
the flesh, it could be said that Moses had it made.  He was the adopted son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter and was legally heir to Pharaoh.  He was a learned man and mighty both in 
words and in deeds.  Due to the riches of Pharaoh’s household, Moses could have 
partaken of all the pleasures of sin.  It certainly was not inconceivable that Moses could 
have one day become king of Egypt himself.  Yet, Moses chose rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.  This is a great 
lesson for all of us as God’s children.  “Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.”  
Likewise, we should esteem the reproach of Christ to be far greater riches than enjoying 
the pleasures of sin for a season.  Christ richly rewards his faithful children with his felt 
presence; his many deliverances; his direction in life; his comfort, rest, and peace; the 
riches of knowledge, understanding, and wisdom found in his word; and his fellowship. 
  2.  Moses thought that the children of God would understand that God by 
his hand would deliver Israel.  This suggests that God had showed him that God would 
by his hand deliver Israel.  However, Moses was not ready to be an instrument in the 
deliverance of Israel.  No doubt Moses thought that he was ready to deliver Israel.  After 
all he was highly educated.  He had political pull.  He had many human skills through his 
training in Egypt and in the household of Pharaoh.  What Moses did not understand at 
this time is that none of those things would be of any use to him as an instrument that 
God would use in delivering Israel.  Moses was ready to go in his mind, but he was far 
from being ready to go as a servant of the Lord.  Moses would need forty years in the 
backside of the desert keeping his father-in-laws flocks before he would even be 
minimally ready to begin the task of delivering Israel.  It has been my personal 
experience and also what I have observed of God’s people in their service to God, that we 
are the most willing and the least able when we first begin our trek in serving God.  Our 
fleshly pride tells us that we are ready to do great things in the Kingdom of God.  
However, we must first become followers before we can become leaders.  Each of us has 
much training that we need to undergo before we are prepared for leadership in the 
household of faith.   
 Shortly after I was ordained to the office of elder in the Primitive Baptist faith, I 
felt like I was called as an evangelist.  Moreover, when the Lord blessed me in the work 



to constitute a church in Denton, Texas, I felt even more strongly that I was called to be 
an evangelist.  Then for the next 25 years I served as a pastor only and did no work 
outside of the local church in the way of evangelism.  At this point I began to think that I 
was mistaken about a call to be an evangelist, but rather that God had called me to be a 
pastor.  What I did not realize at the time was that I had to learn how to be a pastor before 
I was prepared to train other men to become pastors, which is one of the chief 
responsibilities of an evangelist.  I was ready to go early on in my ministry, but did not 
realize I had much training to do before I was truly ready for the work. 
  3.  Moses went out to his brethren to see how they fared and looked on 
their burdens.  He spied an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew servant.  Moses finally saw the 
injustice done to those who were slaves to men.  Moses, no doubt, knew that these were 
his people as he was nursed by his natural mother and he was of the same race as they 
were.  Moses acted in anger as he slew the Egyptian who had smitten the Hebrew servant.  
He thought that no one saw what he had done and hid the Egyptian man in the sand.  
However, our sins find us out.  Moses by slaying the Egyptian was just as guilty of 
injustice as the Egyptian had been.  Actually Moses sin was a more grievous sin than the 
Egyptian’s sin.  Moses sin was found out and Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh.  The 
above illustrates the sovereignty of God in his selections of who he will have to serve 
him.  Moses was a murderer and yet God chose him to deliver Israel.  This illustrates 
both God’s sovereignty and God’s grace and mercy.  All but one that God has chosen for 
service is sinner, saved by grace, and chosen by the sovereign will of God.  The one 
exception is Jesus who knew and had no sin.   
  4.  For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by 
his hand would deliver them: but they understood not. 26 And the next day he showed 
himself unto them as they strove, and would have set them at one again, saying, Sirs, ye 
are brethren; why do ye wrong one to another? 27 But he that did his neighbour wrong 
thrust him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Wilt thou kill 
me, as thou diddest the Egyptian yesterday?  By the above statement from one of his 
brethren Moses saw himself as being rejected as a leader who would lead them out of 
Egyptian bondage.  This helps explain why Moses later asked God to give him signs that 
he might show unto Israel that God had sent him.  Moreover, the above teaches us that 
rejection by one or more of God’s people does not mean that God has rejected us or our 
efforts even though we may think so. 
 Moses fled from Egypt based on the above saying, knowing that his evil deed was 
known unto men and that Pharaoh would seek his life.  Moses had not yet learned that he 
was not ready to lead the children of Israel nor had he learned to trust in the Lord.  These 
are all lessons that he will learn later.   
  5.  “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the 
reward.”  Moses action here was an example of faith used in the 11th chapter of Hebrews.  
If Moses had not had and demonstrated faith in God, he would not have refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, nor would he have chosen to rather suffer affliction 
with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.  Moses had much 
room to grow in faith as do all of us.  Yet, Moses demonstrated that faith early on as he 



made the choice to esteem the reproach of Christ as greater riches than the treasures in 
Egypt.  Likewise when we choose to become disciples of Christ rather than to continue a 
sinful path of life, we are also demonstrating faith in God.  It is in the walk of faith that 
we grow in faith and become better servants unto God.   
 

Exodus 2.16-22 
 

 Ex. 2:16 “Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and drew 
water, and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. 17 And the shepherds came and 
drove them away: but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock. 18 And 
when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so soon to day? 
19 And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also 
drew water enough for us, and watered the flock. 20 And he said unto his daughters, And 
where is he? why is it that ye have left the man? call him, that he may eat bread. 21 And 
Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. 22 
And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom: for he said, I have been a 
stranger in a strange land.”   
 The Midianites were descendants of Abraham as Midian was a son of Abraham’s 
concubine, Keturah.  The priests were the religious leaders of their tribe of people.  I have 
no idea how Reuel became a priest.  Moreover, it appears that the priest were not paid for 
their service in Midian as Reuel was a shepherd with a flock of sheep.  It was the 
responsibility of Reuel’s seven daughters to draw water to water their father’s flock.  It 
appears that when the daughters had drawn the water from the well to water their father’s 
flocks that the shepherds would come and drive their sheep away and water their flocks 
with the water Reuel’s daughters had drawn.  Apparently this happened on a daily basis.   
 The heart of a man of God is to help the weak and needy.  Moses seeing what was 
taking place stood up and helped the daughter’s of Reuel to water their father’s flock.   
 “And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so 
soon to day? 19 And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the 
shepherds, and also drew water enough for us, and watered the flock. 20 And he said unto 
his daughters, And where is he? why is it that ye have left the man? call him, that he may 
eat bread.”  Reuel recognized the gracious kindness of Moses in helping his daughters 
and wanted to reward him for his kindness.  When Moses was come he and Reuel 
apparently started up a friendship.  Reuel offered to lodge Moses and gave him to wife 
his daughter Zipporah.  Moses then went to care for Reuel’s flock.  Moses became a 
shepherd for the next 40 years.   
 Moses and Zipporah had a son whom they names Gershom because Moses had 
said “I have been a stranger in a strange land.  In biblical times, it was common to name a 
child after the current circumstances of the father’s of mother’s life.  Gershom means 
refugee which is what a stranger in a strange land is.  Moses felt himself to be a strange in 
a strange land.  This should be the feeling of each child of God.  This earth is not our 
home.  Our home is in heaven to which we will go one day.  Until then we are strangers 
in a strange land.   
 The name, “Reuel,” means friend of God.  Reuel had proven himself a friend of 
God by being a friend to the servant of God, Moses.   
 



Exodus 2.23-25 
 

 Ex. 2:23 “And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and 
the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came 
up unto God by reason of the bondage. 24 And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 And God looked 
upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them.” 
 “And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the 
children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up 
unto God by reason of the bondage.”  When God promised Abraham that he would give 
his people the land of Canaan, but beforehand they would sojourn in Egypt for 400 years, 
it is apparent that God had a time schedule for things to happen.  Now, the time had come 
that God was preparing to deliver the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage.  He 
knew all about them and had known for all that time.  Over the process of time, the 
children of Israel had come to dwell in Egypt in the land of Goshen during the days of 
Joseph.  Joseph had been a saviour to Egypt and to the children of Israel.  Later, however, 
there arose another Pharaoh that knew not Joseph and had enslaved the children of Israel 
and had wickedly tried to destroy them from being a separate people and to make their 
daughters sex slaves.  God had providential intervened and prevented those actions.  Now 
God has heard the groanings of the children of Israel and their cry by reason of the 
bondage.   
 The basis on which God was come to deliver Israel was on the basis of his 
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.  In this covenant God had made with 
Abraham and confirmed with Isaac and Jacob, God promised to deliver the children of 
Israel and give them an inheritance in the land of Canaan.  The scripture says that God 
remembered his covenant.  We know that God cannot forget anything, but it says he 
remembered his covenant for our benefit for us to know that God remembers us and the 
covenant he made before the world began and recorded for us in Romans chapter 8, 
verses 29 and 30.  God is a covenant making covenant keeping God.  The word, LORD, 
literally means Jehovah who is a covenant making; covenant keeping God.  This is the 
most common word for God in all the scriptures, being found in the scriptures over 6,000 
times.   
 Based on this covenant that God made with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob, 
God had respect to the children of Israel.  God’s respect for anyone is based on a 
covenant.  It is a covenant respect.  There are several different times where we read that 
God is no respecter of persons.  God does not respect persons based on any means 
whereby man respects or favors persons.  God, however, does respect persons based on 
his covenant.  For this reason, God had respect unto Israel, but had not respect unto the 
Egyptians.   
 
 

Exodus 3.1-5 
 

 3:1 “Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: 
and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even 
to Horeb. 2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the 



midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was 
not consumed. 3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the 
bush is not burnt. 4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto 
him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. 5 And 
he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground.” 
 Moses was forty years old when he fled Egypt and he was eighty years old when 
he began to lead the children of Israel out of Egypt.  Therefore, Moses had been keeping 
the flock of Jethro his father in law, for about forty years.  When Moses fled from 
Pharaoh, he was learned in all the wisdom of Egypt and was mighty in words and in 
deeds.  He had been the adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  He thought at that time that 
the children of Israel would have understood that it was he that God would use to lead 
them out of bondage.  Now after forty years of training in keeping a flock of sheep, we 
will notice a drastic change in Moses attitude and self confidence.   
 Sheep in the scripture are often associated as a type of the elect family of God.  
There are a lot of similarities between the actions of sheep and God’s born again children.  
It was fitting that Moses keep a flock of sheep because God was going to direct him to 
lead the children of Israel out of Egypt and through their wilderness journeying for forty 
years.   
 “Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and 
he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to 
Horeb.”  Every God called pastor must lead the flock of God over which God has made 
him overseer.  He is not to drive the flock but to lead them.  Sheep are not easily driven 
for they will scatter.  However, sheep can be led.  Likewise, God’s children are not easily 
driven for they will scatter.  They can, however, be led to serve the Lord.   
 Morever, when serving the Lord, we will from time to time come to the mountain 
of God.  We do not always dwell upon the mountaintop, but thanks be to God, that we are 
sometimes blessed to dwell in the mountain of his kingdom blessings.   
 “And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst 
of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not 
consumed.”  There are numerous typical word pictures of Christ and of his works.  This 
is in keeping with what the Lord said in John 5:39 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  The scriptures are a 
continual testimony of Christ and we should continually be searching for Christ 
throughout the scriptures.   
 The word “fire” and the term “flame of fire” are frequently used in the scriptures 
to represent the judgment of God.  The bush in the above scripture is a figure of Jesus 
Christ.  The fire is a symbol of God’s judgment.  When Christ suffered and died on the 
cross of Calvary, he did so under the judgment of God for the sins of God’s people.  
While the fire consumed the sins of the children of God, Christ was not consumed by the 
judgment but after three days and nights he arose victorious over sin, death, Satan, hell, 
and the grave.  Neither Christ was consumed by that judgment nor were the elect children 
of God consumed by that judgment.   
 “And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is 
not burnt.  And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out 
of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.  And he said, 



Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground.”  As you would have suspected, Moses was quite curious to see 
this supernatural phenomenon.  No doubt he wondered how a bush could burn with fire 
and the bush not be consumed.  He very quickly found out as God called to him out of the 
midst of the bush.  Thus, we are not left to speculate that the bush represented God or 
Christ.   
 God called Moses by name, just as he calls his elect children by name.  He knows 
us all personally and has a name for each of us.  Salvation from sin is a personal salvation 
to each of member of the elect family of God.  God stopped the path of Moses by telling 
him to “Draw not nigh hither.”  There are some things that God had to do for us and that 
we cannot help or assist in.  Salvation from sin is one of those things.  Next, God told 
Moses to “put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground.”  Similarly, when a child of God comes to the realization that Christ alone put 
away his sins, he is on holy ground.  As Moses was instructed to put off his shoes, so we 
should put off any man-crafted devices to help God in his work of saving his people from 
their sins.   The feet have great sensitivity.  We should be satisfied to feel after God and 
his work of salvation. 
 

Exodus 3.6-9 
 

 Ex. 3:6 “Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look 
upon God. 7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which 
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their 
sorrows; 8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk 
and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the 
children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the 
Egyptians oppress them.” 
 “Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon 
God.”  There were many so-called God’s in the world.  Each tribe and nation of people of 
the Old Testament days had a god of their making.  However, the God that appeared unto 
Moses was not just any god, but was the God of Moses and the children of Israel’s 
forefathers.  He was the God who created all things.  He was the covenant making, 
covenant keeping God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  God first appeared to Abram and 
made several covenant promises to him.  Next, he appeared to Abraham’s son Isaac and 
confirmed these same promises unto him.  Furthermore, he appeared to Isaac’s son Jacob 
and confirmed the same covenant promises to him.  Moreover, God manifested himself 
mightily to these three patriarchs.  They were blessed to see some of His mighty works 
and to have Him lead them and providential bless them through their journey of faith.  
These things are things that Moses would have heard about and known.  That this same 
God was appearing to him was indeed fearful to Moses and Moses hid his face as he was 
afraid to look upon God.  This is in harmony with what God later told Moses in Ex. 33:19 
“And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name 



of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 
mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20 And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there 
shall no man see me, and live.” 
 “And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in 
Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;”  
There are four important things we are told in the above passage of scripture: 
  1.  The term, “LORD,” is found in the scriptures in connection with God 
being a covenant making and covenant keeping God.  It is the most frequent term used to 
describe God in the entire bible.  In almost every time it is found it speaks to us about 
some aspect of God as being both a covenant making God and a covenant keeping God.  
It is on the basis of his being a covenant making and covenant keeping God that the next 
three important things are told to us. 
  2.  God saw the affliction of his people.  This is comforting to us because 
as the children of God we have many afflictions and we are assured that he sees our 
afflictions. 
  3.  God heard their cry.  In our afflictions we often cry out unto the Lord.  
Again it is comforting to know that God hears our cries. 
  4.  God knows our sorrows.  Heb. 4:15 “For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin.”  Again, this personal knowing of God is a comfort to us 
as he knows what we are going through and is touched by the feeling of our infirmities 
and is a ready present help in time of trouble. 
 “And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk 
and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.”  God’s covenant promises are fulfilled on 
God’s time-table and not on ours.  He had specifically told Abraham that his seed would 
sojourn in the land of Egypt for four hundred years, and that time was fulfilled and now 
God had come to fulfill his covenant promise.  Moreover, God had promised Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob that he would give them the land wherein they sojourned for an 
inheritance.  This land was a good land and a large land.  It was a land that figuratively 
flowed with milk and honey.  It was a land that at that time was inhabited by the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  The 
children of Israel would have to do war against these six tribes of people, but God 
promised it unto them and he always fulfills his promises.  They would have this land for 
an inheritance!  However, before they would have this land they had to first be delivered 
out of the hand of the Egyptians.  The children of Israel were in no position to deliver 
themselves out of the hand of the Egyptians, but God himself would deliver them.   
 

 
 

Exodus 3.10-12 
 

 Ex. 3:10 “Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. 11 And Moses said unto 
God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children 



of Israel out of Egypt? 12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a 
token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of 
Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.” 
 “Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring 
forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.”  In this verse, God gave Moses his 
marching orders.  Moses was to bring forth the Lord’s people, the children of Israel out of 
Egypt.  Certainly this task was much greater than just leading a small flock of sheep 
belonging to Jethro.  The greatness of this task is exemplified in that there were 
approximately 2.5 million Israelites in Egypt who were to be delivered out of Egypt.  
God often proves his servants before he gives them greater tasks to accomplish.  Moses 
had proven himself faithful for forty years in leading and keeping Jethro’s flock of sheep.  
Oftentimes, men want to do great things in the service of the Lord before they have 
proven themselves first capable of doing small tasks in the service of the Lord.  The 
parable of the talents illustrates this lesson in that the man with the five talents and the 
man with the two talents first proved themselves capable of handling the five talents and 
the two talents before the master gave them greater responsibilities. 
 “And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I 
should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?”  Moses response is quite different 
than his thoughts were just before he fled from Pharaoh in Egypt.  At that time Moses 
thought the children of Israel would have understood how that it was he that God would 
use to deliver them out of Egyptian bondage.  Moses was very ready to begin the task at 
that time as he was schooled in all the wisdom of Egypt and had been mighty in words 
and in deeds as he son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  Moses had a ton of self-confidence at that 
time.  Now, however, Moses has lost his self-confidence and questions God’s wisdom in 
sending him to go to Pharaoh and bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt.  As 
Moses will soon learn, he was in a far better condition now than he was forty years earlier 
for this task.  We must first learn not to trust in ourselves and our abilities when it comes 
to serving the Lord.  Moses had lost his own self trust.  What he will soon learn that it is 
not based on his abilities but upon God’s abilities to deliver the children of Israel out of 
Egyptian bondage.  In other words, it is not about us, but about what the Lord can do.   
 God answered Moses question by making a promise to Moses: “And he said, 
Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: 
When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this 
mountain.”  God promised Moses that he would not be alone in this task but that God 
would be with him.  Moreover, God told Moses the final outcome of the task and that is 
both Moses and the children of Israel would serve God upon the mountain of God in 
Horeb.  This was designed to give Moses much assurance based on the promise outcome.  
Even with the promises of God, Moses still had many doubts and at first would fall back 
in fear based upon his own shortcomings or inabilities.  Moses is no different than we are 
in this regard.  We often doubt the outcome of our service to God and question our own 
abilities to accomplish the task before us in our service to Him.  It is by growth in faith 
that we learn to trust the Lord and listen to his covenant promises. 
 

Exodus 3.13-15 
 



 Ex. 3:13 “And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of 
Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they 
shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them? 14 And God said unto 
Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I 
AM hath sent me unto you. 15 And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say 
unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this 
is my memorial unto all generations.”   
 Moses doubts were being manifest in the above passage.  He is expressing an 
excuse for not being the one that God would send.  He admitted that he did not even 
know the name of God in order to convince the children of Israel that God had sent him.  
There are many names in the scriptures that apply to God.  This is at least the fourth 
name presented in the books of Genesis and Exodus.  The name God, with the Hebrew 
spelling “Elohim” is used to describe God as the Almighty or Creator.  The name Spirit 
was found in Genesis chapter 1 and refers to the Holy Spirit.  The name LORD has been 
used already a great number of times to refer to the covenant-making; covenant-keeping 
God.  Now God is presenting a fourth name for our consideration that describes certain 
aspects and attributes of God.  Now God has introduced to us and to Moses the fourth 
name which is “I AM.”  The phrase “I am” refers to the present tense and indicates that 
God is an unchanging God, who is the same to all generations.  In contrast, the phrases “I 
was” or “I will be” indicate change.  “I was” indicates what one was in the past, but 
leaves open the possibility that one is not like that in the present.  “I will be” indicates 
what one will be in the future, but leaves open the possibility that one is not like that in 
the present.  Thus, the name “I AM” tells us that God is an ever present unchanging God.   
 God went on to tell Moses that His name “I AM” is a memorial unto all 
generations.  Thus, by this explanation we know that God is not only ever present and 
unchanging but also that he is eternal and his attribute are the same in whatever 
generation we live.   
 “Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you:” In 
this sentence God uses the names “LORD;” “God;” and implies the name “I AM.”  All of 
this together gives us an assurance that God has made and will keep his covenant; that 
being the Almighty he has the ability to keep that covenant; and that being ever present, 
unchanging and eternal that he will keep his covenant until all generations without fail.  
This is an important principle to us in gaining a better understanding of God’s covenant 
of redemption in Rom. 8:29, 30:29 “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”  This 
covenant began in eternal past with God foreknowing a people to be his.  It is fully 
accomplished in eternity future with all those he foreknew being glorified in the eternal 
paradise of God.  All these things are brought about by the fact that God is “Almighty;” 
that he is the ever present, unchanging I AM; and as LORD that he keeps his covenant 
that he made with himself before the world began. 
 The name I AM when connected with what Christ said in the New Testament tells 
us that Christ is God: John 8:58 “Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 



Before Abraham was, I am.”  There are at least seven different phrases in which Christ 
referred to himself as the I AM in the book of John: 
  1.  I am the light of the world. 
  2.  I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
  3.  I am the resurrection and the life. 
  4.  I am the true vine. 
  5.  I am the door. 
  6.  I am the Good Shepherd.  
  7.  I am the bread of life. 
 
 

Exodus 3.16-22 
 

 Ex. 3: 16  “Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The 
LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto 
me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt: 17 
And I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. 18 And they shall hearken to thy 
voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye 
shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us go, 
we beseech thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the 
LORD our God. 19 And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a 
mighty hand. 20 And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders 
which I will do in the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go. 21 And I will give 
this people favour in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye 
go, ye shall not go empty: 22 But every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of her 
that sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye 
shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the 
Egyptians.”   
 In this passage, the Lord gave very specific instruction unto Moses.  Moses was to 
follow that instruction exactly as the Lord instructed him.  He was not to deviate from it.  
Moses, as we shall see, either didn’t take heed to or did not believe some of the 
instruction.  This is similar to the apostles not taking heed to what the Lord told them 
prior to his death on the cross.  He had told them several times that he was to be delivered 
into the hands of men and they would put him to death and that he would rise the third 
day.  The apostles never got beyond his statement that he would die.  Peter was especially 
denying of this as he see in Mark 8:31 “And he began to teach them, that the Son of man 
must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and 
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he spake that saying openly. 
And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him.”  There is also a spiritual lesson in this for 
us as we are to understand that the instructions to us in the bible are to be followed 
exactly as the Lord recorded for us. 
 “Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The LORD God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I 
have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt: And I have said, I 



will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, and the 
Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a 
land flowing with milk and honey.”  The first instruction to Moses was to go and gather 
the elders of Israel together.  Moses was told specifically who he was to go to and what 
he was to say unto them.   
 The message to the elders was to remind them of the covenant promises that God 
had made to their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Then to tell them that the time had 
come that God would fulfill that covenant promise whereby their seed would be delivered 
from Egypt and be delivered into the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  Moreover, the Lord told them that the land 
to which they were going was far better than the land they were leaving.  The land to 
which they were going was a land flowing with milk and honey.  The term, “milk and 
honey,” is used to denote that the land was rich in necessary staples, and was rich in 
sweetness.   
 “And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of 
Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews 
hath met with us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days' journey into the 
wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.”  Here the Lord assures Moses 
that the elders of Israel would hearken to his voice.  This was one of Moses fears that 
they would not listen unto him.  Moses had experienced their failure to understand nearly 
forty years before.  However, Moses went by his own will the first time and now Moses 
is going at the direction of the Lord.  When we go on our own without the Lord’s 
direction, we will meet with failure.  When we go at the Lord’s direction then we can 
expect our labors will not be in vain.  The final objective of going to the king of Egypt is 
to be delivered from Egypt and to sacrifice unto the Lord. 
 “And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty 
hand.  And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will 
do in the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go.”  Here Moses was not taking 
heed as the first couple of times that Moses went before Pharaoh he was met with a 
refusal to let the people go and Moses became despondent.  Had Moses been paying 
heed, he would have known that Pharaoh was not yet ready to let the children of Israel go 
and would not be ready until God had smitten Egypt with all his wonders.  After God had 
sent his ten sore judgments upon Egypt, then Pharaoh was ready to let the children of 
Israel go.   
 “And I will give this people favour in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come 
to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: 22 But every woman shall borrow of her 
neighbour, and of her that sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, 
and raiment: and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall 
spoil the Egyptians.”  The Egyptians had greatly robbed the children of Israel for about 
four hundred years by casting them into slavery and had sore mistreated them and abused 
them and profited from their labors.  Now God has promised to the children of Israel that 
they would come out of Egypt with great spoils and treasures.  He has put forth a way by 
which some of the earthly wealth that the Egyptians had robbed the children of Israel of 
would come back to them prior to their leaving Egypt.   
 
 



 
 

Exodus 4.1-9 
 
 Ex. 4:1 “And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor 
hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee. 2 And 
the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. 3 And he said, 
Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses 
fled from before it. 4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by 
the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand: 5 That 
they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 6 And the LORD said furthermore 
unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and 
when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. 7 And he said, Put thine hand 
into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his 
bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh. 8 And it shall come to pass, if 
they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will 
believe the voice of the latter sign. 9 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe 
also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of 
the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river 
shall become blood upon the dry land.” 
 Moses continued with his doubts, objections, and excuses about doing what the 
Lord had commanded him to do.  In this regard, Moses is very typical of God’s elect 
children.  There have been times in all of our lives that we have doubted the Lord, we 
have made objections or excuses why we could not obey the word of the Lord.  Yet, as 
God was gracious to Moses, so is he also to us. 
 The objection Moses made unto the Lord was that the children of Israel would not 
believe him and would not hearken unto his voice.  Moreover, they will doubt that the 
LORD had sent him.  On the one hand, Moses was speaking from prior experience when 
forty years before he had gone out and thought that they would have understood how that 
God would use him to deliver the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage.  They had 
answered him and said, “Who hath made you a judge and ruler over us?”  However, 
Moses had gone that time without direction of the LORD.  When we go without direction 
from the LORD we should expect to fail.   
 “And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. 3 
And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; 
and Moses fled from before it. 4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, 
and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his 
hand: 5 That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.”  To manifest his 
graciousness unto Moses and to assure him that the childen of Israel would hear his voice 
and believe that God had sent him, God gave Moses three signs to show unto the children 
of Israel.  While the sign itself was miraculous and obviously came from the Lord, yet it 
has spiritual significance unto us today.  Throughout the scriptures, “the rod,” is a symbol 
of the commandment and authority of God.  We will see the rod used several times as 
God sent forth his sore judgments upon Pharaoh and Egypt.  Likewise, the serpent is a 



symbol of Satan and sin.  When the commandment and authority of God is cast down, it 
becomes a serpent (sin) to chase us.  When Adam transgressed the commandment and 
authority of God in the Garden of Eden, he suffered the deadly consequences of sins bite.  
When Christ, the second Adam, became sin for us, he delivered the elect from the deadly 
(eternal) consequences of sin.  Christ put forth his hand and delivered us from the sins of 
our flesh.  Now the rod or authority of God is in the hands of Christ and we are to be 
obedient and submissive to his authority. 
 Just like Moses cast the rod upon the ground, so we likewise had cast the 
commandment of God upon the ground, and like Moses fled from before his own sins, so 
we fled from before our sins.  Moreover, when Moses followed the commandment of 
God to take up the serpent, then it became a rod in his hands, by which he would be 
blessed to bring forth great judgments upon Egypt.  Likewise, when we break God’s 
commandment we flee from the consequences of our sin which chase us.  However, when 
we take up the commandments of God, we go in the authority of God and can do 
whatever God would have us to do. 
 “And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. 
And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was 
leprous as snow. 7 And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand 
into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as 
his other flesh.”  Leprosy is a disease known to mankind and is basically incurable by 
man.  Leprosy is used as a symbol of sin in the book of Leviticus.  Again, using the 
examples of Adam and Christ, we can see a typical picture of sin being brought into the 
world of Adam multiplied by the hand of Adam, when he disobeyed the commandment 
of God.  Next, we see a typical picture of Christ delivering us from sin by the work of 
Christ’s hand.  In all cases, the type is never as perfect as the antitype.  When Christ 
delivered us from the consequences of our sins, he did not just restore us to a state of 
innocence, but delivered us into a far greater and better state.  He gave us eternal life, 
which Adam did not have before he broke the commandment of God.   
 “And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the 
voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign. 9 And it shall 
come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, 
that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water 
which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.”  Here we have a 
typical picture of Christ’s atonement for the sins of his people.  Christ, being the pure 
river of the water of life, poured out his life giving it to redeem his people from their sins.  
The waters of his perfect life were poured upon the dry and barren land of the lives of his 
people.  According to the scriptures, “the life is in the blood.”  Thus, through the atoning 
sacrifice of Christ we are given eternal life by the sprinkling of his precious blood.  In our 
depraved state before the application of Christ’s atonement to us, we were totally barren 
of anything good or worthy in our lives.  After the application of Christ’s atonement for 
us we are given eternal spiritual life and now can bear the wondrous fruit of the spirit 
which is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and 
temperance.   
 The Lord assured Moses that the children of Israel would believe and hearken to 
the voice of the above three signs.  This is not to say that they would have understood the 
spiritual significance of those signs, but rather they would at least recognize that the 



miraculous signs had to come from God and thus Moses was sent to bring them forth 
from the bondage of Egypt.   

Exodus 4.10-17 
 

 Ex. 4:10 “And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither 
heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a 
slow tongue. 11 And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who 
maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD? 12 Now 
therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say. 13 And he 
said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send. 14 And the 
anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy 
brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: 
and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 15 And thou shalt speak unto him, 
and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will 
teach you what ye shall do. 16 And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he 
shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of 
God. 17 And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs.” 
 “And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither 
heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a 
slow tongue.”  This is the next in the list of things that Moses uses as an excuse why that 
he is unable to do what the Lord has told him to do.  However, while Moses was in 
Egypt, he was described as being “mighty in word.”  Humility is generally an admirable 
quality, but using our weaknesses as an excuse to refrain from doing the service that God 
gives us is not a valid excuse.  The truth is that none of us are able to do the Lord’s 
service that he appoints to us in our own strength and abilities.  We are totally dependent 
upon the Lord as Jesus said, “without me you can do nothing.”  The Lord answers Moses 
with: “And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the 
dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD? 12 Now therefore go, 
and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.”  The Lord has 
promised us that he will provide us with the ability to do what he tells us that we are to 
do.  Paul stated by the leadership of the Holy Spirit: “I can do all things thru Christ which 
strengtheneth me.  The Lord, who is the creator of all things and has all power in heaven 
and earth, can loose man’s tongue and make those slow of speech to speak fluently.  God 
promised Moses that he would teach him what he should say.  Moses had not yet learned 
the lesson that it is not by his ability but by the ability that God gives him that he can 
perform the service of God.  We learn this lesson through the experiences of life and 
seeing the Lord’s deliverances in our lives.  This is a very important lesson in our growth 
in faith.   
 “And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt 
send. 14 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not 
Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh 
forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 15 And thou shalt 
speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his 
mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do. 16 And he shall be thy spokesman unto the 
people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to 
him instead of God.”  Now Moses ignores the words and assurances of the Lord and ask 



that God send someone to speak to the children of Israel.  Here, we see that what Moses 
said displeased the Lord as his anger was kindled against Moses.  God is definitely not 
pleased when we continually make excuses as to why we cannot do his service.   
 Even though God’s anger was kindled against Moses, yet as is so often the case, 
God is still gracious unto his children.  In this case, God promised Moses that he would 
send Aaron, the brother of Moses to be his mouthpiece.  God would speak to Moses; 
Moses would speak to Aaron and Aaron would relay the message to the people as Moses 
spokesman.   
 “And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs.” Even 
though Moses gave so many excuses, God still required Moses to do his bidding and 
concluded this section by telling him to take the rod and do the signs God would show 
and tell him.  Thus, after all the excuses we may raise, we still have to do the service God 
requires of us.   
 

Exodus 4.18 
 
 Ex. 4:18 “And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said unto 
him, Let me go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see 
whether they be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace.”  Sometimes what we 
don’t say can be revealing.  Moses got permission from Jethro his father in law to return 
unto Egypt.  While that was proper to do so, yet the reason Moses gave was not the real 
reason he was returning to Egypt.  Moses said that he wanted to go and see whether his 
brethren were yet alive.  Moses knew from what God had told him that his brethren were 
yet alive.  Yet Moses hid from Jethro his real reason for returning to Egypt and lied to 
him about it.  Why Moses chose not to tell Jethro the real reason for his return to Egypt 
and then lied about it is just speculation.  There really was no legitimate reason for Moses 
to hide his purpose and then lie about it.   
 God’s people are not perfect, just like Moses was not perfect.  Sin works in us to 
do things that we should not do and we have to ever be diligent to mortify the deeds of 
the flesh if we are to live lives that are pleasing unto God.   
 

Exodus 4.19-26 
 
 Ex. 4:19 “And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for 
all the men are dead which sought thy life. 20 And Moses took his wife and his sons, and 
set them upon an ass, and he returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of 
God in his hand. 21 And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into 
Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: 
but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go. 22 And thou shalt say unto 
Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn: 23 And I say unto 
thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will 
slay thy son, even thy firstborn. 24 And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the 
LORD met him, and sought to kill him. 25 Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off 
the foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou 
to me. 26  So he let him go: then she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the 
circumcision.” 



 “And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men 
are dead which sought thy life.”  The Lord continued to assure Moses that things would 
be all right when he went to Egypt.  Naturally, one of the chief concerns a man would 
have in Moses circumstance is that the authorities that had sought his life would still be 
around and still seek to kill him.  The Lord assured him that all the men who sought his 
life were dead and therefore he had no need to fear that there were those in Egypt still 
seeking to kill him.   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see that 
thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I will 
harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go.  And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, 
Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn: And I say unto thee, Let my 
son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, 
even thy firstborn.”  Here the Lord set the stage for Moses return unto Egypt and what he 
was to say to Pharaoh.  There are several salient points in the above: 
  1.  Moses was do all the wonders which God had put in his hands.  Moses 
did not get to pick and choose what he wanted to do or say.  As a servant of the Lord the 
servant does not set the agenda and do things his way, but God sets our agenda and we 
are to do things God’s way./ 
  2.  God told Moses that God would harden Pharaoh’s heart that he would 
not let the people go.  Some have wondered how that God hardened the heart of Pharaoh.  
When heat is applied to clay it will harden.  When heat is applied to wax it will melt.  The 
unregenerate have hearts like clay.  When the heat of God’s judgment is applied to the 
heart of the unregenerate it hardens.  Born again children of God (regenerate) have hearts 
like wax. When the heat of God’s judgment is applied to the heart of the regenerate it 
melts.  When God pronounced his judgments upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt, Pharaoh’s 
heart was hardened and he refused to let the children of Israel go.   
 Moreover, Moses apparently was not listening to what God said because he was 
very disappointed the first couple of times when Pharaoh refused to let the children of 
Israel go. 
  3.  God called Israel his son and his firstborn.  A first born son inherits a 
double portion and eventually becomes the heat of the family.  For instance, Christ is said 
to be the firstborn among many brethren: Rom. 8:29 “For whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.”  Being a son of God makes one a member of God’s family and 
brings one under the protective care of God and permits one to eat at God’s table.  
Moreover, the father will seek to deliver his son from whatever befalls him. 
  4.  Part of Moses message to Pharaoh is that God said let his son go that he 
may serve him.  God also gave Pharaoh the consequences of failing to take heed and that 
is that his firstborn would be slain by God.  There are consequences, even to the 
unregenerate for failing to do what God commands.  God plainly told Pharaoh the 
consequences. 
 “And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the LORD met him, and sought to 
kill him.  Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast it 
at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me.  So he let him go: then she 
said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision.”  There are a couple of 
questions raised in the above passages: 



  1.  Who was the Lord seeking to kill?  Was is Moses or was it Moses’ 
son?  I am convinced that it was Moses’ son that God sought to kill. 
  2.  The second question is why did God seek to kill him?  The answer is 
that God had commanded Abraham and his seed to keep the covenant of circumcision.  
Those who failed to keep the covenant would be cut off from the people.  Moses would 
have been circumcised when he was eight days old.  This was before Moses became the 
adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  However, Gershom, his son, had not been 
circumcised according to the commandment of God.  It was necessary that Gershom be 
circumcised or he would die at the hands of God.  Zipporah, Moses wife, apparently was 
not on board with the covenant of circumcision, but complied to circumcise her son to 
save his life.  She showed her displeasure by casting the foreskin of her son at the feet of 
Moses and saying, “Surely a bloody husband art thou to me.”   
 

Exodus 4.27-31 
 
 Ex. 4:27  “And the LORD said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. 
And he went, and met him in the mount of God, and kissed him. 28 And Moses told 
Aaron all the words of the LORD who had sent him, and all the signs which he had 
commanded him. 29 And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of 
the children of Israel: 30 And Aaron spake all the words which the LORD had spoken 
unto Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. 31 And the people believed: and 
when they heard that the LORD had visited the children of Israel, and that he had looked 
upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped.” 
 “And the LORD said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. And he 
went, and met him in the mount of God, and kissed him.”  I sometimes have difficulty 
working more than one or two tasks at the same time.  That is not a problem with God.  
He can work in the lives of multitudes of people at the same time.  Here, God was not 
only working in Moses to accomplish his purpose, but was at the same time working in 
the life of his brother Aaron to bring about his purpose.   
 God had commanded Aaron to go into the wilderness to meet Moses.  Now the 
wilderness to which God referred was a huge place.  The question we might raise is how 
could Aaron hope to find Moses in such a huge place?  That is not a problem with God, 
because he knows all things and is every where present and no where absent.  So it is a 
very simple task with God to direct the steps of Aaron to where Moses was located.   
 These two brethren met at the mount of God.  This is the best place to meet 
someone.  When you are in the mount of God and someone else is in the mount of God, 
then any meeting will be delightful.  Aaron met Moses and kissed him.  We need not 
think that every time the word, kiss, is found in the scriptures that it is referring to a kiss 
on the mouth or cheek.  Several times in the scriptures it may very well be referring to an 
embrace or hug.  These two brethren were happy to see one another as it had probably 
been about 40 years since they last met.  The terms of their meeting are also a delight as 
they are setting out on a trip to deliver their brethren from the hard and miserable 
bondage they were suffering in Egypt. 
 “And Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD who had sent him, and all the 
signs which he had commanded him.”  The fact that God had sent Aaron as God had said 
he would was an encouragement to Moses that God would do as he promised.  Moses 



was blessed to share with Aaron all the words that the Lord had told him and all the signs 
which God had commanded him.   
 “And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the children 
of Israel: And Aaron spake all the words which the LORD had spoken unto Moses, and 
did the signs in the sight of the people.”  Here Moses and Aaron set out faithfully to do 
what the Lord had commanded them to do.  They first gathered all the elders of the 
children of Israel together as God commanded Moses.  Next, as Moses spokesman, and 
according to God’s promise, Aaron spake all the words which the LORD had spoken 
unto Moses.  Next, Aaron did the signs that God had shown unto Moses in the sight of 
the people.  When we do things the way God has commanded or taught us and we say 
according to the message God has given us, we can expect to see what God has promised.  
This is what happened. 
 “And the people believed: and when they heard that the LORD had visited the 
children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their 
heads and worshipped.”  Belief is such a blessing to the people of God.  The people 
believed the words and signs and realized it was from God and that God had looked upon 
their affliction and had sent his servants to work to deliver them.  Then the people did 
what was most fitting for them to do: they bowed their heads and worshipped.  We are so 
quick to pray when we feel ourselves in great need and we feel ourselves unable to 
deliver ourselves.  However, it is also important for us to pray and worship when God 
delivers us or sends us good news.  This the people did. 
 
 

Exodus 5.1-4 
 

 Ex. 5:1  “And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith 
the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the 
wilderness. 2 And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let 
Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go. 3 And they said, The God of 
the Hebrews hath met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three days' journey into the desert, 
and sacrifice unto the LORD our God; lest he fall upon us with pestilence, or with the 
sword. 4 And the king of Egypt said unto them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let 
the people from their works? get you unto your burdens.” 
 “And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the 
wilderness.”  This, of course, is what the Lord told Moses and Aaron to do.  However, 
remember that the Lord also told Moses that Pharaoh would not hearken to let the people 
go.   
 “And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel 
go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go.”  It is true that Pharaoh said that he 
did not know the Lord.  It is also true that Pharaoh was not going to give up his dominion 
over his Israelite slaves.  It was his moneys treasure to have them do his work for him for 
only the cost of the maintenance of their bodies.  Pharaoh had not been born of the Spirit 
and had no love of God within him and he feared not God, therefore, he was going to act 
in an entirely selfish way.  Pharaoh in his carnality cared not that the children of Israel 



were greatly suffering under his wicked hands.  To Pharaoh the children of Israel were 
like oxen to do his work and then to be slaughtered for his selfish gain.   
 “And they said, The God of the Hebrews hath met with us: let us go, we pray 
thee, three days' journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto the LORD our God; lest he fall 
upon us with pestilence, or with the sword.”  Here Moses and Aaron went from stating 
the commandment of God which God had instructed them to begging that Pharaoh would 
hearken to let the children of Israel go.  They erred in that the God who was commanding 
them was far greater than the king who was before them.  They should never have begged 
before the worldly king.  It does not do any good to beg before a worldly king or ruler.  
He will only take it as a sign of weakness on your part.   
 “And the king of Egypt said unto them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let 
the people from their works? get you unto your burdens.”  In this statement the king of 
Egypt is showing to Moses and Aaron that he believes he is greater than what he 
considers to be their imaginary God.  He also falsely accuses them of letting the people 
go from their works.  He then commands them to get themselves unto their burdens 
which he had assigned to the children of Israel.   
 Moses and Aaron were now undertaking a path of much spiritual growth that will 
become evident in the days to come as they will repeatedly stand before Pharaoh 
speaking the words of God unto him demanding that he let the people go to worship the 
God of Israel in the wilderness.  
 

 
 
 

Exodus 5.5-11 
 

 Ex. 5:5 “And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people of the land now are many, and ye 
make them rest from their burdens. 6 And Pharaoh commanded the same day the 
taskmasters of the people, and their officers, saying, 7 Ye shall no more give the people 
straw to make brick, as heretofore: let them go and gather straw for themselves. 8 And 
the tale of the bricks, which they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them; ye shall 
not diminish ought thereof: for they be idle; therefore they cry, saying, Let us go and 
sacrifice to our God. 9 Let there more work be laid upon the men, that they may labour 
therein; and let them not regard vain words. 10 And the taskmasters of the people went 
out, and their officers, and they spake to the people, saying, Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not 
give you straw. 11 Go ye, get you straw where ye can find it: yet not ought of your work 
shall be diminished.” 
 “And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people of the land now are many, and ye make 
them rest from their burdens.”  To Pharaoh worship of a God was just idle superstition 
and takes away from the time the people ought to be working to enrich his coffers.  So to 
combat what he believes to be idle superstition he assigns more work to the children of 
Israel whose lives were already made bitter with hard bondage.  
  “And Pharaoh commanded the same day the taskmasters of the people, and their 
officers, saying, Ye shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as heretofore: let 
them go and gather straw for themselves.  And the tale of the bricks, which they did make 
heretofore, ye shall lay upon them; ye shall not diminish ought thereof: for they be idle; 



therefore they cry, saying, Let us go and sacrifice to our God.  Let there more work be 
laid upon the men, that they may labour therein; and let them not regard vain words.” 
 In this passage Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the people to assign more 
work to the children of Israel as he said they were idle which he said was evident because 
they had requested: “Let us go and sacrifice to our God.”  Pharaoh called this “vain 
words.”  Pharaoh also demonstrated his arrogance toward the slaves as he shows them 
that if they ask for time off that he will counter by assigning more work to them.  He 
hoped to stop any future request for time off from their burdens through this means.   
 “And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their officers, and they spake to 
the people, saying, Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw.  Go ye, get you straw 
where ye can find it: yet not ought of your work shall be diminished.”  It is evident that 
the children of Israel were in a burdensome predicament in that Pharaoh had increased 
considerably their work load and effectively shorted the time in which they could 
accomplish their tasks as they now had to spend considerable time gathering straw which 
heretofore had been supplied to them.  They were set up for failure and that is exactly 
what would happen.   
 

Exodus 5.12-19 
 

 Ex. 5:12 “So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to 
gather stubble instead of straw. 13 And the taskmasters hasted them, saying, Fulfil your 
works, your daily tasks, as when there was straw. 14 And the officers of the children of 
Israel, which Pharaoh's taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and demanded, 
Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in making brick both yesterday and to day, as 
heretofore? 15 Then the officers of the children of Israel came and cried unto Pharaoh, 
saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy servants? 16 There is no straw given unto 
thy servants, and they say to us, Make brick: and, behold, thy servants are beaten; but the 
fault is in thine own people. 17 But he said, Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let 
us go and do sacrifice to the LORD. 18 Go therefore now, and work; for there shall no 
straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. 19 And the officers of the 
children of Israel did see that they were in evil case, after it was said, Ye shall not minish 
ought from your bricks of your daily task.” 
 “So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to gather 
stubble instead of straw. 13 And the taskmasters hasted them, saying, Fulfil your works, 
your daily tasks, as when there was straw.”  Much of the time that the people would 
otherwise have been making brick they now spent gathering stubble.  Gathering stubble is 
a slow and tedious job.  To gather enough stubble to make a tale of brick would take a lot 
of time, yet the children of Israel were told to produce the same amount of bricks as they 
had before.  It was an impossible task that Pharaoh had given them.  This he did to punish 
them for asking to be given time off to go and worship God.   
 “And the officers of the children of Israel, which Pharaoh's taskmasters had set 
over them, were beaten, and demanded, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in 
making brick both yesterday and to day, as heretofore?”  The taskmasters, no doubt, 
under Pharaoh’s orders beat the officers of the children of Israel because they had not 
fulfilled their task in making the same quantity of brick as they had before.  The officers 
were in a strait.  The children of Israel could not possibly fulfill the task and yet they 



were beaten for not fulfilling their task.  In their mind, they probably thought that if they 
continued to fail to fulfill the task that they would be beaten to death.   
 “Then the officers of the children of Israel came and cried unto Pharaoh, saying, 
Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy servants? 16 There is no straw given unto thy 
servants, and they say to us, Make brick: and, behold, thy servants are beaten; but the 
fault is in thine own people.” The officers seeking relief from the impossible task went to 
the only person that they thought could give them relief.  They went to Pharaoh.  
However, Pharaoh had set them up for failure because that Moses and Aaron had sought 
time to go into the wilderness to worship their God.  Pharaoh’s answer to them was: “But 
he said, Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let us go and do sacrifice to the LORD.  
Go therefore now, and work; for there shall no straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver 
the tale of bricks.”  Pharaoh was pointing out to them that their request to go and do 
sacrifice to the LORD was the reason they were in the predicament they were in.  He said 
that it was obvious they were idle.  He reiterated that he expected them to do deliver the 
same amount of brick even while no straw was given unto them.   
 “And the officers of the children of Israel did see that they were in evil case, after 
it was said, Ye shall not minish ought from your bricks of your daily task.”  As far as the 
officers were concerned they had no way out of their predicament.  I make the point here 
that serving the Lord requires a willingness and readiness to suffer for his name’s sake.  
As of yet, the officers and the children of Israel had not yet learned that lesson.  It is one 
of the lessons of faith, that often times the first steps are met with opposition and 
seemingly failure.  Yet, we must learn to trust in the Lord for our deliverances.   
 

 
Exodus 5.20-23 

 
 Ex. 5:20 “And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came 
forth from Pharaoh: 21 And they said unto them, The LORD look upon you, and judge; 
because ye have made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes 
of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us. 22 And Moses returned unto the 
LORD, and said, Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this people? why is it that 
thou hast sent me? 23 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he hath done evil 
to this people; neither hast thou delivered thy people at all.” 
 “And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came forth from 
Pharaoh: 21 And they said unto them, The LORD look upon you, and judge; because ye 
have made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his 
servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us.”  It is evident that the officers of the 
people did not expect to suffer for the cause of God.  Yet, we today need to expect to 
suffer affliction for the cause of Christ.  The afflictions strengthen us and lead to the 
exercise of our faith.  Typically when someone goes through affliction they want to play 
the blame game.  The officers of the people placed the blame upon the messengers of 
God, Moses and Aaron.  After all if they had not come and encouraged them that they 
were soon to see deliverance from their bondage, they would not have suffered affliction.  
They believed that Moses and Aaron’s going to Pharaoh to seek permission to go into the 
wilderness to sacrifice and serve God was the reason Pharaoh had assigned them an 
impossible task that led to their being beaten.  This is true that is the reason Pharaoh 



assigned them the impossible task and caused them to be beaten.  They forgot about the 
promise of deliverance and they did not trust their God to fulfill his promise.   
 “And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil 
entreated this people? why is it that thou hast sent me? 23 For since I came to Pharaoh to 
speak in thy name, he hath done evil to this people; neither hast thou delivered thy people 
at all.”  Like Moses, most of us are prone to shy away from conflict.  The officers 
rebuking Moses and Aaron was a conflict they had not expected and furthermore were 
not prepared for.  Thus, Moses also had not expected to meet with opposition from 
Pharaoh and for Pharaoh’s reaction to their words they spoke from God.  Moses, like the 
officers, played the blame game with God. He accused God of not keeping his promises, 
which of course, was not true.  If Moses had paid attention to what God told him he 
would have known that Pharaoh was not willingly going to let the people go.  Moses 
even questioned why the LORD had sent him.  He blamed the LORD for the evil 
treatment of the people, which was inflicted by orders from Pharaoh.  Moses had a lot of 
spiritual growth and growth in faith to do in the near future.  This is so typical of each of 
us as we began our walk of faith.  We often do not listen to what God has told us and 
furthermore, we often do not trust that God will keep his promises, and we have unreal 
expectations of what will take place when we follow the LORD.  We all need to grow 
throughout our lifetime in our faith and trust in the LORD.  We also need to realize that 
God works in his own timetable and not on ours.  We should not have unreal expections.  
Additionally we need to realize that at times we will suffer afflictions for the cause of 
Christ.   
 
 
 

Exodus 6.1-8 
 
 6:1 “Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to 
Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive 
them out of his land. 2 And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD: 3 
And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God 
Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. 4 And I have also 
established my covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their 
pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. 5 And I have also heard the groaning of the 
children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my 
covenant. 6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring 
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, 
and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments: 7 And I will 
take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the 
LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 And 
I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the LORD.” 
 6:1 “Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to 
Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive 
them out of his land.”  After hearing Moses complaints and accusations, the LORD 
manifest his grace unto Moses and tells him again that He will deliver Israel with a strong 



hand and that when all is over Pharaoh will not only be agreeable for Israel to leave but 
with a strong hand he will drive the children of Israel out because of what the LORD had 
done unto Pharaoh.   
 “And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD: 3 And I 
appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but 
by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.”  In the King James translation the 
word, LORD, is the same as the word, JEHOVAH.  They both mean, a covenant making 
and covenant keeping God.  The LORD told Moses that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did 
not know him by the name of LORD.  However, they knew him by the name, Almighty.  
It wasn’t as though they had not heard the word, LORD, for it is the most frequent word 
that God used with them.  What it is talking about is that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had 
all been witnesses of the Almighty power of God.  They had not been witnesses of the 
LORD fulfilling his covenant that he had made with Abraham and confirmed with Isaac 
and Jacob.  Among the covenant promises that the LORD had made with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob was that He would give them the land of Canaan for a possession.  
However, in their lifetime, they had dwelt in the land of Canaan but had not been 
possessors of that land.  Now God’s appointed time had come for their descendants to 
possess that land.  Possession of that land would come under God’s name Jehovah or 
LORD.   
 “And I have also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of 
Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. 5 And I have also 
heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I 
have remembered my covenant.”  God established a covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage.  They had been 
strangers in that land and not possessors of that land.  There are times that we may think 
that God has forgotten his covenant and forgotten us.  However, God cannot forget his 
covenant and he cannot forget us.  Likewise, he had not forgotten his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and when the appointed time came for their deliverance, 
which God told Abraham that the children of Israel would dwell in Egypt for four 
hundred years and that they would be sore afflicted in that land.  God heard the groanings 
of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians kept in bondage and remembered his 
covenant.  Now was the time that the LORD came to deliver the children of Israel. 
  “Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you 
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I 
will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments: And I will take you 
to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the LORD 
your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will 
bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the LORD.”  In this 
passage of scripture, according to the covenant promise God had made with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob God promises the children of Israel that he will do seven things to 
establish his covenant promise: 
  1.  I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
  2.  I will rid you out of their bondage. 
  3.  I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments. 
  4.  I will take you to me for a people. 



  5.  I will be to you a God. 
  6.  I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to 
give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
  7.  I will give it you for an heritage.   
 These seven promises set the tone for what is written in the rest of the book of 
Exodus as well as the books of Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Joshua.   
 Notice that God in making these promises made the promises using the phrase “I 
am the LORD” three times.  He uses this phrase with the beginning, the ending, and the 
middle of these seven promises.  The phrase “I am the LORD” is significant in that it 
combines two names for God.  God had told Moses that his name is “I AM” to which 
Moses related to the children of Israel.  I AM suggests to us that God is ever present, 
unchanging, and eternal.  The name “LORD” suggests to us that God is a covenant 
establishing and covenant keeping God.  By combining these two names, God is showing 
Moses and the children of Israel that he will not and cannot fail to keep his covenant 
promises.   
 

Exodus 6.9-13 
 

 Ex. 6:9 “And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel: but they hearkened not 
unto Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage. 10 And the LORD spake unto 
Moses, saying, 11Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he let the children of 
Israel go out of his land. 12 And Moses spake before the LORD, saying, Behold, the 
children of Israel have not hearkened unto me; how then shall Pharaoh hear me, who am 
of uncircumcised lips? 13 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, and gave 
them a charge unto the children of Israel, and unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the 
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt.”   
 “And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel: but they hearkened not unto 
Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage.”  This shows that our personal 
circumstances can cloud our view of the future and what is about to take place.  The 
anguish of spirit and cruel bondage of the children of Israel clouded their minds to what 
the LORD told them through his servant Moses.  It is a lack of experience exercising 
faith that causes us to get bogged down in our current circumstances and not trust in the 
LORD for our deliverances.  Paul through the direction of the Holy Spirit set forth a 
principle for growth in faith: Rom. 5:3 “And not only so, but we glory in tribulations 
also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and 
experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”  The children of Israel 
were undergoing a great tribulation.  The lesson being taught them was to be patient and 
wait upon the LORD.  This would lead to an experience of seeing the deliverance of the 
LORD.  This in turn would bring them hope by which they could both give glory to God 
and trust in him for future deliverances.   
 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 11Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, that he let the children of Israel go out of his land.”  This shows us that the LORD 
fully intended to accomplish his promises regardless of the current exercise of faith of the 
children of Israel and of Moses.  Some promises of God are conditional upon the actions 
of men and some are unconditional upon the actions of men.  In this sixth chapter, the 



promises are clearly unconditional upon the actions of men.  God simply stated the seven 
things that he was going to do to fulfill his covenant promises to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.   
 “And Moses spake before the LORD, saying, Behold, the children of Israel have 
not hearkened unto me; how then shall Pharaoh hear me, who am of uncircumcised lips?”  
This clearly shows Moses current state of doubt in the promises of God.  Another thing is 
that Moses still thought that he was responsible for convincing Pharaoh to let the children 
of Israel go, when in fact it was the LORD who would bring Pharaoh to his knees and 
cause him to not only let them go but drive out the children of Israel from Egypt.  We 
should learn to not trust in our own abilities, but rather learn to trust in the LORD’s 
abilities to accomplish his purposes.   
 “And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, and gave them a charge unto 
the children of Israel, and unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out 
of the land of Egypt.”  The LORD certainly knew the current state of doubt of the 
children of Israel and of Moses, but was not the least bit deterred from his purpose that 
the children of Israel be brought out of the land of Israel.  Moreover, the LORD gave 
Moses and Aaron a charge to deliver unto the children of Israel and to Moses to bring the 
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt.  Regardless of their current state of unbelief, 
God would fulfill his charge. 
 

Exodus 6.14-25 
 

 Ex. 6:14 “These be the heads of their fathers' houses: The sons of Reuben the 
firstborn of Israel; Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi: these be the families of 
Reuben. 15 And the sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and 
Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish woman: these are the families of Simeon.  
 16 And these are the names of the sons of Levi according to their generations; 
Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari: and the years of the life of Levi were an hundred thirty 
and seven years. 17 The sons of Gershon; Libni, and Shimi, according to their families. 
18 And the sons of Kohath; Amram, and Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel: and the years of 
the life of Kohath were an hundred thirty and three years. 19 And the sons of Merari; 
Mahali and Mushi: these are the families of Levi according to their generations. 20 And 
Amram took him Jochebed his father's sister to wife; and she bare him Aaron and Moses: 
and the years of the life of Amram were an hundred and thirty and seven years. 21 And 
the sons of Izhar; Korah, and Nepheg, and Zichri. 22 And the sons of Uzziel; Mishael, 
and Elzaphan, and Zithri. 23 And Aaron took him Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab, 
sister of Naashon, to wife; and she bare him Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 24 
And the sons of Korah; Assir, and Elkanah, and Abiasaph: these are the families of the 
Korhites.  
 25 And Eleazar Aaron's son took him one of the daughters of Putiel to wife; and 
she bare him Phinehas: these are the heads of the fathers of the Levites according to their 
families.” 
 The above genealogy is primarily about the descendants of Levi.  Levi was the 
third son of Jacob.  Rueben was the first born and Simeon the second born son of Jacob.  
By including them in the above genealogy, the Spirit is showing us that the chosen tribe 
of Levi was not chosen on the basis of birth order.  There is a lot said in the scriptures 



about the rights and privileges of the first born.  There is also a lot said about the second 
born and God’s often placing the second born in a place of favor.  However, when it 
came to the priesthood, God, as usual is sovereign in his choices and sovereignly chose 
Levi for the office and work of priesthood.   
 In the priesthood, Aaron and his sons who came after him and his death were to 
be the high priest in the priesthood.  His sons were to serve in the office of priest, while 
the other children of Levi were to do the work of the tabernacle and service of God.  The 
work of the children of Levi was divided and prescribed by the Lord among the 
descendants of the three sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.   
 The heritage of Aaron and Moses are also shown us in the genealogy of Levi.  
Aaron was the first high priest and Moses was the chosen prophet of God to deliver the 
law to the children of Israel.   
 Eleazar, the thirdborn son of Aaron and his son Phinehas are also specifically 
pointed out in the above passage and their significance is that when Aaron died, Eleazar 
succeeded him as the high priest and Phinehas his son succeeded Eleazar as the high 
priest upon the death of Eleazar. 
 
 

Exodus 6.26-30 
 

 Ex. 6:26 “These are that Aaron and Moses, to whom the LORD said, Bring out 
the children of Israel from the land of Egypt according to their armies. 27 These are they 
which spake to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring out the children of Israel from Egypt: 
these are that Moses and Aaron. 28 And it came to pass on the day when the LORD 
spake unto Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 That the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, I 
am the LORD: speak thou unto Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say unto thee. 30 And 
Moses said before the LORD, Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh 
hearken unto me?” 
 All of the above is a restatement of what was previously written in this chapter.  
We may wonder why at times we have a repeat of what is previously written.  Certainly, 
it is a point of emphasis.  Sometimes we have to hear things or read things two or three 
times for it to make an impression upon us.  The fourteenth psalm and the fifty third 
psalm are almost identical.  They are very similar in what is stated to Romans chapter 
three verses 9-17.  These three passages set forth in plain language an extremely 
important doctrine of which if you do not have a good understanding, many of the 
doctrines of the scriptures cannot possibly be fully understood.  We need to have things 
repeated for us from time to time.   
 
 

Exodus 7.1-7 
 

 Ex. 7:1 “And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to 
Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. 2 Thou shalt speak all that I 
command thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he send the children 
of Israel out of his land. 3 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my signs and 
my wonders in the land of Egypt. 4 But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may 



lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, and my people the children of 
Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments. 5 And the Egyptians shall know that I 
am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children of 
Israel from among them. 6 And Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded them, so 
did they. 7 And Moses was fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and three years old, 
when they spake unto Pharaoh.” 
 In the next few chapters as we study the judgments that God brings upon Egypt, 
we want to focus our attention on several things: 
  1.  The attributes of God. 
  2.  The growth in faith of Moses. 
  3.  The total unbelief and stubbornness of an unregenerate leader as 
Pharaoh.   
  4.  The difference God makes between the children of Israel and the 
Egyptians. 
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and 
Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.”  Pharaoh did not believe in the LORD nor did he 
believe the LORD.  To Pharaoh the episodes that follow was a test of will and ability 
with Moses.  All he knew of God was what he saw in Moses and he did not think that 
Moses was truly a God.  Furthermore, since God had made Aaron Moses mouthpiece to 
speak for Moses, then Pharaoh look at Aaron as being Moses prophet. 
 “Thou shalt speak all that I command thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto 
Pharaoh, that he send the children of Israel out of his land.”  The end result that God was 
going to accomplish is that Pharaoh send the children of Israel out of the land.  Pharaoh 
was going to be completely resistant to that idea.  Moses was to speak all that God 
commanded him.  God was speaking directly to Moses.  Moses then spoke everything 
that God commanded to Aaron and then Aaron spoke to Pharaoh.  This was God’s order 
that he had established.  God is a God of order and things are to be done according to 
God’s order.  The message to Pharaoh was a simple and direct message: i.e. send the 
children of Israel out of Egypt.   
 “And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my signs and my wonders in the 
land of Egypt.”  Common questions people ask about this is why and how did God 
harden Pharaoh’s heart?  Was Pharaoh simply a puppet being moved to do wickedly 
because God had hardened his heart?  Pharaoh was not a puppet.  He was acting in his 
own volition.  The stubbornness of his heart and his resistance to the will of God was not 
caused by God but he acted on his own to sin.  Pharaoh was not born of the Spirit and so 
only had an unregenerate heart.  He was of the fallen nature of Adam and in that 
condition could not and would not seek after God.  As the scriptures say, “The fool hath 
said in his heart there is no God.”  All who are unregenerate are as Pharaoh in that they 
do not believe in God and do not believe God.   
 The way God hardened Pharaoh’s heart was through judgment.  Those who are 
not born of the spirit have a heart of flesh which is like clay.  Those who have been born 
of the spirit have a heart that is like wax.  When the fire of God’s judgment comes upon 
the unregenerate his heart like clay is hardened.  However, when the fire of judgment 
comes upon the regenerate his heart melts in sorrow and repentance like wax melts under 
the flame of fire.  According as God poured out his judgments upon Pharaoh and Egypt 
so Pharaoh’s heart was hardened in resistance to God.   



 “But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and 
bring forth mine armies, and my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by 
great judgments.”  The reason that Pharaoh would not hearken unto Moses and Aaron is 
because his heart was hardened in resistance to the judgments of God and he believed 
that he was greater and would prevail in the end.  In the end, however, God would prevail 
and bring his armies and his people the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by great 
judgments. 
 “And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine 
hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from among them.”  In the end, 
even the unregenerate would know by the overwhelming evidence of God’s judgment 
that it was God that had brought the children of Israel from among them.   
 “And Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded them, so did they. 7 And 
Moses was fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and three years old, when they 
spake unto Pharaoh.”  Both God’s sovereignty and his ability are magnified here.  God in 
his sovereignty was taken a company of slaves and delivering them from their slave 
masters who were at the time the greatest nation then upon the face of the earth.  
Moreover, God’s ability is being manifest by the fact that God was using two old men 
who would normally be thought to be in the latter stages of their lives and using them to 
deliver the company of slaves who would start out as the least of all nations and later 
come to grow into a mighty nation by the amazing ability of God.  God does not need a 
great multitude or a people equipped with great power or ability in order to deliver.  This 
is abundantly manifest in God’s deliverance of the children of Israel out of Egypt and the 
destruction of Egypt and their mighty army.   
 

Exodus 7.8-13 
 

 Ex. 7:8 “And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 9 When 
Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Show a miracle for you: then thou shalt say unto 
Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpent. 10 And 
Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the LORD had commanded: 
and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it became a 
serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians 
of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments. 12 For they cast down 
every man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. 13 
And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had 
said.”   
 The rod in the scriptures is a symbol of the authority and commandment of God.  
Every time that Moses or Aaron stretched forth the rod it was in obedience to the 
authority and commandment of God.  The rod cast down is like the authority of God cast 
down.  When the authority of God is cast down it represents sin and the serpent 
represents sin.   
 A rod becoming a serpent surely shows the miraculous power of God.  However, 
we notice that the magicians of Egypt used their magic to make it appear that their rods 
had also become serpents.  It is interesting that even when the authority or commandment 
of God is broken it still has more power than the false authorities of men.  Aaron’s rod 
that became a serpent swallowed up the serpents the magicians had brought forth.   



 As God told Moses, when Pharaoh saw the miracle of God and the serpent 
swallowing up the serpents of the magicians he hardened his heart in resistance to the 
authority and commandment of God.   
 

Exodus 7.14-18 
 

 Ex. 7:14 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart is hardened, he 
refuseth to let the people go. 15 Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he goeth out 
unto the water; and thou shalt stand by the river's brink against he come; and the rod 
which was turned to a serpent shalt thou take in thine hand. 16 And thou shalt say unto 
him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying, Let my people go, 
that they may serve me in the wilderness: and, behold, hitherto thou wouldest not hear. 17 
Thus saith the LORD, In this thou shalt know that I am the LORD: behold, I will smite 
with the rod that is in mine hand upon the waters which are in the river, and they shall be 
turned to blood. 18 And the fish that is in the river shall die, and the river shall stink; and 
the Egyptians shall loathe to drink of the water of the river.” 
 God’s omniscience (knowledge of all things past, present and future) is manifest 
in this passage of scripture.  God told Moses, the present condition of Pharaoh’s heart, 
which, of course, man could not look into and see, but God alone.  Next, God told Moses 
what would happen in the future that Pharaoh would go the next morning to the water at 
the river’s brink.  Only God who can foresee all future events could know what Pharaoh 
would do the next morning and where he would go.   
 Next, Moses was instructed where to go and what to say.  He also told Moses 
what the outcome would be.   
 In this pronounced judgment, death is once again depicted as a consequence of 
sin.  Waters* in the scripture are sometimes used as a symbol of all humanity.  However, 
even more often waters in the scriptures are used as an instrument of God’s judgment.  In 
the above we see a picture of God bringing forth the judgment of God turning the waters 
(all humanity) into blood (a depiction of death).  Fish** are sometimes used in the 
scriptures to represent God’s people.  Here we see that God’s people are also under the 
judgment of death due to sin as all the fish in the river died.  As a consequence the river 
stank.  Since the river of humanity is under the law of sin and death and all humanity by 
nature is dead in trespasses and sins, so we all have the stench of our flesh nature to deal 
with.   
  
 
  *Ps. 29:3 “The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: the God of glory 
thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters.” 
    Isa. 8:7 “Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the 
waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he 
shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks:” 
    Isa. 17:12 “Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise 
like the noise of the seas; and to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the 
rushing of mighty waters! 13 The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but 
God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the 
mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind.” 



    Jer. 47:2 “Thus saith the LORD; Behold, waters rise up out of the north, 
and shall be an overflowing flood, and shall overflow the land, and all that is therein; the 
city, and them that dwell therein: then the men shall cry, and all the inhabitants of the 
land shall howl.” 
    Jer. 51:13 “O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in 
treasures, thine end is come, and the measure of thy covetousness.” 
    Rev. 14:2 “And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with 
their harps:” 
    Rev. 17:1 “And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven 
vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the 
judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:” 
    Rev. 17:15 “And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where 
the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” 
 
  **Mat. 4:19 “And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” 
    Mark 1:17 “And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make 
you to become fishers of men.” 
    John 21:11 “Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great 
fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net 
broken.” 
 
 

Exodus 7.19-21 
 

 Ex. 7:19 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and 
stretch out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon their rivers, and 
upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, that they may become blood; and that 
there may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood, and in 
vessels of stone. 20 And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he 
lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and 
in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. 
21 And the fish that was in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not 
drink of the water of the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt.”   
 In this we see once again the order that God had prescribed for Moses and Aaron.  
God would speak to Moses, who in turn would speak to Aaron, who in turn would speak 
to Pharaoh. 
 Moreover, we see that God carried out the judgment just as he promised.  God’s 
judgments are sure just like his promises are sure.  When God promises judgment we can 
rest assured that God will bring forth that judgment just as he promised.   
 To the Egyptians and to Pharaoh this judgment was a great blow to their economy 
as a big part of their economy and livelihood rested upon the catching and eating of fish.  
Moreover the rivers and streams were their primary source of water and now because of 
God’s judgment their economy was hurt and they would have to frantically search for 
another source of water for their livelihood.   



 All this was brought about because of Pharaoh’s hard heart and his refusal to let 
the children of Israel go out of Egypt.   
 

Exodus 7.22-25 
 

 Ex. 7:22 “And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: and 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto them; as the LORD had said. 
23 And Pharaoh turned and went into his house, neither did he set his heart to this also. 
24 And all the Egyptians digged round about the river for water to drink; for they could 
not drink of the water of the river. 25 And seven days were fulfilled, after that the LORD 
had smitten the river.” 
 A magician uses magic and enchantments to deceive and fool people into 
believing something to be true that is not true.  This tells us that Pharaoh was a believer 
in magic and no doubt he viewed what Moses and Aaron were doing as being great magic 
tricks.  Pharaoh is still looking at what is happening as a test of will and wit between him 
and all his power and strength and what he believed Moses and Aaron were doing with 
their (as he believed) magic tricks.   
 This goes to show us that timely demonstrations of God’s power and judgments 
will not persuade unregenerate men into believing in God and believing God.   
 `In the meantime, the Egyptians became quite busy trying to find water to drink as 
they digged round about the river.  Pharaoh’s hard heart was putting a burden and load 
upon his own people.   
 “And seven days were fulfilled, after that the LORD had smitten the river.”  
Seven is the number in the scriptures that is associated with completion.  In this we see 
the LORD allowing the complete effects of his judgment to rest upon the Egyptians until 
the next judgment was sent. 
 
 

Exodus 8.1-4 
 

 Ex. 8:1 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, 
Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 2 And if thou refuse to 
let them go, behold, I will smite all thy borders with frogs: 3 And the river shall bring 
forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into thine house, and into thy 
bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of thy servants, and upon thy people, 
and into thine ovens, and into thy kneadingtroughs: 4 And the frogs shall come up both 
on thee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants.” 
 We see the same pattern repeated as to the manner in which judgment was 
brought about upon Pharaoh and Egypt.  We see the LORD telling Moses what he is to 
say and what is to come to pass.  In this judgment “frogs” were to come up upon the land 
of Egypt.  Frogs are known to be unclean.  They are slimy creatures.  They slime 
whatever they touch.  Frogs are not mentioned very frequently in the scriptures but where 
they are mentioned the emphasis is on uncleanness.  For instance in Rev. 16:13 we read: 
“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out 
of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.” 



 They spiritual equivalent to frogs is found in the depraved nature of fallen man.  
Before we are born of the Spirit we are all together unclean.  Our nature is described for 
us in Rom. 3:9-17 and includes an altogether unrighteous nature; a total inability to 
understand spiritual things; a total inability to do good; no desire to seek after God; an 
unclean mouth, tongue, lips, and throat; an ability to be destructive and bring forth 
misery; and having no fear of God before our eyes.  This judgment of man because of sin 
was pronounced upon Adam when he ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  God 
told him that in the day that he ate thereof he would surely die.  Consequently, when 
Adam ate of that tree he died in trespasses and sins and plunged all of mankind into the 
abyss of being dead in trespasses and sins. 
 We note the judgment of frogs was quite extensive.  They were to come up into 
the houses, the bedchambers, the beds, the ovens, and the kneading troughs.  It was 
extensive in that it was to be upon Pharaoh, upon his people, and upon all his servants.  
This certainly points us unto the uncleanness of the total depravity of man.   
 Again, the judgment was brought about because of the hardness of Pharaoh’s 
heart and his refusal to obey God and let the children of Israel go out of the land of 
Egypt. 
 

Exodus 8.5-7 
 

 Ex. 8:5 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine 
hand with thy rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to 
come up upon the land of Egypt. 6 And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of 
Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt. 7 And the magicians did so 
with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt.”   
 The pattern continues where the LORD spake unto Moses, who in turn spake 
what the LORD said unto Aaron, who in turn executed the order as he was directed.  
When Aaron stretched forth his hand with the rod it was in obedience to the authority and 
commandment of the LORD.  Again, the reason for the judgment was Pharaoh’s refusal 
to obey God and let the children of Israel go out of the land of Egypt.   
 The frogs came up out of the waters of Egypt and covered the land of Egypt.   
 “And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon 
the land of Egypt.”  Magicians are as the word means, purveyors of magic tricks.  They 
are deceivers who work through deception.  The reason the frogs came up was not 
because of the action of the magicians but was because God had brought the frogs up by 
his power.  The actions of the magicians were designed to make it appear as though they 
had the same power and ability as God. Of course, they do not have that power or ability.   
 

Exodus 8.8-15 
 
 Ex. 8:8 “Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Entreat the LORD, 
that he may take away the frogs from me, and from my people; and I will let the people 
go, that they may do sacrifice unto the LORD. 9 And Moses said unto Pharaoh, Glory 
over me: when shall I entreat for thee, and for thy servants, and for thy people, to destroy 
the frogs from thee and thy houses, that they may remain in the river only? 10 And he 
said, To morrow. And he said, Be it according to thy word: that thou mayest know that 



there is none like unto the LORD our God. 11 And the frogs shall depart from thee, and 
from thy houses, and from thy servants, and from thy people; they shall remain in the 
river only. 12 And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh: and Moses cried unto the 
LORD because of the frogs which he had brought against Pharaoh. 13 And the LORD did 
according to the word of Moses; and the frogs died out of the houses, out of the villages, 
and out of the fields. 14 And they gathered them together upon heaps: and the land stank. 
15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened 
not unto them; as the LORD had said.” 
 “Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Entreat the LORD, that he 
may take away the frogs from me, and from my people; and I will let the people go, that 
they may do sacrifice unto the LORD.”  In this, Pharaoh shows he has no qualms about 
lying or making false promises if he can get his way.  He, no doubt, believed that he was 
outsmarting Moses by lying to him and getting his way.   
 “And Moses said unto Pharaoh, Glory over me: when shall I entreat for thee, and 
for thy servants, and for thy people, to destroy the frogs from thee and thy houses, that 
they may remain in the river only?”  Moses believed Pharaoh’s lies and thought that the 
victory was won.  He did this because he either did not believe what the LORD had told 
him or he did not listen to what the LORD had told him.  Moses was rejoicing but his joy 
would be short lived as Pharaoh would not keep his promise and would refuse to let the 
people go.   
 “And he said, To morrow. And he said, Be it according to thy word: that thou 
mayest know that there is none like unto the LORD our God.  And the frogs shall depart 
from thee, and from thy houses, and from thy servants, and from thy people; they shall 
remain in the river only.”  Moses said, be it according to thy word, yet Pharaoh had no 
intention of keeping his word.  He only wanted the frogs to be gone, then he would refuse 
to let the people go.  It is true that there is none like unto the LORD our God, but Pharaoh 
because of his hard depraved heart is not going to recognize or believe in the LORD.  The 
same is true for unregenerate (not born again) men in all ages.   
 “And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh: and Moses cried unto the LORD 
because of the frogs which he had brought against Pharaoh.  And the LORD did 
according to the word of Moses; and the frogs died out of the houses, out of the villages, 
and out of the fields.”  The LORD had respect unto Moses and Aaron and the LORD did 
according to the word of Moses.  The LORD hears the petitions of his people and he 
answers their prayers.   
 “And they gathered them together upon heaps: and the land stank.  But when 
Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto them; 
as the LORD had said.”  Notice not only that Pharaoh lied and refused to keep his 
promise, but that he hardened his heart and hearkened not unto them as the LORD had 
said that he would.  Moses and Aaron learned a valuable lesson here.  It is far better to 
listen hear and believe what the LORD says than it is to believe the lying promises of 
wicked rulers.   
 

Exodus 8.16-19 
 

 Ex. 8:16 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, 
and smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 



17 And they did so; for Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust of 
the earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast; all the dust of the land became lice 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 18 And the magicians did so with their enchantments to 
bring forth lice, but they could not: so there were lice upon man, and upon beast. 19 Then 
the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh's heart was 
hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.” 
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and smite 
the dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt.”  The same 
pattern continues whereby the LORD says unto Moses, who in turn speaks to Aaron, who 
in turn carries out the order.  This time the judgment is “lice throughout all the land of 
Egypt.”  This was certainly a miraculous judgment as lice was not summoned to come 
upon the land, but dust became lice throughout the land.    
 “And they did so; for Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the 
dust of the earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast; all the dust of the land became 
lice throughout all the land of Egypt.”  God made the dust to become lice in man and in 
beast.  Only by the miraculous power of God could this happen.   
 “And the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they 
could not: so there were lice upon man, and upon beast.”  The magic and enchantments of 
the magicians can only go so far.  This was far beyond the ability of the magicians to 
make the dust lice.   
 “Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh's 
heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.”  Even 
when the magicians attributed this judgment to the finer of God, Pharaoh still did not 
believe and he hardened his heart.  The unregenerate will not believe no matter what 
miracle they are permitted to view.  This was true in Jesus day as we read: John 12:37 
“But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him:”  
Also, once again it is pointed out to us and to Moses that Pharaoh would harden his heart 
until all the judgments were finished that God would send upon Egypt. 
 Lice are feeding and sucking insects that are known to feed upon the skin of man 
and animals and to suck the blood of man and animals.  If left unchecked they will 
literally suck the life out of an individual.   
 God created man from the dust of the earth and after Adam sinned, God said to 
the man “dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”  Lice are similar to sin in that lice 
will suck the lifeblood out of man and sin actually results in the loss of our natural life.   
 
 

Exodus 8.20-23 
 

 Ex. 8:20 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and 
stand before Pharaoh; lo, he cometh forth to the water; and say unto him, Thus saith the 
LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 21 Else, if thou wilt not let my people 
go, behold, I will send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy 
people, and into thy houses: and the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of 
flies, and also the ground whereon they are. 22 And I will sever in that day the land of 
Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there; to the end thou 



mayest know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth. 23 And I will put a division 
between my people and thy people: to morrow shall this sign be.” 
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before 
Pharaoh; lo, he cometh forth to the water; and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let 
my people go, that they may serve me.”  Here, we find that the LORD knew beforehand 
the place and time that Pharaoh would come the next day.  This illustrates the 
omniscience of God.  Also, we see that before every judgment that the LORD warned 
Pharaoh to let God’s people go that they may serve him.  The LORD’s messengers were 
to faithfully deliver the message as the LORD gave it to them.  They were not to take 
anything from the message and they were not to add anything to the message. 
 “Else, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies upon 
thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thy houses: and the houses of 
the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground whereon they are.”  
 Flies are filthy disease carrying insects that are loathed among all people.  They 
are filthy and they leave their filth behind them when they leave.  The depraved nature of 
man is like the filthy flies.  The description of our depraved nature in Rom. 3:9-18 shows 
us just how filthy our nature is and how we leave our filth behind us: Rom. 3:9 “What 
then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not 
one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They 
are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one. 13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they 
have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 14 Whose mouth is full of cursing 
and bitterness: 15 Their feet are swift to shed blood: 16 Destruction and misery are in 
their ways: 17 And the way of peace have they not known: 18 There is no fear of God 
before their eyes.” 
 The flies were not just upon the land of Egypt, but were also in the houses of the 
Egyptians.   
 “And I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that 
no swarms of flies shall be there; to the end thou mayest know that I am the LORD in the 
midst of the earth. 23 And I will put a division between my people and thy people: to 
morrow shall this sign be.”  The doctrine of God’s sovereign election is taught here and 
that God makes a separation in judgment.  The children of Israel were spared from this 
point on in the judgments of God upon Pharaoh and upon the Egyptians.  Moreover, God 
made it abundantly clear to Pharaoh that he had made such a separation.   
 

Exodus 8.24-29 
 

 Ex. 8:24 “And the LORD did so; and there came a grievous swarm of flies into 
the house of Pharaoh, and into his servants' houses, and into all the land of Egypt: the 
land was corrupted by reason of the swarm of flies. 25 And Pharaoh called for Moses and 
for Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land. 26 And Moses said, It is not 
meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to the LORD our 
God: lo, shall we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will 
they not stone us? 27 We will go three days' journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to 
the LORD our God, as he shall command us. 28 And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that 



ye may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only ye shall not go very far 
away: entreat for me. 29 And Moses said, Behold, I go out from thee, and I will entreat 
the LORD that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from 
his people, to morrow: but let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more in not letting the 
people go to sacrifice to the LORD.” 
 “And the LORD did so; and there came a grievous swarm of flies into the house 
of Pharaoh, and into his servants' houses, and into all the land of Egypt: the land was 
corrupted by reason of the swarm of flies.”  As always, we see that the LORD always 
keeps his promises.  He did exactly as he said that he would do when Pharaoh refused to 
let the people go.  Pharaoh had been given a choice and could have prevented this 
judgment, but he hardened his heart as before and refused to let the people go. 
 “And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to your 
God in the land.  And Moses said, It is not meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the 
abomination of the Egyptians to the LORD our God: lo, shall we sacrifice the 
abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not stone us?”  Pharaoh 
tried to negotiate a compromise with Moses.  Instead of going into the wilderness to 
sacrifice, he said he would let them sacrifice to God in the land of Egypt.  God will not 
compromise with man and he will not negotiate with man.  Here we see some spiritual 
growth in Moses as he saw the fallacy of Pharaoh’s offer.  Pharaoh wanted to keep his 
slaves under slavery and let them have a little time to do sacrifice but not to go far away 
from them and he not be able to get them back.  He wanted to keep the children of Israel 
as slaves because of their cheap labor and the financial rewards of having them.  
 “We will go three days' journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the LORD 
our God, as he shall command us.  And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may 
sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only ye shall not go very far away: 
entreat for me.”  Notice that Moses did not say “let us go,” but he said “we will go…”  
Moses now has learned that the ultimate deliverance will come because of what God does 
and not based on any skill of his in negotiating or begging.  Likewise, our eternal 
salvation from sin comes about because of what Jesus has done and not our skill as 
preachers or teachers.  God is not dependent on us. 
 Pharaoh wickedly agrees to let the people go, knowing full well that he is only 
lying in order to get some relief.  It should be pointed out that Pharaoh was a politician 
and politicians always have political pressures.  No doubt, the Egyptian people were 
screaming for relief. 
 “And Moses said, Behold, I go out from thee, and I will entreat the LORD that the 
swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people, to 
morrow: but let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more in not letting the people go to 
sacrifice to the LORD.”  It is easy to see Moses skepticism in his answer to Pharaoh as he 
has already seen how that Pharaoh will lie in order to get his way.  Moreover, he rightly 
accused Pharaoh of being deceitful.  He warned Pharaoh to stop dealing deceitfully.   
 

Exodus 8.30-32 
 

 Ex. 8:30 “And Moses went out from Pharaoh, and entreated the LORD. 31 And 
the LORD did according to the word of Moses; and he removed the swarms of flies from 



Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people; there remained not one. 32 And Pharaoh 
hardened his heart at this time also, neither would he let the people go.” 
 “And Moses went out from Pharaoh, and entreated the LORD. 31 And the LORD 
did according to the word of Moses.”  Does the LORD always do according to what his 
servants say?  The answer is a resounding no.  However, Moses is entreating based on the 
known and manifest will of God, therefore, the LORD did according to the word of 
Moses. 
 “And he removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from 
his people; there remained not one.”  This is an amazing display of God’s power, 
wisdom, and ability.  Not a single fly remained after God removed them.  This is 
important to understand as we consider the judgment of our sins.  When Jesus died on the 
cross to deliver us from our sins, not one sin remained of any of the elect family of God 
that required judgment.  Jesus completely removed by his atoning sacrifice all charges of 
sin against us.  Praise be to God! 
 “And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, neither would he let the people 
go.”  Once again we see the principle that the unregenerate will always harden his heart 
against God regardless of what miracles or wonders he may witness.  John 12:37 “But 
though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him:” 
 
 

Exodus 9.1-7 
 

 Ex. 9:1 “Then the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus 
saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 2 For if 
thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them still, 3 Behold, the hand of the LORD is 
upon thy cattle which is in the field, upon the horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, 
upon the oxen, and upon the sheep: there shall be a very grievous murrain. 4 And the 
LORD shall sever between the cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt: and there shall 
nothing die of all that is the children's of Israel. 5 And the LORD appointed a set time, 
saying, To morrow the LORD shall do this thing in the land. 6 And the LORD did that 
thing on the morrow, and all the cattle of Egypt died: but of the cattle of the children of 
Israel died not one. 7 And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was not one of the cattle of the 
Israelites dead. And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go.” 
 One of the biggest negatives for Pharaoh if he let the children of Israel go was a 
loss in potential wealth produced by the labors of the Hebrew slaves.  With the above 
judgment, the LORD is really hitting hard the wealth of the Egyptians and Pharaoh.  To 
lose the cattle, horses, asses, camels, oxen, and sheep would be a loss of a large portion of 
Egypt’s wealth and work a heavy hardship upon the Egyptians as these animals provided 
so many things to the people of Egypt.  Largely, these animals provided much of the 
foodstuff, clothing, burden bearing and transportation of the Egyptians. 
 There is a big difference in this judgment from the previous judgments.  The 
previous judgments affected both the Egyptian people and the people of Israel.  In this 
judgment, the children of Israel are sparred the destruction of their animals.  This is like 
God’s eternal judgment of sin.  Through the sacrificial atonement of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the elect children of God are sparred eternal judgment upon them personally, 
whereas the non-elect are cast into the lake of fire for eternal judgment of sin.   



 Despite the loss of the cattle, horses, asses, camels, oxen, and sheep, Pharaoh still 
hardened his heart and would not let the children of Israel go as God had said he would 
react.  This is typical of the unregenerate who will harden their necks and back against 
the word of God and the judgments of God.   
 
 

Exodus 9.8-12 
 

 Ex. 9:8 “And the LORD said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls 
of ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of 
Pharaoh. 9 And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil 
breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt. 10 
And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up 
toward heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon 
beast. 11 And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for the 
boil was upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. 12 And the LORD hardened the 
heart of Pharaoh, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken unto 
Moses.” 
 Boils are a type of skin ulcer.  Blains are the result of the eruption of the boils.  
This, no doubt, was quite painful to those who had them.  Now we see that the LORD is 
not only affecting negatively the wealth of Egypt, but he is also affecting negatively the 
health of all the Egyptians.   
 Moreover, the magicians with all their magic and deceitfulness had not been able 
to duplicate the last few judgments, now are themselves being affected with the judgment 
of boils and blains.   
 
 

Exodus 9.13-17 
 

 Ex. 9:13 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and 
stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let 
my people go, that they may serve me. 14 For I will at this time send all my plagues upon 
thine heart, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people; that thou mayest know that there 
is none like me in all the earth. 15 For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite 
thee and thy people with pestilence; and thou shalt be cut off from the earth. 16 And in 
very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to show in thee my power; and that my 
name may be declared throughout all the earth. 17 As yet exaltest thou thyself against my 
people, that thou wilt not let them go?” 
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before 
Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, 
that they may serve me.”  The LORD continues to give Moses the same message to 
deliver to Pharaoh.  This teaches us that the LORD does not change.  Moreover, we are to 
deliver the message as the LORD gives it to us.  While some would object to hearing the 
same message over and over again, yet the LORD knows exactly what message needs to 
be delivered and for how long that it is to be delivered.  In the above, the intended 



outcome is that Pharaoh will let the people go and that the people will go and serve the 
LORD.   
 “For I will at this time send all my plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy 
servants, and upon thy people; that thou mayest know that there is none like me in all the 
earth.”  The LORD is very specific in his message to Pharaoh as to the consequences of 
not taking heed to the LORD’s message.  The consequences stated here for failing to 
obey the LORD is that the LORD would send all his plagues upon the heart of Pharaoh 
and upon his servants and upon his people.  The result of those plagues is that the people 
will know that there is no God like Him in all the earth.  There are always consequences 
to failing to obey the LORD.  By studying the word of God we find that these 
consequences are spelled out for us in His word.  The Lord gave us an example of this in 
Matt. 7:13, 14: 13 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”  
Everyone that enters the wide gate and walks the broad way will have the consequence of 
destruction in their lives.  Likewise, everyone who enters the strait gate and walks the 
narrow way shall experience that it leads to a life of joy, peace, comfort, rest and 
fellowship with the Lord and his obedient people.  
 “For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee and thy people with 
pestilence; and thou shalt be cut off from the earth.”  Pharaoh’s failure to obey the LORD 
not only affected Pharaoh, but also affected his people.  When the LORD stretches out 
his hand in judgment, that judgment is not always limited to the perpetrator, but often 
many others suffer because of the actions of the perpetrator.  In the above, Pharaoh’s 
disobedience resulted in pestilence and being cut off from the earth upon him and his 
people. 
 “And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to show in thee my 
power; and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth.”  Here we see the 
LORD took the man who was considered at that time to be the most powerful man upon 
the earth and used him to demonstrate that God was much greater in power and to use 
him as an example of the power of the God of the Hebrews to be manifest to all the 
peoples of the earth.  Moreover, we find the above statement to be used in demonstrating 
he sovereignty of God in that God can does as He pleases.  This is found in Rom. 9:15-
18: 18 “For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 16 So then it is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy. 17 For the scripture saith 
unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might show my 
power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 18 Therefore 
hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.”   
 “As yet exaltest thou thyself against my people, that thou wilt not let them go?”  
The problem with Pharaoh is that he did not yet believe that God was greater than him 
and that Pharaoh could still be victorious over God in a test of will and strength.  This is a 
problem that the unregenerate have in that they are full of pride and do not want to admit 
that there is a God who is sovereign and mightier than they and to whom they should 
submit themselves.   
 
 



Exodus 9.18-21 
 

 Ex. 9:18 “Behold, to morrow about this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous 
hail, such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until now. 19 Send 
therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the field; for upon every 
man and beast which shall be found in the field, and shall not be brought home, the hail 
shall come down upon them, and they shall die. 20 He that feared the word of the LORD 
among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his cattle flee into the houses: 21 
And he that regarded not the word of the LORD left his servants and his cattle in the 
field.”   
 “Behold, to morrow about this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail, 
such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until now.”  Hail is used 
numerous times throughout the scriptures as an instrument of God’s judgments.  Hail is 
associated in nature with thunderstorms.  Thunderstorms can be very furious.  Likewise, 
God can and does at times send forth his furious judgments upon the disobedient and 
wicked sinners.  Hail is destructive in nature.  Hail is frozen water.  Sometimes in the 
scriptures water is used to represent the word of God.  As spiritual born again children of 
God we are to desire and drink of the refreshing water of God’s word.  Yet, God’s word 
also has a quality about it teaching us of God’s fierce judgment of sin.  Hail is used in the 
scriptures as a symbol of God’s fierce judgment of sin.  God promised to Pharaoh and 
subsequently to the Egyptians that he was going to send his judgment of hail upon them.  
Moreover, he set a fixed time for that promise to be fulfilled.  Fully, as we should have 
expected, that promise was fulfilled at God’s fixed time. 
  “Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the field; for 
upon every man and beast which shall be found in the field, and shall not be brought 
home, the hail shall come down upon them, and they shall die.”  In this judgment God 
provided a way for the people to minimize the effects of that judgment.  They were to 
gather their cattle, and all that they had in the field home to protect them.  Those who 
believed the word of God and obeyed him would see the judgment of God minimized in 
their lives, but those who did not believe the word of God would experience the full force 
of God’s fierce judgment.   
  “He that feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh made his 
servants and his cattle flee into the houses: 21 And he that regarded not the word of the 
LORD left his servants and his cattle in the field.”  Here we find that God had a people 
even among the Egyptians.  An unregenerate has no fear of God.  However, among the 
servants of Pharaoh there were those who feared the word of the LORD and brought their 
servants and cattle home to escape the wrath of God’s judgment.  Whereas those who did 
not regard the LORD or fear God left their servants and cattle in the field.   
 
 

Exodus 9.22-26 
 

 Ex. 9:22 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine hand toward 
heaven, that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and 
upon every herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt. 23 And Moses stretched forth 
his rod toward heaven: and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon 



the ground; and the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24 So there was hail, and 
fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it in all the land of 
Egypt since it became a nation. 25 And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all 
that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail smote every herb of the field, and 
brake every tree of the field. 26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel 
were, was there no hail.” 
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine hand toward heaven, that 
there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and upon every 
herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt.”  The LORD’s clear instruction to Moses 
was to stretch forth his hand.  The authority and power by which the judgment came 
about was of the LORD.  Clearly Moses was an instrument in the hands of the LORD by 
which the LORD used him to accomplish his purpose.  This is a valuable lesson to us as 
we should be instruments of righteousness unto the LORD.  We have to realize that it is 
not what we do, but what the LORD does with us that accomplishes his purposes.  The 
most important thing that Moses did above is to believe and obey the LORD.  That also is 
the most important thing that we are to do in his service.  The LORD plainly told Moses 
what the consequence would be of stretching forth his hand.  When we move by the 
direction of the LORD and obey him there will be a certain outcome.  We may not know 
exactly what that outcome will be but we can rest assured that it will be the best outcome.   
 “And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the LORD sent thunder 
and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail upon the land 
of Egypt.”  Moses, in obeying the command of the LORD was not the cause of the 
outcome, but he got the blessed privilege of seeing the result of the outcome.  It has been 
my experience that when I in obedience to the Lord preach and teach the biblical truths to 
one or more of God’s children and they respond to those teachings, that I know that I am 
not the one who caused them to respond but I have the blessing of being able to see the 
Lords work in their lives leading them to respond to the teachings of God’s word.  In this 
I greatly rejoice. 
 “So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there 
was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.  And the hail smote 
throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail 
smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field.”  In this plague, the Lord 
is greatly manifesting his control over nature and his power to perform what he said he 
would do.  Just as Jesus spoke to the raging see and wind and said, “Peace, be still,” so 
we can comfort ourselves in the knowledge that the Lord is greater than the 
circumstances in our lives and has all power in heaven and in earth.  This is true both in 
judgment and in God’s providence towards his children.   
 “Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, was there no hail.”  
In this we see a demonstration of God’s covenant respect for Israel over the Egyptians.  
God had respect unto Israel, but had not respect unto Egypt.  This was based on his 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
 
 
 
 
 



Exodus 9.27-30 
 

 Ex. 9:27 “And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, 
I have sinned this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. 28 
Entreat the LORD (for it is enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings and hail; 
and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no longer. 29 And Moses said unto him, As soon 
as I am gone out of the city, I will spread abroad my hands unto the LORD; and the 
thunder shall cease, neither shall there be any more hail; that thou mayest know how that 
the earth is the Lord's. 30 But as for thee and thy servants, I know that ye will not yet fear 
the LORD God.” 
 “And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I have 
sinned this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people are wicked.”  Pharaoh told 
the truth in all three of these statements.  He did sin.  The LORD is righteous.  Pharaoh 
and his people were wicked.  However, Pharaoh said this deceitfully and truly did not 
believe these things in his heart.  Sometimes people will tell you what they think you 
want to hear in order to get your confidence and to ultimately get an advantage over you.  
It is not at all uncommon today for someone to confess that they believe in Christ and 
speak of their desire to serve God and yet all the time they are being deceitful and 
looking for an opportunity to get an advantage over you.  Often times people will do 
these things to get sales opportunities or to get someone to invest in a business deal and 
then to defraud them.   
 “Entreat the LORD (for it is enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings 
and hail; and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no longer.”  Pharaoh had not intention of 
letting the children of Israel go.  He was lying in order to get relief from the plague that 
was plaguing him and his people.   
 “And Moses said unto him, As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will spread 
abroad my hands unto the LORD; and the thunder shall cease, neither shall there be any 
more hail; that thou mayest know how that the earth is the Lord's.  But as for thee and thy 
servants, I know that ye will not yet fear the LORD God.”  First we take note that even in 
the stopping of the plague, the LORD demonstrated his power.  He stopped the plague at 
the time that Moses stretched forth his hands as the thunder ceased and the hail stopped at 
that moment.  The Lord has power over his creation.  Moses is now showed forth his 
good growth in faith as he stated: “But as for thee and thy servants, I know that ye will 
not yet fear the LORD God.”  Moses recognized that what God had told him at the 
beginning was the absolute truth and that Pharaoh and his servants were wicked and liars 
and did not fear the Lord. 
 
 

Exodus 9.31-35 
 

 Ex. 9:31 “And the flax and the barley was smitten: for the barley was in the ear, 
and the flax was bolled. 32 But the wheat and the rie were not smitten: for they were not 
grown up. 33 And Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread abroad his hands 
unto the LORD: and the thunders and hail ceased, and the rain was not poured upon the 
earth. 34 And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased, 
he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 35 And the heart of 



Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel go; as the LORD had 
spoken by Moses.”   
 “And the flax and the barley was smitten: for the barley was in the ear, and the 
flax was bolled. 32 But the wheat and the rie were not smitten: for they were not grown 
up.”  While much of the agriculture in Egypt, including cattle, sheep, etc. and crops were 
now destroyed, yet Egypt was not yet completely ruined.  The wheat and the rie were not 
smitten for they were not yet grown up.  Obviously, the resources and thus the wealth of 
Egypt was being greatly diminished by the plagues that God was sending upon Pharaoh 
and his servants.   
 “And Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread abroad his hands unto 
the LORD: and the thunders and hail ceased, and the rain was not poured upon the earth.”  
What Moses told Pharaoh came to pass in the time and manner that Moses said that it 
would.  This was the handiwork of God. 
 “And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased, 
he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants.  And the heart of Pharaoh 
was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel go; as the LORD had spoken by 
Moses.”  When Moses told Pharaoh that he and his servants did not fear the Lord and 
would not yet let Israel go, it was the LORD who spoke by Moses.  Now Moses was 
repeating what the LORD had said to him.  When Moses spoke what the LORD had 
given to him the scriptures teach us that it was the LORD who spoke by Moses.  This 
should be a valuable lesson to us.  When a gospel minister by the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit delivers a message unto us, then we should understand that the LORD is speaking 
to us by his messenger.  The message is the LORD’s message and not the messenger’s 
message.   
 
 

Exodus 10.1-2 
 

 Ex. 10:1 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh: for I have 
hardened his heart, and the heart of his servants, that I might show these my signs before 
him: 2 And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son's son, what things I 
have wrought in Egypt, and my signs which I have done among them; that ye may know 
how that I am the LORD.” 
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh: for I have hardened his 
heart, and the heart of his servants, that I might show these my signs before him:” The 
LORD hardened the hearts of Pharaoh and the heart of his servants.  The unregenerate 
heart is hardened by the commandment, challenge, and judgment of God.  The 
unregenerate does not want to believe in God and absolutely does not want to obey God 
and will resist in every way.  Pharaoh and his servants did not want to acknowledge there 
was a God and resisted in every way the commandments of God.   
 Through hardening the heart of Pharaoh and his servants, God used the occasion 
of their rebellion to show forth his mighty signs not only before Pharaoh, but also in the 
sight of His people.   
 “And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son's son, what things 
I have wrought in Egypt, and my signs which I have done among them; that ye may know 
how that I am the LORD.”  By seeing the mighty signs of God against Pharaoh and 



Egypt, the Israelites saw the mighty power of God and realized that God keeps his 
promises.  Further, God designed that those who saw these mighty signs would tell it to 
their children and their grandchildren.  This was very important that the children and 
grandchildren hear of the wonders of an Almighty God and of his faithfulness to his 
covenant promises.  By hearing these things, it encourages the children and the 
grandchildren in their life struggles to know that their parents and grandparents had many 
struggles themselves and that God according to his promises delivered them in the midst 
of their struggles.  Sometimes, we as parents and grandparents fail to tell our children and 
grandchildren of the mighty deliverances that God has delivered us with.  Then we 
wonder why our children and grandchildren do not have the same zeal for the Lord and 
want to follow him as we have.  Part of the problem may be that we are not sharing with 
our children and grandchildren the struggles of our own lives and how that by looking to 
the Lord and praying we have experienced the Lord’s deliverances in our lives.   
 The LORD was teaching here that parents should share with their children and 
grandchildren their own experiences in the Lord and his providence towards us.   
 
 

Exodus 10.3-6 
 

 Ex. 10:3 And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said unto him, Thus 
saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before 
me? let my people go, that they may serve me. 4 Else, if thou refuse to let my people go, 
behold, to morrow will I bring the locusts into thy coast: 5 And they shall cover the face 
of the earth, that one cannot be able to see the earth: and they shall eat the residue of that 
which is escaped, which remaineth unto you from the hail, and shall eat every tree which 
groweth for you out of the field: 6 And they shall fill thy houses, and the houses of all thy 
servants, and the houses of all the Egyptians; which neither thy fathers, nor thy fathers' 
fathers have seen, since the day that they were upon the earth unto this day. And he 
turned himself, and went out from Pharaoh.”   
 “And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said unto him, Thus saith the 
LORD God of the Hebrews, How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before me? let 
my people go, that they may serve me.”  Notice, how that before the LORD pronounced 
judgment upon Pharaoh and Egypt that he first told them what he wanted and 
commanded them to do.  This pattern holds throughout the scriptures.  It is 
commandment first then judgment.  God’s judgments are not random but befitting of the 
sin committed.   
 “Else, if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, to morrow will I bring the 
locusts into thy coast:” I suspect the locusts mentioned here are somewhat like the 
grasshoppers in this country.  Back when I was young in the late 1950s we had a plague 
of grasshoppers that ruined many crops and ate much of the vegetation in our area.  The 
plague was so bad that we had at one time to stop hanging our clothes out on the 
clotheslines to dry.  The grasshoppers would chew holes in the clothes hanging on the 
clotheslines.  I also suspect that the plague of locusts that came upon Egypt was far 
greater than the plague had been upon us in our region of the country.   
 “And they shall cover the face of the earth, that one cannot be able to see the 
earth: and they shall eat the residue of that which is escaped, which remaineth unto you 



from the hail, and shall eat every tree which groweth for you out of the field:” The plague 
of hail had destroyed many of the crops and broken the trees in Egypt.  This coming 
plague was to destroy what was left of the crops and eat all the green vegetation upon the 
trees.  In essence, it would completely destroy the crops and fruits of Egypt in that year.  
The LORD was hitting hard on the economy and financial stability of Pharaoh and of 
Egypt.   
 “And they shall fill thy houses, and the houses of all thy servants, and the houses 
of all the Egyptians; which neither thy fathers, nor thy fathers' fathers have seen, since the 
day that they were upon the earth unto this day.”  The promise of the plague of locusts 
was not only that they would eat the residue of the vegetation, but that they also would 
fill the houses of Pharaoh, his servants, and all the Egyptians.  Locusts are an unwelcome 
guest in just about anyone’s house.  That they would fill the houses would be a grief of 
mind to those who lived there.  The plague was to be the greatest plague of locusts that 
anyone alive in Egypt had ever seen.   
 “And he turned himself, and went out from Pharaoh.”  When the LORD 
commands, the issue is not up for debate.  Moses knew this and after the proclamation 
was made, he left Pharaoh.   
 
 
 

Exodus 10.7 
 

 Ex. 10:7 “And Pharaoh's servants said unto him, How long shall this man be a 
snare unto us? let the men go, that they may serve the LORD their God: knowest thou not 
yet that Egypt is destroyed?”  Pharaoh and his servants were all politicians.  As 
politicians they kept up with the attitudes and desires of the people.  It is apparent that the 
people were tired of the plagues that were coming upon Egypt because of Pharaoh and 
his stubbornness.  They were snared in the circumstances of the plagues and their 
grievous effects.  Even ruthless kings know that if all the people of your kingdom turn on 
you that your time in power is going to be soon terminated.  The servants of Pharaoh 
were advising Pharaoh of the political climate and urging him to let the men go that they 
may serve the LORD their God.   
 
 

Exodus 10.8-11 
 

 Ex. 10:8 “And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto Pharaoh: and he said 
unto them, Go, serve the LORD your God: but who are they that shall go? 9 And Moses 
said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters, 
with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we must hold a feast unto the LORD. 
10 And he said unto them, Let the LORD be so with you, as I will let you go, and your 
little ones: look to it; for evil is before you. 11 Not so: go now ye that are men, and serve 
the LORD; for that ye did desire. And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence.”   
 “And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto Pharaoh: and he said unto them, 
Go, serve the LORD your God: but who are they that shall go?”  Pharaoh listened to the 
urgings of his servants to let the children of Israel go and called Moses and Aaron back 



unto him.  However, Pharaoh is not yet ready to let them go and uses the principle of 
compromise to try to get his way.  Pharaoh starts with what sounds very promising: Go 
serve the LORD your God.  However, he doesn’t stop there as he asks: “but who are they 
that shall go?”  He lays out where he is expecting a compromise.  Pharaoh is hoping to 
keep a portion of Israel in Egypt in order to get the rest of Israel to return after they have 
gone out into the wilderness to worship.   
 “And Moses said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and 
with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we must hold a 
feast unto the LORD.”  Moses growth in faith is readily apparent as he realizes that the 
God he serves has the upper hand and that his God will not compromise.  In essence, 
Moses said to Pharaoh that all of the children of Israel will go and all their livestock with 
them.   
 Pharaoh was not pleased with Moses answer and said, “And he said unto them, 
Let the LORD be so with you, as I will let you go, and your little ones: look to it; for evil 
is before you. 11 Not so: go now ye that are men, and serve the LORD; for that ye did 
desire.”  Pharaoh, once again hardened his heart and told Moses that he would not go 
along with all the Israelites leaving, but only the men leaving.  Then he says that what 
Moses and Aaron had desired.  There is no evidence that Moses and Aaron ever told 
Pharaoh that they only desired that the men would leave.  Pharaoh again lied in an effort 
to get his way.   
 “And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence.”  Pharaoh is still acting as 
though he is in control of the events when in all reality the LORD is in control.  However, 
an unregenerate will think or act like he has control over the affairs of his life and not 
God.   
 
 

Exodus 10.12-15 
 

 Ex. 10:12 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the land 
of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up upon the land of Egypt, and eat every 
herb of the land, even all that the hail hath left. 13 And Moses stretched forth his rod over 
the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that day, and all 
that night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. 14 And the 
locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested in all the coasts of Egypt: very 
grievous were they; before them there were no such locusts as they, neither after them 
shall be such. 15 For they covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was 
darkened; and they did eat every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees which the 
hail had left: and there remained not any green thing in the trees, or in the herbs of the 
field, through all the land of Egypt.”   
 We make the following observations from the above passage of scripture: 
  1.  The plague of locust was brought on by an east wind.  An east wind 
travels west.  West is the direction of righteousness.  God’s judgments are altogether 
righteous.   
  2.  The plague was brought on by the commandment and power of God.  
Moses stretched forth his rod in obedience to the command of God, but it was God who 
caused the plague to come. 



  3.  As promised the locusts destroyed ate all the herb of the land the fruit 
of the trees and every green thing in the trees or in the herbs of the field. 
  4.  This was the greatest plague of locusts that had ever been experienced 
on the earth or that shall ever be experienced on the earth.   
  5.  The locusts covered the face of the earth in Egypt and darkened the 
whole land.   
 
 
 

Exodus 10.16-20 
 

 Ex. 10:16 “Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste; and he said, I have 
sinned against the LORD your God, and against you. 17 Now therefore forgive, I pray 
thee, my sin only this once, and entreat the LORD your God, that he may take away from 
me this death only. 18 And he went out from Pharaoh, and entreated the LORD. 19 And 
the LORD turned a mighty strong west wind, which took away the locusts, and cast them 
into the Red sea; there remained not one locust in all the coasts of Egypt. 20 But the 
LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel go.” 
 “Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste; and he said, I have sinned 
against the LORD your God, and against you. 17 Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my 
sin only this once, and entreat the LORD your God, that he may take away from me this 
death only.”  Pharaoh has already shown that he would lie to get his way.  He is not 
showing true repentance, but repentance in word only.  We see this a lot in the world that 
we live in that people will fake humility and repentance to make people believe that they 
are sincere and then turn around and prove by their actions that they were never sincere.  
Moses has learned this lesson and will entreat the LORD not because of Pharaoh’s fake 
repentance, but because he knows the LORD has promised to show all his plagues upon 
Pharaoh. 
 “And he went out from Pharaoh, and entreated the LORD. 19 And the LORD 
turned a mighty strong west wind, which took away the locusts, and cast them into the 
Red sea; there remained not one locust in all the coasts of Egypt.”  The miracle of 
bringing this plague of locusts upon Pharaoh, his servants, and Egypt was indeed a 
notable miracle.  The miracle of taking the locusts away was just as great, if not greater, 
miracle.  Notice that the LORD took away every last locust in all the coast of Egypt.  
This is an encouragement to me in that I know that the Lord can and has taken away 
every last sin of every one of his elect family.  Thus, all the elect stand before God 
without a single charge being laid against them as Christ has justified them totally.   
 “But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children of 
Israel go.”  The LORD is not through with his judgments upon Pharaoh and Egypt yet.   
 
 

Exodus 10:21-23 
 

 Ex. 10:21 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand toward 
heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which may be 
felt. 22 And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick 



darkness in all the land of Egypt three days: 23 They saw not one another, neither rose 
any from his place for three days: but all the children of Israel had light in their 
dwellings.”   
 We make the following observations from the above passage: 
  1.  The darkness was a total darkness such that a person devoid of eyesight 
might experience. 
  2.  The darkness was over the land of Egypt except for the land of Goshen, 
the dwelling place of the children of Israel.  God was making a distinction between the 
Egyptians and the Israelites.   
  3.  This darkness would have been frightening to those who experienced it, 
both because of its intensity and the length of time.   
 Part of the eternal punishment for sin is described as darkness: 
  1.  2 Pet. 2:17 “These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with 
a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.” 
  2.  Jude 1:13 “Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; 
wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.” 
 When Christ suffered the wrath of God to satisfy God’s judgment of the sins of 
his elect family there was darkness over all the earth for three hours: Luke 23:44 “And it 
was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.” 
 We can conclude that the Egyptians were getting a partial foretaste of God’s 
eternal wrath because of sin.    
 
 

Exodus 10.24-27 
 

 Ex. 10:24 “And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the LORD; 
only let your flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with you. 25 
And Moses said, Thou must give us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may 
sacrifice unto the LORD our God. 26 Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not an 
hoof be left behind; for thereof must we take to serve the LORD our God; and we know 
not with what we must serve the LORD, until we come thither. 27 But the LORD 
hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let them go.”   
 “And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the LORD; only let your 
flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with you.”  After all that 
happened to Egypt through the first nine plagues, the political pressure would have been 
great upon Pharaoh to let the children of Israel go.  However, Pharaoh, even if he agreed 
to let the children of Israel go, did not want to lose the material riches and cattle that they 
possessed.  Thus he wanted them to leave the herds and the flocks behind. 
 “And Moses said, Thou must give us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we 
may sacrifice unto the LORD our God. 26 Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not 
an hoof be left behind; for thereof must we take to serve the LORD our God; and we 
know not with what we must serve the LORD, until we come thither.”  Moses, knowing 
that the LORD had the upper hand over Pharaoh and that the LORD would be triumphant 
at last, was not willing to negotiate with Pharaoh, but simply told him how it would be 
that not only would all the people go, but also the flocks and herds would go also.  Moses 
punctuated this when he said, “not a hoof will be left behind.” 



Exodus 10.28, 29 
 

 Ex. 10:28 “And Pharaoh said unto him, Get thee from me, take heed to thyself, 
see my face no more; for in that day thou seest my face thou shalt die. 29 And Moses 
said, Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy face again no more.”   
 “And Pharaoh said unto him, Get thee from me, take heed to thyself, see my face 
no more; for in that day thou seest my face thou shalt die.”  Pharaoh thought he could 
scare Moses from his demands and from any more plagues by threatening his life.  This is 
the ultimate threat of tyrants.  Moses had no reason to fear, however, as the LORD had 
told him that he would lead the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage.  The one who 
had to be afraid was Pharaoh.  He was the one who was marked out for death.  Thus, 
Moses said, “Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy face again no more.”  There would be 
one more plague and then Pharaoh not only would let the children of Israel go, but he 
would drive them out of Egypt.   
 
 

Exodus 11.1-3 
 

 Ex. 11:1 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon 
Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you go, 
he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. 2 Speak now in the ears of the people, and 
let every man borrow of his neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of 
silver, and jewels of gold. 3 And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the 
Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of 
Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the people.” 
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, 
and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you go, he shall 
surely thrust you out hence altogether.”  The number ten is associated with the subject of 
law or commandments.  This was to be the tenth or last plague upon Pharaoh and upon 
Egypt and they were all brought forth by the commandment of God.  God had previously 
promised that after he had shown his power unto Pharaoh that he would deliver the 
children of Israel.  Now had come the time for that final plague that not only would 
convince Pharaoh that he should let the children of Israel go, but that he would thrust 
them out altogether.  Egypt had been pretty much destroyed by the first nine plagues, so 
this tenth plague would have to be immense if after the destruction of Egypt Pharaoh had 
refused to let the children of Israel go.   
 “Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his neighbour, 
and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold.  And the LORD 
gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians.”  The LORD had previously 
promised that the children of Israel would not go out empty.  The Egyptians had 
benefited immensely from the unlawful slavery of the children of Israel.  Now it is time 
that the children of Israel to get back some of the goods that they had been deprived of.  
The LORD gave the children of Israel favor in the sight of the Egyptians and they lent 
them much in the form of jewels of silver and jewels of gold.  In granting the children of 
Israel favor, the LORD was preparing them for the building of the tabernacle and its 



furnishings.  Among the materials that would compose the tabernacle and its furnishings 
in the wilderness were much silver and gold.   
 “Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of 
Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the people.”  The servants of Pharaoh and the 
people of Egypt ascribed greatness unto Moses because of all the mighty works that they 
had been witness to.  Moses, as we will learn was a man of faith, he was an extremely 
humble man and was richly blessed of God.  However, the mighty works were by the 
hand of God.  The honor of greatness truly belonged to God and not Moses.   
 
 

Exodus 11.4-10 
 

 Ex. 11:4 “And Moses said, Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I go out 
into the midst of Egypt: 5 And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the 
firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the 
maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts. 6 And there shall be a 
great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like 
it any more. 7 But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, 
against man or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difference 
between the Egyptians and Israel. 8 And all these thy servants shall come down unto me, 
and bow down themselves unto me, saying, Get thee out, and all the people that follow 
thee: and after that I will go out. And he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger. 9 And 
the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you; that my wonders may be 
multiplied in the land of Egypt. 10 And Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before 
Pharaoh: and the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children of 
Israel go out of his land.” 
 “And Moses said, Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I go out into the 
midst of Egypt: 5 And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the maidservant that is 
behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts. 6 And there shall be a great cry throughout 
all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more.”   
 Some have said that a death angel went out and smote all the firstborn, but the 
scripture plainly says that the LORD himself went out into the midst of Egypt.   
 This plague was unlike the previous plagues, in that the previous plagues that 
touched the resources and comforts of Pharaoh and the Egyptians.  In this plague death 
itself was the judgment upon Egypt and such death that every household of Egypt would 
be affected as the firstborn of every house would die that night.  The significance of the 
firstborn is that the firstborn represents the household.  This plague did not just extend to 
the people but it also extended to the firstborn of the beasts.   
 This judgment did not respect the position of the people in Egypt, but it was the 
same whether it was the household of Pharaoh or the household of the maidservant 
behind the mill.  Likewise, God’s eternal judgment of sin does not respect the position of 
any person.  According to the scriptures, “every sin and disobedience receives a just 
recompense of reward.”    
 “But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against 
man or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difference between the 



Egyptians and Israel.”  Judgment to the Egyptians was personally directed to each 
individual and none would escape suffering this judgment.  However, the judgment of the 
children of Israel was not directed to them personally, but a lamb would die for them.   
 The doctrine of election is clearly alluded to in this passage.  God chose the 
children of Israel because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  God did not 
choose the Egyptians as they had no covenant promise.  Moreover, God chose his people 
before the foundation of the world based on a covenant that he made with himself and 
recorded for us in Rom. 8:29, 30: “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, 
them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”  Those God did not 
choose before the foundation of the world have no covenant promise. 
 Moreover, the doctrine of particular redemption is also alluded to in the above 
passage.  The lamb suffered the judgment for each household of the children of Israel, but 
each household of the Egyptians personally suffered the judgment of God.  Similarly, 
Christ died for the sins of the elect family of God, but did not die for the sins of those he 
did not choose before the foundation of the world.  Those, not chosen, will have to 
personally suffer the judgment of their sins. 
 “And all these thy servants shall come down unto me, and bow down themselves 
unto me, saying, Get thee out, and all the people that follow thee: and after that I will go 
out. And he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger.”  The day of reckoning had come for 
Pharaoh and his servants.  This final judgment would not only bring about the order to let 
the children of Israel go, but also would result in the servants of Pharaoh coming to bow 
down before Moses.   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you; that my 
wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.”  The LORD repeated to Moses that 
Pharaoh would not hearken unto him until all the wonders of God were multiplied in the 
land of Egypt.  Now this last plague would bring about what the LORD had commanded 
in the beginning.   
 “And Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh: and the LORD 
hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel go out of his 
land.” 
 
 

Exodus 12.1-4 
 

 Ex. 12:1 “And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 
saying, 2 This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first 
month of the year to you. 3 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the 
tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house 
of their fathers, a lamb for an house: 4 And if the household be too little for the lamb, let 
him and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; 
every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb.” 
 As we begin our notes on chapter 12 we are reminded of the words of our Lord 
that he spoke to some unbelieving Jews in John 5:39: “Search the scriptures; for in them 



ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  Exodus chapter 12 
paints us a beautiful word picture using types to represent the atoning sacrifice of Christ.   
 “And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 2 This 
month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to 
you.”  The use of the word, first, is significant to us in the scriptures.  For instance, we 
are to “seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness;” Christ is said to be the 
“firstborn among many brethren;” he also is the “first-fruits of them that slept;” and we as 
born again children of God have the “first-fruit” of the Spirit.  These are just a few 
examples among many where the word first indicates a priority of action or purpose or 
worship.  In the above scripture, the LORD has indicated that the events that are to take 
place in that month were of such importance, that the month would be the beginning of 
months unto the children of Israel.   
 “Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this 
month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a 
lamb for an house:” The lamb was to be the representative for the household.  This points 
us to the fact that Christ is said to be the “Lamb of God.”  As such he is the representative 
of the entire household of God.  Unlike the children of Israel in Egypt in which there was 
a lamb sacrificed for each household, this plurality of lambs is not necessary for the 
household of God as they together are all a part of one household and that is the 
household of God.  Therefore, Christ represented the entire elect family of God in 
judgment as he sacrificed himself on the cross for them. 
 “And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next 
unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his 
eating shall make your count for the lamb.”  The children of Israel were all to eat of the 
lamb that night and they were to eat all of the lamb.  Thus, if a household was too small 
to consume all of the lamb, then they would join with a neighboring household and eat 
the lamb together.  This teaches us two principles about the atoning work of Christ.  First, 
we are all made partakers of that atoning work.  Second, the sacrifice of Christ was not a 
partial work, but a complete work and he sacrificed everything for us.   
 
 

Exodus 12.5-10 
 

 Ex. 12:5 “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall 
take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth 
day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it 
in the evening. 7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and 
on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. 8 And they shall eat the 
flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall 
eat it. 9 Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with 
his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. 10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until 
the morning; and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire.”   
 “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out 
from the sheep, or from the goats:” From this, we make comparisons between the 
description of the lamb and of our Lord Jesus Christ: 



  1.  The lamb was to be without blemish.  The Lord had to be without sin to 
be a suitable sacrifice in judgment for the sins of the elect family of God. 
  2.  The lamb was a male of the first year.  The Lord was the first-born 
among many creatures. 
  3.  The lamb was to be taken out from the sheep or from the goats.  Sheep 
in the scriptures represent God’s covenant people.  Goats on the other hand represent 
God’s eternal punishment of sins.  As the lamb of God, Christ represented God’s 
covenant people on the cross.  As the scape goat, Christ suffered the eternal punishment 
of sins for his elect people and separated them from their sins as far as the east is from the 
west. 
 “And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.”  The lamb was 
to be kept up from the 10th day through the 14th day, which is a total of 5 days.  Five is 
the bible number associated with death.  The lamb was marked for death.  By being kept 
up the lamb was restricted in his movements.  Similarly, by covenant arrangement, Christ 
the Lamb of God was marked for death and laid aside his glory while he fulfilled the will 
of God by being the perfect representative of his people.   
 The whole congregation was to kill the lamb in the evening.  Recently a movie 
came out about the crucifixion of Christ and people debated afterward as to whether the 
Jews or the Romans were responsible for Christ’s death.  The answer is neither, but all of 
God’s elect family were responsible for the death of Christ as he came to save us from 
our sins.  It is because of all the sins of God’s elect people that Christ died on the cross.  
Thus, we were guilty of killing the Lamb of God.   
 “And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the 
upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.”  Blood on the two side posts and 
on the upper door post would be in the same position as you would see the blood of 
Christ as he hang on the cross.  The sprinkling of the blood in those positions was 
pointing us to the bleeding Lamb of God upon the cross of Calvary.  The blood was for 
the household.  Each household of the children of Israel were represented in judgment by 
the lamb sacrificed by that house.  God’s house is one house and Christ as the Lamb of 
God represented the entire house of God.   
 “And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; 
and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.”  In the covenant of redemption and in the new 
birth we are made partakers of the body of Christ.  In believing and obeying the gospel of 
Jesus Christ we become experiental partakers of the body of Christ.  However, not all of 
God’s elect family hear or believe or obey the gospel of Jesus Christ.  But all of God’s 
children do undergo the new birth and thus are partakers of the body of Christ in that 
manner and in the covenant of redemption.  In the communion service, the Lord told us 
that unleavened bread represents his perfect sinless body.  Roasting with fire would 
represent his sufferings on the cross and eating it with bitter herbs would remind us that 
we are responsible for his sufferings.   
 “Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with 
his legs, and with the purtenance thereof.”  Christ work was a perfect work and a 
complete work.  To eat of it raw would suggest that the work was not completed.  To eat 
of it sodden with water would suggest we have to add to it to make it complete.  Christ 



said on the cross that: “It is finished.”  Christ came and completed and perfected the work 
he came to do. 
 “And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth 
of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire.”  It took all the sufferings of Christ to 
redeem all the family of God.  Moreover, there was neither lack nor left over.  Christ died 
for all the elect family of God.  He did not die for any others, but the elect family of God.   
 
 

Exodus 12.11-13 
 

 Ex. 12:11 “And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your 
feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD'S passover. 
12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgment: I am the LORD. 13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses 
where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be 
upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.”   
 “And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD'S passover.”  On this night 
the Lord was passing over the houses of the children of Israel, but was executing 
judgment upon the houses of the Egyptians.  The time of deliverance had come for the 
children of Israel as they were to soon be free of their bondage in Egypt.  This judgment 
and deliverance once started would take place swiftly.  They were to be prepared by 
having their loins girded and their shoes on their feet and their staff in their hand.  In the 
New Testament we read that we are admonished to put on the whole armor of God.  Part 
of this armor was to have our loins gird about with truth and to have our feet shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace.  So long as the children of Israel were in Egyptian 
bondage there was no haste except where the Egyptians hasted them through force.  Now 
there haste is being promoted thru a better reason.  The reason is deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage by the LORD.  They will soon serve the LORD out of love for what he 
has done for them and no longer serve Pharaoh out of fear about what he might do to 
them.   
 “For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgment: I am the LORD.”  The judgment upon the Egyptians was certain and 
none would escape.  The firstborn in every house would die that night both of man and of 
beast.  The LORD predicated that judgment with the statement: “I am the LORD.”  The 
LORD had promised Moses and the children of Israel that he would execute judgment 
upon Egypt and rid them out of Egyptian bondage.  Remember, the word “LORD” means 
a covenant making, covenant keeping God.  God keeps his covenant promises always.  
This teaches us the certainty of God’s covenant promise of redemption in Rom. 8:29, 30: 
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom 
he justified, them he also glorified.”  The promises that God made to those he foreknew 
include his promise to them that they would be conformed to the image of Christ; called 



into spiritual life; justified by the blood of Jesus; and finally glorified in body, soul, and 
spirit.”  If even a one that God foreknew do not end up conformed to the image of Christ, 
called, justified, and glorified, then God did not keep his covenant promises.  However, 
we know that God cannot lie and that he cannot fail.  Thus, the promises are sure. 
 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, 
when I smite the land of Egypt.”  The LORD was looking for the blood.  That is what 
made the difference between the children of Israel not suffering the loss of the firstborn 
and the Egyptians suffering the loss of the firstborn.  If the blood was on the upper door 
post and the two side posts, then the LORD passed over those houses, but he did not pass 
over any of the houses of the Egyptians.  The Egyptians were not provided blood.  This 
passage points us to the doctrine of particular redemption.  The Lord redeemed the elect, 
but he did not redeem the non-elect.   
 
 

Exodus 12.14-20 
 

 Ex. 12:14 “And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a 
feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance 
for ever. 15 Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put 
away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day 
until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel. 16 And in the first day there 
shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day there shall be an holy convocation to 
you; no manner of work shall be done in them, save that which every man must eat, that 
only may be done of you. 17 And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in 
this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye 
observe this day in your generations by an ordinance for ever. 18 In the first month, on 
the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and 
twentieth day of the month at even. 19 Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your 
houses: for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from 
the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land. 20 Ye shall eat 
nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread.”   
 “And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the 
LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.”  
The purpose of a memorial is to remind us of something that is very important and that 
we need to remember.  In the United States we observe Memorial Day, which is a day 
that is set aside to remember those who have died in foreign wars.  They paid the 
sacrifice to help maintain our freedoms that we cherish as a country.  Like our Memorial 
Day, the memorial of the feast of unleavened bread and the Passover was to be observed 
by the children of Israel.  The memorial was of the LORD delivering them out of 
Egyptian bondage by executing judgment upon the Egyptians and passing over the 
children of Israel in judgment.   
 The children of Israel were to observe this memorial forever.  It was an annual 
observance of the feast of unleavened bread and the Passover.  Today, in the Lord’s 
church we observe the communion service the Lord implemented with the disciples 
before he was crucified.  It is an ordinance to the church delivered by the Lord.   



 In the ordinance of feast of unleavened bread, the feast was to last for seven days.  
In the first day and in the seventh day, the children of Israel were to have an holy 
convocation.   “Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put 
away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day 
until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.”  In this feast they were to eat 
no unleavened bread.  Furthermore, they were not to have any leaven within their houses.  
Leaven, in the scriptures, represents those things that puff up.  For instance, pride, the 
doctrines of the Pharisees and Sadducees, and the doctrine of Herod, as well as malice 
and wickedness are represented by leaven in the New Testament.  In contrast, the term, 
unleavened is used to represent sincerity and truth, and sinless ness in the New 
Testament.  The Lord told us in the New Testament that unleavened bread represented his 
body, which we know was pure, holy, and without sin.  The person in Israel who would 
eat unleavened bread during that week was to be excommunicated from the people.  This 
was serious business with the LORD.   
 “And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day 
there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done in them, save 
that which every man must eat, that only may be done of you.”  They were to do no 
servile work at those times.  This is in addition to the seventh day Sabbath, the Lord will 
give them in the wilderness.  The reason that they were to do no servile work, is because 
the work was performed by the LORD and he did all the work in delivering them from 
the judgment upon Egypt and in delivering them out of the hands of the Egyptians.  This 
points us to the truth that our salvation and deliverance from eternal judgment of sin is all 
of the Lord and we do nothing to bring it to pass.  We simply are to rest in his finished 
work.   
 “And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have 
I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your 
generations by an ordinance for ever.”  Here the LORD confirms the reason that the 
children of Israel were to observe the feast of unleavened bread.   
 “In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat 
unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at even. 19 Seven days 
shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is 
leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a 
stranger, or born in the land. 20 Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations 
shall ye eat unleavened bread.”   
 Much of the above paragraph is a restatement of what the LORD said at the 
beginning.  Our minds are lead leaking buckets, we have to constantly be reminded of 
things or we will let them slip.  However, please notice that the LORD tied together the 
Passover with the feast of unleavened bread.  The Passover was to be on the 14th day of 
the month and the feast of unleavened bread started on the 15th day and extended through 
the 21st day or a period of seven days.   
 
 

Exodus 12.21-23 
 

 Ex. 12:21 “Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, 
Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover. 22 And 



ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the 
lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the basin; and none of you shall go 
out at the door of his house until the morning. 23 For the LORD will pass through to 
smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side 
posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto 
your houses to smite you.”   
 “Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them,” Notice the 
chain of command.  It begins with God instructing Moses, who in turn instructed the 
elder of Israel and they were to instruct the individual families in Israel. Notice how 
similar this is to the messages the Lord gave unto the angels of the seven churches of 
Asia in the book of Revelation.  Christ gave the messages to John, who in turn was to 
give it to the angel (pastor) of each church who in turn was to instruct the people.  This 
pattern holds for us today in the delivering of messages to the Lord’s people.  First, the 
Lord inspired the writers of the Old and New Testaments and from those writings the 
elders of the churches get the messages they are to deliver unto the congregations.   
 “Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover.  
And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike 
the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the basin; and none of you shall 
go out at the door of his house until the morning.”  Notice that the blood provided was 
the blood of the Lamb which was killed by the families of the children of Israel.  Next, 
the blood was sprinkled upon the lintel and two side posts using a bunch of hyssop.  
Compare this to our redemption which is by the blood of the Lamb of God who of course 
is Jesus Christ.  The blood is sprinkled according to Heb. 10:22 “Let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure water.”  When we are born of the Spirit of God, we 
have the blood of Christ applied to us by the sprinkling of the Holy Spirit.  
  “And none of you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning.”  When 
it comes to judgment, God does not need our help, thus we are not to go out for the 
purpose of assisting the Lord to bring about his judgment.   
 “For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the 
blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and 
will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.”  The difference 
between the houses of the children of Israel and the houses of the Egyptians was the 
blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts.  Blood was only provided for the 
children of Israel, thus God in covenant favored the children of Israel, but not the 
Egyptians.  The destroyer could not come into the houses of the children of Israel as the 
Lord withheld him from doing so.   
 
 

Exodus 12.24-28 
 

 Ex. 12:24 “And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy 
sons for ever. 25 And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the land which the 
LORD will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye shall keep this service. 26 
And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this 
service? 27 That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S passover, who passed over 



the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered 
our houses. And the people bowed the head and worshipped. 28 And the children of 
Israel went away, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they.” 
 We make the following observations from the above passage of scripture: 
  1.  The children of Israel were to observe the ordinance that the LORD 
gave them throughout their generations. 
  2.  The ordinance was important to those who witnessed it in those days, 
but it was also important that each successive generation be told about the ordinance and 
what they were to do in observation of the ordinance. 
  3.  The ordinance was designed to cause the children to ask why they 
observed that service.  They needed to be told what the LORD had done in delivering 
their fathers from the house of bondage and how that was accomplished.   
  4.  The children needed to understand that God’s favoring them was based 
on the covenant promise the LORD made unto Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and not 
because of their own self-worth.    
  5.  The above is an example to us today.  We need to be reminded what 
the Lord has done for us and delivered us from our sins by his covenant promise.  We 
need to understand these things well enough that we can tell our children about these 
things as well.    
 
 

Exodus 12.29-33 
 

 Ex. 12:29 “And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn 
of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. 30 And Pharaoh rose 
up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in 
Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead. 31 And he called for 
Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, 
both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said. 32 Also take 
your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also. 33 And the 
Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in 
haste; for they said, We be all dead men.”   
 “And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the 
captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle.”  This plague was like the 
previous nine plagues in that the Lord first promised what he would do and then he 
executed what he promised to do.  Notice that all the firstborn of Pharaoh, and all the 
Egyptians and all the cattle died at midnight.   
 “And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; 
and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one 
dead.”  Pharaoh had previously endured the first nine plagues upon the land of Egypt, but 
now he finds that the pressure from his own household as well as all the people of Egypt 
would come to bear upon him to let the children of Israel go.   
 “And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth 
from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye 



have said. 32 Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and 
bless me also.”  Pharaoh no longer tried to get Moses and Aaron to bargain with him but 
suddenly is urgent upon the children of Israel to be gone and to go serve the LORD, 
along with all their flocks and herds.   
 “And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out 
of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men.”  After the death of the firstborn, 
the Egyptians knew that the firstborn represented the whole house, therefore they 
pronounced the sentence upon themselves by saying, “We be all dead men.”  The 
pressure upon Pharaoh to let the children of Israel go, was coming from all the Egyptians 
as they were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste.   
 
 

Exodus 12.34-36 
 

 Ex. 12:34 “And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their 
kneadingtroughs being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 35 And the 
children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the 
Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: 36 And the LORD gave the 
people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they 
required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.”   
 “And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneadingtroughs 
being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders.”  The people were following the 
LORD’s teaching on the feast of unleavened bread and the Passover, whereby they took 
their dough before it was leavened. 
 “And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they 
borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: 36 And the 
LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them 
such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.”   
 This was done in response to the command of the LORD in Ex. 11:2, 3: “Speak 
now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his neighbour, and every 
woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold.  And the LORD gave the 
people favour in the sight of the Egyptians.”   
 
 

Exodus 12.37-39 
 

 Ex. 12:37 “And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about 
six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children. 38 And a mixed multitude 
went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. 39 And they baked 
unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not 
leavened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they 
prepared for themselves any victual.”   
 “And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 
hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children.”  By comparing this verse with 
the other verses that mention the number that came out of Egypt it appears that the 
number of six hundred and three thousand and five hundred and fifty is the number of 



men besides women and children.  We are never told how many women and children 
there were, but a rough estimate would make the total of all men, women, and children 
over two million who came out of Egypt.  This gives us an idea of the greatness of the 
provision of God towards the children of Israel as they made their 40 year pilgrimage in 
the desert.   
 “And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very 
much cattle.”  The mixed multitude are not described for us in detail in the scriptures, but 
we probably would be safe in speculating that there were other refugees in Egypt besides 
the children of Israel as well as some discontented of the Egyptians who went with the 
children of Israel.  This mixed multitude would be the source of some of the discontent 
and problems for the children of Israel later on in their journeys. 
 “And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of 
Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, 
neither had they prepared for themselves any victual.”  This indicates to us that the 
Egyptians were very anxious initially to see the children of Israel depart from their coast 
and were rushing them to leave.  Moreover, it shows us that the journey ahead for the 
children of Israel would be filled with problems, whereby they would have to learn to 
lean upon the LORD.   
 
 

Exodus 12.40-42 
 

 Ex. 12:40 “Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was 
four hundred and thirty years. 41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and 
thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went 
out from the land of Egypt. 42 It is a night to be much observed unto the LORD for 
bringing them out from the land of Egypt: this is that night of the LORD to be observed 
of all the children of Israel in their generations.”   
 “Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four 
hundred and thirty years.”  From the time of Jacob and his children came into Egypt 
during the days of Joseph until the time the children of Israel were delivered out of Egypt 
was four hundred and thirty years.  This was the LORD’s timetable.  This was according 
to the promise that God had made to Abraham and fulfilled beginning with Jacob and his 
family coming into Egypt.  Moreover, it also fulfilled God’s promise to Abraham that he 
would deliver the children of Israel out of Egypt and make them a great nation. 
 “And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the 
selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of 
Egypt.”  In some things, God has a very fixed and definite time table.  For instance, God 
had promised Abraham and Sarah that at his set time the next year that Sarah would bear 
Abraham and son and his name would be called Isaac.  Predicting a child’s birthday 
before the child is yet conceived is impossible for men to accurately predict.  However, 
the God who created the universe can and does work off his own time table and can 
assure that what he desires to be accomplished will be accomplished just like he said it 
would. 
 “It is a night to be much observed unto the LORD for bringing them out from the 
land of Egypt: this is that night of the LORD to be observed of all the children of Israel in 



their generations.”  If we in our mind could place ourselves in the situation of the 
children of Israel at that point in time, we would see the great importance of keeping an 
observation of the night in which the LORD wrought deliverance for us out of Egyptian 
bondage.   
  
 

Exodus 12.43-49 
 

 Ex. 12:43 “And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of 
the passover: There shall no stranger eat thereof: 44 But every man's servant that is 
bought for money, when thou hast circumcised him, then shall he eat thereof. 45 A 
foreigner and an hired servant shall not eat thereof. 46 In one house shall it be eaten; thou 
shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither shall ye break a 
bone thereof. 47 All the congregation of Israel shall keep it. 48 And when a stranger shall 
sojourn with thee, and will keep the passover to the LORD, let all his males be 
circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as one that is born in 
the land: for no uncircumcised person shall eat thereof. 49 One law shall be to him that is 
homeborn, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among you.”   
 The above passage sets forth some provisions as to who may eat the Passover and 
who may not eat the Passover as well as some other provisions of the Passover feast: 
  1.  No stranger, foreigner, or hired servant was to eat of the Passover, 
unless they sojourned among the children of Israel and desired to eat of the Passover, 
then all the males of his house were to first be circumcised.   
  2.  No uncircumcised person was to eat of the Passover.   
  3.  The Passover was to be eaten in one house. 
  4.  None of the flesh of the Passover was to be taken abroad out of the 
house. 
  5.  They were not to break a bone of the Passover lamb.  This points us to 
Jesus who had not a bone broken on the cross as was also prophesied.   
  6.  All the congregation of Israel was to keep the Passover.   
  7.  One law of the Passover was to the home born as well as to the stranger 
who sojourned among them.   
 
 

Exodus 12.50, 51 
 

 Ex. 12:50 “Thus did all the children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses 
and Aaron, so did they. 51 And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the LORD did bring 
the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies.” 
   “Thus did all the children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron, 
so did they.”  Many times in the scriptures, the children of Israel were disobedient to the 
commandments and instructions of the LORD and they suffered the consequences of 
their disobedience.  However, in this instance, the children of Israel did exactly as the 
LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron.  There is a practical lesson to us as parents.  
Criticism and chastisement of our children for disobedience is proper, but it must be 
tempered with praise for the things they do right.  The LORD has set this example for us. 



 “And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the LORD did bring the children of 
Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies.”  This is the first time that we read of the 
children of Israel having armies, yet as a nation, armies are a necessity for protection of 
the people.  Likewise, the disciples of the Lord are soldiers of the Lord’s army and are to 
fight the good fight of faith.   
 
 

Exodus 13.1-7 
 

 Ex. 13:1 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Sanctify unto me all the 
firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of 
beast: it is mine. 3 And Moses said unto the people, Remember this day, in which ye 
came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD 
brought you out from this place: there shall no leavened bread be eaten. 4 This day came 
ye out in the month Abib. 5 And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land 
of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 
which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee, a land flowing with milk and honey, that 
thou shalt keep this service in this month. 6 Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, 
and in the seventh day shall be a feast to the LORD. 7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten 
seven days; and there shall no leavened bread be seen with thee, neither shall there be 
leaven seen with thee in all thy quarters.”   
 This is the second time that the Lord had said to Moses for the children of Israel 
to keep the ordinance of the feast of unleavened bread.  The details of this feast of 
unleavened bread are presented four times in the book of Exodus.  Obviously this was a 
very important feast to be observed by the children of Israel.  
 In verse 2 the principle of the firstborn is set forth for us that all the firstborn were 
to be set apart (sanctified) unto the LORD.  This applied to both man and beast.  Some 
other important points made in the above passage are as follows: 
 ` 1.  Egypt is called the house of bondage.  Egypt elsewhere is called an iron 
furnace.  Iron is associated with bondage in the scripture. 
  2.  The feast of unleavened bread is a memorial feast in which the children 
of Israel were to remember the LORD’s delivering them out of the house of bondage. 
  3.  The children of Israel came out of Egypt in the month Abib.  For the 
children of Israel this became the beginning of months.  It was to be the first month of 
their new year.   
  4.  The LORD reiterated his promise to bring the children of Israel into the 
land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites.  This is the promise the LORD had made to their fathers Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.  This land is said be a land “flowing with milk and honey.”     
  5.  Leaven is set forth as being contrary to their deliverance.  It was not to 
be seen with them for the whole seven days of the feast of unleavened bread.  Their bread 
was to be unleavened.  Symbolically this points us to the perfect sinless body of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 



Exodus 13.8-10 
 

 Ex. 13:8 “And thou shalt show thy son in that day, saying, This is done because of 
that which the LORD did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt. 9 And it shall be for a 
sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes, that the Lord's 
law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong hand hath the LORD brought thee out of 
Egypt. 10 Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his season from year to year.” 
 “And thou shalt show thy son in that day, saying, This is done because of that 
which the LORD did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt.”  Once again the Lord 
reiterates that the feast of unleavened bread is a memorial service and will serve as a 
reminder to those generations that came after the works of the LORD in bringing the 
children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage.   
 “And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial between 
thine eyes, that the Lord's law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong hand hath the 
LORD brought thee out of Egypt.”  Several things are implied in this verse as follows: 
  1.  The feast was to be a sign unto them upon their hands.  The hand is the 
scripture is often associated with labor.  A great motive for the children of Israel to serve 
the LORD was because of his great work in delivering them from Egyptian bondage.  
Their service (work of their hand) was to be renewed in their minds whenever they 
observed the feast of weeks.  There is a lesson for us today in that the scriptures say that 
we love God because he first loved us.  Our motive for serving the Lord is based on our 
love for him and what he has done for us. 
  2.  It was to be a memorial between their eyes.  Between the eyes is 
generally used to depict their thinking.  The feast of unleavened bread being a memorial 
feast was to effect the way the children of Israel thought about things.  Today, we observe 
the communion service to reflect upon what the Lord has done for us and then we wash 
one another’s feet to reflect how we are to serve one another because of the Lord’s love 
and great work of salvation on our behalf. 
  3.  That the Lord’s law may be in their mouths.  Our labors and our 
thoughts affect us personally, but when we speak those things concerning the Lord’s law 
it affects other people.  This should be a lesson to us today, that we should not only keep 
the Lord’s laws, but also speak of them to our children, grandchildren, and our neighbors.   
 “For with a strong hand hath the LORD brought thee out of Egypt.”  The children 
of Israel were to remember that it was the mighty hand of God that was responsible for 
delivering them out of the land of Egypt.  We should remember that it was the mighty 
work of God that saved us from our sins, and quickened us into spiritual life and gives us 
a hope of heaven’s glory world. 
 “Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his season from year to year.”  This 
reminds us about how quick we are to forget things and that we need to be reminded over 
and over again about the wonderful works of God.   
 
 

Exodus 13.11-16 
 

 Ex. 13:11 “And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the 
Canaanites, as he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it thee, 12 That thou 



shalt set apart unto the LORD all that openeth the matrix, and every firstling that cometh 
of a beast which thou hast; the males shall be the LORD'S. 13 And every firstling of an 
ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break 
his neck: and all the firstborn of man among thy children shalt thou redeem. 14 And it 
shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What is this? that thou shalt 
say unto him, By strength of hand the LORD brought us out from Egypt, from the house 
of bondage: 15 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the LORD 
slew all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the firstborn of 
beast: therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the matrix, being males; but all 
the firstborn of my children I redeem. 16 And it shall be for a token upon thine hand, and 
for frontlets between thine eyes: for by strength of hand the LORD brought us forth out 
of Egypt.”   
 “And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, 
as he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it thee, That thou shalt set apart 
unto the LORD all that openeth the matrix, and every firstling that cometh of a beast 
which thou hast; the males shall be the LORD'S.”  As a consequence of the LORD’s 
deliverance of the children of Israel out of Egypt and bringing them into the land of the 
Canaanite, the children of Israel were to honor the LORD with the firstborn males and the 
firstlings of beast.   
 “And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if thou wilt not 
redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck: and all the firstborn of man among thy children 
shalt thou redeem.”  The principal of redemption is set forth in this verse.  Both the 
firstborn of man and the firstling of an ass were to be redeemed.  The price of redemption 
was to offer a lamb for a sacrifice.  All of this typically points us to the redemptive work 
of Jesus Christ on behalf of the elect as the Lamb of God.  The LORD pointed out to the 
children of Israel that failure to redeem an ass would sentence the ass to death.  This 
teaches us that without the redemptive work of Jesus our sentence of eternal death would 
remain. 
 “And it shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What is this? 
that thou shalt say unto him, By strength of hand the LORD brought us out from Egypt, 
from the house of bondage: 15 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let us 
go, that the LORD slew all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, 
and the firstborn of beast: therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the matrix, 
being males; but all the firstborn of my children I redeem.”  Once again we see the 
purpose of the Passover feast and the feast of unleavened bread was to remind those who 
came out of Egypt and to teach their children and subsequent generations how the Lord 
delivered the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage and how he accomplished 
overcoming Pharaoh’s hardened heart by slaying all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of beasts.  It was for this reason that they were 
to sacrifice to the Lord all that openeth the matrix, being males; but all the firstborn of the 
children of Israel are redeemed by sacrificing a lamb instead.   
 “And it shall be for a token upon thine hand, and for frontlets between thine eyes: 
for by strength of hand the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt.”   
 
 
 



Exodus 13.17-18 
 

  
 Ex. 13:17 “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led 
them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God 
said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt: 18 
But God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red sea: and the 
children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt.” 
 The children of Israel had been slaves in the land of Egypt.  Now that they have 
come out of the land of Egypt, they were not prepared for warfare.  God was their leader 
and he knew best what they needed.  Thus, the Lord led them not through the way of the 
land of the Philistines.  The Philistines would have come and had war with them and the 
children of Israel would have sought to return to Egypt.  Instead the Lord led them 
through the way of the wilderness of the Red Sea.   
 “And the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt.”  While 
the children of Israel were not ready for war, yet they were still an army.  It was an army 
in training.  Marching is a part of an army’s training.  The fact that they were harnessed 
indicates that they were marching in ranks and armed.   
 
 

Exodus 13.19-22 
 

 Ex. 13:19 “And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly 
sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my 
bones away hence with you. 20 And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped 
in Etham, in the edge of the wilderness. 21 And the LORD went before them by day in a 
pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; 
to go by day and night: 22 He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar 
of fire by night, from before the people.”   
 “And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the 
children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones away 
hence with you.”  When the children of Israel came to sojourn in the land of Egypt during 
the days of Joseph, Joseph told them that the Lord would deliver them out of Egypt and 
bring them to the land he had promised to them.  Joseph made his brethren sware that 
they would not leave his bones in Egypt, but would bring them up with them and carry 
them into the promised land.  Moses was honoring the request of Joseph and thus 
honoring him for the deliverance from famine the Lord had made through Joseph.   
 “And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge 
of the wilderness.  And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead 
them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: 
22 He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from 
before the people.”  There were two great things the children of Israel needed at this time 
when they were journeying in an uncharted wilderness.  They needed a guide or leader.  
They also needed light by night.  The LORD became both of these for them as he went 
before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead them the way and as a pillar of fire by 
night to give them light.  In like fashion, we have the Holy Spirit as our guide in this 



wilderness world in which we live.  As we follow the leading of the Holy Spirit we can 
safely say that He is the best guide we could possible have as we navigate the wilderness 
of life.  Moreover, the Holy Spirit give us light as we face the darkness of this flesh 
nature the enemies of the truth that abound about us.  We have light as a result of God’s 
eternal judgment and his timely judgments upon us and the world in which we live. 
 “He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, 
from before the people.”  Therefore, the children of Israel had a sure guide throughout 
their journeys and had light each night they were in the wilderness. We have the same 
thing today in the person of the Holy Spirit.   
 
 

Exodus 14.1-4 
 

 Ex. 14:1 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of 
Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over 
against Baalzephon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea. 3 For Pharaoh will say of the 
children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in. 4 And 
I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured upon 
Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And 
they did so.” 
 The LORD set a trap for Pharaoh and his host.  He made it appear that Israel was 
trapped and could not escape the mighty army of Egypt.  At this time, Egypt was 
considered to be the most powerful nation on earth and its army unparalleled.  The LORD 
would show Pharaoh and all Egypt that he was a greater tactician and more powerful than 
all the host of this mighty army of Pharaoh.  As he said, he would be honored upon 
Pharaoh, and his entire host.  By this, the Egyptians would know that He was the LORD.  
Now, this suggests to us that they would know it by his mighty power and judgment upon 
them.  Similarly, when the non-elect stand before God in the resurrection they will also 
know that he is the LORD by his mighty power and judgment upon them.   
 
 

Exodus 14.5-9 
 

 Ex. 14:5 “And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of 
Pharaoh and of his servants was turned against the people, and they said, Why have we 
done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us? 6 And he made ready his chariot, 
and took his people with him: 7 And he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the 
chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one of them. 8 And the LORD hardened the 
heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel: and the 
children of Israel went out with an high hand. 9 But the Egyptians pursued after them, all 
the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them 
encamping by the sea, beside Pihahiroth, before Baalzephon.”   
 We make the following observations based on the above passage: 
  1.  The non-elect quickly forget any timely judgments against them and 
turn again to their wicked devices.  Pharaoh and his servants quickly forgot the reason 
they had urgently sent the children of Israel out of Egypt was because of the death of all 



their first born sons.  They again turned to their fleshly lusts and desire to financial gain 
over enslaving a people that they had no business enslaving to begin with. 
  2.  Pharaoh thought he had a great advantage because he had a mighty 
trained and experienced army including six hundred chosen chariots and all the chariots 
of Egypt and captains over every one of them.  He had a mighty host to bring against the 
children of Israel and he knew that Israel had no trained soldiers as they had been slaves 
heretofore.  What he failed to consider was that he would be greatly outmaneuvered and 
overpowered by the very God of Israel.  The non-elect never learn the lesson from timely 
judgments. 
  3.  Again it was the LORD who hardened Pharaoh’s heart so that he 
pursed after the children of Israel so that they pursued after the children of Israel 
including all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh and all his horsemen, and his army, and 
overtook the children of Israel encamping by the sea.   
 
 

Exodus 14.10-14 
 

 Ex. 14:10 “And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their 
eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the 
children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. 11 And they said unto Moses, Because there 
were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast 
thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 12 Is not this the word that we did 
tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness. 13 And 
Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, 
which he will show to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall 
see them again no more for ever. 14 The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your 
peace.”   
 To the above passage we make the following observations: 
  1.  When the children of Israel got sight of the approaching army of 
Pharaoh marching after them, they became sore afraid.  When we are young in the faith 
we often look at the trying circumstances of our lives and thing we are in an impossible 
situation.  We are prone to forget the promises of God and the presence of God in our 
lives and the timely deliverances we already witnessed along with the demonstration of 
the power of God.  We tend to only look at the present circumstances.  This was the case 
with the children of Israel.  They had forgotten the promises of God that he had made to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  They also forgot the promises of the LORD that Moses had 
delivered unto them and how the LORD would deliver them out of Egyptian bondage.  
They only thought of their current circumstance and they saw the mighty host of the 
approaching army of Egypt and the fact that they had no standing army and no horses and 
no chariots and no weapons in which to withstand Pharaoh and his host.   
  2.  Knowing their helpless situation, the children of Israel cried out unto 
the LORD, however, they doubted the LORD could help them.  And because they 
doubted the LORD could help them, they took their doubts and fears out on the LORD’s 
servant, Moses: “And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast 
thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to 



carry us forth out of Egypt? 12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, 
Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness.”  Are God’s children any different 
today?  No, we have all been in circumstances where we have doubted and yet cried out 
unto the Lord but not believing the Lord would help us or deliver us.  I know by 
experience that when adverse circumstances arise in the church that the preacher is often 
blamed for the situation.   
  3.  Moses, the LORD’s servant, however, had grown in his faith unto God 
and had witnessed the LORD’s deliverances both in his life and for the children of Israel 
and could encourage the people to trust in the LORD who would deliver them: “And 
Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, 
which he will show to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall 
see them again no more for ever. 14 The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your 
peace.”  Sometimes we have circumstances in which we are often helpless and unable to 
help ourselves.  In these circumstances, it is often that we are called on to be still and see 
the salvation of the LORD.  This deliverance for Israel would not be accomplished by 
Israel fighting against the mighty Egyptian army.  The LORD by himself would deliver 
the children of Israel and destroy the host of the Egyptians.   
 
 

Exodus 14.15-20 
 

 Ex. 14:15 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? 
speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward: 16 But lift thou up thy rod, and 
stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry 
ground through the midst of the sea. 17 And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon 
all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and 
upon his horsemen. 19 And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, 
removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, 
and stood behind them: 20 And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp 
of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so 
that the one came not near the other all the night.” 
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward:”  When we have the promises of God and His 
assurances of the certain results, it is not a time to fear and doubt, but it is a time to move 
out on the certain promises of God an go forward in our service to Him.   
 “But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: 
and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.”  The rod 
represented the authority and power of God.  Now the LORD tells Moses to lift up the 
rod.  When we are fearful and doubting, it is time to lift up once again the authority and 
power of God in our lives.  Moses was told to stretch his hand over the sea and divide it.  
Obviously it was not by the power of Moses that the sea would be divided but by the 
power of God.  Moses was contacting the power of God through obedience to the 



command of God.  The result of this is that the children of Israel would cross over the 
Red Sea on dry ground through the midst of the sea.   
 Some attributes of God are manifest in this verse as we see the authority of God, 
and the power of God, and the omniscience of God, and the providence of God all 
demonstrated.   
 “And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow 
them: and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, 
and upon his horsemen.  And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have 
gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.”  The 
Egyptians thought that they could overrule the power of God and get their way through 
the might of their armies and once again enslave the people of God.  But through the 
demonstration of the mighty power of God upon Pharaoh and upon his hosts, upon his 
chariots, and upon his horsemen, God would receive honor from the surrounding nations 
as they would greatly fear the LORD.  The way the Egyptians came to know the LORD 
was through the demonstration of his mighty power against them and destroying their 
“feeble” army.   
 “And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went 
behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind 
them: 20 And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it 
was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came 
not near the other all the night.”  Obviously, God was making a distinction between the 
Egyptians and the children of Israel.  On the one hand the cloud was darkness to the camp 
of the Egyptians, but on the other hand it was light all night to the children of Israel.  
Through the Holy Spirit the Lord is light to us which are born of the Spirit of God to give 
us light as we journey in this land of darkness known as the world.  However, the 
workings of God are a completely mystery to those who are not born of the Spirit and 
they are in total darkness as to the purpose, promises, and providences of God.   
 
 

Exodus 14.21-25 
 

 Ex. 14:21 “And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused 
the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the 
waters were divided. 22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the 
dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. 23 
And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all 
Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And it came to pass, that in the 
morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire 
and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians, 25 And took off their chariot 
wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face 
of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians.”   
 “And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to 
go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters 
were divided.”  When Moses did as the LORD instructed him, then the LORD did as he 
had promised.  This is also true in our lives.  There are several miracles manifest in the 
above statement.  It was a miracle that the wind parted the sea.  It was a miracle that the 



sea became a wall on the left hand and on the right.  It was a miracle that the land was 
dried that night.  Yet, those things which are impossible with man are possible with God.  
The same God that created the land, the sea, and the wind can certainly cause the land, 
the sea, and the wind to obey His voice.  That was certainly the case here.   
 “And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: 
and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.”  At this point 
in time, you would expect that the children of Israel would have felt pretty sure about 
their certain deliverance from the Egyptians as they had witnessed the great miracles of 
God working on their behalf.  There was no reason for them to fear or doubt that the 
waters would remain a wall unto them on their right hand and on their left as they crossed 
the Red Sea.   
 “And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even 
all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.”  Either the Egyptians took no notice 
of the power of God being manifest or else they were in complete darkness of their own 
certain doom.  The truth is that those who are not born of the Spirit of God take no notice 
of the power of God being manifest and are in complete darkness of their certain eternal 
judgment.   
 The Egyptians continued on their efforts to enslave and destroy the children of 
Israel even though the LORD was warring on their behalf and they were no match for his 
power and wisdom.  Likewise, the children of this world continue to war to enslave the 
children of light to their ungodly deeds and thoughts and to try to wipe out all godly 
actions and behaviors.   
 “And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host 
of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the 
Egyptians, 25 And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the 
Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against 
the Egyptians.”  The LORD looked upon the hosts of the Egyptians through the pillar of 
fire and the cloud.  The pillar of fire represents God’s judgment of sin and the cloud 
represents the glory of God.  The LORD looked through his judgment and glory and the 
time of judgment for the Egyptians had come.  First the LORD troubled the host of the 
Egyptians.  Second, the LORD took off their chariot wheels, and they drave them 
heavily.  Finally, the Egyptians recognized their circumstances and the trouble they were 
in and they sought to flee from the face of Israel for the LORD fought for the Israelites 
against the Egyptians.   Oh that we would understand today that when we have the LORD 
on our side, the enemy have no chance to defeat us and enslave us.   
 
 

Exodus 14.26-31 
 
 Ex. 14:26 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, 
that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their 
horsemen. 27 And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his 
strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD 
overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 28 And the waters returned, and covered 
the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after 
them; there remained not so much as one of them. 29 But the children of Israel walked 



upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right 
hand, and on their left. 30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the 
Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. 31 And Israel saw that 
great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, 
and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.”   
 The judgment against Pharaoh and the Egyptians had come to pass.  The 
Egyptians had taken the kindness of Joseph and turned against the children of Israel by 
enslaving them, and making them to serve with rigour and hard bondage.  Moreover, 
Pharaoh had tried to destroy all the male babies of the children of Israel on two different 
occasions with the mindset that he would make sex slaves out of their female babies.   
 Pharaoh and his servants had fought against allowing the children of Israel to go 
out and worship their God.  He had lied to Moses and tried to deceive him on several 
occasions.  After the death of the first born sons in all the land of Egypt, he had consented 
to allow the children of Israel to go into the desert and worship and then changed his 
mind and sought to once again enslave the children of Israel.   
 The problem that Pharaoh, his servants, the Egyptians, and their host had was that 
they were going against a greater foe than themselves.  The children of Israel had the 
LORD on their side.  The Egyptians stood no chance in this battle.   
 As we began the book of Exodus, the children of Israel were in hard Egyptian 
bondage and were made to serve with rigor.  They had neither army nor any weapons of 
warfare.  They were treated like cattle.  Pharaoh had no respect for their lives nor 
wellbeing.  Yet God had promised Abraham that at the appointed time that he would 
deliver the children of Israel out of Egypt and ultimately bring them into the land of 
promise.  With the above passage we see the children of Israel finally delivered from 
Egyptian bondage.  God had destroyed Pharaoh, his host, his chariots, and all his 
horsemen in the waters of the Red Sea.   
 The crossing of the Red Sea was similar in type to the Lord’s deliverance of his 
elect family from their sins.  The waters of the Red Sea at the point of crossing were 
running in a North-South direction.  They were crossed by an East wind that blew 
Westward, thus, prefiguring the cross of Christ.  The children of Israel went down into 
the Red Sea (with the water absent) and came up out of the Red Sea on the other side.  
The crossing of the Red Sea prefigured the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  At the cross, Jesus delivered his elect family from all their enemies (death, 
hell, grave, Satan, and sin).  At the Red Sea the children of Israel were delivered from 
their enemies: Pharaoh, his servants, the Egyptian Army, along with all the weapons of 
their warfare.   
 And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the 
people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.”   
 
 

Exodus 15.1 
 

 Ex. 15:1 “Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, 
and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse 
and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.”   



 In this chapter Moses and the children of Israel sing a song unto the LORD.  It is 
a song of praise for the LORD’s timely deliverance of them and of the resulting hope 
they have of future deliverances.  In the book of Revelation we read of the song of Moses 
and the song of the Lamb: Rev. 15:3 “And they sing the song of Moses the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.”  The song of Moses is a song 
giving praise to God for his timely deliverances and for their hope of seeing the 
fulfillment of the remaining covenant promises that God made to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.   The song of the Lamb is a song of praise to God for his eternal deliverance of his 
people from their sins and of their subsequent hope of eternal glory through the covenant 
promise made by God before the world began and as stated in Rom. 8:29, 30: Rom. 8:29 
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom 
he justified, them he also glorified.”     
 

Exodus 15.2 
 
 Ex. 15:2 “The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he 
is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt him.  
  “The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is 
my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt him.”  In 
this sentence of praise several points can be made: 
  1.  The children of Israel were exalting the LORD.  The word, LORD, 
refers to God as a covenant-making, covenant-keeping God.  Thus, they were praising 
him for the covenant he had made and kept. 
  2.  They were also exalting the LORD as their strength.  This tells us that 
they felt themselves to be inadequate, but believed their inadequacies were more than 
made up for by the fact that the LORD was their strength. 
  3.  When we are young we usually have a favorite song from time to time.  
Our favorite song at the time is the one that we sing in our hearts and minds and that 
resonates with us.  The children of Israel were saying that the LORD was the song that 
resonated in their hearts and minds. 
  4.  “he is become my salvation.”  When the children of Israel looked for 
and longed for deliverance and faced the realization that they could not deliver 
themselves, then the LORD appeared to them and delivered them.   
  5.  “he is my God.”  Owning the LORD as our God does not make him our 
God, but it sure is good for us to own him as our God. 
  6.  “I will prepare him an habitation.”  What habitation will you prepare 
for the LORD?  We should prepare our hearts and minds as an habitation for the LORD. 
  7.  “My fathers God.”  The LORD is the same from generation to 
generation.  The same God who was with our fathers is the same God who is with us 
today.  For the children of Israel it was a recognition that the same LORD that had 
appeared and blessed Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was the same LORD that had appeared 
and blessed them. 
  8.  “I will exalt him.”  That should be a chief goal of our lives.   



 
Exodus 15.3-10 

 
 Ex. 15:3 “The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name. 4 Pharaoh's 
chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea: his chosen captains also are drowned in the 
Red sea. 5 The depths have covered them: they sank into the bottom as a stone. 6 Thy 
right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right hand, O LORD, hath dashed 
in pieces the enemy. 7 And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrown 
them that rose up against thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed them as 
stubble. 8 And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered together, the floods 
stood upright as an heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The 
enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my lust shall be satisfied 
upon them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them. 10 Thou didst blow with 
thy wind, the sea covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters.” 
 “The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name.”  While God is a God of 
peace he also is a man of war.  In order to execute his covenant promises, war was 
necessary.  The enemy had to be defeated.  The Lord’s people have enemies, just like the 
children of Israel had Pharaoh, his servants and his host as enemies.  We have as our 
enemies: death, hell, grave, Satan, and sin.  The Lord has fought and conquered our 
enemies for us.   
 In verses 4-10 above the children of Israel in this song recounted the account of 
how the Lord defeated their enemies for them.  In preaching the gospel, singing praises 
unto God and in prayer we often are recounting the account of how the Lord defeated our 
enemies for us.  By giving notice to the life of Jesus and his death, burial, and 
resurrection and the effects of that atoning sacrifice we are recounting the account of how 
the Lord defeated our enemies for us and giving him praise.   
 “Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right hand, O LORD, 
hath dashed in pieces the enemy.”  The “right hand” is used in the scriptures to denote 
strength.  It is indicative of God’s almighty power.  It is also used to denote the position 
of honor and exaltation.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the “right hand of God.”  The children 
of God are on his right hand in the resurrection (Matt. 25).  We should “honor and exalt” 
the Lord for his “almighty power” in delivering us from our enemies.  The children of 
Israel were honoring and exalting the LORD for having delivered them by his strength 
from their enemies.   
 “Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power:” The great glory of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is that he has defeated our enemies through his mighty power in his 
death, burial, and resurrection.  His taking up of the life he laid down is indeed glorious 
and to him we should give all praise, honor, and glory. 
 “And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrown them that rose up 
against thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble.”  Just like the 
LORD overthrew Pharaoh and his hosts that rose up against him and his wrath consumed 
them as stubble, so the Lord Jesus Christ rose up against our enemies and God’s wrath at 
the cross consumed them.   
 “The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my lust 
shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.”  The 
belief and attitude of Pharaoh and his servants was that they would be victorious over the 



LORD and the children of Israel.  How similar we see the reaction of Satan and his host 
in their efforts to derail the life and work of the Lord when he walked upon the earth.  
How mistaken Pharaoh and his servants were and how mistaken Satan and his host were 
in their beliefs and attitude. 
 “Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them: they sank as lead in the 
mighty waters.”  Destruction came suddenly upon Pharaoh and the host of Egypt.  
Likewise destruction shall come suddenly upon Satan and upon the non-elect in the 
morning of the resurrection.   
 
 

Exodus 15.11-13 
 

 Ex. 15:11 “Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, 
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 12 Thou stretchedst out thy right 
hand, the earth swallowed them. 13 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which 
thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation.” 
 “Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in 
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?” There is none like the LORD.  There are 
gods many, but none of them is like the LORD.  The LORD is omnipotent, omnipresent, 
omniscient, has all wisdom, and many other attributes and characteristics that cannot be 
said of any other.  The LORD is all glorious.  There is none holy as He is.  He does 
wonders beyond our imagination.  He is fearful in praises.   
 “Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed them.”  The LORD had 
parted the waters of the Red Sea by a mighty east wind and had congealed those waters 
while the children of Israel crossed over the Red Sea on dry ground.  When the Egyptians 
sought to follow after, the LORD stretched forth his right hand and the Sea returned unto 
its former state and swallowed up Pharaoh and his hosts, thus, destroying the enemies of 
Israel. 
 “Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou hast 
guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation.”  The work of the LORD on behalf 
of the children of Israel was not because they deserved to be delivered, but was as a result 
of God’s mercy toward them.  Likewise our deliverance from the condemnation of sin is 
not because of any merit in us, but because of God’s grace and mercy toward his 
covenant people.   
 The LORD led forth the people which he had redeemed out of Egyptian bondage 
and across the Red Sea.  Likewise, the LORD leads his people today which he has 
redeemed. 
 The song of Moses said that he guided them in his strength unto His holy 
habitation, yet at that time they were not in his holy habitation.  This showed confidence 
on behalf of the people that the same God who had delivered them out of Egyptian 
bondage and destroyed their enemies would fulfill the rest of his covenant promises that 
he made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Likewise, we are not yet housed in heaven’s 
glory world, but we should be confident that the LORD will keep his eternal promise that 
he made concerning the elect that they would one day in the resurrection be glorified and 
carried home to heaven.  Our confidence stems from the LORD gloriously delivering us 
from a state of being dead in trespasses and sins unto eternal spiritual life by the still 



small voice of the Son of God and of the knowledge of the LORD’s delivering us from 
the condemnation of sin upon the cross of Calvary.   
 
 

Exodus 15.14-17 
 

 Ex. 15:14 “The people shall hear, and be afraid: sorrow shall take hold on the 
inhabitants of Palestina. 15 Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed; the mighty men of 
Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them; all the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt 
away. 16 Fear and dread shall fall upon them; by the greatness of thine arm they shall be 
as still as a stone; till thy people pass over, O LORD, till the people pass over, which thou 
hast purchased. 17 Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine 
inheritance, in the place, O LORD, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the 
Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established.”   
 The news of what the LORD did in parting the waters of the Red Sea and 
drowning Pharaoh and the greatest army upon the face of the earth up to that time, would 
have a profound effect upon the nations surrounding the children of Israel.  It wasn’t that 
they feared the nation of Israel but they feared the God of the nation of Israel who had 
wrought such mighty and marvelous works in delivering Israel.  The gods of those 
nations were nothing compared to the God of Israel.   
 The children of Israel had been promised that they would possess the land of 
Canaan by the LORD.  Because they would hear of what the LORD had done for Israel in 
delivering them out of Egypt fear and dread would fall upon the inhabitants of Canaan.  
They would tremble at the mention of the name of the LORD.  They knew that they were 
no match to the children of Israel because of the God of the children of Israel.   
 “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in 
the place, O LORD, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, 
which thy hands have established.”  Again the children of Israel were greatly encouraged 
at this time by the delivering power of God to believe that they would indeed possess the 
promised land of Canaan.   
 
 

Exodus 15.18-21 
 

 Ex. 15:18 “The LORD shall reign for ever and ever. 19 For the horse of Pharaoh 
went in with his chariots and with his horsemen into the sea, and the LORD brought 
again the waters of the sea upon them; but the children of Israel went on dry land in the 
midst of the sea. 20 And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her 
hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances. 21 And 
Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse 
and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 
 “The LORD shall reign for ever and ever.”  This statement is just as true today as 
it was back then.  There is no end to the LORD’s reigning in his everlasting kingdom. 
 “For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his horsemen into the 
sea, and the LORD brought again the waters of the sea upon them; but the children of 
Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea.”  This continual recounting of the Lord’s 



work in delivering Israel is an encouragement to the children of Israel.  They were later 
told to tell their children and their children’s children about the Lord’s mighty work in 
delivering them from Egyptian bondage.  Today we should take note and tell our children 
and our children’s children about the mighty workings of the Lord in our lives such as 
His work in our spiritual birth, in saving us from the condemnation of sin and in the 
providential deliverances we have experienced in life.  This is an encouragement both to 
us and to them to recount these stories over and over again. 
 “And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and 
all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances.  And Miriam answered 
them, Sing ye to the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath 
he thrown into the sea.”  Here the women were expressing their joy over the great 
deliverance the LORD had wrought for them and their families.  Joy should be embraced 
by us today because of the LORD’s great deliverances in our lives.   
 
 

Exodus 15.22-26 
 

 Ex. 15: 22 “So Moses brought Israel from the Red sea, and they went out into the 
wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water. 23 
And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they 
were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah. 24 And the people murmured 
against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? 25 And he cried unto the LORD; and the 
LORD showed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made 
sweet: there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them, 26 
And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do 
that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his 
statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the 
Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee.”   
 The Lord told some unbelieving Jews in John 5:39: “Search the scriptures; for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  When 
studying the Old Testament we should always be looking for a testimony of Jesus.  In the 
above passage we find a testimony of Jesus. 
 Upon crossing the Red Sea the children of Israel made a three day journey into 
the wilderness of Shur.  In this journey they found no water.  This was a desert land and 
water is essential to survival in a desert land.  Moreover, the human body in such 
conditions can only go about 3 or 4 days without water before the individual become so 
dehydrated that he dies.  When they came to Marah they found water.  The problem was 
that the water was bitter (poison).  They could not drink of the water.  The children of 
Israel were in a predicament in that they could not last a journey back to the Red Sea and 
they could not drink of the water before them.  It was not surprising that they murmured 
against Moses, the servant of the Lord.  Moses immediately cried unto the LORD and the 
LORD showed Moses a tree which when he had cast it into the waters the waters were 
made sweet.  This is similar to the predicament that we as born again sinners were in.  
This world provides us with no spiritual water.  We see our lives as poisoned by sin.  We 
get a good look at our own depravity and come to realize our condemned state before 
God.  We are unable to do anything about our condition.  We are only delivered after the 



Lord shows us the tree of the cross which has been cast into the condemned state of our 
lives.  It is then when we see that Christ died for us to redeem us from our sins that the 
waters of our lives are made sweet.  Jesus is like that tree that was cast into the water of 
Marah and made the water sweet.   
 The word, “Marah,” meaning bitter is equivalent to the New Testament word, 
Mary.  When Jesus hang on the cross there were three women named Mary at his feet.   
 “There he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them, 26 
And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do 
that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his 
statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the 
Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee.”  The children of Israel had seen a type 
of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ in the healing of the waters of Marah.  They were 
by type on redemption ground.  Here they are given a statute and an ordinance and told to 
do what was right in the sight of God and to give ear to his commandments.  They had 
the promise that if they would do that then the Lord would not put any of the diseases 
upon them that he had plagued the Egyptians with.  Thus they were made to see that there 
are great blessings in obedience even though obedience was not what delivered them 
from Egyptian bondage.  Likewise, there are great blessings to us in obedience to the 
commandments and ordinances of God even though our obedience is not what delivered 
us from our sins. 
 
 

Exodus 15.27 
 

 Ex. 15:27 “And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and 
threescore and ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the waters.”  No doubt Elim 
would have seemed like an oasis in the desert.  It was here that they found plenty of water 
and seventy shades trees under which they could rest.  This account is part of a pattern 
found throughout the scriptures depicting the kingdom of God.  The combined numbers 
of 12 and 70 are associated in the scriptures with the Kingdom of God.  Please consider 
the following: 
  

 Twelve and Seventy – A Kingdom Born 
 

 The kingdom of Israel began based on a covenant that God had made with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  God chose Jacob and changed his name to Israel.  The man 
Jacob had twelve sons.  These twelve sons married and multiplied into a multitude.  The 
progeny of these twelve sons were divided into twelve tribes, commonly referred to as 
the twelve tribes of Israel.  The tribes were known by the names of the twelve sons of 
Jacob.   
 During the days of the great famine in Egypt, Jacob and his family came to live in 
Egypt under the protective care of Joseph: Exo 1:1 "Now these are the names of the 
children of Israel, which came into Egypt; every man and his household came with Jacob. 
2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan, and 
Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 5 And all the souls that came out of the loins of Jacob were 
seventy souls: for Joseph was in Egypt already."  From these twelve sons and seventy 



persons grew a nation within Egypt of nearly three million people who were delivered out 
of Egypt during the days of Moses.   
 In the wilderness God made a covenant with Israel and appointed over them 
twelve princes and seventy elders: 
  1.  Num. 1: 4 "And with you there shall be a man of every tribe; every one 
head of the house of his fathers. 5 And these are the names of the men that shall stand 
with you: of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the son of Shedeur. 6 Of Simeon; Shelumiel the 
son of Zurishaddai. 7 Of Judah; Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 8  Of Issachar; 
Nethaneel the son of Zuar. 9 Of Zebulun; Eliab the son of Helon. 10 Of the children of 
Joseph: of Ephraim; Elishama the son of Ammihud: of Manasseh; Gamaliel the son of 
Pedahzur. 11 Of Benjamin; Abidan the son of Gideoni. 12 Of Dan; Ahiezer the son of 
Ammishaddai. 13 Of Asher; Pagiel the son of Ocran. 14 Of Gad; Eliasaph the son of 
Deuel. 15 Of Naphtali; Ahira the son of Enan. 16  These were the renowned of the 
congregation, princes of the tribes of their fathers, heads of thousands in Israel." 
  2.  Exo 24:1 "And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the LORD, thou, 
and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar 
off." 
  3.  Exo 24:9 "Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel." 
  4.  Num 11:16 "And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy 
men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and 
officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may 
stand there with thee." 
  5.  Num 11:24 "And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the 
LORD, and gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them round 
about the tabernacle." 
  6.  Num 11:25 "And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto 
him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it 
came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease." 
 The twelve princes of the twelve tribes of Israel became the governors of Israel 
and the seventy elders became the judges of Israel.  What later became known as the 
Sanhedrin counsel had its roots in the seventy elders. 
 This pattern of the kingdom is presented to us in type at the place known as Elim:  
  1.  Exo 15:27 "And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, 
and threescore and ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the waters." 
  2.  Num 33:9 "And they removed from Marah, and came unto Elim: and in 
Elim were twelve fountains of water, and threescore and ten palm trees; and they pitched 
there."  Elim was a place of refuge and comfort for the desert weary travelers.  Here they 
refreshed themselves.  Of course, this pointed back to the kingdom that began with 
twelve sons of Jacob and seventy decendants.   
 It also pointed forward to a future kingdom of heaven that would have twelve 
apostles judging the twelve tribes of Israel and seventy elders: 
  1.  Mat 10:1 "And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he 
gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of 
sickness and all manner of disease." 



  2.  Mat 10:2 "Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, 
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John 
his brother…" 
  3.  Mat 10:5 "These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, 
Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not." 
  4.  Mat 11:1 "And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of 
commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in their 
cities." 
  5.  Mat 19:28 "And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye 
which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne 
of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 
  6.  Luke 10:1 "After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, 
and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself 
would come." 
  7.  Luke 10:17 "And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, 
even the devils are subject unto us through thy name." 
 The twelve apostles are the ones that Christ used as foundation stones to build his 
church kingdom upon: Eph. 2:20 "And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building 
fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit."  The seventy elders are 
representative of the gospel ministry today who go at the direction of the Lord through 
the Holy Spirit.   
 
 

Exodus 16.1-3 
 

 Ex. 16:1 “And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the 
children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on 
the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt. 2 And 
the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in 
the wilderness: 3 And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by 
the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we 
did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger.” 
 “And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children 
of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the 
fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt.”  Several 
principles are suggested by this verse of scripture: 
  1.  Elim is where there were 12 wells of water and 70 palm trees.  It was a 
place of rest and refreshing in the desert.  As we have previously seen the numbers 12 
and 70 in the scripture are kingdom numbers and point us to the kingdom of God.  Thus 
the children of Israel were departing from this place to journey in the wilderness of Sin. 
  2.  The wilderness or desert that the children of Israel were traveling was 
named “the wilderness of Sin.”  This is typical of us as children of God today as we 
journey in this lifetime.  We journey through a wilderness of sin.   



  3.  The wilderness of Sin stretched between Elim and Sinai.  Sinai is 
associated with the giving of the law and the establishment of the law covenant between 
God and the children of Israel.  Thus there is a separation between the two locations 
called the wilderness of Sin.  This is comparable to God’s children today who try to rest 
and refresh in the kingdom of God.  Between the law of God and the kingdom of God 
there is a wilderness of sin that we must pass through on our daily journeys. 
  4.  The children of Israel had departed out of the land of Egypt which is 
figurative of God’s deliverance of his elect family out of the bondage of the law of sin 
and death.  In a type the children of Israel were on redemption ground.  They had been 
redeemed from Egypt by the power of God and by the blood of the lamb.  Now they are 
beginning their journey to the land of Canaan.   
 “And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses 
and Aaron in the wilderness:” Rather than take their needs to the LORD they murmured 
against the servants of the LORD.  For those true gospel ministers who have faithfully 
tried to serve the Lord, they are well acquainted with the Lord’s people murmuring 
against them.  The children of Israel had forgotten the great power of God that had sent 
forth those wondrous signs in the land of Egypt and that had divided the waters of the 
Red Sea so that they could cross on dry ground and the Egyptian host who followed after 
to be drowned in the Red Sea.  They had also forgotten the pillar of a cloud and pillar of 
fire that had led them and given them light by night and protected them from the 
Egyptian army.  This reminds me of how quick we are to forget that the Lord’s mighty 
working in our lives today whenever we are faced with trouble or problems.   
 Now the needs of the children of Israel was indeed great as they had no food to 
eat and there was not resources in the desert to which somewhere close to 2 million 
people could be fed.  They doubted that the LORD could provide a table in the 
wilderness.  Doubting the power and love and concern of God is a big problem that 
plagues God’s children even to this very day. 
 “And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the 
hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did 
eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole 
assembly with hunger.”  Embellishing the past is typical of God’s people today.  People 
speak of how much better it was in years past or when we were young.  They speak of the 
good old days.  Yet, today is the day that the Lord hath made.  We should rejoice and be 
glad in it.  The God who delivered his people in the past is the same God who is able to 
deliver us in the present and in the future.   
 
 

Exodus 16.4-8 
 

 Ex. 16:4 “Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven 
for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove 
them, whether they will walk in my law, or no. 5 And it shall come to pass, that on the 
sixth day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they 
gather daily. 6 And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, At even, then ye 
shall know that the LORD hath brought you out from the land of Egypt: 7 And in the 
morning, then ye shall see the glory of the LORD; for that he heareth your murmurings 



against the LORD: and what are we, that ye murmur against us? 8 And Moses said, This 
shall be, when the LORD shall give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning 
bread to the full; for that the LORD heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against 
him: and what are we? your murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD.”   
 “Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; 
and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, 
whether they will walk in my law, or no.”  The congregation of the children of Israel was 
a great congregation with somewhere close to 2 million people.  How could the LORD 
provide food for such a mighty congregation daily for about 40 years?  It would seem to 
the human mind an impossible task.  Yet, the things that seem impossible for man are 
easy for the LORD.  The LORD promised to rain bread for the people from heaven and 
that the people were to go out and gather a certain rate every day.  The bread, which is 
later called manna, is in many ways typical of the written word of God known as the 
scriptures.  The scriptures are spiritual food to born again children of God.  We are 
supposed to gather a certain rate every day.  The Lord taught us that we are to pray that 
God would give us this day our daily bread.  This is true both naturally and spiritually.  
We stand in need of natural food each day we live and we also stand in need of spiritual 
food.  We should gather of that spiritual food called the scriptures on a daily basis.   
 The LORD said that he would use the gathering of bread by the people as a test to 
see if they would walk in his law or not.  Reading the scriptures is important for our 
spiritual welfare as we journey as the disciples of the LORD.  Keeping of what is written 
therein is also important.  If we read the scriptures and then don’t keep what they teach 
then we are not being good servants of Jesus Christ.   
 “And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shall prepare that which they 
bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.”  The test for the children of 
Israel was that they were to gather a certain rate of the bread daily and on the sixth day 
they were to gather twice as much, but they were to rest on the seventh day in honor of 
God’s work of creation.  As we shall see later, failure to follow these simple instructions 
would have severe consequences.   
 “And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, At even, then ye shall 
know that the LORD hath brought you out from the land of Egypt: And in the morning, 
then ye shall see the glory of the LORD; for that he heareth your murmurings against the 
LORD: and what are we, that ye murmur against us?”  Moses and Aaron told the people 
that when they saw in the evening what the LORD hath done for them that they would 
know that it was the LORD and not them that had brought them out of the land of Egypt.  
The people had accused Moses and Aaron as being responsible for their departure from 
Egypt and bringing them into the wilderness.  Moses and Aaron were certainly incapable 
of preparing a table in the wilderness, but the LORD is quite capable of doing so and by 
what the LORD would do in the evening the people would have the evidence that it was 
the LORD who brought them out of Egypt. 
 What the LORD would do in the morning by showering bread unto the children of 
Israel would show to them that this would glorify God.  By this the children of Israel 
would understand that their murmurings were not against Moses and Aaron but were 
against the very God who had delivered them and who would provide for them.   
 “And Moses said, This shall be, when the LORD shall give you in the evening 
flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for that the LORD heareth your 



murmurings which ye murmur against him: and what are we? your murmurings are not 
against us, but against the LORD.”   
 
 

Exodus 16.9-15 
 

 Ex. 16:9 “And Moses spake unto Aaron, Say unto all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, Come near before the LORD: for he hath heard your murmurings. 10 
And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children of 
Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the LORD 
appeared in the cloud. 11 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 12 I have heard the 
murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, 
and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD 
your God. 13 And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp: 
and in the morning the dew lay round about the host. 14 And when the dew that lay was 
gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as 
the hoar frost on the ground. 15 And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to 
another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the 
bread which the LORD hath given you to eat.”   
 The children of Israel had murmured against Moses and Aaron saying that in 
Egypt they had flesh and bread to eat to the full.  God heard their murmurings and 
responded not with anger but was gracious unto them, knowing what their needs were 
and gave them flesh, quail, and bread, manna to eat.  Moreover, they had the promise of a 
daily supply of manna.   
 “And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children 
of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the LORD 
appeared in the cloud.”  The cloud in the scripture is often associated with the glory of 
the LORD.  In John chapter 17 Jesus prayed the Father for a restoration of his glory: 5 
“And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was.”  The amazing glory of the Lord is manifest in the death, 
burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Today, the feast of bread and flesh for 
the children of God is eating spiritually of the knowledge of the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus and what he accomplished for us.  Symbolically in the communion 
service we eat of his body and drink of his blood and this reminds us of his death, burial 
and resurrection.  Likewise, in the ordinance of water baptism we have a representation 
of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus which is the glory of the LORD.   
 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, I have heard the murmurings of the 
children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning 
ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God.”  The 
children of Israel were to know that the LORD was their God by the provision that he had 
made for them in feeding them.  Likewise, today, we know that the LORD is our God by 
the provision of gospel food and of the bread of his word that satisfies our spiritual 
hungering.   
 “And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp: and 
in the morning the dew lay round about the host.  And when the dew that lay was gone 
up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the 



hoar frost on the ground.  And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to 
another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the 
bread which the LORD hath given you to eat.”  The LORD fulfilled his promise to the 
children of Israel in giving them flesh and bread to eat.  The manna as the children of 
Israel called it was described as a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the 
ground.  The geometric shape of round is associated with covenants in the scriptures.  As 
far as worship of God is concerned the Lord has given two covenants: the law covenant 
to the children of Israel and the covenant of grace to his children today.  As far as our 
judicial standing with God he has given us two covenants: the covenant of the law of sin 
and death and the covenant of redemption.  As we have before noted, the manna is typical 
of the scriptures which are divided into the Old Testament (old covenant) and the New 
Testament (New Covenant).   
 The manna was also very small and had to be gathered every day except on the 7th 
day of the week.  To gather something that small to feed a family would require a lot of 
effort.  Likewise, the study of God’s word to feed our spiritual needs and that of our 
families requires a lot of effort.  We gather it a little at a time: Is. 28:10 “For precept must 
be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and 
there a little:” Just a casual reading of God’s word and then ignoring it after that will 
neither feed our souls the spiritual food we need nor will it be beneficial to our families.   
 
 

Exodus 16.16-21 
 

 Ex. 16:16 “This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, Gather of it every 
man according to his eating, an omer for every man, according to the number of your 
persons; take ye every man for them which are in his tents. 17 And the children of Israel 
did so, and gathered, some more, some less. 18 And when they did mete it with an omer, 
he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they 
gathered every man according to his eating. 19 And Moses said, Let no man leave of it 
till the morning. 20 Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them 
left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with 
them. 21 And they gathered it every morning, every man according to his eating: and 
when the sun waxed hot, it melted.”   
 “This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, Gather of it every man 
according to his eating, an omer for every man, according to the number of your persons; 
take ye every man for them which are in his tents.”  The responsibility for gathering fell 
upon the man of the house, i.e., the husband and father.  They were to provide for their 
family.  This is true both naturally and spiritually.  The husband and father is to be the 
leader of the home and is to be the chief provider.  Fathers are to bring their children up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  To do this, the fathers should set an example 
for the children in reading and studying the scriptures and to teach their children 
concerning the things that they have learned.  At the same time the men were gathering 
for their families they were also providing food for themselves. 
 “And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some more, some less.  And 
when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that 
gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating.”  The men 



gathered for themselves and their families according to their eating.  There was sufficient 
for both those whose need was greatest and those whose need was less.  It was sufficient 
but there was no excess or lack.  The word of God is like that.  When we gather it there is 
neither excess nor lack.  It is sufficient for our needs and for the needs of our families.  
 “And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning.  Notwithstanding they 
hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred 
worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with them.”  The children of Israel were to eat 
what they gathered each day.  They were not to leave and store it up for the next day.  
The word of God is like that also.  We are to apply what we study each day.  We should 
not think that because I studied a lot yesterday that I will not have to study for a few days.  
The Lord taught us to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread…”  We need both natural 
and spiritual food each day that we live.  Would we eat a large meal on Monday and 
expect that we would not have to eat again until the next Monday?  Likewise, we need a 
spiritual meal each day and we should be gathering each day and not thinking we can 
gather more than we need today and save it up for days and weeks to come.   
 Moses was wrought with the children of Israel who did not eat all that they 
gathered.  The reason he was wrought was because they were not following the 
instructions given unto them by the LORD.  This teaches us that God is not pleased when 
we fail to follow his instructions.   
 “And they gathered it every morning, every man according to his eating: and 
when the sun waxed hot, it melted.”  The LORD provided for their daily needs and they 
were to look for his provision each day.  What they did not gather was not going to stick 
around as it melted.  The next day they would have to go out once again and gather and 
be dependent upon the LORD to once again provide for their daily needs.  Likewise, 
spiritually we are to be dependent upon the Lord to provide for our daily needs.  It is 
good to develop an attitude of daily dependence upon the Lord.   
 
 

Exodus 16.22-30 
 

 Ex. 16:22 “And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered twice as much 
bread, two omers for one man: and all the rulers of the congregation came and told 
Moses. 23 And he said unto them, This is that which the LORD hath said, To morrow is 
the rest of the holy sabbath unto the LORD: bake that which ye will bake to day, and 
seethe that ye will seethe; and that which remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until 
the morning. 24 And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade: and it did not stink, 
neither was there any worm therein. 25 And Moses said, Eat that to day; for to day is a 
sabbath unto the LORD: to day ye shall not find it in the field. 26 Six days ye shall gather 
it; but on the seventh day, which is the sabbath, in it there shall be none. 27 And it came 
to pass, that there went out some of the people on the seventh day for to gather, and they 
found none. 28 And the LORD said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my 
commandments and my laws? 29 See, for that the LORD hath given you the sabbath, 
therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days; abide ye every man in his 
place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day. 30 So the people rested on the 
seventh day.”   



 In this passage we are introduced to the ordinance of the Sabbath.  The Sabbath 
was designed to give praise, honor, and glory to God for his work of creation.  The Lord 
created all things in six days and rested on the seventh day.  This seventh day became 
known as the Sabbath.  The word, Sabbath, has a duel meaning.  It means to rest and it 
also carries the connotation of completion.  God rested from a completed work.  The 
children of Israel were to honor God by resting on the seventh day from their labors.  
Today, we as children of God are to rest from Christ’s completed work of saving his 
people from their sins.  We are to cease from our labors of trying to get right with God 
and give all the praise and honor and glory to Jesus who has made us right with God.   
 The children of Israel had need for food on seven days including the Sabbath.  
God made provision for them by giving them twice as much supply of manna on the sixth 
day and for this special provision they could save up the extra days supply until the 
seventh day.  The Lord told them that there would not be any manna in the fields on the 
seventh day.  When some of the men doubted and disobeyed the LORD was not pleased.  
Likewise, the Lord is not pleased with us when we doubt him and disobey his 
commandments. 
 “So the people rested on the seventh day.”  There will be more discussion and 
expansion on the seventh day and the requirement of the children of Israel to rest on the 
Sabbath further on in the scriptures.   
 
 

Exodus 16.31-36 
 

 Ex. 16:31 “And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna: and it was like 
coriander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 32 And Moses 
said, This is the thing which the LORD commandeth, Fill an omer of it to be kept for 
your generations; that they may see the bread wherewith I have fed you in the wilderness, 
when I brought you forth from the land of Egypt. 33 And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a 
pot, and put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the LORD, to be kept for 
your generations. 34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the 
Testimony, to be kept. 35 And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they 
came to a land inhabited; they did eat manna, until they came unto the borders of the land 
of Canaan. 36 Now an omer is the tenth part of an ephah.”   
 “And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna:” The children of Israel 
gave the name of the bread that God provided.  Thus, Manna literally means bread from 
heaven.  John 6:32 “Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses 
gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from 
heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
unto the world.”  Jesus is the true bread from heaven that the Father has given unto us.  
He is the one who gives life unto the elect world.  The scriptures are a continual 
testimony of Jesus: John 5:39 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life: and they are they which testify of me.”  Bread is a provision for the living.  A dead 
person needs no bread and cannot eat bread.  Jesus has given us life and we who have this 
spiritual life eat of Jesus when we search the scriptures for that testimony of him.   
 “And it was like coriander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made 
with honey.”  White is the bible color representing righteousness.  Jesus is the righteous 



one and we are made righteous by Jesus imputed righteousness unto us.  When we search 
the scriptures and find a testimony of Jesus we find the scriptures to be a sweet taste unto 
us like unto honey.   
 “And Moses said, This is the thing which the LORD commandeth, Fill an omer of 
it to be kept for your generations; that they may see the bread wherewith I have fed you 
in the wilderness, when I brought you forth from the land of Egypt.  As the LORD 
commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be kept.”  By saving a 
bowl of manna for a memorial to be kept up it was to be a reminder and witness to future 
generations of what the LORD did for the children of Israel when they came out of 
Egypt.   
 “And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they came to a land 
inhabited; they did eat manna, until they came unto the borders of the land of Canaan.”  
To feed a multitude of about 2 million people in the wilderness for a single day is a 
miracle by itself.  To feed that multitude daily for forty years makes us realize just how 
great God is.   
 “Now an omer is the tenth part of an ephah.”  The ephah is somewhat equivalent 
to a bushel.  It is a unit of dry measure.  The omer is a tenth part of an ephah and an 
ephah is a tenth part of a homer.  It seems to me the significance here is the “tenth part.”  
Ten is the bible number associated with law or commandment.  Thus, by describing the 
omer as a tenth part, it is tying the manna to the law or commandment of God.  
Righteousness is a term associated with the law of God.  Perfect obedience to the law 
declared one to be righteous.  Jesus Christ is the righteous one and the only one who kept 
the law perfectly.  Through his atoning sacrifice and being made to be sin for us, he 
imputed his righteousness unto his elect family.   
 
 

Exodus 17.1-3 
 
 Ex. 17:1 “And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the 
wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and 
pitched in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Wherefore the 
people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said 
unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD? 3 And the people 
thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is 
this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle 
with thirst?” 
 As children of God it seems our faith is put to the test every day.  Before the 
children of Israel murmured because they had no food to eat in the wilderness.  Now they 
murmur because they have no water to drink.  The same God who provided them 
deliverance across the Red Sea and had done so many miracles before them in the land of 
Egypt and had provided for them daily bread in the wilderness is quite capable of 
meeting their needs for water.  Like the children of Israel we get so caught up in our 
current needs and circumstances that we quickly forget what the Lord has already done 
for us and the great care and concern he has already shown us.  Once again the 
murmuring of the children of Israel is directed toward the Lord’s servant, Moses.  
However, it was truly against the LORD that they were murmuring.  Now the task to 



provide water was no easy task.  With about 2 million people and the multitudes of cattle 
and sheep that they possessed, millions of gallons of water would be needed to supply 
their daily needs for water.  Moreover, this was a barren desert land.  To cross a burning 
desert with this many people and cattle would seem like an impossible task.  Moreover, 
they did not have tankers to bring water to them and they did not have a visible source of 
water from which to tap.  Yet the Lord’s arm is not shortened that he cannot save or 
deliver.   
 Truly it was foolish of them to tell Moses to give them water that they may drink.  
Moses was a man like them and had no ability to bring them water.  We must look 
beyond the servant of the Lord for our needs.  He is not capable of supply all of our 
needs.  We need to look to the Lord who is capable of supplying our needs. 
 
 

Exodus 17.4-7 
 
 Ex. 17:4 “And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this 
people? they be almost ready to stone me. 5 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on 
before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou 
smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon 
the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that 
the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he 
called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children 
of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not?” 
 “And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this people? They 
be almost ready to stone me.”  The servant of the LORD is subject to the same type of 
doubts as the congregation of the Lord’s people whom he serves.  Moses crying out as he 
did showed that he also had doubts of the Lord’s deliverance and he also was afraid of his 
circumstances.  Truly Moses could not deliver himself from the murmurings and anger of 
the people and like they congregation of the children of Israel feared for their own lives 
because of a lack of water, so Moses feared from his own life because of the mortal fear 
of the people.   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of 
the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and 
go.”  The gracious compassion of the LORD is manifest here as he acts not in anger 
towards the unbelief and irrational fears of the people and his servant, but grants them the 
things that they did not even ask for.  How many times in the lives of God’s people do we 
see the Lord moving with gracious compassion towards them and granting them 
according to their great needs even when they are murmuring against him and failing to 
ask him for their needs.   
 In granting the people that which they were in dire need, he told his servant to go 
before the people and take with him of the elders of Israel and with his rod in his hand 
that he had smote the river.  Moses smiting the river did not part the waters of the Red 
Sea, but the Lord parted the Red Sea.  Yet, the rod was a symbol of God’s authority and 
Moses was being directed to go in the authority of the LORD and to take the elders of 
Israel to be witnesses of what was to transpire.   



 “Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt 
smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink.”  Moses 
was to smite the rock and God would cause water to come out of it that the people may 
drink.  In the New Testament we are told that the rock was a symbol of Christ: 1 Cor. 
10:4 “And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that 
followed them: and that Rock was Christ.”  Figuratively the smiting of the Rock 
represented the sufferings of Christ upon the cross and our blessing to be able to drink 
spiritually upon the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Christ was smitten 
and as a consequence we have spiritual waters to satisfy our thirsting souls.   
 “And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of 
the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and 
because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not?”  Thus, the 
names “Massah” means chiding and the name “Meribah” means tempting.  The children 
of Israel had chided Moses and had tempted the Lord by saying “Is the LORD among us, 
or not?”  When we doubt the Lord and chide with his servants and question whether the 
LORD is among us or not, then we are on the same ground as the children of Israel, we 
are on Massah and Meribah.   
 
 

Exodus 17.8-16 
 
 Ex. 17:8 “Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses 
said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will 
stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. 10 So Joshua did as Moses 
had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top 
of the hill. 11 And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: 
and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses' hands were heavy; and 
they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up 
his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were 
steady until the going down of the sun. 13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his 
people with the edge of the sword. 14 And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a 
memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the 
remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. 15 And Moses built an altar, and called the 
name of it Jehovahnissi: 16 For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD 
will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.” 
 “Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim.”  Amalek was a 
descendant of Esau.  He and his descendents were continual enemies to the children of 
Israel.  Their intentions were to destroy Israel.  A few hundreds years after this incident 
they will still be fighting against Israel. 
 “And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: 
to morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand.”  Joshua 
was the captain of the host and would later become the leader of Israel as they went forth 
to occupy the land of Canaan.  The name Joshua is a contraction of Jeho-Oshua and 
means Jehovah saves.  The New Testament rendering of the name Joshua is Jesus.  
Joshua was appointed by Moses to go choose out men and go fight with Amalek.  This is 
similar to our Captain Jesus Christ choosing out disciples to go and fight as an army 



against the enemies of the Lord’s people.  Joshua as captain of the Lord’s host led the 
army he chose out into battle and gave them their instructions.  Likewise, Jesus leads his 
army of disciples into battle and gives us our instructions as to how we are to be good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ and to fight the good fight of faith, mortifying the deeds of the 
flesh and fight against principalities, against powers, and against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, by putting on the whole armor of God.   
 While Joshua and the chosen men go to fight against Amalek, Moses is to stand 
upon the top of the hill with the rod of God in his hand.  Again, the rod of God is 
symbolic of the authority of God.  The hill he was to stand upon is typical of the holy hill 
of Zion or the Lord’s church kingdom. 
 “So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, 
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.”  Aaron would become the high priest and 
his descendents would become priests and his sons after him would ascend to the high 
priesthood.  While a lot of detail is not given us of Hur we do know that he was a 
descendant of Judah of the kingly line of Judah.  In contrast to this, the Lord’s disciples 
are called to be kings and priests unto God offering spiritual sacrifices.  Like Aaron and 
Hur who went up to the top of the hill with Moses, the disciples of God are likewise 
helpers together with the gospel ministry of our day.   
 “And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and 
when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.”  How often has it been the experience of 
a child of God that when he lifts up his hands in prayer unto God that he prevails against 
his enemies, but when he grows weary and fails to lift up his hands in prayer that the 
enemy prevails against him.   
 “But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and 
he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the 
other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.”  
There are times that we grow weary in our prayer life and fail to maintain vigilant in 
prayer.  This is when we need friends who will stay up our hands and assist us to stay 
vigilant to pray for God’s deliverance in our lives and in the lives of our fellow workers 
in the kingdom of God.  As a result of the conjoint efforts of Moses, Aaron, and Hur, 
Moses hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 
 “And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.”  
While Joshua and the chosen army fought and won the battle, the above lesson also tells 
us that an important part of the warfare is accomplished by the prayers of the Lord’s 
people.   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and 
rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek 
from under heaven.”  The above lesson was important for Joshua who would lead the 
children of Israel in their battles against the inhabitants of the land of Canaan.  It taught 
him to pray unto God and to trust in the Lord’s direction and deliverances.  In the end the 
remembrance of Amalek would be put out from under heaven.  It also teaches us that our 
prayer life is very important in our everyday battles against our enemies and that 
ultimately the enemies will all be destroyed.  It teaches us to depend upon the leadership, 
direction, and delivering power of the Lord.   
 “And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi: 16 For he said, 
Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek from 



generation to generation.”  The name Jehovahnissi means Jehovah is my banner.  We 
fight our battles under the banner of Jehovah.  The name Jehovah literally means a 
covenant making, covenant keeping God.  The purpose of an altar is to praise and 
worship God.  Moses in building an altar was doing so to praise God for his deliverances 
and worship him because he is God.   
 While the children of God have war with their enemies from generation to 
generation, we can rest in the assurance that we are not fighting alone, but that God is 
also helping us in our fight against our enemies. 
 
 

Exodus 18.1-12 
 
 Ex. 18:1 “When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father in law, heard of all that 
God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that the LORD had brought Israel 
out of Egypt; 2 Then Jethro, Moses' father in law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he 
had sent her back, 3 And her two sons; of which the name of the one was Gershom; for 
he said, I have been an alien in a strange land: 4 And the name of the other was Eliezer; 
for the God of my father, said he, was mine help, and delivered me from the sword of 
Pharaoh: 
 5 And Jethro, Moses' father in law, came with his sons and his wife unto Moses 
into the wilderness, where he encamped at the mount of God: 6 And he said unto Moses, 
I thy father in law Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and her two sons with her. 7 
And Moses went out to meet his father in law, and did obeisance, and kissed him; and 
they asked each other of their welfare; and they came into the tent. 8 And Moses told his 
father in law all that the LORD had done unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel's 
sake, and all the travail that had come upon them by the way, and how the LORD 
delivered them. 9 And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the LORD had done to 
Israel, whom he had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. 10  And Jethro said, 
Blessed be the LORD, who hath delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out 
of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people from under the hand of the 
Egyptians. 11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods: for in the thing 
wherein they dealt proudly he was above them. 12 And Jethro, Moses' father in law, took 
a burnt offering and sacrifices for God: and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to 
eat bread with Moses' father in law before God.” 
 “When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father in law, heard of all that God 
had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that the LORD had brought Israel out 
of Egypt;”  This verse shows the abundant evidence of what is recorded for us in Rom. 
9:17: “For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee 
up, that I might show my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout 
all the earth.”  Jethro had heard of all the great things that God had done for Moses, and 
for Israel his people, and that the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt.  This 
knowledge, no doubt, spread far and wide and the name of the God of Israel was declared 
in all the earth.   
 “Then Jethro, Moses' father in law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had sent 
her back,” We are not told why Moses had sent his wife and two sons back to the house 
of Jethro while he and the children of Israel were making their exit from Egypt.  I expect 



it was for their safety that he sent them back, but that is only speculation.  We do know 
that Jethro was diligent in bringing them to Moses after he had heard of all the goodness 
of the God of Israel who had manifest his power over Pharaoh and his hosts and had 
parted the waters of the Red Sea that the children of Israel might pass over and the 
Egyptian army and Pharaoh might be destroyed. 
 “And her two sons; of which the name of the one was Gershom; for he said, I 
have been an alien in a strange land: And the name of the other was Eliezer; for the God 
of my father, said he, was mine help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh:”  As 
was the custom in Old Testament days children were often named based on 
circumstances in the lives of either their father or mother.  Thus we see that Gershom’s 
name means Refugee and Eliezer’s name means God is my help.  Moreover, the names of 
these two sons reflect circumstances in the lives of all of God’s children.  We are all 
aliens in a strange land and we all have God as our help in this time world in which we 
live.   
 “And Jethro, Moses' father in law, came with his sons and his wife unto Moses 
into the wilderness, where he encamped at the mount of God: And he said unto Moses, I 
thy father in law Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and her two sons with her.”  
The reuniting of Moses with his wife and their two sons was no doubt a cause of great joy 
for them.  Moreover, Jethro had been exceeding kind to Moses when he had fled from the 
wrath of Pharaoh who sought to kill him.  We can just imagine the emotion that was 
present with this reunion. 
 “And Moses went out to meet his father in law, and did obeisance, and kissed 
him; and they asked each other of their welfare; and they came into the tent.”  While 
Moses was the leader of the entire nation of Israel and under the authority of God gave 
many commandments and instructions to Israel, yet we see that he maintained a proper 
servants attitude in all his affairs.  He, and rightfully so, did obeisance unto his father in 
law.  After all his father in law was father to his wife and grandfather to his children.  
This kind of respect and honor should be maintained in this modern era as well.   
 “And Moses told his father in law all that the LORD had done unto Pharaoh and 
to the Egyptians for Israel's sake, and all the travail that had come upon them by the way, 
and how the LORD delivered them.”  Notice that Moses gave all the credit for the great 
works of the LORD unto the LORD.  He did not try to claim any credit for the wonderful 
and mighty works that were done.  As servants of the Lord we should be careful to 
maintain the same attitude as Moses maintained.  We should not try to claim any credit 
for the wonderful and mighty works of the Lord that we have either experienced or that 
we have been witness to or heard of.   
 “And Jethro said, Blessed be the LORD, who hath delivered you out of the hand 
of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people from 
under the hand of the Egyptians.  Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods: for 
in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above them.”  When Moses declared the 
mighty works and wonders that God had performed in Egypt and had delivered the 
children of Israel, then Jethro, likewise, proclaimed the greatness of the LORD and how 
that he was greater than all the proud powers of Egypt and Pharaoh.   
 “And Jethro, Moses' father in law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God: 
and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses' father in law before 
God.”  After hearing of all the great things that God had done, then Jethro sought to 



worship the God of Israel by offering burnt offerings and sacrifices.  Then the elders of 
Israel came to eat bread with Moses father in law.  Eating bread with someone in the 
scriptures is a sign of fellowship with the individual you are eating bread with.   
 
 

Exodus 18.13-16 
 

 Ex. 18:13 “And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: 
and the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. 14 And when Moses' 
father in law saw all that he did to the people, he said, What is this thing that thou doest 
to the people? why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from 
morning unto even? 15 And Moses said unto his father in law, Because the people come 
unto me to inquire of God: 16 When they have a matter, they come unto me; and I judge 
between one and another, and I do make them know the statutes of God, and his laws.” 
 “And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: and the 
people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening.”  The question of everyday 
judgment of the people is presented to us here.  The people would have been 
approximately 2 million in number.  Moses sat to judge the people.  One judge for two 
million people would seem to be an almost impossible task both for the judge and for the 
people who would have had to wait in line for perhaps weeks  or months to have their 
matter heard.   
 “And when Moses' father in law saw all that he did to the people, he said, What is 
this thing that thou doest to the people? why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the people 
stand by thee from morning unto even?”  Moses’ father in law certainly saw the dilemma 
that both Moses and the children of Israel were faced with.  
 “And Moses said unto his father in law, Because the people come unto me to 
inquire of God: When they have a matter, they come unto me; and I judge between one 
and another, and I do make them know the statutes of God, and his laws.”  The statutes 
and judgments of God and his laws had been revealed from God to Moses.  In his efforts 
Moses was trying to apply the judgment of God to the problems and situations of the 
people who were in need of judgment and counsel.  Thus, Moses as one man, was trying 
to apply the statutes, judgments, and laws of God to the problems of each individual who 
came to him and to teach each individual the statutes, judgments, and laws of God.  
Again, we point out that this was tantamount to one man trying to judge 2 million or so 
people each on an individual basis.   
 
 

Exodus 18.17-23 
 

 Ex. 18:17 “And Moses' father in law said unto him, The thing that thou doest is 
not good. 18 Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this people that is with thee: for 
this thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyself alone. 19 Hearken 
now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and God shall be with thee: Be thou for the 
people to God-ward, that thou mayest bring the causes unto God: 20 And thou shalt teach 
them ordinances and laws, and shalt show them the way wherein they must walk, and the 
work that they must do. 21 Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, 



such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be 
rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens: 22 And let 
them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that every great matter they shall 
bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, 
and they shall bear the burden with thee. 23 If thou shalt do this thing, and God command 
thee so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people shall also go to their place in 
peace.” 
 “And Moses' father in law said unto him, The thing that thou doest is not good.”  
It is a common reaction that if someone tells us that what we are doing is not good, that 
we try to defend ourselves and try to make the case that the person telling us that does not 
know what he is talking about.  This is because of our pride.  Moses did not react in pride 
when his father in law told him that the thing that he was doing was not good.  Rather, he 
took the position of the writer: Prov. 27:6 “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the 
kisses of an enemy are deceitful.”  Moses, no doubt, had a very high regard for his father 
in law and for his thoughts on the matter.  Jethro had been very kind unto Moses when he 
fled from the presence of Pharaoh.  Jethro had taken him in and had given Moses his 
oldest daughter to wife.  By all indications they had been close for those forty years that 
Moses kept his father in laws sheep in the wilderness.  No doubt Jethro’s words were 
received by Moses with high regard. 
 “Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this people that is with thee: for this 
thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyself alone.”  I would 
strongly suspect that Moses was by experience realizing that what his father in law told 
him was true.  To hear the causes of great lines of people from morning to evening would 
have to be tiring for Moses.  Then to realize that there are far greater numbers of people 
coming each day for judgment than what you could get around to in a days time had to be 
a weariness of mind to Moses.  Moreover, the people coming to Moses must have been 
getting frustrated as they perhaps had to stand in line for days to get their case reviewed 
and judgment given.   
 “Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and God shall be with 
thee: Be thou for the people to God-ward, that thou mayest bring the causes unto God:”  
Jethro’s counsel begins by advising Moses to be for the people to God-ward to bring the 
people’s causes unto God.  Interceding on behalf of others and then seeking God’s 
counsel is wonderful advice for us today.  Shouldn’t we bring the problems and burdens 
of our friends and family and church members to God and to seek his counsel to provide 
the solution to those problems and burdens. 
 “And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt show them the way 
wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do.”  The giver of the laws and 
ordinances, and the instructions of how we are to walk and what work we must do comes 
from God.  Jethro is telling Moses to take what the LORD gave him and teach it to the 
people.  On a much smaller scale the gospel ministers of today are to do this also to the 
people they serve.  As the people of God, we need to know his laws and ordinances, we 
need to know how we are to live our lives in obedience to God to his name’s honor and 
glory, and we need to how what our work is and how we are to do that work. 
 “Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, 
men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, 
and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens:” Paul told Timothy in 2 Tim. 



2:2 “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit 
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”  Moses was not alone in the 
judgment of the people.  However, he had a responsibility to choose men of high moral 
credentials as detailed above and set them in order to the work at hand.  While we do not 
call men to the work of the gospel ministry, that is God’s work: we, as a church, are to 
determine their qualifications based on a very specific set of instructions set forth for 
those who are to be ordained.  Moreover they are not to be novices but are to prove 
themselves as able men, able to preach and teach the word of God.  
 “And let them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that every great 
matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall judge: so shall it be 
easier for thyself, and they shall bear the burden with thee.”  This system of judicial 
review sounds very familiar to the system of judicial review that the framers of our 
constitution set forth in the constitution.  As a result of that which Jethro outlined, the 
burden would be shared by many and the efficiency of judgment would be greatly 
increased to the benefit of and timeliness for the people.   
 “If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt be able to 
endure, and all this people shall also go to their place in peace.”  Jethro’s counsel was not 
to be heeded because he said it, but only heeded if God commanded it.  By all 
indications, God commanded it as this because the pattern for the judgment of Israel.  
This relieved the burden of Moses and it relieved the burden of the people so that they 
could go their place in peace.   
 
 

Exodus 18.24-27 
 

 Ex. 18:24 “So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did all that 
he had said. 25 And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over 
the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 26 
And they judged the people at all seasons: the hard causes they brought unto Moses, but 
every small matter they judged themselves. 27 And Moses let his father in law depart; 
and he went his way into his own land.” 
 “So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did all that he had 
said.”  By doing all that his father in law had said he had to have sought confirmation 
from God about this for his father in law had told him to do so. 
   “And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the 
people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.”  
Considering the children of Israel numbered about 2 million people, Moses had to make 
selection of a very large number of men.  The process for selection is not spelled out for 
us, so we are left to speculate about how he may have gone about selecting the men and 
how he determined that they met the required qualifications.  Since they are described as 
able men, the Lord’s involvement would be strongly suggested by this statement.   
 “And they judged the people at all seasons: the hard causes they brought unto 
Moses, but every small matter they judged themselves.”  Today, we do not bring our hard 
causes unto Moses.  We should bring both hard and small causes to God in prayer.  We 
should be looking to find our answers in the scriptures as they are a thorough furnisher 



unto all good works.  We need the direction of the Holy Spirit to guide us in our search 
for answers.   
 “And Moses let his father in law depart; and he went his way into his own land.”  
When we have a close relationship and fellowship with someone, it is usually hard to see 
them leave, however, it would be selfish on our part to hinder them from going back to 
their own home as they have needs and responsibilities there.   
 
 

Exodus 19.1-8 
 
 Ex. 19:1  “In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of 
the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 For they were 
departed from Rephidim, and were come to the desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the 
wilderness; and there Israel camped before the mount. 3 And Moses went up unto God, 
and the LORD called unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the 
house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; 4 Ye have seen what I did unto the 
Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself. 5 Now 
therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a 
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 6 And ye shall be 
unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt 
speak unto the children of Israel. 7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the 
people, and laid before their faces all these words which the LORD commanded him. 8 
And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will 
do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD.” 
 “In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of 
Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 For they were departed 
from Rephidim, and were come to the desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the wilderness; 
and there Israel camped before the mount.”  Sinai is a very significant place for the 
children of Israel.  Here at Sinai, the LORD would give to the children of Israel the law 
and the ordinances and commandments for them to keep.  However, there was even more 
significance to Sinai as we will see.   
 “And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the 
mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of 
Israel; 4 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' 
wings, and brought you unto myself.”  The LORD instructed Moses here to remind the 
children of Israel to consider the mighty works that they saw in the land of Egypt and 
how that the LORD had delivered them out of Egyptian bondage and destroyed their 
enemies at the Red Sea and how he had bare them on eagles’ wings, and brought them 
unto himself.  It is good for us to remind ourselves from time to time about the mighty 
works of God in our lives and how he has delivered us from our enemies when he died on 
the cross and was buried and arose again the third day.   
 “Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 6 And ye 
shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which 
thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.”  Here the LORD proposes a conditional 
covenant to the people with great promises.  The covenant was conditioned upon the 



obedience of the children of Israel to the voice of the LORD and to their keeping his 
covenant.  The promises were that if they obeyed and kept his covenant then they would 
be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  There had never been the like before on the 
face of the earth that a nation had been singled out of the LORD and promised that they 
would be a peculiar treasure to the LORD above all people and that they would be a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.   
 “And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their 
faces all these words which the LORD commanded him. 8 And all the people answered 
together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the 
words of the people unto the LORD.”  Here Moses speaks the words of the LORD to the 
elders of the people who in turn relay these words to the people.  The response was that 
all the people answered together, saying, All that the LORD hath spoken we will do.  In 
answering in this manner the children of Israel confirmed this covenant agreement with 
the LORD.  Thus, they bound themselves to the covenant God had set forth to them.  The 
covenant was ratified.  This was the Old Covenant that God made with the children of 
Israel.  The details would come later at Mount Sinai.   
 
 

Exodus 19.9-13 
 

 Ex. 19:9 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, 
that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. And Moses 
told the words of the people unto the LORD. 10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go 
unto the people, and sanctify them to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes, 
11 And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the 
sight of all the people upon mount Sinai. 12 And thou shalt set bounds unto the people 
round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch 
the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death: 13 There 
shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be 
beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the 
mount.”   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the 
people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever.”  Throughout the 
scriptures we are taught that the glory of the LORD was in the cloud.  When the LORD 
delivered the children of Israel out of Egypt we read where the LORD appeared unto 
them in a cloud by day to lead them the way and a pillar of fire by night to give them 
light.  Moreover, throughout their wilderness journeys, the children of Israel would 
follow a cloud.  The children of Israel did not see the LORD with their eyes, but he made 
his glory known unto them.  Upon Mount Sinai, the LORD promised here that he would 
come unto them in a thick cloud and that they would hear his voice when he spoke with 
Moses so that they would believe Moses for ever.  Before this, when the LORD spoke 
with Moses, no one else was around to hear it.  They saw the miracles and wonders, but 
did not have first hand knowledge that the LORD really spoke with Moses.  Now they 
will have heard the LORD with their ears that he spoke to Moses and that what Moses 
told them was of the LORD.   



 “And Moses told the words of the people unto the LORD.”  The people had 
confirmed their agreement to keep the covenant of the LORD and to obey him in all that 
he taught them.  While, because of the omniscience of the LORD he knew already what 
they had spoken, it was needful that Moses, who was serving as the intercessor between 
the LORD and the people, tell the words of the people unto the LORD.   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them to day 
and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes, And be ready against the third day: for 
the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.”  
To come into the holy presence of the LORD, the people needed to be clean and to set 
themselves apart to hear and serve the LORD.  Sanctification has multiple facets even to 
us today.  First, the Lord sets us apart in covenant election as he had set apart the children 
of Israel in his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Next, the Lord sets us apart in 
the new or spiritual birth.  Moreover, we are to set ourselves apart both in our dedication 
to serve the Lord and to live separate or holy lives.  Now the people had the promise of 
God that he would come down in the sight of all the people upon Mount Sinai.  This was 
not to see the face of the Lord for no man can see his face and live.  Rather it was to see 
the glory of the LORD as he would manifest himself upon Mount Sinai.   
 “And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to 
yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever 
toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death: There shall not an hand touch it, but he 
shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when 
the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount.”  The curse of death was 
upon Mount Sinai.  It was to either man or beast that if he should touch it he should die.  
This is in keeping with what we read in Galatians 3:10, “For as many as are of the works 
of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in 
all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.”  The law was given at 
Mount Sinai and the LORD also will pronounce a curse upon the people if they broke the 
law.  Death is the penalty for sin.  This includes death of the body, death in trespasses and 
sins, and eternal death.   
 
 

Exodus 19.14-15 
 

 Ex. 19:14 “And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified 
the people; and they washed their clothes. 15 And he said unto the people, Be ready 
against the third day: come not at your wives.” 
 In obedience to the command of the LORD, Moses relayed the words of the 
LORD and sanctified the people.  The people washed their clothes as they were to be 
clean and wear clean clothes in approaching to the holy presence of the LORD.  
Moreover, Moses told the people to abstain from sexual relations as they approached to 
the LORD.  While there is a time and a place for sexual pleasures between a married 
couple, the setting ourselves apart to come into the holy presence of the LORD means 
exactly that and we should prepare ourselves to hear his words, both in mind and body.   
 
 
 



Exodus 19.16-19 
 

 Ex. 19:16 “And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were 
thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet 
exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. 17 And Moses 
brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether 
part of the mount. 18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD 
descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and 
the whole mount quaked greatly. 19 And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, 
and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice.”   
 Sometimes there are scriptures that lay the groundwork for other scriptures.  We 
often find patterns in the scripture that hold throughout the bible.  The use of thunders 
and lightnings is often associated with the severe judgments of God.  The smoke of a 
furnace and fire are also associated with the wrathful judgments of God.  The arising of 
smoke is associated with the judgments of God.  When the people heard the sound of the 
thunders and lighnings and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud, then all the people in 
the camp trembled.  It was a fearful and dreadful sight and circumstance.  The 
commandments of God and our relationship to the commandments of God as violators of 
those commandments should make us all fear and quake as we realize the wrathfulness of 
God in eternal judgment.  
 “And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, 
Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice.”  Here we find the LORD fulfilling his 
promise that the people would hear the LORD speak unto Moses and believe him forever.   
 
 

Exodus 19.20-25 
 

 Ex. 19:20 “And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the 
mount: and the LORD called Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up. 21 
And the LORD said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they break through 
unto the LORD to gaze, and many of them perish. 22 And let the priests also, which 
come near to the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the LORD break forth upon them. 23 
And Moses said unto the LORD, The people cannot come up to mount Sinai: for thou 
chargedst us, saying, Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it. 24 And the LORD said 
unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee: but 
let not the priests and the people break through to come up unto the LORD, lest he break 
forth upon them. 25 So Moses went down unto the people, and spake unto them.”   
 “And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and the 
LORD called Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up.”  The LORD 
descended to come to talk to Moses, while Moses ascended to talk with the LORD.  The 
same principle applies to us today.  The LORD descends with mercy and love and grace 
to communicate with his children today.  We have to go up to communicate with the 
LORD.  Our prayers ascend unto God.  He sends his answers down to us and his felt 
presence in our lives comes down to us.  We serve a great and mighty God, who is much 
higher than we are: Is. 55:9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 



 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they break 
through unto the LORD to gaze, and many of them perish.”  Now Moses had already 
charged the people, however, the LORD knows better what the mind of the people is and 
he knows the way of people is to be inquisitive, though they have been warned.  Thus, the 
LORD told Moses to go back down and charge the people again.  This is very typical of 
us today as God’s children, that we have to be continually charged to do what is right and 
not to do what is wrong. 
 “And let the priests also, which come near to the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest 
the LORD break forth upon them.”  Now the people had sanctified themselves according 
to the command of the LORD, however, the priests had an additional sanctification which 
apparently they had not done.  The LORD promised to break forth upon them if they did 
not do the additional sanctification.  This is similar situation to us as disciples or servants 
of the LORD.  We may sanctify ourselves to live Godly, but have we set ourselves apart 
to serve and worship the LORD in the way he has commanded? 
 “And Moses said unto the LORD, The people cannot come up to mount Sinai: for 
thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it.”  Now this is what 
Moses wanted to believe that the people would not break forth and they had made efforts 
to try to prevent their breaking forth.  However, legislators make laws, and police try to 
enforce those laws, yet people still violate those laws.  Often, God’s people are like that 
too. 
 “And the LORD said unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou shalt come up, 
thou, and Aaron with thee: but let not the priests and the people break through to come up 
unto the LORD, lest he break forth upon them.”  Thus, the LORD sent Moses down to 
once again warn the people and the priests not to break through to come up unto the 
LORD.  Moreover, he restricted on this occasion that only Moses and Aaron could come 
up unto the LORD. 
 “So Moses went down unto the people, and spake unto them.”  For most of Moses 
service unto the LORD after the LORD appeared to him in the wilderness, he was 
obedient to the commands of the LORD.   
 
 

Exodus 20.1-17 
 

 Ex. 20:1 “And God spake all these words, saying, 2 I am the LORD thy God, 
which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 3 Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me. 4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth: 5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve 
them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 6 And showing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 7 Thou shalt 
not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain.  
 8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do 
all thy work: 10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt 
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 



maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 11 For in six days the 
LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 
 12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land 
which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 13 Thou shalt not kill. 14 Thou shalt not commit 
adultery. 15 Thou shalt not steal. 16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour. 17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any 
thing that is thy neighbour's.” 
 This section of the book of Exodus is commonly called the Ten Commandments.  
Volumes have been written on the subject of the Ten Commandments.  I do not intend to 
do that here.  I will limit my comments to some basic arrangements found here as 
follows: 
  1.  These commandments were given to the children of Israel.  However, 
they do spell out to us God’s moral standards which apply to all of mankind and not just 
to the children of Israel.   
  2.  The first four commandments pertain to the moral standard God 
requires of man and judges man based on his relationship with God.   
  3.  The last six commandments pertain to the moral standard God requires 
of man and judges man based on his relationship with other men.   
  4.  In the New Testament, the Lord expanded on the moral standard by 
showing that the Lord not only looks on the outward violations of the commandments as 
sin, but also, the inward violation is considered sin as well: 
   a.  Matt. 5:27 “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a 
woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.” 
   b.  Matt. 5:21 “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 22 But I 
say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger 
of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the 
council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” 
  5.  The most controversial of the commandments seems to be concerning 
remembering the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.  God established the Sabbath when he 
created the heavens and the earth and rested on the seventh day.  Thus the Sabbath Day 
was designed to honor God for his work of creation of which we all have our existence 
because of his creation.  Some argue that we should continue to honor the seventh day 
Sabbath in our day as the Ten Commandments still show forth God’s moral requirements 
for man.  In this New Testament church age, we honor God for even a greater work in 
which he has completed and now is resting.  We honor him for his work of saving us 
from our sins.  That this work is a completed work of God in which he is resting, we site 
the following verses of scripture: 
   a.  Heb. 1:3 “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he 
had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;” 
   b.  Heb. 10:12 “But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for 
sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 13 From henceforth expecting till his 



enemies be made his footstool. 14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified.”   
 We conclude that the work of salvation from sin was a completed work of Jesus 
Christ and that he is now resting in that completed work.  This fits the definition of 
Sabbath.  Sabbath means completion and rest.  According to Hebrews chapters 3 and 4 
we are to rest in the finish work of Jesus Christ: Heb. 4:9 “There remaineth therefore a 
rest to the people of God. 10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from 
his own works, as God did from his. 11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest 
any man fall after the same example of unbelief.”  The word, rest, above comes from the 
same Greek word that is otherwise translated Sabbath.  God has, therefore, ceased from 
his completed work of saving his people from their sins and now rests.  Likewise, we are 
to cease from our works of trying to get right with God and rest in his completed work.  
This gives honor unto our God, Jesus Christ. 
  6.  The commandment of “Thou shalt not kill” is also at times 
controversial.  Some argue that capital punishment is a violation of this commandment; 
therefore, governments should not enact the death penalty.  The Lord further expounded 
on this commandment in the New Testament as he said in Matt. 19:18 “He saith unto 
him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou 
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness…”  The Lord defined “thou shalt not 
kill” to mean “thou shalt do no murder.”  Capital punishment, self-defense, and killing in 
war to defend ones country is not defined as murder.   
 
 

Exodus 20.18-21 
 

 Ex. 20:18 “And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the 
noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they 
removed, and stood afar off. 19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we 
will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. 20 And Moses said unto the people, 
Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that 
ye sin not. 21 And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick darkness 
where God was.”   
 “And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the 
trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood 
afar off.”   When the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and heard the noise 
of the trumpet, and saw the mountain smoking, there were greatly afraid of God and of 
his judgment of sin.  Likewise, when we have a heart-felt conviction of sin and realize 
that we have sinned and come short of the glory of God and that we are worthy of 
everlasting punishment in the lake of fire, it causes fear to arise in our hearts as well.  We 
have an illustration of this in the New Testament when the two men came to the temple to 
pray: Luke 18:10-14 “Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and 
the other a publican.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, 
that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  I 
fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.  And the publican, standing afar 
off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, 
God be merciful to me a sinner.  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified 



rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.”   
 The publican, who felt himself to be a sinner and felt the conviction of sin “stood 
afar off” and “would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven.”  He could only cry out 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.” 
 “And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God 
speak with us, lest we die.”  The people felt that if God should speak to them that it 
would be in judgment and that they would die.   
 “And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and 
that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not.”  A people who do not fear God 
will not keep the commandments of God.  According to the books of Psalms and 
Proverbs: 
  1.  Ps. 111:10 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good 
understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.” 
  2.  Prov. 1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but 
fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 
  3.  Prov. 8:13 “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, 
and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.” 
  4.  Prov. 9:10 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the 
knowledge of the holy is understanding.” 
 “And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick darkness 
where God was.”  This was as God had commanded Moses, that Moses would come up 
unto him in the thick darkness, but the people would not.   
 
 

Exodus 20.22-26 
 

 Ex. 20:22 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say unto the children 
of Israel, Ye have seen that I have talked with you from heaven. 23 Ye shall not make 
with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold. 24 An altar of earth 
thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace 
offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come 
unto thee, and I will bless thee. 25 And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt 
not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it. 26 
Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy nakedness be not discovered 
thereon.” 
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say unto the children of Israel, 
Ye have seen that I have talked with you from heaven.”  The fact that the children of 
Israel had seen that God talked to Moses from heaven was to solidify their confidence in 
what Moses was telling the children of Israel that it was coming from God and not from 
man.  Man can devise all kinds of thoughts and sometimes men can dream dreams and 
think there is significance to their dreams and that other men should follow them because 
of their dreams or because of their superior intellect.  However, dreams and the intellect 
of men pail in comparison to what the God of the universe, who created all things, has to 
say.   



 “Ye shall not make with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto you gods of 
gold.”  There is only one image found in the scripture that accurately depicts our God.  
The works of men’s hands cannot accurately depict our God.  The only image acceptable 
to God is what the scriptures say about Jesus Christ:  
  1.  2 Cor. 4:4 “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of 
God, should shine unto them.” 
  2.  Col. 1:15 “Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature: 
  3.  Heb. 1:3 “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image 
of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;” 
 Even so, man in his depravity has continuously tried to depict God after images 
made by men of wood, hay, gold, silver, etc.: Rom 1:23 “And changed the glory of the 
uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and 
fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.” 
 “An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt 
offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I record 
my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.”  An altar serves as both a place of 
worship and a place of sacrifice.  These two things are not exclusive of one another.  
Today, we worship God based on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ as he gave himself to suffer 
and die for us to redeem us from our sins.   
 The significance of the sacrifices of burnt offerings and peace offerings is further 
explain to us in the book of Leviticus.  I would advise the reader to go study those things 
in the book of Leviticus. 
 “In all places where I record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless 
thee.”  The Lord designated a place for public worship for the children of Israel.  A little 
later in the book of Exodus, the tabernacle will become the designated place for public 
worship of the children of Israel.  Later, the temple located at Jerusalem, will be the 
designated place for the children of Israel to publicly worship.  Moreover, the Lord 
promised a blessing of both coming unto them and in blessing them.   
 “And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: 
for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it.”  An important lesson here is that 
man’s works (a hewn stone on which man had lifted up his tool) is not to be worshipped 
or become a part of the worship of God.  God’s work in redemption of his people is 
altogether of the Lord and man did nothing to bring it about.  Therefore, man has no 
reason to glory in what man has done, but all praise, honor, and glory is to be given to 
God.   
 “Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy nakedness be not 
discovered thereon.”  Today, we see men trying to present salvation from sin as a step by 
step process, whereby if men follow the prescribed steps he will be saved.  They are 
going up by steps to the altar of God and their nakedness (sin) is discovered in this 
process.  Thus, the Lord told the children of Israel that they were not to go up by steps 
unto the Lord’s altar and that their nakedness not be discovered thereon.   
 
 



Exodus 21.1-11 
 
 This chapter begins a series of judgments that God gave unto the children of 
Israel.  Practically speaking, these judgments were an application of the Ten 
Commandments that God had commanded the children of Israel in ratifying the law 
covenant with them.   
 These judgments are based on equity.  This is a statement of God’s value of 
various actions and the equitable value of judicial penalties for breaking the judgments.  
For too often in men’s systems of judgment, we see punishments that are not equitable to 
the crime committed.  Often times, penalties are established by law that give a great 
variance.  For instance, a penalty of one to ten years in prison for committing a certain 
crime can result in great unfairness in judgment and make for favoritism based on the 
financial or political clout of the one being punished or of the family of the one being 
punished.  The judgments set forth by God for the children of Israel are very specific in 
nature and apply to all the children of Israel equitably regardless of societal or financial 
status or political clout.   
 Ex. 21:1 “Now these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. 2 If thou 
buy an Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve: and in the seventh he shall go out free 
for nothing. 3 If he came in by himself, he shall go out by himself: if he were married, 
then his wife shall go out with him. 4 If his master have given him a wife, and she have 
born him sons or daughters; the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall 
go out by himself. 5 And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and 
my children; I will not go out free: 6 Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he 
shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear 
through with an awl; and he shall serve him for ever.  
 7 And if a man sell his daughter to be a maidservant, she shall not go out as the 
menservants do. 8 If she please not her master, who hath betrothed her to himself, then 
shall he let her be redeemed: to sell her unto a strange nation he shall have no power, 
seeing he hath dealt deceitfully with her. 9 And if he have betrothed her unto his son, he 
shall deal with her after the manner of daughters. 10 If he take him another wife; her 
food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage, shall he not diminish. 11 And if he do not 
these three unto her, then shall she go out free without money.” 
 This section of judgments pertains to the treatment and judgment of servants 
(slaves).  In those days, most of the time, people would sell themselves into servitude 
based on debts they owed to others.   
 “Now these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. 2 If thou buy an 
Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve: and in the seventh he shall go out free for 
nothing.”  First, a distinction is made between a Hebrew servant and a servant who was 
not a Hebrew servant.  When the children of Israel went in to possess the land of Canaan, 
one group of the inhabitants sold themselves to Israel to be their slaves for a lifetime so 
that they would not be destroyed with the other inhabitants of the land of Canaan that 
Israel dispossessed.   
 The principle of indebted servitude is definitely a biblical principle.  When you 
owed debts and were unable to pay those debts then you became the servant of the person 
who paid your debts for you or the person who you owed your debts to.  This principle is 
presented to us in the New Testament as declaring that we are the servants of Christ 



because of the debt that he paid for us: 1 Cor. 6:19 “What? know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God's.” 
 A lifetime of slavery was not generally allowed for Hebrew servants under the 
judgments given to the children of Israel.  A servant was to serve no more than six years 
and then would be considered free of his debts and a free person going out free without 
cost.  In other countries a servant generally would not be set free unless a ransom was 
paid for his release.   
 “If he came in by himself, he shall go out by himself: if he were married, then his 
wife shall go out with him.”  If a servant was married when he became a servant, then his 
wife was to be released with him when he was released.   
 “If his master have given him a wife, and she have born him sons or daughters; 
the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out by himself.”  If the 
master had given a slave to be the wife of another slave, then when the slave had finished 
his service, then his wife and children were not allowed to go out with him.  This is a 
matter of equity.  The wife and her subsequent children were the servants of the master 
and had a debt to pay.  They were not free of that debt simply because her husband had 
paid off his debt.   
 “And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my children; 
I will not go out free: 6 Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also 
bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through 
with an awl; and he shall serve him for ever.”  Here the Lord made provision for the 
servant who was to be made free, that if he did not want to be separated from his master, 
wife, and children, then he would enter into a covenant of service for ever with his 
master.  The awl makes a circular cutting in the ear.  The circle is the bible shape 
signifying a covenant.  The process set forth is both visible and open for all to see that he 
has made such a covenant.  It is with just as much dedication that we should enter into the 
service of our Lord and his fellowship.   
 “And if a man sell his daughter to be a maidservant, she shall not go out as the 
menservants do.”  Just as it is not safe today for a young woman to go out at night as the 
young men do, it was also true during that time.  Depraved human nature has not 
changed. 
 “If she please not her master, who hath betrothed her to himself, then shall he let 
her be redeemed: to sell her unto a strange nation he shall have no power, seeing he hath 
dealt deceitfully with her.”  The master who betroths (marries) a maid servant and then 
puts her away has dealt deceitfully with her.  He has no right or authority to sell her to a 
strange nation, but is to let her be redeemed.   
 “And if he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall deal with her after the manner 
of daughters.”  If the master gives the maid servant to his son to be his wife, then the 
master shall deal with her as he would a daughter and not as a maid servant any more.   
 “If he take him another wife; her food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage, 
shall he not diminish.”  The master, who marries a maid servant and then marries another 
woman, has the obligation to continue to provide for the first wife’s food, raiment and 
duty of marriage without diminishment.   
 And if he do not these three unto her, then shall she go out free without money.” 



A master who violates any of the above three judgments is to let his maid-servant go out 
free without money.   
 
 

Exodus 21.12-21 
 

 Ex. 21:12 “He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be surely put to death. 13 
And if a man lie not in wait, but God deliver him into his hand; then I will appoint thee a 
place whither he shall flee. 14 But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, to 
slay him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he may die. 15 And he that 
smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be surely put to death. 16 And he that stealeth a 
man, and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death. 17 
And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely be put to death. 18 And if men 
strive together, and one smite another with a stone, or with his fist, and he die not, but 
keepeth his bed: 19 If he rise again, and walk abroad upon his staff, then shall he that 
smote him be quit: only he shall pay for the loss of his time, and shall cause him to be 
thoroughly healed. 20 And if a man smite his servant, or his maid, with a rod, and he die 
under his hand; he shall be surely punished. 21 Notwithstanding, if he continue a day or 
two, he shall not be punished: for he is his money.” 
 The above passage of scripture deals with the judgments of men who caused the 
death of others.  The various circumstances are examined and the sentence is appropriate 
to the circumstances.   
 “He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be surely put to death.”  The sentence 
for murder is death.  Anything less than death for premeditated murder is not equitable.  
Remember the guiding principle of God’s judgments for men is that the sentence is to be 
equitable to the crime.  The death sentence is most appropriate for premeditated murder.   
 “And if a man lie not in wait, but God deliver him into his hand; then I will 
appoint thee a place whither he shall flee.”  If the death was an accident and not 
premeditated, then God promised a place for the man who accidentally killed another to 
flee to.  Later, we are told that God provided cities of refuge in the land of Canaan for the 
man who killed another by accident that he may flee to and find refuge from the avenger 
of blood.  The details for this are given to us in Numbers chapter 35.   
 Moreover, four more situations for which the death penalty is to be meted out are 
set forth for us: 
  1.  But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, to slay him 
with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he may die. 
  2.  And he that smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be surely put to 
death. 
  3.  And he that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if he be found in his 
hand, he shall surely be put to death. 
  4.  And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely be put to 
death. 
  5.  And if a man smite his servant, or his maid, with a rod, and he die 
under his hand; he shall be surely punished. 
 We are also given the circumstance of men fighting and one smiting another with 
his fist or with a stone and the other man not dieing: “And if men strive together, and one 



smite another with a stone, or with his fist, and he die not, but keepeth his bed: If he rise 
again, and walk abroad upon his staff, then shall he that smote him be quit: only he shall 
pay for the loss of his time, and shall cause him to be thoroughly healed.”  Notice that the 
punishment is equitable with the crime: healing his wounds and paying for loss of time.   
 
 

Exodus 21.22-27 
 

 Ex. 21:22 “If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart 
from her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, according as the 
woman's husband will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. 23 And if 
any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life, 24 Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 
26 And if a man smite the eye of his servant, or the eye of his maid, that it perish; he shall 
let him go free for his eye's sake. 27 And if he smite out his manservant's tooth, or his 
maidservant's tooth; he shall let him go free for his tooth's sake.” 
 “If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from her, and 
yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, according as the woman's husband 
will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.”  It appears here that the 
case of two men fighting and a woman being hurt with child and the child being aborted 
as a result, that the husband would set the penalty and the judges would determine the 
equity of the penalty. 
 “And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life, 24 Eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 Burning for burning, wound for wound, 
stripe for stripe. 26 And if a man smite the eye of his servant, or the eye of his maid, that 
it perish; he shall let him go free for his eye's sake. 27 And if he smite out his 
manservant's tooth, or his maidservant's tooth; he shall let him go free for his tooth's 
sake.” 
 The principle of equity is clearly stated above.  The punishment is to be equitable 
with the offense: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 
burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.   
 Likewise, the Lord established the equity of a master smiting out the eye of a 
servant or the eye of a maid, or the tooth of a servant: that equity is for the servant to go 
free for the loss of a limb or body part.   
 
 

Exodus 21.28-36 
 

 Ex. 21:28 “If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they die: then the ox shall be 
surely stoned, and his flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be quit. 29 
But if the ox were wont to push with his horn in time past, and it hath been testified to his 
owner, and he hath not kept him in, but that he hath killed a man or a woman; the ox shall 
be stoned, and his owner also shall be put to death. 30 If there be laid on him a sum of 
money, then he shall give for the ransom of his life whatsoever is laid upon him. 31 
Whether he have gored a son, or have gored a daughter, according to this judgment shall 
it be done unto him.  



 32 If the ox shall push a manservant or a maidservant; he shall give unto their 
master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned. 33 And if a man shall open a 
pit, or if a man shall dig a pit, and not cover it, and an ox or an ass fall therein; 34 The 
owner of the pit shall make it good, and give money unto the owner of them; and the 
dead beast shall be his.  
 35 And if one man's ox hurt another's, that he die; then they shall sell the live ox, 
and divide the money of it; and the dead ox also they shall divide. 36 Or if it be known 
that the ox hath used to push in time past, and his owner hath not kept him in; he shall 
surely pay ox for ox; and the dead shall be his own.” 
 “If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they die: then the ox shall be surely stoned, 
and his flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be quit.”  In this case the 
death is solely the ox’s fault and not any fault of the owner.  The penalty is that the ox is 
stoned to death and the flesh of he ox is not eaten.   
 “But if the ox were wont to push with his horn in time past, and it hath been 
testified to his owner, and he hath not kept him in, but that he hath killed a man or a 
woman; the ox shall be stoned, and his owner also shall be put to death. 30 If there be 
laid on him a sum of money, then he shall give for the ransom of his life whatsoever is 
laid upon him.”  In this case, the owner knew of the ox’s tendencies and did nothing 
about it, therefore, the owner bears responsibility in the death of person killed.  The death 
sentence thus applies to both the ox and the owner of the ox.  However, the owner of the 
ox does have the option of paying a ransom for his life whatsoever sum is laid upon him.   
 “Whether he have gored a son, or have gored a daughter, according to this 
judgment shall it be done unto him.”  The same sentence as above is applied if the ox has 
gored a son or a daughter. 
 “If the ox shall push a manservant or a maidservant; he shall give unto their 
master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned.”  Thirty pieces of silver is the 
redemption price of the manservant or the maidservant.  Please note that we were the 
servants of sin and Christ was sold on our behalf for thirty pieces of silver.   
 “And if a man shall open a pit, or if a man shall dig a pit, and not cover it, and an 
ox or an ass fall therein; The owner of the pit shall make it good, and give money unto 
the owner of them; and the dead beast shall be his.”  The owner of the pit is responsible 
for the death of the ox or the ass and he is to pay money to the owner of the ox or the ass 
as it is valued alive.  Then the carcass of the ox or the ass becomes the property of the 
owner of the pit.   
 “And if one man's ox hurt another's, that he die; then they shall sell the live ox, 
and divide the money of it; and the dead ox also they shall divide.”  This situation 
presumes that there is no prior knowledge of the ox pushing beforehand.  In this case 
both the live ox and the dead ox are equally divided among the ox owners. 
 “Or if it be known that the ox hath used to push in time past, and his owner hath 
not kept him in; he shall surely pay ox for ox; and the dead shall be his own.”  In this 
circumstance the owner of the live ox shall pay the owner of the dead ox the value of the 
dead ox before it died and then the dead ox shall become his.  Again in all the above we 
note the principle of equity in judgment.   
 
 
 



Exodus 22.1-4 
 

 Ex. 22:1 “If a man shall steal an ox, or a sheep, and kill it, or sell it; he shall 
restore five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep. 2 If a thief be found breaking up, 
and be smitten that he die, there shall no blood be shed for him. 3 If the sun be risen upon 
him, there shall be blood shed for him; for he should make full restitution; if he have 
nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft. 4 If the theft be certainly found in his hand 
alive, whether it be ox, or ass, or sheep; he shall restore double.”   
 One of the Ten Commandments was “thou shalt not steal.”  The judgment 
concerning a thief shows forth both restitution and deterrence.  “If a man steal an ox, or a 
sheep, and kill it, or sell it; he shall restore five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a 
sheep.”  Not only is the thief to restore what he took, but the penalty is not one for one, 
but five for one for an ox, and four for one for a sheep.  Thus the penalty goes beyond 
restoration, but also takes much more from the thief so as to serve a deterrent to the act of 
theft.   
 “If a thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he die, there shall no blood 
be shed for him.”  This teaches us that the property owner had a right to defend and 
protect his own property even to the extent of killing the thief who was in the act of his 
theft.   
 “If the sun be risen upon him, there shall be blood shed for him;”  This situation 
goes beyond the mere act of defending ones property, but in taking vengeance upon the 
thief, that is beyond the penalty that the Lord had set.  This would be equivalent to 
murder.   
 “For he should make full restitution; if he have nothing, then he shall be sold for 
his theft.”  This is equivalent to debtor’s prison whereby the thief is sold into bondage 
because he could not make full restitution of his theft.   
 “If the theft be certainly found in his hand alive, whether it be ox, or ass, or sheep; 
he shall restore double.”  This is different from when the thief had already sold the 
animal or had killed the animal.  If the animal is still alive and in the hand of the thief, 
then the thief is to restore double.   
 
 

Exodus 22.5-6 
 

 Ex. 22:5 “If a man shall cause a field or vineyard to be eaten, and shall put in his 
beast, and shall feed in another man's field; of the best of his own field, and of the best of 
his own vineyard, shall he make restitution. 6 If fire break out, and catch in thorns, so that 
the stacks of corn, or the standing corn, or the field, be consumed therewith; he that 
kindled the fire shall surely make restitution.”  The principle being set forth here is 
equivalent to an eye for an eye.  If your cattle feed in another’s field, then you are to 
restore the equivalent to the other’s field.  Likewise, if you are responsible for starting a 
fire and it does damage to another’s property, then you are to make equivalent restoration 
to the one whose property has been damaged.   
 
 
 



Exodus 22.7-8 
 

 Ex. 22:7 “If a man shall deliver unto his neighbour money or stuff to keep, and it 
be stolen out of the man's house; if the thief be found, let him pay double. 8 If the thief be 
not found, then the master of the house shall be brought unto the judges, to see whether 
he have put his hand unto his neighbour's goods.” 
 A note here on the simplicity of God’s laws governing man’s actions toward man.  
The laws are very easy to be understood.  They are very specific and leave very little 
room for interpretation.   
 The above situation governs man’s responsibility to keep safe and secure the 
goods of a neighbor who has given him something for safe keeping.  Simply if the thief is 
found, then the thief pays double.  If the thief is not found, then the master of the house is 
brought before the judges who will judge whether he has put his hand to his neighbor’s 
goods.   
 
 

Exodus 22.9-15 
 

 Ex. 22:9 “For all manner of trespass, whether it be for ox, for ass, for sheep, for 
raiment, or for any manner of lost thing, which another challengeth to be his, the cause of 
both parties shall come before the judges; and whom the judges shall condemn, he shall 
pay double unto his neighbour. 10 If a man deliver unto his neighbour an ass, or an ox, or 
a sheep, or any beast, to keep; and it die, or be hurt, or driven away, no man seeing it: 11 
Then shall an oath of the LORD be between them both, that he hath not put his hand unto 
his neighbour's goods; and the owner of it shall accept thereof, and he shall not make it 
good. 12 And if it be stolen from him, he shall make restitution unto the owner thereof. 
13 If it be torn in pieces, then let him bring it for witness, and he shall not make good that 
which was torn. 14 And if a man borrow ought of his neighbour, and it be hurt, or die, the 
owner thereof being not with it, he shall surely make it good. 15 But if the owner thereof 
be with it, he shall not make it good: if it be an hired thing, it came for his hire.” 
 “For all manner of trespass, whether it be for ox, for ass, for sheep, for raiment, or 
for any manner of lost thing, which another challengeth to be his, the cause of both 
parties shall come before the judges; and whom the judges shall condemn, he shall pay 
double unto his neighbour.”  In this we see a responsibility given to the judges to make 
righteous judgment between the challenges of neighbors.  The decision of the judges 
determines to whom the challenged item belongs and the losing party is required to pay 
double to his neighbor. 
 “If a man deliver unto his neighbour an ass, or an ox, or a sheep, or any beast, to 
keep; and it die, or be hurt, or driven away, no man seeing it: 11 Then shall an oath of the 
LORD be between them both, that he hath not put his hand unto his neighbour's goods; 
and the owner of it shall accept thereof, and he shall not make it good.”  In this case, 
when a borrowed animal dies and there is no witness to the death, both neighbors are to 
take an oath of the LORD that he hath not put his hand unto his neighbor’s goods and the 
owner is to accept thereof, and it shall not be made good.  The strength of the oath of the 
LORD places a moral bond on the parties making the oath.   



 “And if it be stolen from him, he shall make restitution unto the owner thereof.”  
When the borrowing neighbor has the borrowed item or animal stolen from him he is 
considered responsible for the stolen item and is to make restitution unto the owner of the 
borrowed item or animal stolen.   
 “If it be torn in pieces, then let him bring it for witness, and he shall not make 
good that which was torn.”  The borrowing neighbor cannot control the actions of a wild 
predatory beast, thus he is not considered responsible to make restitution to his neighbor. 
 “And if a man borrow ought of his neighbour, and it be hurt, or die, the owner 
thereof being not with it, he shall surely make it good. 15 But if the owner thereof be with 
it, he shall not make it good: if it be an hired thing, it came for his hire.”  The distinction 
in judgment is dependent on whether the owner of the borrowed animal is with it or not.   
 
 

Exodus 22.16-25 
 

 Ex. 22:16 “And if a man entice a maid that is not betrothed, and lie with her, he 
shall surely endow her to be his wife. 17 If her father utterly refuse to give her unto him, 
he shall pay money according to the dowry of virgins. 18 Thou shalt not suffer a witch to 
live. 19 Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely be put to death. 20 He that sacrificeth 
unto any god, save unto the LORD only, he shall be utterly destroyed. 21 Thou shalt 
neither vex a stranger, nor oppress him: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 22 Ye 
shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child. 23 If thou afflict them in any wise, and 
they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear their cry; 24 And my wrath shall wax hot, and I 
will kill you with the sword; and your wives shall be widows, and your children 
fatherless. 25 If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not 
be to him as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him usury.” 
 “And if a man entice a maid that is not betrothed, and lie with her, he shall surely 
endow her to be his wife. 17 If her father utterly refuse to give her unto him, he shall pay 
money according to the dowry of virgins.”  In this day in which the majority of people 
ignore God’s laws regarding fornication, there would be an entirely different mindset 
towards fornication if the man knew that he is required to marry the maid he is enticing 
and lying with.  In addition, if he knew that he had to pay a dowry to the father according 
to the dowry of virgins, then he would be much less apt to commit fornication.  
 “Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.”  This speaks to us of God’s moral 
judgment of witchcraft.  This should be a warning to the multitudes of people who 
practice witchcraft today.   
 “Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely be put to death.”  God gave the death 
sentence to those who practice bestiality. 
 “He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto the LORD only, he shall be utterly 
destroyed.”  Likewise, the death sentence is pronounced by God upon those who would 
worship or sacrifice to other gods. 
 “Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress him: for ye were strangers in the 
land of Egypt.”  There were two phases to the children of Israel dwelling in the land of 
Egypt.  During the days of Joseph, the children of Israel were treated well in the land of 
Egypt.  After the death of Joseph and after another Pharaoh arose over Egypt, the 
children of Israel were evil entreated by the Egyptians.  Certainly, the above judgment 



was admonishing the children of Israel to treat the stranger in the same way that they 
wanted to be treated in the land of Egypt. 
 “Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child. 23 If thou afflict them in any 
wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear their cry; 24 And my wrath shall wax 
hot, and I will kill you with the sword; and your wives shall be widows, and your 
children fatherless.”  The widows and the fatherless children are the most vulnerable and 
least able in any society.  The Lord admonished the children of Israel to not afflict either 
the widow or the fatherless child.  Failure to take heed to the commandment of God 
would incur the wrath of God against those who miss treated the widow or the fatherless 
child.   
 ‘If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to 
him as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him usury.”  Lending to the poor was to be 
without usury.   
 
 

Exodus 22.26-31 
 

 Ex. 22:26 “If thou at all take thy neighbour's raiment to pledge, thou shalt deliver 
it unto him by that the sun goeth down: 27 For that is his covering only, it is his raiment 
for his skin: wherein shall he sleep? and it shall come to pass, when he crieth unto me, 
that I will hear; for I am gracious. 28 Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of 
thy people. 29 Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors: 
the firstborn of thy sons shalt thou give unto me. 30 Likewise shalt thou do with thine 
oxen, and with thy sheep: seven days it shall be with his dam; on the eighth day thou 
shalt give it me. 31 And ye shall be holy men unto me: neither shall ye eat any flesh that 
is torn of beasts in the field; ye shall cast it to the dogs.” 
 “If thou at all take thy neighbour's raiment to pledge, thou shalt deliver it unto 
him by that the sun goeth down: 27 For that is his covering only, it is his raiment for his 
skin: wherein shall he sleep? and it shall come to pass, when he crieth unto me, that I will 
hear; for I am gracious.”  This goes under the category, of “Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” 
 “Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of thy people.”  The use of the 
word, gods, here refers to the rulers of the people, i.e., those in authority.   
 “Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors: the 
firstborn of thy sons shalt thou give unto me. 30 Likewise shalt thou do with thine oxen, 
and with thy sheep: seven days it shall be with his dam; on the eighth day thou shalt give 
it me.”  This is in harmony with the laws of tithing given to the children of Israel.  They 
were to give of the first ripe fruits, and of the liquors, of the oxen, and of the sheep.   
 “And ye shall be holy men unto me: neither shall ye eat any flesh that is torn of 
beasts in the field; ye shall cast it to the dogs.”  Flesh torn of beasts in the field is not 
clean and not fit for human consumption.  By given attention to this law, the children of 
Israel were practicing an act of holiness.   
 
 
 
 



Exodus 23.1-9 
 

 Ex. 23:1 “Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to 
be an unrighteous witness. 2 Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt 
thou speak in a cause to decline after many to wrest judgment: 3 Neither shalt thou 
countenance a poor man in his cause. 4 If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his ass going 
astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him again. 5 If thou see the ass of him that hateth 
thee lying under his burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou shalt surely help with 
him. 6 Thou shalt not wrest the judgment of thy poor in his cause. 7 Keep thee far from a 
false matter; and the innocent and righteous slay thou not: for I will not justify the 
wicked. 8 And thou shalt take no gift: for the gift blindeth the wise, and perverteth the 
words of the righteous. 9 Also thou shalt not oppress a stranger: for ye know the heart of 
a stranger, seeing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.” 
 The above laws are very plain and would be difficult to misunderstand.  
Moreover, the principle behind the laws is also easy to be understood.  These laws line up 
with two great principles that the Lord stated in the book of Matthew: 
  1.  Matt. 7:12 “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” 
  2.  Matt. 22:36 “Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37 
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the 
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40 On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
 
 

Exodus 23.10-13 
 

 Ex. 23:10 “And six years thou shalt sow thy land, and shalt gather in the fruits 
thereof: 11 But the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and lie still; that the poor of thy 
people may eat: and what they leave the beasts of the field shall eat. In like manner thou 
shalt deal with thy vineyard, and with thy oliveyard. 12 Six days thou shalt do thy work, 
and on the seventh day thou shalt rest: that thine ox and thine ass may rest, and the son of 
thy handmaid, and the stranger, may be refreshed. 13 And in all things that I have said 
unto you be circumspect: and make no mention of the name of other gods, neither let it be 
heard out of thy mouth.” 
 “And six years thou shalt sow thy land, and shalt gather in the fruits thereof: 11 
But the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and lie still; that the poor of thy people may eat: 
and what they leave the beasts of the field shall eat. In like manner thou shalt deal with 
thy vineyard, and with thy oliveyard.”  This verse give us the principle of a sabbath of 
years.  There are two things necessary for a Sabbath: there must be a grouping of seven 
(seven is associated with the subject of completion in the scriptures) and there must be a 
“rest.”  In the above the harvesting of the land was on a seven year cycle.  The people 
were to sow their land and harvest it for six years.  Then on the seventh year they were to 
let the land lie fallow and not gather the harvest in the seventh year.  There are several 
thoughts we can take from the above: 



  1. The principle of the Sabbath is not restricted to a seven day week.  The 
above shows a Sabbath of years.  Later when God gave to the children of Israel, the “year 
of jubilee” it was based on seven sabbath’s of years and the restoration and deliverance 
came in the first year of the eighth Sabbath of year. 
  2.  The stated purpose for the land, vineyards, and oliveyards lying still 
and resting was for the poor of the people to have something to eat as they would glean 
the fields in the seventh year.   
  3.  Moreover, scientific experiments have proven that if land is regularly 
allowed to lie fallow on a regularly scheduled cycle, that the land rejuvenates itself and 
maintains its productivity.  Failure to allow the land to lie fallow over a regularly 
scheduled cycle depletes the land of its essential nutrients and the end results is that land 
begins to lose its productivity. 
  4.  Later, we are told that the Lord promised to bless the six year so that it 
would produce plentiful supply of food for the sixth, seventh, and eighth years.   
 “Six days thou shalt do thy work, and on the seventh day thou shalt rest: that thine 
ox and thine ass may rest, and the son of thy handmaid, and the stranger, may be 
refreshed.”  The weekly Sabbath is patterned after God’s creation.  In the creation God 
worked six days and he rested in the seventh.  Observing the seventh day Sabbath every 
week by resting on the seventh day was giving praise, honor, and glory to God for his 
finished work of creation.   
 Moreover, the seventh day of rest was not just for the owner of the land, but was 
also applied to the ox and the ass, the son of the handmaid, and to the stranger.  In this 
manner both the beast of the field, the workers and the stranger would be able to rest and 
refresh themselves.  It is a medically proven fact that the human body needs at least a day 
of rest every week to be healthy and to maintain productivity.   
 “And in all things that I have said unto you be circumspect: and make no mention 
of the name of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy mouth.”  To be circumspect 
means to take heed to and to closely observe.  The laws that God gave to the children of 
Israel were good laws and good for he people and good for the nation to observe.  They 
were fair laws when kept according to the words of the laws.  In addition, to observing 
the laws God set forth for them, they also were to take heed not to mention the name of 
other gods, nor to speak their names out of their mouths.  This teaches us that God is a 
jealous God and he alone is to be worshipped and served as God.   
 
 

Exodus 23.14-17 
 

 Ex. 23:14 “Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year. 15 Thou shalt 
keep the feast of unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as I 
commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou camest out from 
Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty:) 16 And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits 
of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in 
the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field. 17 Three 
times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord GOD.”   
 This passage of scripture lays out the three great feasts that the children of Israel 
were supposed to observe each year.  The details of these feasts are given to us in other 



places in the first five books of the bible.  However, this passage brings together all three 
feasts and ties them together.   
 The feast of unleavened bread is also tied to the Passover. The Passover is a part 
of the feast of unleavened bread.  Spiritually, this feast points us to the perfect life of 
Jesus (unleavened bread) and his perfect sacrifice to atone for the sins of his people.   
 The feast of firstfruits is connected for us in the New Testament to the feast of 
ingatherings at the end of the year: Rom. 11:16 “For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is 
also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches” and 1 Cor. 15:20 “But now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.”  If the offering 
of the firstfruits was acceptable (holy) to the Lord, then the harvest at the end of the year 
would be greatly blessed and acceptable to the Lord.  Spiritually, Christ offered himself 
without spot to God:  
  a.  Heb. 9:14 “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God?” 
  b.  1 Pet. 1:18 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot:”   
 Since Christ offering unto God was accepted (holy), then the lump (harvest) is 
also holy and the harvest is assured: 1 Cor. 15:51 “Behold, I show you a mystery; We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin 
is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  Thus, Christ is the firstfruit to rise from the dead unto glory, and those who he 
atoned for will also arise one day (at the end of this time world) unto glory.  This ties 
together for us the feast of firstfruits (Christ resurrection) and the feast of ingatherings 
(resurrection of God’s redeemed unto glory).   
 
 

Exodus 23.18, 19 
 

 Ex. 23:18 “Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leavened bread; 
neither shall the fat of my sacrifice remain until the morning. 19 The first of the firstfruits 
of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a 
kid in his mother's milk.” 
 Without an understanding of the purposes of the animal sacrifices unto God, these 
verses along with many others would make not be understandable unto us.  The God 
authorized animal sacrifices in the Old Testament all pointed spiritually to the sacrificial 
atonement of Christ.   



 Moreover, the offering of blood was tantamount to the offering of the life: Lev. 
17:11 “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to 
make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the 
soul.”  Thus, it was the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ that atoned for the sins of his 
people.   
 Many of the Old Testament sacrifices were made with both wine for a drink 
offering and unleavened bread for a meat offering.  The Passover was observed with both 
unleavened bread and wine.  The daily morning and evening sacrifices were observed 
with a meat offering of unleavened bread and a drink offering of wine.  Besides there 
were many other sacrifices that were observed with both wine as a drink offering and 
unleavened bread as a drink offering.   
 Christ instituted the communion service in Matt. 26:26 “And as they were eating, 
Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, 
eat; this is my body. 27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, Drink ye all of it; 28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins.”  It is very plain that the bread represented his body and 
the cup represented his blood.   
 Unleavened bread represents sincerity and truth: 1 Cor. 5:7 “Purge out therefore 
the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our 
passover is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth.”  Here leaven is set to represent malice and wickedness and unleavened bread set to 
represent sincerity and truth.  The body of Christ is the very embodiment of truth.  There 
was no sin, malice, or wickedness in the body of Christ.  This should explain to us why 
the children of Israel were not to offer the blood of their sacrifices with leavened bread.   
 “Neither shall the fat of my sacrifice remain until the morning.”  The fat was 
considered the richest or choicest part.  The sacrifice points us to the sacrificial 
atonement of Christ.  The fat being the riches or choicest part, we gather that the richest 
or choicest part was a completed sacrifice and was sufficient for the purpose that it was 
offered.  As a completed sacrifice, there was no need for another sacrifice later.  Certainly 
this was true with the sacrificial atonement of Jesus Christ.   
 “The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the LORD 
thy God.”  Christ is the first of the firstfruits: 1 Cor. 15:20 “But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21 For since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 24 Then cometh the end, when he shall 
have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all 
rule and all authority and power. 25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet. 26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” 
 Christ went into the eternal house of God when he ascended after his death, 
burial, and resurrection.  He is the first of the first fruits and his ascension into heaven 
assures us of our resurrection and ascension into heaven.   
 
 
 



Exodus 23.20-33 
 
 Ex. 23:20 “Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to 
bring thee into the place which I have prepared. 21 Beware of him, and obey his voice, 
provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him. 2 But 
if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then I will be an enemy unto 
thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries. 23 For mine Angel shall go 
before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I will cut them off.  
 24 Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do after their 
works: but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and quite break down their images. 25 And 
ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will 
take sickness away from the midst of thee. 26 There shall nothing cast their young, nor be 
barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil. 27 I will send my fear before thee, 
and will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all thine 
enemies turn their backs unto thee.  
 28 And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive out the Hivite, the 
Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee. 29 I will not drive them out from before thee 
in one year; lest the land become desolate, and the beast of the field multiply against thee. 
30 By little and little I will drive them out from before thee, until thou be increased, and 
inherit the land.  
 31 And I will set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, 
and from the desert unto the river: for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your 
hand; and thou shalt drive them out before thee. 32 Thou shalt make no covenant with 
them, nor with their gods. 33 They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin 
against me: for if thou serve their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee.” 
 This section of scripture could properly be called the blessings of God that are 
predicated on obedience to the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  It begins with God 
promising to send his angel before the children of Israel into the land of promise: 
“Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the 
place which I have prepared.”  The promise is that the Angel will go before them, and 
will keep them in the way and ultimately bring them into the place which God had 
prepared and promised to them.  The meaning of the word, “Angel,” is “messenger.”  
However, this angel is doing more than just delivering messages to the children of Israel, 
but is actively engaged in their efforts to reach the promised land of Canaan and to 
possess that land.   In our day we have the Holy Spirit to go before us and to bring us the 
messages of God and to keep us in the way and ultimately lead us into and within the 
promised church (kingdom of God) on earth.   
 “Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your 
transgressions: for my name is in him.”  The statement, “beware of him,” told the 
children of Israel not to ignore and not take notice of the one who would go before them, 
and keep them in the way, and bring them into the land of Canaan.  It would be a great 
mistake on their part not to beware of this Angel.  Likewise, we are to beware of the Holy 
Spirit and his workings in our lives and in the body of the church.  If we are watching, we 
can see his working in our lives and in the church and that in itself is a great blessing.  If 



we ignore him, then we generally struggle with the affairs of life and often fall into 
hurtful circumstances.   
 The children of Israel were also commanded to “obey his voice.”  The voice of 
this Angel would give them instruction and guidance and warning for their lives and 
journeys.  Failure to obey would lead to serious circumstances and to much destruction in 
their lives and in their efforts to reach the promised land of Canaan.  Likewise, we today 
should obey the voice of the Holy Spirit who gives us good instruction and guides us in 
His service and gives us good warning to deliver us from many foolish and hurtful lusts.   
 “Provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for my name is in 
him.”  God is holy and this Angel had the name of the Lord in him.  This is strongly 
suggestive that the Angel is indeed the same as the Holy Spirit.  There is a New 
Testament admonition: Gal. 6:7 “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  There is a price we pay for our transgressions.  That 
price is that we reap what we sow.  We shall suffer the chastening rod of God for our 
transgressions.  Eternally, we are delivered by the blood of Christ and subsequently are 
given eternal life by the grace of God.  Here in time, we will suffer for our transgressions 
by reaping what we sow and feeling the chastening rod of God.   
 “But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then I will be an 
enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries.  For mine Angel shall 
go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I will cut them off.”  Here the 
children of Israel had the promised blessings of God based on their obedience to the 
voice of the Angel.  That promise was that he would be an enemy to their enemies and an 
adversary to their adversaries.  Moreover, that he would go before them and bring them 
into the land of their enemies and cut their enemies off.   
  “Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do after their works: 
but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and quite break down their images.”  Among the 
commands placed on the children of Israel was that they would not worship nor serve the 
gods of the people of the land nor do after their works, but overthrow their works and 
break down their images.  God is a jealous God and he is jealous of the worship and 
service of his people that that worship and service be given to Him alone.   
 “And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy 
water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee.  There shall nothing cast their 
young, nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil.  I will send my fear 
before thee, and will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all 
thine enemies turn their backs unto thee.”  The riches of God’s blessings upon his 
obedient people are partially spelled out in this passage.  He promises that if they will 
serve him then he would bring upon them the following promises: 
  1.  He would bless their bread and their water. 
  2.  He would take sickness away from the midst of them. 
  3.  Their young would come forth from the womb and the mothers would 
not be barren and they would fulfill the number of their days. 
  4.  He would send His fear before them and destroy all the people to 
whom they would come and would make their enemies turn their backs unto them.   
 “And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive out the Hivite, the 
Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee.  I will not drive them out from before thee in 



one year; lest the land become desolate, and the beast of the field multiply against thee.  
By little and little I will drive them out from before thee, until thou be increased, and 
inherit the land.”   
 The same God would created the world has control over his creatures.  He can 
command the hornet and use them to drive out the enemies of the people.  This is what 
the Lord told the children of Israel that he would send hornets before them and drive out 
the enemies from before them.    
 Moreover, the Lord told the children of Israel that their enemies would be driven 
out little by little until the children of Israel be increased and inherit (possess) the land.  A 
sudden possession would result in another set of problems for the children of Israel, i.e., 
wild beasts of the field multiplying against them.  The wisdom of God is far greater than 
man’s wisdom.   
 “And I will set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, 
and from the desert unto the river: for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your 
hand; and thou shalt drive them out before thee.”  Here the Lord established the 
boundaries of the habitation of the children of Israel and promised them he would deliver 
the current inhabitants and drive them out before the people.  Certainly there were a 
multitude of blessings that God made to the children of Israel predicated upon their 
obedience to him.   
 “Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods.”  The Lord warned 
the children of Israel not to make a covenant with the current inhabitants of the land.  Yet 
that is one of the first thing that the children of Israel did.   
 “They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against me: for if thou 
serve their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee.”  Those to whom the children of 
Israel made a covenant with did indeed lead the children of Israel to sin against God and 
to serve their gods and it did indeed become a snare unto them.   
 
 

Exodus 24.1-2 
 

 Ex. 24:1 “And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the LORD, thou, and Aaron, 
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar off. 2 And 
Moses alone shall come near the LORD: but they shall not come nigh; neither shall the 
people go up with him.”   
 Some people have the mistaken idea that somehow God must treat everybody the 
same.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  In the above we find that God allows 
some to come and worship afar off, one to come near unto him and all of the people were 
forbidden to go up with Moses.  We are not all alike.  We do not all have the same gifts.  
We are not all given the same work to do.  We worship differently in the New Testament 
church than the children of Israel worshipped in the Old Testament worship.   
 First, the LORD allowed and commanded Moses, Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu and 
seventy of the elders of Israel to come up and worship afar off.  Notice that anytime we 
truly worship that we are “coming up” unto the Lord.  The very act of true worship 
carries us up above our usual station in life.   
 “Moses alone shall come near the LORD:” Moses had a unique position in the 
Old Testament days.  God gave to Moses alone the laws, ordinances, and commandments 



to deliver unto the children of Israel.  In the New Testament Moses is compared to Jesus 
as far as being a certain prophet to deliver the Testaments of God: John 1:17 “For the law 
was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”  What Moses delivered 
shows our condemnation before God, while what Jesus Christ delivered shows us our 
salvation from sin by the finished work of Jesus Christ.   
 “But they shall not come nigh; neither shall the people go up with him.” There are 
several parallels between Moses and the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is one of them.  When it 
came to the work that God had Moses to do, he was unique in what he saw and what he 
did.  Likewise, when it came to the work that Jesus Christ came to do, he was unique in 
that work and in the deliverance of the elect family of God from sin: Matt. 1:21 “And she 
shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.”  Thus, Moses was unique in that God used him to deliver the “law” unto 
the children of Israel.  Moreover, Jesus was unique in that he alone saved his people from 
their sins.   
 
 

Exodus 24.3-8 
 

 Ex. 24:3 “And Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD, and 
all the judgments: and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words 
which the LORD hath said will we do. 4 And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, 
and rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, 
according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent young men of the children of 
Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the 
LORD. 6 And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basins; and half of the blood he 
sprinkled on the altar. 7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience 
of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient. 8 
And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of 
the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words.”   
 “And Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD, and all the 
judgments: and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the 
LORD hath said will we do.”  When all the people answered with one voice, and said, All 
the words which the LORD hath said will we do, they verbally ratified the covenant that 
God had made with them.  They were now bound to this covenant and all its terms 
including the blessings of obedience and the judgments of disobedience.   
 “And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD…”  We have preserved for us a 
record of all the words of the LORD which he gave unto Moses with regard to the 
covenant He made with the children of Israel.  We have them because Moses wrote them.  
Thus, there was a verbal ratification of the covenant and a written record of that covenant 
and its ratification.  Since, they were written, future generations would have the benefit of 
what the people verbally agreed to and the terms of the covenant. 
 “And rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve 
pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel.”  We begin to see a pattern that will 
extend throughout the scriptures of the priority of worship and service unto God.  By 
rising up early, Moses is demonstrating to us that worship should be first in our lives and 
not last.  After the example of Abraham, Moses built an altar for worship.  Moreover, 



Moses erected twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel.  Twelve, is the 
representative number and is a part of the combined kingdom number of one, twelve, and 
seventy.  Israel had twelve sons and these twelve sons multiplied and now there were 
twelve tribes named after the twelve sons of Israel.  The twelve pillars were thus 
figurative of the twelve tribes of Israel, in other words, all of Israel.  
 “And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which offered burnt offerings, 
and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the LORD.”  Moses, will later write about the 
significance of the different types of offerings that were made unto the LORD.  The burnt 
offerings testify unto us of the judgment of God meted out upon Jesus for our sins.  The 
peace offerings testify unto us of the effect of judgment of God bringing peace between 
us and God.  The setting and timing of this worship was based on a covenant that God 
had made with the children of Israel.  Likewise, we have a similar setting today, in that 
God made a covenant under which we can give praise, honor, and glory to God for his 
work in redeeming us unto God, causing us to be born of the Spirit and promising unto us 
a future resurrection of our bodies from the grave.  This covenant is set forth for us in 
Rom. 8:29, 30: “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover 
whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”   
 “And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basins; and half of the blood he 
sprinkled on the altar.”  The blood is shed for an atonement and is sprinkled to sanctify or 
set apart.  Here the altar is set apart by the sprinkling of the blood of the sacrifices.  
Similarly, we are set apart (sanctified) by the shed blood of Jesus Christ by which he 
atoned for our sins.  Now we are set apart for a holy use of God. 
 “And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: 
and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient. 8 And Moses 
took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, 
which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words.”  Again we see where 
the people agreed to the things written in the book of the covenant.  By the sprinkling of 
the blood of the sacrifices upon the people after they had verbally agreed to do all the 
things written in the book of the covenant and be obedient, the people were being set 
apart under covenant obligation to do all that was written in the book and to be obedient 
unto all those words.   
 
 

Exodus 24.9-11 
 

 Ex. 24:9 “Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the 
elders of Israel: 10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it 
were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. 
11 And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they saw God, 
and did eat and drink.” 
 “Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 
Israel:”  It could be argued that this was the first Sanhedrin court as there were seventy 
elders of the people.  These were approved and appointed of God to be able to come to 
the point that they did.  The rest of the people were not allowed to come there.  These 



were permitted to see things that were amazing.  They were allowed to see the God of 
Israel and they were allowed to see his dwelling place.  As we have before read, only 
Moses was allowed to go up unto the Mount.  However, this in no way lessons the great 
blessing these seventy elders, Aaron and his two oldest sons were permitted to see.  
Moreover, God laid not a hand upon the nobles of Israel.   
 “And there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as 
it were the body of heaven in his clearness.”  Moreover, concerning the sapphire, we read 
that the throne of God is also compared to a sapphire stone: Ezek. 10:1 “Then I looked, 
and, behold, in the firmament that was above the head of the cherubims there appeared 
over them as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne.”  The 
sapphire stone alluded to in the scripture is of great value: Job 28:16 “It cannot be valued 
with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the sapphire.”  Thus, the dwelling 
place of God and his throne is of great value and precious.  Additionally, clearness speaks 
to us of purity.  Everything about God is perfectly pure.   
 “Also they saw God, and did eat and drink.”  Eating and drinking throughout the 
scriptures is a sign of fellowship.  This teaches us that the ones who went up were 
allowed to fellowship with God.  What an amazing blessing we have today that we can 
have fellowship with God by eating and drinking of the gospel truths of God’s word. 
 
 

Exodus 24.12-18 
 

 Ex. 24:12 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and 
be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have 
written; that thou mayest teach them. 13 And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and 
Moses went up into the mount of God. 14 And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here for 
us, until we come again unto you: and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you: if any man 
have any matters to do, let him come unto them. 15 And Moses went up into the mount, 
and a cloud covered the mount. 16 And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, 
and the cloud covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the 
midst of the cloud. 17 And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on 
the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel. 18 And Moses went into the 
midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty 
days and forty nights.”   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there: 
and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written; 
that thou mayest teach them.’  Anytime we go into the presence of the LORD we must 
come up and this is what the LORD told Moses to come up to him into the mount.  The 
LORD promised Moses to give unto him tables of stone (on these the Ten 
Commandments were written.)  He also promised to Moses that He would given unto 
him a law and commandments which the LORD had written.  Sometimes men make the 
mistake of saying that the bible is just a collection of the writings of men.  This, presumes 
that men were simply writing a historical account of events as they witnessed them or 
heard the accounts from others.  However, II Tim. 3:16 tells us “All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness:” The scripture is given by God.  The scriptures are not 



originated with men but God is the author of the scriptures and men are the pen by which 
God wrote the scriptures.  Obviously what Moses was to receive was not authored or 
originated by Moses.   
 With what God promised to give Moses came also a responsibility given to 
Moses.  He was to teach the people what the LORD had given to him.   
 “And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and Moses went up into the mount 
of God.”  Previously we had read about Joshua as he led the children of Israel in battle 
against the Amelekites.  Now we see Joshua serving or ministering to Moses.  Before a 
man can be a good leader, he must first learn to be a good minister and serve others.  
Joshua would later have a very important and prominent role in leading the children of 
Israel in battle against their enemies as they drove out the inhabitants of the land of 
Canaan.  He would be a captain unto them.   
 “And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here for us, until we come again unto you: 
and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you: if any man have any matters to do, let him 
come unto them.”  When a good leader must temporarily vacate some responsibilities for 
a while as he attends to other business, he will always look to see that those vacated 
responsibilities are taken care.  By appointing Aaron and Hur to serve as counselors and 
judges for the people in his absence, Moses was seeing that those responsibilities that he 
had previously taken care of are still taken care of in his absence.   
 “And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount. 16 And the 
glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the 
seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 And the sight of the 
glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the 
children of Israel.”  Throughout the scriptures a cloud is associated with the glory of the 
LORD and a devouring fire is associated with the judgment of the LORD.  We see these 
principles being illustrated in this passage of scripture.  Please remember that the LORD 
had appeared in the midst of a cloud that lead the children of Israel out of the land of 
Egypt and the scriptures told us that the glory of the LORD was n the cloud.   
 Also, in the LORD’s glory is also his judgment.  The LORD judges his people 
and particularly the sins of his people.  Those sins must be atoned for based on God’s 
judgment of his broken laws.  To the people below the sight must have been both 
awesome and awful at the same time.   
 It was on the seventh day that the LORD called unto Moses out of the midst of the 
cloud.  Seven is the bible number of completion and the LORD is calling upon Moses out 
of his glory.  This in type points us to the completed work of Jesus Christ who having 
suffered the wrath of God on our behalf at the cross of Calvary and having completed the 
work of redemption, manifested to us his glory in his resurrection from the dead. 
 “And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and 
Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights.”  What a tremendous experience this 
servant of the LORD was permitted to see and experience.  He was permitted to dwell in 
the midst of the glory of God and in the mount of God’s judgment for forty days and 
forty nights.   
 
 
 
 



Exodus 25.1-9 
 

 Ex. 25:1 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of 
Israel, that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart 
ye shall take my offering. 3 And this is the offering which ye shall take of them; gold, 
and silver, and brass, 4 And blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, 5 
And rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, and shittim wood, 6 Oil for the light, spices 
for anointing oil, and for sweet incense, 7 Onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod, 
and in the breastplate. 8 And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among 
them. 9 According to all that I show thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the 
pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it.” 
 From reading the above we make the following observations: 
  1.  The people were to make a free will offering.  It was to be an offering 
from their heart and not compelled upon them.  They were not being forced to make this 
offering, but were to make it as God placed it upon their heart.   
  2.  Most of the things that were to be offered were both expensive, of great 
value, and often rare.  Their worship came with a price to be paid.  Likewise, unlike what 
many people think today, true worship costs.  If you are not willing to sacrifice for the 
cause of Christ, then you probably will not be willing to practice true worship of God. 
  3.  All of the items that were to be offered have a biblical significance, 
which we will attempt to show as those things are used in the building of the tabernacle, 
its furniture and in the garments of the priests and in the worship service. 
  4.  The tabernacle and all its instruments were to be made after the pattern 
God showed Moses in the mount.  There was no room for deviation.  Man was not to take 
from it or to add to it.  True worship today has the same criteria.  We are to worship 
according to the pattern shown us in the New Testament and we are not to add to it or to 
take from it. 
 
 

Exodus 25.10-16 
 

 Ex. 25:10 “And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a half 
shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a 
half the height thereof. 11 And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and without 
shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about. 12 And thou 
shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in the four corners thereof; and two rings 
shall be in the one side of it, and two rings in the other side of it. 13 And thou shalt make 
staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. 14 And thou shalt put the staves into 
the rings by the sides of the ark, that the ark may be borne with them. 15 The staves shall 
be in the rings of the ark: they shall not be taken from it. 16 And thou shalt put into the 
ark the testimony which I shall give thee.”   
 The Lord said in John 5:39 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  The scriptures are a continual 
testimony of Jesus.  At the time this was said the New Testament had not been written.  
When studying the Old Testament we should be constantly looking for the testimony of 
Jesus.  Paul wrote in Heb. 8:5 “Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly 



things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, 
See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern showed to thee in the 
mount.”  Obviously this is a reference to what we read in Ex. 25:9.  Therefore what we 
read concerning the tabernacle and its furniture is a shadow of good things to come.  
While the shadow is not the object itself, it does outline to us the shape of the object and 
leads us to the object.   
 The Ark of the Covenant described to us above is a shadow of Jesus Christ.  We 
will now notice some of the parallels between the Ark of the Covenant and the covenant 
work of Jesus Christ: 
  1.  The Ark of the Covenant was a vessel that held and was used to 
preserve and protect the two tables of the covenant that God made with the children of 
Israel.  Similarly, the work of Jesus Christ including preserving and executing the 
covenant of redemption and those embraced by that covenant.   
  2.  The Ark of the Covenant also had placed within it a bowl of manna for 
preservation to future generations.  The manna was the food that the children of Israel 
were given by God while they journeyed in the wilderness.  Similarly, the Lord said, 
Matt. 5:18 “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”  Moreover, he said, Matt. 4:4 “But he 
answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  The manna being a type of the written word of 
God, Jesus lived and kept every word that proceeded out of the mouth of God. 
  3.  The third object in the Ark of the Covenant was Aaron’s rod that 
budded.  Aaron’s rod was chosen over the representatives rods of the other eleven tribes 
as it budded and brought forth fruit.  They were all dead rods, yet Aaron’s rod came back 
to life or was resurrected.  Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  Jesus arose from the dead 
after three days and nights in the grave.  Moreover, Jesus is our hope of the resurrection 
of our bodies. 
  4.  The Ark of the Covenant was covered within and without with pure 
gold.  Gold in the scriptures is used in connection with kings and kingdoms.  Jesus is the 
King of kings and reigns today as the King of the kingdom of God.  That which is pure is 
symbolic of that which is holy or righteous.  Jesus is the Holy One of God and he alone is 
altogether righteous.  Moreover, he is altogether righteous in his divine nature and in his 
human nature.   
  5.  The Ark of the Covenant was crowned with gold.  According to Heb. 
2:9 “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of 
death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for 
every man.”   
  6.  There were two rings on each side of the Ark of the Covenant making a 
total of four rings.  There were two staves each of which went through two of the rings on 
each side of the Ark of the Covenant.  The staves were used to bear the Ark of the 
Covenant.  Man’s hands were not to touch the Ark of the Covenant.  The number four is 
associated with the work of the Holy Spirit in the scriptures whereas the number two is 
associated with the subject of witness in the scriptures.  Only the Levites were to bear the 
Ark of the Covenant.  In parallel, the work of Christ is his work alone and man has no 
part in executing that work.  Moreover, the carrying of the Ark was the work of the 
Levites.  Likewise, the gospel message today of Jesus Christ is borne by his called called 



ministers.  They did not assist in the work (man’s hands were not to touch the Ark) but 
simply carry the message of what Christ has done for his people.  This message is found 
in the scriptures which is the work of the Holy Spirit.   
 
 
 

Exodus 25.17-22 
 

 Ex. 25:17 “And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold: two cubits and a half 
shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof. 18 And thou shalt 
make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the 
mercy seat. 19 And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other 
end: even of the mercy seat shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof. 20 And 
the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their 
wings, and their faces shall look one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of 
the cherubims be. 21 And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark 
thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee. 22 And there I will meet with thee, and 
I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims 
which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in 
commandment unto the children of Israel.” 
 The mercy seat described to us above is a shadow of God’s mercy towards his 
children based on Christ’s covenant work of redemption.  We notice some of the parallels 
between the mercy seat and God’s mercy toward his children based on the covenant work 
of Jesus Christ: 
  1.  The length and the breath of the mercy seat is the same as the length 
and the breadth of the Ark of the Covenant.  Moreover, the mercy seat has as its 
foundation the Ark of the Covenant as it sits on top of the Ark of the Covenant.  This 
teaches us that the mercy seat is not greater or lesser in length and breath than the Ark of 
the Covenant.  Thus, God’s mercy does not exceed nor is it less than the covenant work 
represented in the Ark of the Covenant.  In the Ark of the Covenant were the tables of 
covenant that God made with the children of Israel.  Therefore, his mercy in that 
covenant was not less than or greater than the number of the children of Israel.   
 Similarly, Christ’s covenant work and mercy in the covenant of redemption is not 
greater than or lesser than the number embraced in that covenant.  The covenant of 
redemption is spelled out for us in Rom. 8:29, 30: “For whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and 
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”  
The exact same ones, no more, nor no less, that God foreknew were also predestinated, 
called, justified and glorified.  In addition, John 17:2 “As thou hast given him power over 
all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.”  Christ gives 
eternal life to as many as (not one more, not one less than) the Father gave him.   
  2.  Notice that there is no height dimension given in the description of the 
mercy seat.  This teaches us that the mercy of God is not bound to those embraced in his 
covenant.   



  3.  There were two cherubims of gold of beaten work with one on either 
end of the mercy seat.  The wings of the each cherub stretched from one end of the 
tabernacle to the inward wing of the other cherub.  Moreover, the cherubs had their faces 
inward toward the mercy seat and the Ark of the Covenant.  Since the bible number two 
is associated with the subject of witness, the two cherubims would therefore be witnesses.  
The law and the prophets answer to these two witnesses as their testimony like the wings 
of the cherubims stretch throughout the Old Testament age.  Their faces being inward 
teach us that the testimony centers around the covenant work in the Ark and the mercy of 
God.  That the cherubims are of beaten work teaches us that the children of Israel have 
been tried, tested and shaped by the written word of God in the Old Testament.  Since the 
cherubims are of gold, we see that the testimony is the testimony of the king, who of 
course if God.   
 In parallel, the witnesses that we have today stretch further than just the law and 
the prophets.  We have the witnesses of the Old and New Testaments which stretch in 
their testimony from the beginning of time until the resurrection of the dead and into 
heaven’s glory world.  The testimony is that of King Jesus, who is both the King of kings, 
and the King of the kingdom of heaven.  The centerpiece of their testimony is the 
covenant work of Jesus Christ and his resultant mercy towards his covenant people.   
  4.  The Lord promised to meet with Moses and to commune with Moses 
from above the mercy seat and between the cherubims which are upon the ark of the 
testimony.  In contrast, we read in Rev. 8:3 “And another angel came and stood at the 
altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should 
offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 
And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up 
before God out of the angel's hand.”  Today, God meets with all of his people in prayer 
through the atoning work of Christ and his intercession on their behalf.   
 
 
 
 

Exodus 25.23-30 
 

 Ex. 25:23 “Thou shalt also make a table of shittim wood: two cubits shall be the 
length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof. 
24 And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, and make thereto a crown of gold round 
about. 25 And thou shalt make unto it a border of an hand breadth round about, and thou 
shalt make a golden crown to the border thereof round about. 26 And thou shalt make for 
it four rings of gold, and put the rings in the four corners that are on the four feet thereof. 
27 Over against the border shall the rings be for places of the staves to bear the table. 28 
And thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold, that the 
table may be borne with them. 29 And thou shalt make the dishes thereof, and spoons 
thereof, and covers thereof, and bowls thereof, to cover withal: of pure gold shalt thou 
make them. 30 And thou shalt set upon the table showbread before me alway.”   
 Based on the information provided for us in the above scriptures we make the 
following observations and comparisons: 



  1.  With the gold crown and the table overlaid with pure gold and gold 
being associated with kings and kingdoms in the scriptures, we conclude that this table 
was designed to be a king’s table.  That being the case, then this table is as a shadow 
pointing us to the table of the King of the kingdom of heaven: the table of Christ the King 
of the kingdom of God.   
  2.  When Christ came as the King of the kingdom of God, he possessed a 
two-fold nature.  He was both God and man.  The table in the tabernacle consisted of 
both shittim wood and pure gold.  This two fold material would mirror the two fold 
nature of Christ.   
  3.  The rings and the staves are designed in the same way as the rings and 
the staves in the Ark of the Covenant and would have the same significance both to the 
table and to the Ark of the Covenant.   
  4.  This table was designed as an eating table as it held bowls and spoons 
and dishes and covers.  Moreover the showbread was placed on the table.  Later we find 
that the showbread consisted of 12 loaves and the priests were to put fresh loaves on the 
table daily.  There are two verses in the New Testament that speak expressly of the 
Lord’s table: 
   a.  Luke 22:30 “That ye may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 
   b.  1 Cor. 10:21 “Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup 
of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.” 
 The bible number 12 is the representative number.  For instance, twelve princes 
represented the twelve tribes of Israel.  Thus 12 represented the entirety of Israel.  Since 
there were twelve loaves on the table of showbread, this would representatively signify 
food for the entirety of Israel.   
 Moreover, the loaves were arranged in order of six loaves by six loaves.  Using 
six sitting beside the second six if could be seen as 66, which is the number of books of 
the bible.  It is no stretch to say that the spiritual food for all of God’s elect children is the 
sixty six books of the Old and New Testaments.   
 Eating at a King’s table is usually restricted to the children of the King.  We read 
in Rev. 1:5 “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of 
the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”  This passage shows us 
that the same ones that Christ redeemed are also made kings and priests unto God.  Thus, 
those that Christ chose and redeemed would have the privilege of being able to eat at the 
king’s table.   
 In Matthew, Mark, Luke and John we read of the Lord feeding a multitude of 
people with five loaves of bread and two small fishes.  Afterwards the disciples picked up 
the fragments which consisted of twelve baskets.   
 Matt. 14:17 “And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two 
fishes. 18 He said, Bring them hither to me. 19 And he commanded the multitude to sit 
down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, 
he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the 
multitude. 20 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that 
remained twelve baskets full. 21 And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, 



beside women and children.”  In this, the Lord blessed the loaves and gave to the 
disciples to give to the multitude that ate and were filled.  Today, the Lord gives 
messages to the gospel minister, who delivers to the congregation and gives them 
spiritual food to eat in the worship service.  Those who are in the congregation are eating 
at the King’s table spiritually.   
 
 
 

Exodus 25.31-40 
 

 Ex. 25:31 “And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work shall 
the candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his 
flowers, shall be of the same. 32 And six branches shall come out of the sides of it; three 
branches of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches of the candlestick out 
of the other side:  
 33 Three bowls made like unto almonds, with a knop and a flower in one branch; 
and three bowls made like almonds in the other branch, with a knop and a flower: so in 
the six branches that come out of the candlestick. 34 And in the candlestick shall be four 
bowls made like unto almonds, with their knops and their flowers. 35 And there shall be a 
knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, and a 
knop under two branches of the same, according to the six branches that proceed out of 
the candlestick. 36 Their knops and their branches shall be of the same: all it shall be one 
beaten work of pure gold.  
 37 And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof: and they shall light the lamps 
thereof, that they may give light over against it. 38 And the tongs thereof, and the 
snuffdishes thereof, shall be of pure gold. 39 Of a talent of pure gold shall he make it, 
with all these vessels.  
 40 And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was showed thee in 
the mount.” 
 In Rev. 1:20 the Lord informs us that the candlestick is a symbol of the Lord’s 
church: “The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the 
seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the 
seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.”  When looking at what the 
scriptures teach us about the candlestick we are looking for parallels about what the Lord 
teaches us about His church.   
 The candlestick had a main stem and six branches coming out of the sides of the 
main stem.  By counting the main stem with the six branches we come to a total of seven 
stems out of the candlestick.  Seven is the bible number associated with completion.  This 
teaches us that the church the Lord has given us is complete.  It needs nothing more than 
what the Lord has given us in his word.  2 Tim. 3:16, 17: “All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works.”  Since the scripture is complete, then nothing needs to be added nor 
should be added to it.  The scripture being a thorough furnisher unto all good works 
teaches us that that the Lord has given us everything we need for the church.  We should 
not add to that which the Lord has given us nor should we take away from what the Lord 



has given us.  We do not need unscriptural auxiliaries, nor man instituted schools to train 
ministers that are also unscriptural.  To add to the Lord’s church above what we are 
taught in the scriptures says that we believe the Lord did not have a perfect design and 
that we know better than the Lord what is needed in the church.  That is gross hypocrisy.   
 The candlestick was made of pure gold.  The word, “pure,” in the scriptures 
indicates that which is without mixture.  By nature each member of the Lord’s church is a 
sinner.  However, there is purity in God’s eyes of all that have been born of the Spirit of 
God.  Christ has redeemed them from their sins and now there is no charge that can be 
laid to one of God’s elect for he has justified them.  Thus, in the courtroom of God we 
stand before him as being without sin and therefore pure.   
 The word, “gold,” is used throughout the scriptures in connection with kings and 
kingdoms.  Those who make up the Lord’s church are kings for we read in Rev. 1:5, 6: 
“And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, 
and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”  The Lord’s children who are 
reigning with Christ in His church are kings according to the scriptures.  Our dominion is 
not over other people, but our dominion is over our own bodies as we are to bring our 
bodies into subjection and to mortify the deeds of the flesh.  We are to implement the 
laws of the king of kings in our dominion.   
 The candlestick was molded out of “beaten” gold.  The word, “beaten,” speaks to 
us of tribulations, testings, temptations, and afflictions.  According to 1 Pet. 1:7 “That the 
trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ:”  It is the trying of our faith that helps mold us into what we need to be as the 
servants of Christ.  James told us in James 1:2 “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall 
into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing.”   
 Each of the branches, had a knop, and a flower, and three bowls like unto almonds 
in each branch.  The use of the “knop” in this context is indicative of a bud.  The growth 
process would be a bud, then a flower, then an almond.  This teaches me that we are to 
grow spiritually in the Lord’s church.  Peter taught us this in 2 Pet. 1:5 And beside this, 
giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6 And to 
knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to 
godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in 
you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”   
 The bowls were made like unto almonds.  The almond is a nut that is a fruit of the 
almond plant and also a nut that provides nutrition.  Thus, it is both a fruit and supplier of 
nutrition.  While the bowls were not almonds, but made like unto almonds, the almonds, 
bring in focus the utility of the bowls.  Each branch had three bowls.  The main stem had 
four bowls.  The total number of bowls in the candlestick was 22 bowls.  Twenty two is 
associated with the subject of the word of God or scriptures.  The scriptures can be 
divided into three parts: the law; the prophets, and the letters.  The first 22 books are 
about the law and its development.  The next twenty books are about the prophets and 



their fulfillment. The last twenty two books are the letters.  The 119th Psalm has 22 
divisions marked by the twenty two letters of the Hebrew alphabet and is all about the 
word of God.  We conclude that the bowls in the candlestick were typical of the word of 
God.   
 The prophet Zechariah was permitted to see a vision of the Lord: Zec 4:2 “And 
said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of 
gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the 
seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof:”  In this vision, the bowl contained the oil 
which through the seven pipes provided the oil for the seven lamps.  Thus the scriptural 
example of the bowls utility is to provide the oil for the lamps.  The word of God is the 
oil for the lamps of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 The lamps are obviously for the light of the church.  There are seven lamps so this 
is suggestive of a complete light as seven is the number of completion.  Christ said he is 
the light of the world.  Obviously he is talking about spiritual light of the spiritual world.  
Light is for manifesting things.  Christ is the manifestation of God unto his people: 1 
Tim. 3:16 “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest 
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on 
in the world, received up into glory.” 
 In addition, Christ is the source of light that is the children of God: John 1:9 “That 
was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.”  This world is a 
spiritual world and Christ lighteth every man that comes into this spiritual world.  They 
are lit by Christ when they are born of the Spirit of God. 
 Futhermore, the written word of God is a light to God’s people: Ps. 119:105 “Thy 
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”  The scriptures show us where we 
are and give us light to direct our way (path).  Notice that the oil from the bowls supplies 
the fuel for the lamps.  The bowls, as we have seen, are a figure of the scriptures.  This 
also explains for us the meaning of the oil to the five wise virgins and the five foolish 
virgins in Matt. Chapter 25: 2 “And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3 They 
that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4 But the wise took oil in 
their vessels with their lamps.” 
 `Moreover, the Lord called the disciples “the light of the world:” Matt. 5:14 “Ye 
are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men 
light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all 
that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”  The disciples are individually a light 
in which we are to let so shine before men, that they may see our good works and glorify 
the Father.  The light of the disciples is the good works that they do.  This is a light to 
men (who have spiritual eyes) that they may see the light and glorify the Father.  
Moreover, when the disciples collectively let their light shine, then it is as a city that 
cannot be hid.  Collectively, when all the disciples in the church are letting their light 
shine, it will be a manifestation to the community that the Lord is there.   
 The gospel is also a light to manifest the works of the Lord: 2 Tim. 1:10 “But is 
now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished 
death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:” The gospel does 
not give life and immortality, but it brings that work of Christ in giving life and 
immortality to light.   



Chapter 26 Preface 
 

 There are certain sections of the scriptures that are written in figurative language.  
An example of this is the book of Revelations.  According to Rev. 1:1: “The Revelation 
of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants things which must 
shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:”  We 
are told in this verse that the book is written in sign (signified) language.  The key to 
gaining understanding of that book is in finding the meaning of the multitude of signs in 
that book.  Moreover, throughout the bible there are very strong correlations between 
bible numbers and associated bible subjects.  Likewise, there are strong correlations 
between bible colors and associated bible subjects.  In addition, we find strong 
correlations between bible metals and associated bible subjects.  Generally, these 
correlations hold throughout the scriptures.   
 In the book of Hebrews we read concerning the tabernacle and the vessels of the 
ministry: Heb. 9:21 “Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the 
vessels of the ministry. 22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and 
without shedding of blood is no remission. 23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns 
of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves 
with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made 
with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us:”  In this passage we are told that the tabernacle and the vessels of 
the ministry are patterns of things in the heavens and are figures of the true.  Based on 
this our approach to the study of the next few chapters will be to look at the figures and 
patterns to search how they teach us about the heavenly things and the true tabernacle of 
God and of Christ.   
 We will first, try to establish the meanings or correlations of the colors, metals, 
and numbers used in the descriptions given in each of the next few chapters and then 
attempt to see how these correlate to the heavenly things and the true tabernacle and to 
Christ.   
 
 
 
 

Exodus Chapter 26.1-6 
 

 Ex. 26:1 “Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine 
twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of cunning work shalt 
thou make them. 2 The length of one curtain shall be eight and twenty cubits, and the 
breadth of one curtain four cubits: and every one of the curtains shall have one measure. 
3 The five curtains shall be coupled together one to another; and other five curtains shall 
be coupled one to another. 4 And thou shalt make loops of blue upon the edge of the one 
curtain from the selvedge in the coupling; and likewise shalt thou make in the uttermost 
edge of another curtain, in the coupling of the second. 5 Fifty loops shalt thou make in 
the one curtain, and fifty loops shalt thou make in the edge of the curtain that is in the 
coupling of the second; that the loops may take hold one of another. 6 And thou shalt 



make fifty taches of gold, and couple the curtains together with the taches: and it shall be 
one tabernacle.” 
 There are three things in the scriptures that are called the house of God.  Two are 
in the Old Testament and one in the New Testament.  The tabernacle was called the 
house of God: 1 Chr. 6:48 “Their brethren also the Levites were appointed unto all 
manner of service of the tabernacle of the house of God.”  The temple was called the 
house of God: 2 Chr. 3:3 “Now these are the things wherein Solomon was instructed for 
the building of the house of God. The length by cubits after the first measure was 
threescore cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits.”  In the New Testament the church is 
called the house of God: 1 Tim. 3:15 “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how 
thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”   
 In Heb. 9:21-23 we are informed that the tabernacle and vessels of ministry were 
patterns of things in the heavens: “Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, 
and all the vessels of the ministry. 22 And almost all things are by the law purged with 
blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. 23 It was therefore necessary that 
the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly 
things themselves with better sacrifices than these.”  The New Testament Church is a 
heavenly thing of which the Old Testament tabernacle is a pattern.   
 “Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined 
linen…”  The scriptures associate fine linen with the righteousness of the saints: Rev. 
19:7 “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”  
The New Testament associates the bride, the Lamb’s wife, with the Lord’s church.  As 
such the saints which make up the church are clothed with fine linen or righteousness.  
 However, according to Is. 64:6 “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the 
wind, have taken us away.”  This along with Rom. 3:10: “As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one:” If we have no righteousness of our own, then how can we be 
clothed with fine linen or righteousness?  The pattern of the curtains says that there were 
ten curtains.  Ten (1) is associated with the law or commandments of God in the 
scriptures.  Jesus said: Matt 5:17 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”  
In fulfilling the law and the prophets, Jesus became the perfect sacrifice for his covenant 
people: 2 Cor. 5:21 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him.”  Thus we are clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ. 
 “and blue, and purple, and scarlet…”  Blue (2) is associated with the law in the 
scriptures and purple (3) is associated with royalty and scarlet (4) is associated with blood 
or warfare.  As we have already noted, Jesus kept the law perfectly and is the royal king 
who was prophecied to come and through his atoning blood has made us righteous.  He 
fought the enemies that we could not defeat (sin, death, hell, Satan, and the grave) and 
defeated all of them through his perfect sinless life, his atoning sacrifice upon the cross 
and his death, burial and resurrection.  Moreover, we see the pattern of the ten curtains 



pointing us to the church being made righteous through the life, death, and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ who now sits as King and High Priest over the house of God.  
 “with cherubims of cunning work shalt thou make them.”  As we have previously 
shown in our study of the book of Exodus, the cherubims in the scriptures are associated 
with the subject of witness.  According to what is described before us, the curtains 
contained cunning needlework of cherubims.  This points us to the fact that the members 
of the Lord church are to be witnesses:  The following three verses show us how that 
each member is a witness: 
  1.  Rom. 2:15 “Which show the work of the law written in their hearts, 
their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else 
excusing one another;” 
  2.  Rom. 8:16 “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God:” 
  3.  Rev. 20:4 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of 
Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his 
image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” 
 “The length of one curtain shall be eight and twenty cubits…”  Only one time in 
the scriptures is the phrase, “eight and twenty,” used.  The number twenty and eight is 
used a few times in the Old Testament but no pattern jumps out from its usage.  However, 
when the numbers of eight and twenty are used as two separate numbers, we see a pattern 
develop.  The number eight (5) is associated with new beginnings in the scriptures.  One 
significant new beginning is the new or spiritual birth.  All of those who comprise the 
Lord’s visible church on earth have undergone a new or spiritual birth.  The number 
twenty (6) is associated with service.  As members of the Lord’s church on earth we are 
to serve one another and thus serve God.   
 “and the breadth of one curtain four cubits:”  There is a correlation in the 
scriptures between the number four and the work of the Holy Spirit.  This is especially 
true with the work of the Spirit in the preaching and receiving of the gospel.  One of the 
things that each member of the Lord’s visible church on earth shares is that each member 
has heard and believed the true gospel of the grace of Christ.   
 “And every one of the curtains shall have one measure.”  Eph. 4:3 “Endeavouring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body, and one Spirit, 
even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 
One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”  Gal. 3:28 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
 “The five curtains shall be coupled together one to another; and other five curtains 
shall be coupled one to another.”  In this verse we read that there are two couplings of 
five curtains that make up the tabernacle.  This would correlate to the fact that the Lord 
had two flocks of sheep consisting of Jews and Gentiles and ultimately those two flocks 
are coupled together to make one flock: John 10:16 “And other sheep I have, which are 
not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be 
one fold, and one shepherd.”  Notice that each set of five curtains was coupled together to 
make one set.  Notice how this principle of unity is taught and practically brought about 



in the New Testament church as Paul taught in Eph. 4:13-16 “Till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, 
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the 
whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love.” 
   “And thou shalt make loops of blue upon the edge of the one curtain from the 
selvedge in the coupling; and likewise shalt thou make in the uttermost edge of another 
curtain, in the coupling of the second. 5 Fifty loops shalt thou make in the one curtain, 
and fifty loops shalt thou make in the edge of the curtain that is in the coupling of the 
second; that the loops may take hold one of another. 6 And thou shalt make fifty taches of 
gold, and couple the curtains together with the taches: and it shall be one tabernacle.” 
 The two sets of curtains were attached together with loops of blue and taches of 
gold.  Fifty, like the number eight, signifies a new beginning.  Blue, as we have noted is 
associated with the law, and gold (7) is associated with kings and kingdoms.  With this in 
mind, we find a correlating passage in the New Testament: Eph. 2:11 “Wherefore 
remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision 
by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12 That at that time 
ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13 But 
now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall 
of partition between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, 
so making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, 
having slain the enmity thereby:”   
 Five (8) is associated with death in the scriptures.  It was through the death of 
Christ that both the elect among the Jews and among the Gentiles are brought together 
into one body.  Moreover, Christ slew the enmity, the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances (blue), between the Jews and the Gentiles by his blood.  In so doing our King 
(gold) and redeemer reconciled both unto God in one body by his cross and brought us 
together into unity.   
 
Footnotes: 

(1) Ten: Ten and Law or Commandment 
 There is an association between the use of the bible number ten and the subject of 
law, or commandment, or authority.  This association began in the first chapter of 
Genesis when the phrase, "God said," appears in ten verses and is associated with God's 
commandments in natural creation. 
 This association is manifest in the fact that God gave ten commandments in 
establishing His covenant with the children of Israel.  He sent ten plagues upon the land 
of Egypt because Pharaoh disobeyed his commandment to let Israel go ten times.  The 
word, "law," appears in the book of Genesis ten times.  The term "wrath of God" 



appears ten times in the scriptures and is used to show God's great displeasure at the 
disobedience toward his commandments.  Moses is commanded to use the rod to 
manifest the authority of God ten times.   
 The book of Psalms tells us to sing praises upon an instrument of ten strings, 
which we will see is symbolic of the commandments written in the heart and mind of 
God's born again people.   
 Abraham married the Egyptian handmaid Hagar after he had been in the land of 
Canaan ten years.  Hagar as we will see is a representative of the law covenant. 
 The false authority of Satan is manifest to us in the book of Revelation as he is 
pictured to us as a dragon with seven heads and ten horns.  The dragon causes to rise up 
out of the sea a beast with seven heads and ten horns.  We are told the dragon gives the 
beast his power and great authority. 
 The two cherubims in the temple were each ten cubits in height and each had a 
wing spread of ten cubits from end to end.  The molten sea was ten cubits in diameter.  
The temple had ten candlesticks and was built upon a foundation of stones of ten 
cubits in size.  As we will see in later essays these had a connection with the laws and 
commandments of God.   
 

(2) Blue Blue and Law Association 
 In the scriptures, there are associations between different bible colors and 
particular bible subjects.  For instance, the color blue is closely associated with the 
subject of "law" or "commandment."   
 Fifty times in the scriptures the word, "blue," appears.  The vast majority of times 
it is used as a color on some garment or fabric.  Most of the time it appears with other 
colors in the garment or fabric.  Those times will be addressed when we study color 
mixtures.   
 The association between the color blue and the subject of law or commandment 
is defined for us in Num. 15:37-40: "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak 
unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the borders of 
their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the 
borders a ribband of blue: And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, 
and remember all the commandments of the LORD, and do them; and that ye seek not 
after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring: That ye may 
remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God."   
 The purpose of the blue ribband as a fringe on the border of the garments of the 
children of Israel was to call to their memory, when they looked upon the ribband of 
blue, the commandments of the Lord, that they may remember and do those 
commandments.  Thus, the color blue would be associated in the minds of all the people 
with the commandments of the Lord.   
 The fact that the word, blue, appears in the scriptures exactly fifty times, is no 
coincidence.  The number 50 is the number of new beginnings.  It is thru the keeping of 
the commandments of the law that Christ presented himself as a perfect sacrifice for the 
elect children of God and thus procured for them a new beginning in righteousness before 
God.   
 The ten linen curtains of the tabernacle were connected together by loops and 
taches.  The loops were of blue color: Ex. 26:5 "Fifty loops shalt thou make in the one 



curtain, and fifty loops shalt thou make in the edge of the curtain that is in the coupling of 
the second; that the loops may take hold one of another. 6 And thou shalt make fifty 
taches of gold, and couple the curtains together with the taches: and it shall be one 
tabernacle."  The tabernacle was one tabernacle made up of ten curtains couples by loops 
and taches.  Ten is the number associated with the law.  The color blue is associated with 
the law.  The color of linen is associated with righteousness.  The color gold is associated 
with kings and kingdoms.  All of this brought together speaks to us that Christ is the king 
(gold) who through his keeping of the commandments of God (blue) couples the 
keeping of the commandments of God (blue) with his imputed righteousness to the 
children of God.   
 Next, we notice that the robe of the ephod of the High Priest was all of blue: Ex. 
28:31 "And thou shalt make the robe of the ephod all of blue. 32 And there shall be an 
hole in the top of it, in the midst thereof: it shall have a binding of woven work round 
about the hole of it, as it were the hole of an habergeon, that it be not rent."  There was to 
be no rent in this robe of the High Priest and it was to be all of blue.  Christ is our High 
Priest and there was no rent in his righteousness.  Christ told us in Matt. 5:17 "Think not 
that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 
 

(3) Purple  Purple-Royalty 
 There is a very strong correlation between the subject of royalty and the color 
purple in the scriptures.  The word, royal, means that which belongs or pertains to a king.  
The children of a king are said to be his royal seed.  The clothing of a king are his royal 
apparel.  The cities of the king are referred to as royal cities.  Thus, all the possessions of 
a king are royal possessions.   
 Purple is a mixture of blue and red.  Blue is associated with law or commandment 
and red is associated with war, blood, and judgment.  Our King, Jesus Christ, kept the 
law (blue) to a jot and a tittle and then conquered sin, Satan, death, hell, and the grave 
through shedding his blood upon the cross of Calvary and satisfying the judgment of God 
upon the imputed sins of his elect people.  The inscription above the head of Jesus on the 
cross read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews."  He was and is indeed the King of 
the Kingdom of heaven. 
 The color, purple, is found in many things pertaining to the tabernacle and 
temple.  Often it is used in combination with other colors such as blue, red, gold, and 
white.  The following items in the tabernacle and the clothing of the high priest contain 
such combinations including purple: curtain of the tabernacle, veil of the tabernacle, 
hanging for the door of the tent, hanging for the gate of the court, the ephod of the high 
priest, the curious girdle of the high priest, the breastplate of the high priest, the hem of 
the priests robe.  The color, purple is also the color of the covering of the brazen altar.  
The combination colors will be dealt with in another section of this study on colors. 
 The soldiers who crucified Jesus dressed him in raiment of purple before his 
crucifixion and mocked him: 
  1.  Mark 15:16 "And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called 
Praetorium; and they call together the whole band. 17 And they clothed him with purple, 
and platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his head, 18 And began to salute him, Hail, 
King of the Jews! 19 And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon him, 
and bowing their knees worshipped him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they took 



off the purple from him, and put his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify 
him." 
  2.  John 19:2 "And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his 
head, and they put on him a purple robe, 3 And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they 
smote him with their hands. 4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, 
Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him. 5 Then 
came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto 
them, Behold the man!"   
While the soldiers mocked Jesus as the King of the Jews, yet Jesus was and is indeed the 
King of kings and Lord of lords:  
  1.  1 Tim. 6:15 "Which in his times he shall show, who is the blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;" 
  2.  Rev. 17:14 "These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 
overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are 
called, and chosen, and faithful." 
  3.  Rev. 19:16 "And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name 
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 
 The virtuous woman in Proverbs chapter 31 is said to be clothed with clothing of 
purple and silk: Prov. 31:22 "She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is 
silk and purple."  The virtuous woman is first a type of the Lord's bride, His church.  The 
church is clothed with righteousness (white=silk):  
  1.  2 Cor. 5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him." 
  2.  Rev. 19:8 "And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine 
linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints." 
  3.  Rev. 19:14 "And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon 
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean." 
 The church is also clothed in royal apparel (puple) of King Jesus: 
  1.  Rev. 1:5 "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the 
first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 
  2.  1 Pet. 2:9 "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light:" 
 The loved in Song of Solomon is a type of the Lord's bride also and is described 
as follows: Song 7:3 "Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins. 4 Thy neck 
is as a tower of ivory; thine eyes like the fishpools in Heshbon, by the gate of 
Bathrabbim: thy nose is as the tower of Lebanon which looketh toward Damascus. 5 
Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, and the hair of thine head like purple; the king is 
held in the galleries. 6 How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights!"  
According to 1 Cor. 11:15 a woman's hair is given to her for a covering: "But if a woman 
have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering."  Thus, the 
Lord's bride has as her head, the Lord Jesus Christ.  She is His royal bride. 
 Also, in the Song of Solomon, King Solomon made a chariot to carry "the 
daughters of Jerusalem."  The daughters of Jerusalem are a type of the Lord's covenant 



people.  Song 3:9 "King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon. 10 He 
made the pillars thereof of silver, the bottom thereof of gold, the covering of it of purple, 
the midst thereof being paved with love, for the daughters of Jerusalem."  This chariot is 
the King's chariot and was covered with purple.  The Lord, himself, is our chariot and he 
carries us ultimately into the glory world: 
  1.  John 6:37 "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine 
own will, but the will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent 
me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again 
at the last day." 
  2.  Rom. 8:29, 30 "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, 
them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."   
 Satan is an imitator.  He tries to imitate Christ, but in a wicked way.  We see in 
the scriptures where his false or idol gods are clothed in purple: Jer. 10:8 But they are 
altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of vanities. 9 Silver spread into 
plates is brought from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the workman, and of 
the hands of the founder: blue and purple is their clothing: they are all the work of 
cunning men."   
 Moreover, Satan's worldly rulers are covered in purple: Ezek. 27:3 "And say unto 
Tyrus, O thou that art situate at the entry of the sea, which art a merchant of the people 
for many isles, Thus saith the Lord GOD; O Tyrus, thou hast said, I am of perfect beauty. 
4 Thy borders are in the midst of the seas, thy builders have perfected thy beauty. 5 They 
have made all thy ship boards of fir trees of Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon 
to make masts for thee. 6 Of the oaks of Bashan have they made thine oars; the company 
of the Ashurites have made thy benches of ivory, brought out of the isles of Chittim. 7 
Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was that which thou spreadest forth to be thy 
sail; blue and purple from the isles of Elishah was that which covered thee." 
 Satan's wretched bride is also covered in purple:  Rev. 17:4 "And the woman was 
arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her 
fornication: 5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 6 
And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration." 
 The great difference between those of the Lord's who are covered in purple and 
those of Satan that are covered in purple is that the Lord clothed his own with purple, 
but the bride, kings, and people of Satan covered themselves with purple. 
 
 

(4) Scarlet  Red and its Association with War, Blood and Judgment 
 There is a very strong correlation in the scriptures between the color red and the 
subject of war, blood, and judgment.  Specifically the ultimate lesson is that red shows 
forth the war against sin, the blood atonement of Jesus Christ, and the ultimate judgment 
of sin. 



 There are different shades of red.  The scriptures show forth this principle in that 
red, scarlet, and crimson are all used to depict the association between the color red and 
the subject of war, blood, and judgment. 
 Specifically we shall consider in future essays the following specific topics: 
  1.  the Red Sea and the battle against the enemies. 
  2.  red wine and the blood of Christ. 
  3.  the rams skin dyed red and the blood covering of Christ. 
  4.  the scarlet thread or line and God's covenant people. 
  5.  the scarlet colored beast and great red dragon and Satan's war against 
the Lord's disciples. 
  6.  the red heifer and the atonement of sin. 
  7.  the red horse. 
 

(5) Eight  Eight, Fifty – New Beginnings 
 There are at least eight new beginnings in the scriptures that are associated with 
the bible numbers eight or fifty.  The number fifty is used in such a way that it is the 
either the first day of the eight week or the first year of the eight week of years.  Thus, the 
number fifty is used the same way as the number eight. 
 The eight new beginnings taught in the scriptures are: 
  1.  New beginning in the flesh 
  2.  New birth 
  3.  New judicial standing before God 
  4.  New covenant of worship 
  5.  New kingdom 
  6.  New Testament 
  7.  New manner of worship 
  8.  New nature of the flesh. 
 

(6) Twenty  Twenty Outline 
 The number twenty is associated with the subject of service in the scriptures.  In 
addressing this association, we list the following topics: 
  1.  Service under the law ends with a curse. 
  2.  The price of service 
  3.  Requirements of service 
  4.  Serving the Lord is better than serving men or mammon 
  5.  Jacob served Laban for twenty years 
  6.  Joseph was sold into Egyptian bondage for twenty pieces of silver 
  7.  Army service began at twenty years of age 
  8.  One of the purposes of the Lord's house is for service. 
 

(7) Gold  Gold Associated with Kings and Kingdoms 
 In the scriptures often there is a very strong correlation between bible colors and 
bible subjects.  Gold is both a color and a metal and as both color and metal it is 
associated with Kings, things pertaining to kings, and kingdoms.  This correlation will be 
presented in both the color section of this work and in the metal section of this work. 



 The first time the word, gold appears in the scriptures is found in Genesis 2:11, 
12: "The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, 
where there is gold; And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx 
stone."  According to the law of first occurrence, gold is said to be good.  Gold is both 
precious (rare) and valuable.  Often throughout history it has been the basis of money 
exchange.  Also, gold is not easily corruptible.  Gold is a standard by which other things 
worth is judged.   
 Often, gold points us to King Jesus and to his bride, the church.  According to 
Rev. 1:5, 6 Christ has made his children both kings and priests: "And from Jesus Christ, 
who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings 
of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, And 
hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen."   
 The things that we learn studying the color gold and its corresponding subject of 
kings and kingdoms often point us to characteristics, qualities, and works of King Jesus 
and to characteristics, qualities, and works that we should possess as kings and priests 
unto God.   
 The serious inquirer may want to study the following in relationship to the 
correlation between the color gold and the subject of kings and kingdoms: 
  1.  Abraham's gift to Rebecca. 
  2.  Pharaoh's promotion of Joseph. 
  3.  King's tabernacle. 
  4.  Table of the King. 
  5.  Incense Altar of theKing. 
  6.  King's Crown. 
  7.  Candlesticks. 
  8.  King's temple. 
  9.  King's Mercy Seat. 
            10.  Garments of the High Priest 
            11.  King's Targets. 
            12.  King's Shields. 
            13.  King's Throne. 
            14.  King's Footstool. 
            15.  King's Drinking Vessels. 
            16.  King's Sceptre. 
            17.  Queen and King's Daughters. 
            18.  King's Witnesses. 
            19.  King's Gifts. 
            20.  King's Girdle. 
            21.  King's Golden Vials. 
             22.  King's Golden Reed. 
            23.  King's City 
 

(8) Five  Five – Death  
 



 In the scriptures, the number five is often associated with the subject of death.  
For instance, in the fifth chapter of Genesis (sometimes known as the obituary column of 
the bible) in the fifth verse after Adam's name was mentioned five times we are told that 
he died.  All but five individuals in chapter five have their names mentioned exactly five 
times followed by the statement "and he died."  Enoch was mentioned six times but he 
was translated that he should not see death.  The lives of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth 
extended beyond the flood and their deaths are not recorded until later in the scriptures. 
 In addition, in 2nd Samuel several individuals were pierced under the fifth rib and 
subsequently died.  Furthermore, in the book of Revelation, John recorded that when the 
fifth seal was loosed he saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word 
of God and the testimony they held. 
 There are five deaths mentioned in the scriptures: death of the body; second or 
eternal death; death in trespasses and sins; death to fellowship; and dead to sin.   
 The one who has the power of death, Satan, has his name, Satan mentioned fifty 
five times in the scriptures.  The desires of Satan are set forth for us as five "I wills" in 
Isaiah, chapter 14.   
 The pride of the flesh that is dead in trespasses and sins is illustrated in the five 
"I's" of the Pharisee.  The excuses of the flesh nature is set forth in the five "I's" of Adam. 
 Next, there is a five-part covenant, sometimes called the covenant of redemption 
or covenant of grace, which shows forth God's remedy for death thru the death of his 
Son. 
 Jesus, whom God made to be sin for us, suffered five puncture wounds through 
his body as he suffered and died for the elect. 
 The persecutions of those dead in trespasses and sins against the gospel ministry 
are manifest against Paul as five times he received forty stripes save one for preaching 
the gospel. 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 26.7-13 
 

 Ex. 26:7 “And thou shalt make curtains of goats' hair to be a covering upon the 
tabernacle: eleven curtains shalt thou make. 8 The length of one curtain shall be thirty 
cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: and the eleven curtains shall be all of 
one measure. 9 And thou shalt couple five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by 
themselves, and shalt double the sixth curtain in the forefront of the tabernacle. 10 And 
thou shalt make fifty loops on the edge of the one curtain that is outmost in the coupling, 
and fifty loops in the edge of the curtain which coupleth the second. 11 And thou shalt 
make fifty taches of brass, and put the taches into the loops, and couple the tent together, 
that it may be one. 12 And the remnant that remaineth of the curtains of the tent, the half 
curtain that remaineth, shall hang over the backside of the tabernacle. 13 And a cubit on 
the one side, and a cubit on the other side of that which remaineth in the length of the 
curtains of the tent, it shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle on this side and on that 
side, to cover it.” 



 Animals are frequently used in the scriptures to represent biblical principles.  For 
instance, sheep are used to represent God’s elect covenant people.  In contrast, goats (9) 
are used to represent God’s eternal punishment of sin.  Forty times, goats are associated 
with the sin offering, which is more than the other animals (sheep, cattle, doves, and 
pigeons) combined.  The curtains covering the tabernacle were made of goats’ hair.  It 
was necessary that a sin offering be made for the people of God.  Likewise, the Lord’s 
elect people in his church had to be redeemed by an offering for the eternal punishment 
of sin.  Jesus was the offered sacrifice who suffered the eternal punishment for the sins of 
the elect.   
 The length of each curtain was thirty cubits.  The bible number thirty (10) is 
associated with the subject of redemption.  The New Testament points out to us that Jesus 
was betrayed into the hands of men for thirty pieces of silver, which was the redemption 
price in the Old Testament for a woman.  Jesus, as our redeemer, was sold for the price of 
redeeming a woman, which of course, his church is the bride of Christ.   
 In this covering, the taches tying the curtains together were made of brass.  Brass 
(11) is the bible metal associated with judgment.  It is this eternal judgment of God that 
Jesus suffered for us on the cross of Calvary that unites us all together in redemption.   
 We also take note that the number of curtains of goats’ hair is eleven.  The 
number eleven (12) is associated with joining together.  Eph. 5:31 “For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be 
one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”  As a 
part of the bride of Christ, we are joined together by the atoning blood of Jesus and his 
eternal redemption of us through suffering the eternal punishment of our sins. 
 
Footnotes: 
 

(9) Goats  Goats and punishment of sin 
 
 Animals are frequently used in the scriptures to represent biblical principles.  For 
instance, sheep are used to represent God’s elect covenant people.  In this essay we will 
explore how goats are used to represent God’s eternal punishment of sin. 
 In the Old Testament there are eight sacrifices associated with the tabernacle or 
temple worship.  There is the sin offering, the trespass offering, the burnt offering, the 
peace offering, the wave offering, the heave offering, the meat offering, and the drink 
offering.  The only offering that goats were used in is the sin offering.  In forty verses in 
the scriptures either a goat or a kid of the goats was used as the sin offering.  This is more 
than all the other types of animals or birds combined.  Cattle were used in 23 verses; 
sheep were used in six verses; a pigeon and a turtledove were used in 1 verse.  Thus, in 
the seventy verses that the sin offering is mentioned, the goat is mentioned in forty 
verses. 
 Each of the Old Testament sacrifices under the tabernacle or temple worship point 
us to various aspects of what Christ did for us in atoning for our sins.  The sin offering 
pointed us to the fact that Christ suffered the judgment of God on account of our sins.  
The trespass offering pointed us to the fact that we had trespassed against the laws of God 
and that Christ paid for our trespass.  The burnt offering pointed us to the fact that Christ 
suffered for us in judgment because of our sins.  The peace offering pointed us to the 



result of Christ atonement caused God to be at peace with us.  The meat offering pointed 
us to the pure sinless body of Christ that was broken for us.  The drink offering pointed 
us to the blood of Christ that was offered to God to remit our sins.  The wave offering 
pointed us to the victory we have in Jesus Christ.  The heave offering pointed us to both 
the resurrection of Christ and our awaiting resurrection.   
 The ordinance of the scapegoat gives us an understanding of God’s purpose in 
using the goat to represent God’s eternal punishment of sin.  The ordinance is set forth 
for us in Lev. 16:8-10: 8 “And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the 
LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat.  And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which 
the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering.  But the goat, on which the lot fell to 
be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make an atonement with 
him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.”   
 Two goats were used to represent the one work of Christ on our behalf in God’s 
judgment of sin.  The one goat was offered for a sin offering.  Christ offered himself 
without spot to God as a sin offering having suffered the wrathful eternal judgment of sin 
on our behalf.  The second goat was sent unto a land not inhabited: Lev. 16:21 And 
Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all 
the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting 
them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the 
wilderness: 22 And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not 
inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.  As a result of Christ’s offering 
and God’s acceptance of Christ’s offering, Christ put away our sins (symbolized by the 
scapegoat which was sent into a land not inhabited after our sins were atoned for by the 
first goat).  Christ put away our sins by his sacrifice on our behalf.  The judgment of God 
had been satisfied and our sins shall never again be brought before God as set forth in 
Rom. 8:33: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
justifieth.” 
 The next thing we read about goats is that goat hair was a covering of the 
tabernacle: Ex. 26:7 “And thou shalt make curtains of goats' hair to be a covering upon 
the tabernacle: eleven curtains shalt thou make. 8 The length of one curtain shall be thirty 
cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: and the eleven curtains shall be all of 
one measure. 9 And thou shalt couple five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by 
themselves, and shalt double the sixth curtain in the forefront of the tabernacle.”  Goats’ 
hair is the product of the goat.  These eleven curtains of goats’ hair covered the 
tabernacle.  Since goats represent God’s eternal judgment of sin and the product of God’s 
judgment of sin in the person of Christ on behalf of the elect family of God is to cover 
these elect children with Christ’s work of justification.  The tabernacle ordinances all 
point us to Christ’s work of justifying his elect family: Rom. 4:7 “Saying, Blessed are 
they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.”   
 The final use of goats in representation in the scriptures is found in Matthew 
chapter 25.  Matt. 25:31-46 sets forth God’s eternal judgment of sin at the last day.  In 
this passage there are two classes of people who are represented by sheep and goats.  The 
sheep are on the Lord’s right hand and are called righteous and go away into eternal life.  
The goats are on the left hand and are called cursed and go away into everlasting 
punishment.  The sheep represent God’s elect children and are declared righteous because 
Christ was their sin offering delivering them from the everlasting punishment of their 



sins.  The goats are cursed by sin and were not covered by the atoning blood of Christ 
and thus have the eternal judgment of God to face because of sin. 
 

(10) Thirty  Ten and Law or Commandment 
 

 There is an association between the use of the bible number ten and the subject of 
law, or commandment, or authority.  This association began in the first chapter of 
Genesis when the phrase, "God said," appears in ten verses and is associated with God's 
commandments in natural creation. 
 This association is manifest in the fact that God gave ten commandments in 
establishing His covenant with the children of Israel.  He sent ten plagues upon the land 
of Egypt because Pharaoh disobeyed his commandment to let Israel go ten times.  The 
word, "law," appears in the book of Genesis ten times.  The term "wrath of God" 
appears ten times in the scriptures and is used to show God's great displeasure at the 
disobedience toward his commandments.  Moses is commanded to use the rod to 
manifest the authority of God ten times.   
 The book of Psalms tells us to sing praises upon an instrument of ten strings, 
which we will see is symbolic of the commandments written in the heart and mind of 
God's born again people.   
 Abraham married the Egyptian handmaid Hagar after he had been in the land of 
Canaan ten years.  Hagar as we will see is a representative of the law covenant. 
 The false authority of Satan is manifest to us in the book of Revelation as he is 
pictured to us as a dragon with seven heads and ten horns.  The dragon causes to rise up 
out of the sea a beast with seven heads and ten horns.  We are told the dragon gives the 
beast his power and great authority. 
 The two cherubims in the temple were each ten cubits in height and each had a 
wing spread of ten cubits from end to end.  The molten sea was ten cubits in diameter.  
The temple had ten candlesticks and was built upon a foundation of stones of ten 
cubits in size.   
 

(11)  Brass  Brass Judgment Outline 
 

 In the scriptures there is a very strong correlation between the subject of judgment 
or justification and the biblical use of the metal, brass.  This correlation is found in many 
places.  The serious bible student may want to study the following which demonstrate 
this correlation. 
  1.  Bezaleel and Hiram 
  2.  Fetters of Brass 
  3.  Brass Couplings 
  4.  Pillars of Brass 
  5.  Brass Laver 
  6.  Brazen Altar 
  7.  Brazen Censers 
  8.  Brazen Serpent 
  9.  Vessels of Brass 
  10. 12 Brazen Oxen and Brazen Sea. 



 
(12) Eleven  Eleven – Compacted, Coupled, or Joined 

 
 The numbers one and eleven are very similar in their association with bible 
subjects.  The number one is associated with the subject of unity.  The number eleven is 
closely allied with this association in that eleven is associated with that which is 
compacted, coupled, or joined together.   
 The word, coupled, appears eleven times in the Old Testament: 
  1.  Ex. 26:3 "The five curtains shall be coupled together one to another; 
and other five curtains shall be coupled one to another." 
  2.  Ex. 26:24 "And they shall be coupled together beneath, and they shall 
be coupled together above the head of it unto one ring: thus shall it be for them both; 
they shall be for the two corners." 
  3.  Ex. 36:10 "And he coupled the five curtains one unto another: and the 
other five curtains he coupled one unto another." 
  4.  Ex. 36:13 "And he made fifty taches of gold, and coupled the curtains 
one unto another with the taches: so it became one tabernacle." 
  5.  Ex. 36:16 "And he coupled five curtains by themselves, and six 
curtains by themselves." 
  6.  Ex. 36:29 "And they were coupled beneath, and coupled together at 
the head thereof, to one ring: thus he did to both of them in both the corners." 
  7.  Ex. 39:4 "They made shoulderpieces for it, to couple it together: by the 
two edges was it coupled together." 
 Similarly, the Greek word, kollao, means to cleave, join (self), keep company.  
This Greek word is found eleven times in the New Testament and is used to indicate that 
which is cleaved together, joined, or coupled.   
 One of the coverings of the Old Testament tabernacle had eleven curtains.  These 
eleven curtains were all coupled together: Ex. 26:7 "And thou shalt make curtains of 
goats' hair to be a covering upon the tabernacle: eleven curtains shalt thou make. 8 The 
length of one curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: and 
the eleven curtains shall be all of one measure. 9 And thou shalt couple five curtains by 
themselves, and six curtains by themselves, and shalt double the sixth curtain in the 
forefront of the tabernacle. 10 And thou shalt make fifty loops on the edge of the one 
curtain that is outmost in the coupling, and fifty loops in the edge of the curtain which 
coupleth the second. 11 And thou shalt make fifty taches of brass, and put the taches into 
the loops, and couple the tent together, that it may be one." 
 The Lord gave the gift of the gospel ministry and one of the purposes of the 
gospel ministry is to preach the word of God so that the members of the church may be 
coupled or joined together around the word of God: Eph. 4:11 "And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 
For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That 
we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is 



the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the 
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love." 
 The question is asked and answered in Amos 3:3, " Can two walk together, except 
they be agreed?  To be united in faith, we must be agreed.  Our agreement is not on the 
details or interest of each individual, but our agreement is one the fundamental teachings 
of the scriptures.   
 There are some Old Testament verses that associate the number eleven and the 
word of God which, of course, is that by which we are coupled together: 
  1.  Deu. 1:3 "And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh 
month, on the first day of the month, that Moses spake unto the children of Israel, 
according unto all that the LORD had given him in commandment unto them;" 
  2.  Eze. 26:1 "And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first day of 
the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying," 
  3.  Eze. 30:20 "And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first 
month, in the seventh day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, 
saying," 
  4.  Eze. 31:1 "And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the third month, 
in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying," 
  5.  Zec. 1:7 "Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, 
which is the month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD 
unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying," 
 Another example of this association between the number eleven and the subject of 
being coupled, joined, or compacted together is found in Gen 37:9 "And he dreamed yet 
another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; 
and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me."  The 
dream of Joseph, who is a very strong figure of Christ in the Old Testament was that his 
eleven brothers would come one day and make obeisance unto him.  The figure is that we 
as the children of God are coupled together in our true worship of Christ through the 
knowledge of the word of God. 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 26.14 
 

 Ex. 26:14 “And thou shalt make a covering for the tent of rams' skins dyed red, 
and a covering above of badgers' skins.”  When God covered the nakedness of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden, he made for them coats of skins.  This first sacrifice to cover 
the shame of sin pointed us to the Lord Jesus Christ who through his sacrificial 
atonement covered the shame of our sins.  The rams’ skins dyed red are figurative of the 
shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of His 
elect world.   
 The covering above of badgers’ skins is what outsiders saw of the tabernacle.  I 
cannot think of anything more plain or unappealing to the natural eye as badgers’ skins.  
However, the beauty of the tabernacle was not in its outward appeal.  The beauty is 



inward.  Likewise, the beauty of the Lord’s manifest church on earth is not in its outward 
beauty, for it is very simple.  The real beauty is its inward beauty.  When the church has 
joined together in the Spirit to sing praises unto God, to pray for his guidance and 
blessings and to give thanks for his goodness, and the message is delivered from a God 
called minister who is led by the Holy Spirit, it is truly a blessing of great beauty to 
behold by a spirit born, sin convicted, child of God who rejoices that he has been saved 
from his sins and that he has a God who watches over him, blesses him daily, and guides 
him through the trials of life.   
 
 
 
 

Exodus 26.15-29 
 
 Ex. 26:15 “And thou shalt make boards for the tabernacle of shittim wood 
standing up. 16 Ten cubits shall be the length of a board, and a cubit and a half shall be 
the breadth of one board. 17 Two tenons shall there be in one board, set in order one 
against another: thus shalt thou make for all the boards of the tabernacle.  
 18 And thou shalt make the boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards on the south 
side southward. 19 And thou shalt make forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards; 
two sockets under one board for his two tenons, and two sockets under another board for 
his two tenons. 20 And for the second side of the tabernacle on the north side there shall 
be twenty boards: 21 And their forty sockets of silver; two sockets under one board, and 
two sockets under another board.  
 22 And for the sides of the tabernacle westward thou shalt make six boards. 23 
And two boards shalt thou make for the corners of the tabernacle in the two sides. 24 And 
they shall be coupled together beneath, and they shall be coupled together above the head 
of it unto one ring: thus shall it be for them both; they shall be for the two corners. 25 
And they shall be eight boards, and their sockets of silver, sixteen sockets; two sockets 
under one board, and two sockets under another board. 26 And thou shalt make bars of 
shittim wood; five for the boards of the one side of the tabernacle, 27 And five bars for 
the boards of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of the side of 
the tabernacle, for the two sides westward. 28 And the middle bar in the midst of the 
boards shall reach from end to end. 29 And thou shalt overlay the boards with gold, and 
make their rings of gold for places for the bars: and thou shalt overlay the bars with 
gold.” 
 The boards of the tabernacle provide the structural framework of the tabernacle.  
Without the boards the whole structure would collapse.  The boards are an essential part 
of the tabernacle.  Similar to the tabernacle the members of the Lord’s church are built 
together as a structural framework of the church:  
  1.  Eph. 2:19 “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit.” 



  2.  Eph. 4:15 “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined 
together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of 
itself in love.” 
 The boards were all of one measure in length.  Each was ten cubits in length.  As 
we have previously seen, ten is associated with the law or commandment.  The church is 
made up of members in whom God has written his law in their heart and mind: 
  1.  Heb. 8:10 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them 
in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:” 
  2.  Heb. 10:16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those 
days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write 
them;” 
 There were twenty boards on both the south side and the north side of the 
tabernacle.  Since the boards were each a cubit and a half in breath, the total length of the 
south side and the north side of the tabernacle was thirty cubits.  As we have shown 
previously the number twenty is associated with service and the number thirty is 
associated with redemption.  One of the reasons that God has redeemed us is that we 
might serve him.  In the church we should have two great themes: we have been 
redeemed that the shed blood of Jesus and we are thus supposed to serve Him in His 
kingdom church.   
 Moreover, each board had two sockets or tenons on which the board was founded.  
These tenons were made of silver.  Silver (13) is associated with redemption in the 
scriptures.  The number two is associated with the subject of witness in the scriptures 
(14).  The very basis of our witness as the disciples of Christ is based on the fact that we 
have been redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus.   
 On both the north side and south side of the tabernacle there were forty sockets of 
silver.  The number forty (15) is associated with the subject of trial and judgment in the 
scriptures.  The Lord’s people in the church undergo many trials and timely judgments in 
their lives which serve to strengthen them as disciples and servants of the Lord: 
  1.  2 Cor. 8:2 “How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their 
joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.” 
  2.  1 Pet. 1:7 “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than 
of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:” 
  3.  1 Pet. 4:12 “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, 
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, 
ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.” 
  4.  (2 Cor. 12:10 “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I 
strong.” 
  5.  James 1:2 “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let 
patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” 



  6.  Rom. 5:3 “And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing 
that tribulation worketh patience;” 
 Including the two corner boards there were a total of eight boards on both the east 
and the west sides of the tabernacle.  As we have previously noted the number eight is 
closely associated with the subject of new beginnings.  Every member of the Lord’s 
church has experienced a new beginning in that they have all been born of the Spirit of 
God.   
 Each side of the tabernacle was to have five bars made of shittim wood and 
overlaid with gold.  This shows forth and ties together the atoning work of Christ in his 
death and the two fold nature of the redeemed creature in that he is both flesh and 
spiritual and thus has been made a king and priest unto God.  As we have previously 
shown gold is associated with kings and kingdoms and through the blood of Christ we 
have been made kings and priests unto God: Rev. 1:5 “And from Jesus Christ, who is the 
faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the 
earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath 
made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen.” 
  
Footnotes: 
 

13 silver Silver – Redemption 
 

 In the scriptures bible metals are associated with particular bible subjects.  The 
metal, silver, is associated with the subject of redemption.  It is well known that 
throughout history, silver and gold have been used as mediums of exchange (money).  
The primary medium of exchange in the scriptures is silver.  The great majority of times 
that we find silver mentioned in the scriptures it is used as money to purchase or redeem 
various objects or materials.   
 Many times in the scriptures we see various numbers, metals, colors, etc. 
associated with the basic bible doctrines by use of types and shadows.  We will look at 
the following examples of how silver is typically used to show forth the redemptive work 
of Jesus Christ: 
  1.  Value of price of a servant. 
  2.  Trespass offering. 
  3.  Trumpets of silver. 
  4.  Gift to Benjamin. 
  5.  Redemptive price of children of Israel. 
  6.  Abraham's gifts to Rebekah. 
  7.  Foundation of the tabernacle. 

 
14 Two Two = Witness 

 
Num. 35:30 Whoso killeth any person, the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth of 
witnesses: but one witness shall not testify against any person to cause him to die. 
 



Deu. 17: 6  At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of 
death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death. 
 
Deu. 19: 15  One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, 
in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three 
witnesses, shall the matter be established. 
 
1 King 21: 10  And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, 
saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone him, 
that he may die. 
 
 Matt. 18: 16  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 
 
Matt. 26: 59  Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness 
against Jesus, to put him to death; 60  But found none: yea, though many false witnesses 
came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses, 61  And said, This 
fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days. 
 
2 Cor. 13:1  This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three 
witnesses shall every word be established. 
 
1 Tim. 5: 19  Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three 
witnesses. 
 
Heb. 10: 28  He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three 
witnesses: 
 
Rev. 11: 3  And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a 
thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4  These are the two 
olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 
 
Gal. 4: 24  Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from 
the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 25  For this Agar is mount 
Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her 
children. 26  But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 

 
(15) Forty Forty – Trail and Judgment 

 
 The number forty is often associated in the scriptures with the subject of trial and 
judgment.  In a courtroom, you first have the trial and then you have the judgment.  
Sometimes we see the number forty associated with the trial and sometimes we see it 
associated with the judgment after the verdict is rendered.   
 We observe in the scriptures the number forty associated with the following 
examples of trial or judgment: 
  1.  The destruction of the world during the days of Noah 



  2.  Moses going into the mount to receive the law contrasted to Christ's 
being tested of Satan. 
  3.  The spies spying out the land of Canaan 
  4.  The judgment upon the children of Israel in the wilderness because 
they did not believe the promise and power of God 
  5.  The judgment of a wicked man 
  6.  National judgment of Israel because of sin and repentance 
  7.  Trial of faith due to Goliath's defiance 
  8.  The buildings of the tabernacle, temple, and of Ezekiel's vision 
  9.  The trial and judgment of Ninevah 
           10.  Judgment of Jerusalem and Jews for their rejection of Christ. 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 26.30 
 

 Ex. 26:30 “And thou shalt rear up the tabernacle according to the fashion thereof 
which was showed thee in the mount.”   
 The scriptures teach us that God is very particular about how he wants things to 
be done.  He does not leave room for us to add to his pattern of things.  There are two 
New Testament verses that are quotes from the above verse quoted: 
  1. Heb. 8:5 “Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, 
as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, 
saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern showed to thee in the mount.” 
  2. Acts 7:44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, 
as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it according to the 
fashion that he had seen.” 
 Two examples of those who did not follow God’s pattern should sober any of 
God’s children who think it is alright to add to or take away from the pattern God has 
given us for worship: 
  1. Lev. 10:1 “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of 
them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire 
before the LORD, which he commanded them not. 2 And there went out fire from the 
LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.” 
  2. 2 Sam. 6:3 “And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it 
out of the house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of 
Abinadab, drave the new cart. 4 And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab which 
was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went before the ark. 5 And David 
and all the house of Israel played before the LORD on all manner of instruments made of 
fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on 
cymbals. 6 And when they came to Nachon's threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand 
to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. 7 And the anger of the 
LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he 
died by the ark of God.”  The ark was to be carried by the Levites who were to carry it by 



the staves through the rings on the side of the ark.  Men’s hands were not to touch the 
ark.   
 The Lord taught us plainly that there was a very particular way in which we are to 
worship him:  
  1. John 4:23 “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 
24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”  
God did not leave any wiggle room for us to add to or take away from that which is 
specifically laid out for us in the scripture as the proper way in which we are to worship 
God.   
  2. Mark 7:7 “Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men.”   
 The Lord also has taught us in the scriptures that they are a thorough furnisher 
and that we need nothing more than what is taught in the scriptures to worship him: 2 
Tim. 3:16 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”   
 Since the scriptures are given to us by inspiration of God and are a thorough 
furnisher unto all good works, then anything that we add to the pattern God has given to 
us for worship that is not found in the scriptures is a very serious error that God is not 
pleased with.  We should test everything we do in worship to the biblical pattern for 
worship.  If we leave anything off or if we add anything to it, then we are saying we 
believe that we know better how to worship than God does!  
 
 
 
 

Exodus 26.31-33 
 

 Ex. 36:31 “And thou shalt make a veil of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen of cunning work: with cherubims shall it be made: 32 And thou shalt hang it 
upon four pillars of shittim wood overlaid with gold: their hooks shall be of gold, upon 
the four sockets of silver. 33 And thou shalt hang up the veil under the taches, that thou 
mayest bring in thither within the veil the ark of the testimony: and the veil shall divide 
unto you between the holy place and the most holy.” 
 We are not left to wander what the veil of the tabernacle and later the temple 
represents.  In Heb. 10:20 we read: “By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated 
for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;”  Thus the veil which separated between 
the holy place and the most holy place represents the flesh of Christ.   
 Thus, the colors blue and purple and scarlet along with fine twined linen are 
associated with the flesh of Christ.  According to our previous studies we know that blue 
represents law or commandment and purple represents royalty and scarlet represents war 
and blood.  Likewise, the fine twined linen represents righteousness.  In connection with 
these colors and their representation of the body or flesh of Christ we have the following 
New Testament verses: 



  1. Matt. 5:17 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”  
This verse tells us that Jesus came to completely and perfectly keep and fulfill all of the 
law and the prophets. 
  2. Matt. 21:5 “Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.”  This fulfilled prophecy 
of Christ declares plainly that Christ is the King and thus is the perfection of royalty. 
  3. Rom. 5:9 “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through him.” 
  4. Eph. 1:7 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;” 
  5. Col. 1:14. “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins:” 
  6. Col. 1:20 “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by 
him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or 
things in heaven.”   
  7. 2 Cor. 5:21 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 
 Verse 1 above tells us that Jesus came to completely and perfectly keep and fulfill 
all of the law and the prophets. Verse 2 tells us that the fulfilled prophecy of Christ 
declares plainly that Christ is the King and thus is the perfection of royalty. Verses 3-6 
tell us that Christ through his shed blood justified us, redeemed us, and made peace 
through the blood of his cross.  Verse 7 tells us that Christ is the righteous one and that he 
made us righteous through His being made sin and suffering on our behalf.   
 Moreover, the curtain was made with cherubims which are closely associated with 
the scriptural subject of witness.  According to Rev. 1:5 Christ is declared to be the 
faithful witness: Rev 1:5 “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first 
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood,” 
 The vail was hanged on four pillars of shittim wood overlaid with gold.  In the 
scriptures the number four (16) is associated with the work of the Holy Spirit.  The fact 
that the pillars are of shittim wood indicate there is a human element to the hanging and 
yet since it is overlaid with gold, there is a kingly element to the work as well.  The 
answer is that the work of Christ is plainly set forth for us in the four gospels.  These men 
wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghost to write.   
 “And the veil shall divide unto you between the holy place and the most holy.” 
Since Christ is that veil that divides between the holy place and the most holy place.  
Those who come unto the most holy place must come through Christ as a great number of 
scriptures teach us of which the following is a small sample: 
  1. Rom. 3:24 “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus:” 
  2. Rom. 5:1 “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ:” 
  3. Rom. 5:11 “And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.” 



  4. Rom. 6:11 “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
  5. Rom. 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
  6. 1 Cor. 15:57 “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
  7. Gal. 4:7 “Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, 
then an heir of God through Christ.” 
  8. Heb. 10:10 “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 
  
 Footnotes: 

16) four Four - Spirit 

 There is a correlation in the scriptures between the number four and the work of 
the Holy Spirit. Interestingly, there are four Hebrew and Greek words that are translated 
into the English word Spirit. Similarly, there are four Hebrew and Greek words that are 
translated into the English word spiritual. There are numerous groupings of fours in the 
scriptures that correlate with the work of the Holy Spirit. While our chief endeavor in 
these writings is to study the working of the Holy Spirit, we will be trying to accomplish 
this by studying the numerous groupings in scriptures of four things. Some of the 
groupings of four showing this correlation are: 

  a. The river that was parted into four heads. 
  b. The four living creatures & four cherubims. 
  c. The four wheels. 
  d. The four horses. 
  e. The four beasts. 
  f. The four gospels. 
  g. The four winds. 
  h. Four-square things. 
  i. Four sore judgments. 
  j. Four carpenters. 
  k. Four gifts of gospel ministers. 
 

 
 

Exodus 26.34-37 
 

 Ex. 26:34 “And thou shalt put the mercy seat upon the ark of the testimony in the 
most holy place. 35 And thou shalt set the table without the veil, and the candlestick over 
against the table on the side of the tabernacle toward the south: and thou shalt put the 
table on the north side. 36 And thou shalt make an hanging for the door of the tent, of 
blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework. 37 And 



thou shalt make for the hanging five pillars of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold, 
and their hooks shall be of gold: and thou shalt cast five sockets of brass for them.” 
 “And thou shalt put the mercy seat upon the ark of the testimony in the most holy 
place.”  In the above passage we have described for us the placing of the furniture within 
the tabernacle.  The ark of testimony which represents Christ and his covenant work and 
the mercy seat properly belong in the most holy place.  Whereas the table and candlestick 
properly belong in the holy place.   
 The mercy seat was placed upon the Ark of the Covenant in the most holy place.  
The most holy place is typical of the glory world. The mercy seat represents God’s mercy 
towards his covenant children.  God’s mercy to his covenant children is based upon the 
fact that Christ through his covenant work redeemed them and forgave them of their sins 
and made them righteous before God.   
 “And thou shalt set the table without the veil, and the candlestick over against the 
table on the side of the tabernacle toward the south: and thou shalt put the table on the 
north side.”  The Lord revealed to us the significance of the candlestick in the book of 
Revelations: Rev. 1:20 “The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right 
hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.”  The 
lamps on the candlestick give light to the church and the table holds the source of food 
for the church.  These are properly placed in the holy place which is representative of the 
Lord’s church.   
 “And thou shalt make an hanging for the door of the tent, of blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework.  And thou shalt make for the 
hanging five pillars of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold, and their hooks shall be 
of gold: and thou shalt cast five sockets of brass for them.”   
 “And thou shalt make an hanging for the door of the tent, of blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework.”  The description of the door 
hanging sounds very similar to the description for the veil that separated between the holy 
place and the most holy place.  We know the veil represented the flesh of Christ and the 
colors described to us the fact that Christ was the perfect keeper of the law (blue), the 
royal one to come (purple), the prepared sacrifice to redeem his people from their sins 
(scarlet) and through his redeeming blood to make them righteous (fine twined linen.) 
 “And thou shalt make for the hanging five pillars of shittim wood, and overlay 
them with gold, and their hooks shall be of gold: and thou shalt cast five sockets of brass 
for them.”  Shittim wood is associated with the humanity of Christ and gold his divine 
kingship.  Five is representative of death and brass is representative of judgment.  Christ 
is both the son of man (shittim wood) and the son of God (gold).  Through  his atoning 
sacrifice (death) Christ brought the judgment (brass) of  righteousness to his covenant 
people.  We are able to enter into the church because of the fact that we have been made 
righteous before God.  Moreover, only those who have been made righteous before God 
are able to enter into the Church Kingdom of God.   
 
 
 
 
 



Exodus 27.1-8 
 

 Ex. 27:1 “And thou shalt make an altar of shittim wood, five cubits long, and five 
cubits broad; the altar shall be foursquare: and the height thereof shall be three cubits. 2 
And thou shalt make the horns of it upon the four corners thereof: his horns shall be of 
the same: and thou shalt overlay it with brass. 3 And thou shalt make his pans to receive 
his ashes, and his shovels, and his basins, and his fleshhooks, and his firepans: all the 
vessels thereof thou shalt make of brass. 4 And thou shalt make for it a grate of network 
of brass; and upon the net shalt thou make four brazen rings in the four corners thereof. 5 
And thou shalt put it under the compass of the altar beneath, that the net may be even to 
the midst of the altar. 6 And thou shalt make staves for the altar, staves of shittim wood, 
and overlay them with brass. 7 And the staves shall be put into the rings, and the staves 
shall be upon the two sides of the altar, to bear it. 8 Hollow with boards shalt thou make 
it: as it was showed thee in the mount, so shall they make it.” 
 This altar will become known as the brazen altar.  Upon this altar were placed the 
sin, peace, and burnt offerings that the children of Israel were called upon to make.  This 
altar was a shadow of the one great offering of Jesus Christ for the sins of his elect 
family.   
 The dimensions of the altar were five cubits by five cubits.  Five is the bible 
number associated with death.  Of course, Christ died for the sins of his people.   
 This altar was foursquare (17).  The term, "foursquare," implies precision. For 
something to be foursquare the four sides must all be the exact same length and the four 
corners must be exactly 90 degrees. The works and buildings of man are almost never 
that precise. The most precise instruments and machine measurements have some 
tolerances.  The sacrifice to redeem the sins of God’s people had to be perfect and precise 
and that is exactly what we find in the sacrificial atonement of Jesus Christ for his people. 
 The height of the altar was three cubits.  Three (18) is the bible number associated 
with the Godhead.  This altar of sacrifice reveals the work of the Godhead in redeeming 
God’s elect family. 
 The altar and all the vessels were of brass.  As we have previously shown, brass is 
the metal representing suffering and judgment.  Through the sufferings of Jesus Christ on 
the cross God has executed the judgment of the sins of the elect and has made them 
justified before God: 2 Cor. 5:21 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”   
 In the midst of the altar was a grate of network of brass.  It was upon this network 
of brass that the sacrifice was placed.   
 There were four brazen rings through which two staves of shittim wood overlaid 
with brass were placed in which to carry the brazen altar.  As we have previously shown 
four is associated with the work of the Holy Spirit.  There are four gospels which among 
other things describe to us the work and person of Jesus Christ.  Two is associated with 
the subject of witness.  Shittim wood is associated with humanity.  The message of 
salvation through the atoning blood of Christ is delivered to us through the witness of the 
gospel ministry.   
 “Hollow with boards shalt thou make it: as it was showed thee in the mount, so 
shall they make it.”  God did not allow any room for Moses or the children of Israel to 
deviate from the pattern that God gave to Moses. 



17)foursquare Four Square 
 
 The term, "four square," implies precision. For something to be four 
square the four sides must all be the exact same length and the four 
corners must be exactly 90 degrees. The works and buildings of man are 
almost never that precise. The most precise instruments and machine 
measurements have some tolerances. 
 Seven times in the scriptures we read of things that were to be four 
square. The first time is in Ex. 27:1, "And thou shalt make an altar of 
shittim wood, five cubits long and five cubits broad; the altar shall be 
four square: and the height thereof shall be three cubits. This brazen 
altar was where the burnt offering was made. There was to be a 
continual fire burning in the brazen altar and the lamb or other 
sacrifice was to be burnt on this brazen altar. Of course this ceremony 
typifies the sufferings of Jesus on the cross for his elect people.   
 The second time four square appears is in Ex. 28:15, 16, "And thou 
shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work Foursquare it 
shall be being doubled" This breastplate of judgment was worn next to 
the heart of the high priest when he went into the holy place. The 
names of the twelve tribes of Israel were inscribed on twelve stones 
that were arranged in rows on the breastplate of judgment. Thus the 
high priest bore the names of the children of Israel upon his heart in 
the breastplate of judgment when he went into the holy place for a 
memorial before the Lord continually. This typifies the Lord Jesus 
Christ bearing the elect family of God in his heart when he entered 
heaven itself offering his own blood for their sins and this offering 
being accepted of the Father. 
 The third time four square is mentioned is in Ex. 30:1, 2, "And thou 
shalt make an altar to burn incense upon of shittim wood shalt thou make 
it. A cubit shall be the length thereof and a cubit the breath thereof; 
four square shall it be: and two cubits shall be the height thereof: the 
horns thereof shall be the same." It was upon this golden incense altar 
that the high priest burned incense when he went into the holy place.  
According to Rev. 8:3, 4 this ceremony pointed to the intercessory work 
of Jesus Christ interceding on behalf of the elect family of God; "And 
another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and 
there was given him much incense, that he should offer it with the 
prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the 
throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of 
the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand." This 
harmonizes with Rom. 8:34, 35 where we are assured that Jesus Christ is 
at the right hand of God making intercessions for all the elect.               
 The fourth time foursquare is mentioned is in 1 Kings 7:31. We are 
told that in the buildings of the temple there were ten bases. Also 
upon the bases there were borders and engraved upon the borders were 
cherubims, lions, and palm trees. The borders were foursquare. The 



cherubims speak of heavenly messengers; the lions speak of kings; and 
the palm trees speak of victory and rest. Thus the scriptures given to 
us by God thru the heavenly messengers tell us of our King Jesus, who 
thru his redemptive work has gotten the victory over sin, death, hell and the grave for his 
elect and thus they have peace with God thru our Lord Jesus Christ and furthermore they 
are made kings and priests to God. 
 The fifth time foursquare is mentioned is in Ezek. 40:47: "So he 
measured the court, an hundred cubits long, and an hundred cubits broad, 
four square; and the altar that was before the house." While various 
chambers and buildings and the inner court was restricted to the 
priests, high priest, and prince, the outer court was open to all the 
people. This outer court was foursquare. The scripture tells us God's 
elect are a great multitude that no man can number, yet the kingdom of 
God is said to be a little flock. Today, carrying out the true worship 
of God is a little flock, yet God's elect are an innumerable host which 
no man can number and will ultimately have a home in the glory world.     
 The sixth time foursquare is mentioned is in Ezek. 48:20, "All the 
oblation shall be five and twenty thousand by five and twenty thousand; 
ye shall offer the holy oblation foursquare, with the possession of the 
city." This holy oblation of land that was offered was for all Israel.  
Of course Jesus offered himself as a lamb without spot or blemish that 
all the elect family of God will have an holy possession as heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. Thus we live in hope of an 
inheritance that is incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, but is reserved in heaven for you. 
 The seventh time foursquare is mentioned is in Rev. 21:16, "And the 
city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth" The 
city consists of God's elect family. Rom. 8:29, 30 describes this 
foursquare city: "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his Son that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also 
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified." Thus God's elect people lie in the 
midst of God's predestination, calling justification, and glorification.  
 Notice the precision of this covenant. All that God chose without the gain or loss 
of one are predestinated, called, justified, and glorified. Truly only God could be this 
precise so that none are lost, but all he chose in Christ before the foundation of the world 
are justified by the blood of Christ, called into spiritual life and glorified in the 
resurrection of the body at the last trump. May God be glorified for his wonderful works 
toward the elect of God. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



18) Three Three  
 
 The number three is associated in the scriptures with the subject of the Godhead.  
It is no coincidence that the word, "Godhead," appears exactly three times in the 
scriptures: 
  1.  Acts 17:29 "Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought 
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's 
device." 
  2.  Rom 1:20 "For the invisible things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:" 
  3.  Col 2:9 "For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily." 
 Based on reference 2 above, the Godhead is both invisible and clearly seen.  It is 
invisible to the eye, yet clearly seen by the things that God has made.   
 The Godhead is stated for us in 1 John 5:7 "For there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one."  The 
Godhead and how three are one is one of the great mysteries in the scriptures.  No man 
will ever be able to mine all the depths of this great mystery. 
 The Godhead with the associated number three, yet one, is seen by the things that 
God has made.  The number three, yet one, is God's signature on the things that he has 
made.  All great artists sign their work.  Furthermore, product manufacturers place their 
name on their products.  Writers place their name on their books, etc.  Most things of 
value, the authors or manufacturers want you to know who was responsible for them.  
God has placed his signature on all that he has made and done. 
 We see this pattern of the Godhead throughout the material universe in which 
God created.  We see this pattern of the Godhead in the writing of the bible.  We see this 
pattern of the Godhead in the things that God has directed to be made or done.  We see 
this pattern of the Godhead in the works of God.  We see this pattern of the Godhead in 
the worship service of the church and in the ordinances of the church.  It would appear 
that God has placed his signature (three, yet one) on everything that he has made and 
done. 
 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 27.9-18 
 
 Ex. 27:9 “And thou shalt make the court of the tabernacle: for the south side 
southward there shall be hangings for the court of fine twined linen of an hundred cubits 
long for one side: 10 And the twenty pillars thereof and their twenty sockets shall be of 
brass; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver. 11 And likewise for the 
north side in length there shall be hangings of an hundred cubits long, and his twenty 
pillars and their twenty sockets of brass; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets of silver. 
12 And for the breadth of the court on the west side shall be hangings of fifty cubits: their 



pillars ten, and their sockets ten. 13 And the breadth of the court on the east side eastward 
shall be fifty cubits.  
 14 The hangings of one side of the gate shall be fifteen cubits: their pillars three, 
and their sockets three. 15 And on the other side shall be hangings fifteen cubits: their 
pillars three, and their sockets three. 16 And for the gate of the court shall be an hanging 
of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with 
needlework: and their pillars shall be four, and their sockets four. 17 All the pillars round 
about the court shall be filleted with silver; their hooks shall be of silver, and their 
sockets of brass. 18 The length of the court shall be an hundred cubits, and the breadth 
fifty every where, and the height five cubits of fine twined linen, and their sockets of 
brass.” 
 The tabernacle is divided into three parts: the most holy place; the holy place; and 
the outer court.  The most holy place is a type of heaven.  The holy place is a type of the 
church kingdom; and the outer court is a type representative of the elect family of God.   
 Only Aaron and his qualifying male descendants who held the office of the high 
priest were allowed to go into the most holy place with the blood of a suitable sacrifice.  
Only the male descendants of Aaron who were the priests were allowed to go into the 
holy place.  All of the children of Israel were allowed access to the outer court of the 
tabernacle.   
 Similar to the above, our High Priest after the order of Melchisdec, Jesus Christ, 
entered into heaven having obtained eternal redemption for us.  The qualifying disciples 
of the Lord Jesus Christ enter into the church kingdom through water baptism.  The entire 
elect family of God is embraced by the blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ and is made 
righteous thereby. 
 The numbers and colors of the court of the tabernacle tell us the story of the elect 
family of God.  The total length of the perimeter hangings of the court is three hundred 
(19) cubits.  The number 300 is closely associated with the bible subject of faith.  There 
were twenty pillars for each of the length sides of the court.  Twenty is the bible number 
closely associated with service.  The height of the court was five cubits high.  Five is the 
bible number closely associated with death.  There were ten pillars for each of the breath 
sides of the court. Ten is closely associated with law or commandment.  Each of the 
breath sides of the court was fifty cubits long.  Fifty in the scriptures like the number 
eight is closely associated with new beginnings.  The hooks and fillets of the pillars were 
of silver.  Silver is closely associated with redemption.  The pillars and their sockets were 
of brass.  Brass is closely associated with judgment.   
 The hangings were made of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen.  Blue is 
closely associated in the scriptures with law or commandment.  Purple is closely 
associated with royalty.  Scarlet is closely associated with blood or war.  Fine twined 
linen is closely associated with righteousness.   
 The elect family of God is delivered from the curse of the law (blue) and 
redeemed (silver) and justified (brass) from their sins by the blood atonement (scarlet) of 
Jesus Christ: 
  1.  Gal. 3:10, 13 “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the 
curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them.” … “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 



the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree:” 
  2.  Rom. 3:24 “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus:” 
  3.  Eph. 1:7 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;” 
  4.  Col. 1:14 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins:” 
  5.  Heb. 9:12 “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own 
blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” 
  6.  Rom. 3:24 “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus:” 
  7.  Rom. 5:9 “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through him.” 
 Moreover, through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus (scarlet) we are made righteous 
(fine twined linen) in the sight of God: 2 Cor. 5:21 “For he hath made him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 
 The new or spiritual birth is a new beginning (fifty) for an elect child of God and 
imparts faith (300) to him: 
  1.  John 5:25 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now 
is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.” 
  2.  2 Cor. 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 
  3.  Gal. 6:15 “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.” 
  4.  Eph. 4:24 “And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness.” 
  5.  Gal. 5:22,23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no 
law.” 
  6. Heb. 12:2 “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
 In addition, through the new birth we are made royalty (purple) by Christ: Rev. 
1:5 “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, 
and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 
 Furthermore, as a result of the new birth we have been given a purpose for our 
lives and that purpose is to serve (twenty) God: 
  1.  Eph. 2:10 “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 
  2.  Rom. 1:9 “For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the 
gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers;” 



  3.  Rom. 7:6 “But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of 
the letter.” 
  4.  Rom. 12:1 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.” 
  5.  Gal. 5:13 “For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not 
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.” 
 “And for the gate of the court shall be an hanging of twenty cubits, of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework: and their pillars 
shall be four, and their sockets four.”   
 The gate of the court, the entrance to the holy place and the curtain unto the most 
holy place all have things in common.  They all show us that entrance to the court, to the 
Lord’s church kingdom, and into heaven itself is by and through the covenant work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  This covenant is spelled out for us in Rom. 8:29, 30: “For whom he 
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them 
he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them 
he also glorified.”  Please note that the work (silver) of this covenant is completely and 
totally the work of God.  In order to justify us before God, Christ had to keep the law 
(blue) perfectly and then present himself as a perfect sacrifice (scarlet) unto God.  The 
work (four) of the Holy Spirit in this covenant is evident in the effectual calling.  
Moreover, it is evident when Christ presented himself as an acceptable sacrifice unto the 
Father: Heb. 9:14 “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God?”   
 Additionally, by this covenant work Christ hath made us righteous (fine twined 
linen) before God as set forth for us in Rom. 8:33: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.”   
 The final result of this covenant is that we are made royalty (purple) as the sons 
and daughters of the King of kings.  We are born into the family of God through the 
miracle of the spiritual birth and our bodies are adopted into the family of God through 
the Lord Jesus Christ: Eph. 1:5 “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,”   
 

Footnote: 19) three hundred Three Hundred – Faith 
 

 There is a very strong correlation in the scriptures between the number 300 and 
the subject of faith.  This correlation is so strong that the words faith and its derivatives, 
faithful, faithfully, and faithfulness occur exactly 300 times in the King James translation 
of the New Testament.  In addition, the words, believe and its derivatives, belief, 
believeth, believing, and believer occur exactly 300 times in the scriptures.  There are 
between 30 and 40 writers of the Old and New Testaments whose writings spanned about 
a thousand years.  There is no way they could have collaborated together to come out 
with such statistics.  This was by the leadership of the Holy Spirit that such a correlation 
has been made even to the number of times the words appear in the scriptures.   



 
 
 
 

Exodus 27.19-21 
 

 Ex. 27:19 “All the vessels of the tabernacle in all the service thereof, and all the 
pins thereof, and all the pins of the court, shall be of brass. 20 And thou shalt command 
the children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the 
lamp to burn always. 21 In the tabernacle of the congregation without the veil, which is 
before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall order it from evening to morning before 
the LORD: it shall be a statute for ever unto their generations on the behalf of the 
children of Israel.” 
 “All the vessels of the tabernacle in all the service thereof, and all the pins 
thereof, and all the pins of the court, shall be of brass.”  As we have previously seen, 
brass is typical of suffering and judgment.  The vessels of the tabernacle including 
instruments used for various purposes.  Rom. 6:13 “Neither yield ye your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” To be 
useful an instrument must be able to withstand the fire.  Brass is a metal which 
withstands fire.  It is not consumed by the flame.  God’s children are judged in Jesus 
Christ and are also called upon to withstand many timely judgments.  Once we have been 
born of the Spirit of God we are made able to withstand the trials, persecutions, 
tribulations, and afflictions that come upon us and not be consumed by those trials, 
persecutions, tribulations, and afflictions.   
 “And thou shalt command the children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive 
beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to burn always.”  We are able to compare this 
having and using pure oil olive with the New Testament passage of the ten virgins: Matt: 
25:1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2 and five of them were wise, and five 
were foolish. 3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4 But 
the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept. 6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8 
And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 9 But 
the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye 
rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And while they went to buy, the 
bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the 
door was shut. 11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 
12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 13 Watch therefore, 
for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” 
 The wise virgins provided oil for their lamps.  Oil is the fuel that when combined 
with oxygen and a spark burns to produce the fire.  Olive oil, therefore, is like the 
scriptures.  The oxygen is synonymous with the Holy Spirit and the spark came when we 
were born of the Spirit of God.  Without the oil or without the oxygen or without the 
spark there would be no light.  Likewise, we would not produce spiritual light without the 



word of God, or without the Holy Spirit, or without the new or spiritual birth.  The Holy 
Spirit provides the last two.  We have to gather the first in order to produce the light so 
that we can let our light so shine before men that they may see our good works and 
glorify God.   
 “In the tabernacle of the congregation without the veil, which is before the 
testimony, Aaron and his sons shall order it from evening to morning before the LORD: it 
shall be a statute for ever unto their generations on the behalf of the children of Israel.” 
 In the holy place, without the veil, we see the commandment was for Aaron and 
his sons to order the lamp from evening to morning before the LORD.  In the New 
Testament economy, Christ is the High Priest and the children of God in the church are 
the holy priesthood:  
  1.  Heb. 3:1 “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, 
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;” 
  2.  1 Pet 2:5 “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”   
 The Lord told us to: Matt. 5:14 “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on 
an hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.” 
 
 

Exodus 28.1-3 
 

 Ex. 28:1 “And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from 
among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office, even 
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. 2 And thou shalt make holy 
garments for Aaron thy brother for glory and for beauty. 3 And thou shalt speak unto all 
that are wise hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make 
Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office.” 
 Aaron was to be the High Priest of the children of Israel.  His sons were to be the 
priests under Aaron.  This order would continue even after the death of Aaron, as the 
oldest qualified living son would ascend to the office of the High Priest and the male 
descendants of Aaron would be the priests.  The High Priest would go into the most holy 
place accomplishing the service God had assigned to him.  The priests would serve in the 
holy place accomplishing the service God assigned to them.   
 In the New Testament order, Jesus Christ is the High Priest after the order of 
Melchisedec.  The born-again children of God are assigned to the office of priests: 
  1.  Heb. 6:20 “Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made 
an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 
  2.  Rev. 1:5 “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the 
first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 



  3.  1 Pet. 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light:” 
  4.  1 Pet. 2:5 “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 
 Those who occupied the office of the High Priest and the priesthood had a 
requirement that they wear holy garments.  Not just any garments would do to serve in 
these offices.  They were to wear the garments ascribed to them by God.  These garments 
were for glory and for beauty.  In comparison to the Old Testament type, the Lord Jesus 
Christ wore holy garments for glory and for beauty and the children of God who occupy 
the office of priest also have a holy garment they are to wear in their service to God. 
 Aaron’s garments were to be made by those who were filled with the “spirit of 
wisdom.”  Likewise, Christ’s holy garments are made for him by the Holy Spirit of God.   
 Aaron’s garments consecrated (set him apart) that he may minister in the office of 
the High Priest.   
 
 

Exodus 28.4-5 
 

 Ex. 28:4 “And these are the garments which they shall make; a breastplate, and an 
ephod, and a robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre, and a girdle: and they shall make holy 
garments for Aaron thy brother, and his sons, that he may minister unto me in the priest's 
office. 5 And they shall take gold, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen.” 
 In the above are listed six garments that make up the holy garments of the High 
Priest.  Later in this chapter Moses was instructed to make linen britches for Aaron and 
his sons.  This brings to a total of seven garments that were to be on the high priest when 
he ministered in his office.  Seven is the bible number associated with completeness.  
These seven make up the complete covering needed by the high priest in order to minister 
in that office. 
 The garments were to be made of five materials which consist of five colors.  The 
colors are gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and white.  Five is associated in the scriptures with 
the subject of death.  Gold is associated with kings and kingdoms.  Blue is associated 
with law or commandment. Purple is associated with royalty.  Scarlet is associated with 
war or blood.  White is associated in the scriptures with righteousness.  These all point to 
the Royal (purple) King (gold=Christ) fulfilling the law (blue) to a jot and a tittle and 
making the perfect sacrifice on the cross (scarlet) to redeem his people from their sins 
and to impute his righteousness (white) unto them.  This was the work of our High Priest 
after the order of Melchisedic (Jesus Christ) who offered himself as a lamb without spot 
unto God.   
 
 

Exodus 28.6-12 
 

 Ex. 28:6 “And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, and of purple, of 
scarlet, and fine twined linen, with cunning work. 7 It shall have the two shoulder pieces 
thereof joined at the two edges thereof; and so it shall be joined together. 8 And the 



curious girdle of the ephod, which is upon it, shall be of the same, according to the work 
thereof; even of gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen. 9 And thou 
shalt take two onyx stones, and grave on them the names of the children of Israel: 10 Six 
of their names on one stone, and the other six names of the rest on the other stone, 
according to their birth. 11 With the work of an engraver in stone, like the engravings of 
a signet, shalt thou engrave the two stones with the names of the children of Israel: thou 
shalt make them to be set in ouches of gold. 12 And thou shalt put the two stones upon 
the shoulders of the ephod for stones of memorial unto the children of Israel: and Aaron 
shall bear their names before the LORD upon his two shoulders for a memorial.”   
 The ephod was the shoulder piece of the High Priests garments.  The shoulder is 
used throughout the scriptures as that part of the body associated with the carrying of 
burdens.  
  “And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, and of purple, of scarlet, and 
fine twined linen, with cunning work.” The ephod consisted of all five colors (gold, blue, 
purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen) indicating that the work being typified was the 
redemptive work of Jesus Christ who came to carry the burden of saving his people from 
their sins. 
 “It shall have the two shoulder pieces thereof joined at the two edges thereof; and 
so it shall be joined together.” In the ephod there were two shoulder pieces joined 
together.  This is typical of what Jesus said concerning himself as the Good Shepherd 
who came to save his sheep from their sins in John chapter 10: John 10:16 “And other 
sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.”  We are also told that the Lord’s 
people once consisted of twain (two) (Jews and Gentiles) but were joined together by the 
Lord’s work on the cross: Eph. 2:15 “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new 
man, so making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the 
cross, having slain the enmity thereby:”  We thus can conclude that Christ has carried the 
burden of his people, both among the Jews and among the Gentiles and that through his 
atoning sacrifice has joined them together as one.   
 “And the curious girdle of the ephod, which is upon it, shall be of the same, 
according to the work thereof; even of gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen.” Next, we are told that both the ephod and the curious girdle are made of 
the same materials, thus they are both associated with the covenant work of redemption 
of Jesus Christ.  More about the curious girdle will be explained later. 
 “And thou shalt take two onyx stones, and grave on them the names of the 
children of Israel:” The engraving upon two onyx stones the names of the children of 
Israel testifies to us that the high priest was representing the entirety of the nation of 
Israel and carrying their burdens.  The onyx is a white stone.  White is associated with 
righteousness.  Neither, the children of Israel nor we are righteous by our own merits.  
Therefore, we conclude that the high priest was to be bearing the burden in order to make 
the ones he represented righteous.  In type, our High Priest, Jesus Christ, bore the burden 
of the children of God, both Jew and Gentile, to obtain their righteous standing before 
God.   
 The names were engraved before the High Priest went about doing his work.  This 
speaks to us of God’s sovereign choice in the election of his people.   



 “Six of their names on one stone, and the other six names of the rest on the other 
stone, according to their birth.” In all there were twelve sons of the children of Israel after 
which were named the 12 tribes of Israel.  These twelve names represented the totality of 
the children of Israel.  Even when the number of the children of Israel multiplied to 
number in the millions, twelve still represented the entirety of Israel.  Twelve is used in 
the scriptures as a representative number.  Twelve represents the whole. 
 “With the work of an engraver in stone, like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou 
engrave the two stones with the names of the children of Israel: thou shalt make them to 
be set in ouches of gold.”  The signet is a signature ring.  It was the ring usually 
associated with a king who would sign his name to authenticate that which he signed as 
being signed by him and carried his full authority.  That the names were engraved like the 
engravings of a signet, teaches us that the names engraved had the full authority and 
authentication of the king.  This is typical of God’s choice of a people: Eph. 1:4 
“According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before him in love:” Moreover our names were written 
in a book: Rev. 21:27 “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in 
the Lamb's book of life.”   
 The engraved stones were set in ouches of gold.  They were engraved in onyx 
stone and set in ouches of gold.  In type they were engraved in the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ and set in the work of the King of kings. 
 “And thou shalt put the two stones upon the shoulders of the ephod for stones of 
memorial unto the children of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD 
upon his two shoulders for a memorial.”  This speaks to us of the duel work of the High 
Priest.  The High Priest bore the burden of the children of Israel and he interceded on 
their behalf by bearing their names before the LORD.  Typically this points to the work 
of Jesus Christ who bore our burdens before God and made us righteous with his imputed 
righteousness and stands at the right hand of God to ever make intercession for us. 
 
 

Exodus 28.13-30 
 

 Ex. 28:13 “And thou shalt make ouches of gold; 14 And two chains of pure gold 
at the ends; of wreathen work shalt thou make them, and fasten the wreathen chains to the 
ouches. 15 And thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work; after the 
work of the ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and 
of fine twined linen, shalt thou make it. 16 Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span 
shall be the length thereof, and a span shall be the breadth thereof.  
 17 And thou shalt set in it settings of stones, even four rows of stones: the first 
row shall be a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this shall be the first row. 18 And the 
second row shall be an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond. 19 And the third row a ligure, 
an agate, and an amethyst. 20 And the fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a jasper: they 
shall be set in gold in their enclosings. 21 And the stones shall be with the names of the 
children of Israel, twelve, according to their names, like the engravings of a signet; every 
one with his name shall they be according to the twelve tribes.  



 22 And thou shalt make upon the breastplate chains at the ends of wreathen work 
of pure gold. 23 And thou shalt make upon the breastplate two rings of gold, and shalt put 
the two rings on the two ends of the breastplate. 24 And thou shalt put the two wreathen 
chains of gold in the two rings which are on the ends of the breastplate. 25 And the other 
two ends of the two wreathen chains thou shalt fasten in the two ouches, and put them on 
the shoulder pieces of the ephod before it. 26 And thou shalt make two rings of gold, and 
thou shalt put them upon the two ends of the breastplate in the border thereof, which is in 
the side of the ephod inward. 27 And two other rings of gold thou shalt make, and shalt 
put them on the two sides of the ephod underneath, toward the forepart thereof, over 
against the other coupling thereof, above the curious girdle of the ephod. 28 And they 
shall bind the breastplate by the rings thereof unto the rings of the ephod with a lace of 
blue, that it may be above the curious girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate be not 
loosed from the ephod.  
 29 And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of 
judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the 
LORD continually. 30 And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the 
Thummim; and they shall be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before the LORD: and 
Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD 
continually.” 
 Of all the garments of the High Priest, there is more said of the breastplate of 
judgment than of any of the other garments.  Now all the garments represented very 
important things in the work of the High Priesthood of Jesus Christ.  The central theme of 
the High Priestly work of Jesus Christ is judgment. 
 “And thou shalt make ouches of gold; 14 And two chains of pure gold at the ends; 
of wreathen work shalt thou make them, and fasten the wreathen chains to the ouches. 15 
And thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work; after the work of the 
ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine 
twined linen, shalt thou make it. 16 Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span shall be 
the length thereof, and a span shall be the breadth thereof.”  The main purpose of the 
ouches of gold and the two chains of pure gold was to tie the breastplate of judgment to 
the ephod.  The fact is all the work of Jesus Christ in his High Priestly office is tied 
together.  The fact that both the ouches and the two chains were of pure gold (gold is 
associated with kings) suggests that the work is performed altogether by the King of 
kings.  Pure gold suggests there were no impurities in this joining.  This eliminates the 
works of men working in conjunction with the work of Christ in bringing about this 
judgment.   
 The breastplate of judgment was to be cunning work.  The word, cunning, means 
to be intertwined.  While there are several parts to this work, yet each part of the work is 
intertwined with the other parts.   
 “After the work of the ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, of blue, and of purple, 
and of scarlet, and of fine twined linen, shalt thou make it.” Again, like as in the ephod all 
five colors are a part of the breastplate of judgment.  These all point to the Royal (purple) 
King (gold=Christ) fulfilling the law (blue) to a jot and a tittle and making the perfect 
sacrifice on the cross (scarlet) to redeem his people from their sins and to impute his 
righteousness (white) unto them.  This was the work of our High Priest after the order of 
Melchisedic (Jesus Christ) who offered himself as a lamb without spot unto God.   



 “Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span shall be the length thereof, and a 
span shall be the breadth thereof.”  That the breastplate of judgment is foursquare tells us 
that the four sides are exactly equal and the corners are of a perfect 90 degrees.  Do we 
find a passage of scripture that fits the pattern suggested concerning the judgment of God 
that is foursquare with each side equal?  Yes we find this passage in Romans 8:29, 30: 
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom 
he justified, them he also glorified.”  Notice that all that God foreknew have four actions 
that God takes towards them: They are predestinated, called, justified, and glorified.  
Notice that the four actions embrace exactly all that God foreknew.  That is, the same 
ones he predestinated, he also called, and the same ones he called, he also justified, and 
the same ones he justified, he also glorified.  Each action embraces the exact same ones 
that God foreknew without the addition or subtraction of a single one. 
 “And thou shalt set in it settings of stones, even four rows of stones: the first row 
shall be a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this shall be the first row. And the second row 
shall be an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond. And the third row a ligure, an agate, and 
an amethyst. And the fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a jasper: they shall be set in 
gold in their enclosings. And the stones shall be with the names of the children of Israel, 
twelve, according to their names, like the engravings of a signet; every one with his name 
shall they be according to the twelve tribes.”   
 In the breastplate of judgment there are 12 names.  These names are the names of 
the children of Israel.  Each name represents the entire tribe which proceeded from that 
son of Israel.  Thus the entirety of Israel was embraced by the 12 stones.   
 There were four rows of names.  Four in the scriptures is associated with the work 
of the Holy Spirit.  In type these twelve names which represented all of Israel are typical 
of the entire family of God who bear the work of the Holy Spirit in that they have been 
born of the Spirit.   
 “They shall be set in gold in their enclosings.” Once again, the use of the metal or 
color gold, shows us that this work is the work of a king (King Jesus).   
 The twelve names were engraved with the engravings of a signet.  This signifies 
that the stones and their names bear the authority and authenticity of the King who chose 
them.   
 That there are twelve different stones suggests to us that those represented 
maintained their own identity.  The elect children of God are not going to be clones of 
one another in heaven.  We will still have our own identity.   
 Each of the twelve tribes were engraved on precious stones as all the stones are 
precious.  In the sight of God all of his children are precious.  
 “And thou shalt make upon the breastplate chains at the ends of wreathen work of 
pure gold. And thou shalt make upon the breastplate two rings of gold, and shalt put the 
two rings on the two ends of the breastplate. And thou shalt put the two wreathen chains 
of gold in the two rings which are on the ends of the breastplate. And the other two ends 
of the two wreathen chains thou shalt fasten in the two ouches, and put them on the 
shoulder pieces of the ephod before it. And thou shalt make two rings of gold, and thou 
shalt put them upon the two ends of the breastplate in the border thereof, which is in the 
side of the ephod inward. And two other rings of gold thou shalt make, and shalt put them 



on the two sides of the ephod underneath, toward the forepart thereof, over against the 
other coupling thereof, above the curious girdle of the ephod. And they shall bind the 
breastplate by the rings thereof unto the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, that it may 
be above the curious girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate be not loosed from the 
ephod.”   
 It is abundantly apparent in the above passage that the breastplate of judgment is 
bound unto the two shoulder pieces of the ephod.  This connects the work of the high 
priest in bearing the burdens of the twelve tribes with the judgment brought about by the 
high priest.  Thus, the high priest was to bear the burden of the entirety of Israel and he 
was to execute the judgment on behalf of the entirety of Israel.  This in turn points us to 
our High Priest Jesus Christ who bore our sins burden to the cross of Calvary and through 
his offering of himself as a lamb without spot or blemish he brought eternal judgment to 
the same ones for which he bore their burdens.   
 The coupling was arranged in such a way that the breastplate would not be loosed 
from the ephod.  Since the names in the ephod and the names in the breastplate are the 
exact same ones, then the high priestly work was to bring judgment to all that he was to 
bear their burdens.  If he failed then the work was flawed.  Of course, Christ as our High 
Priest cannot fail and all for whom he died are brought into a righteous state before God.    
 “And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of 
judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the 
LORD continually.”  Aaron was to have the entirety of Israel upon his heart when he 
went into the holy place to make sacrifice for them.  If he failed in his duty then he would 
have come out with a broken heart.  Likewise, Jesus Christ had the entirety of the elect 
family of God upon his heart when he went to execute the judgment of God upon the 
cross of Calvary.  If he failed to redeem even one from the wrathful judgment of their 
sins, then he would have had a broken heart.  Obviously Christ could not fail and did not 
fail as all those for whom he died are justified from their sins and will live with God in 
heaven one day. 
 
  “And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; 
and they shall be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron 
shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD 
continually.” 
 Urim is the ocular brilliancy of the figures in the high priests breastplate.  
Thummin is the epithet of the objects in the high priests breastplate as an emblem of 
complete Truth.  Sometimes they are referred to as lights and perfection.  The brilliancy 
associated with the twelve stones in type suggests the glory to be revealed in the children 
of God at the last day.  Moreover, the work that brought this brilliancy is based on the 
perfect work of Jesus Christ in keeping the law to a jot and a tittle and presenting himself 
before God as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of his people.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exodus 29 Preface 
 

 This chapter introduces us to several themes that are developed in much greater 
detail in other places, especially the book of Leviticus.   
 This chapter introduces us to seven Old Testament sacrifices or offerings that all 
point us to the work of Jesus Christ.  These sacrifices are as follows: 
  1.  Sin offering 
  2.  Burnt offering 
  3.  Peace offering 
  4.  Meat offering 
  5.  Drink offering 
  6.  Wave offering 
  7.  Heave offering. 
 This chapter also introduces us to the use of the words: consecrate; hallow; and 
sanctify.  While all three terms have similar meanings, yet, there are some differences 
between the Hebrew words used for consecrate and the Hebrew words used for hallow or 
sanctify.  The words, hallow and sanctify, come from the same Hebrew word and carry 
the connotation of cleansing for a holy use.  Whereas, the Hebrew words for consecrate 
carries the idea of a complete preparation and setting apart for a holy use. 
 Additionally, we are introduced to the morning and the evening sacrifice that was 
to be carried out and observed by the children of Israel into perpetuity.   
 There are five animals used in the sacrifices or offerings that God gave unto the 
children of Israel.  These are as follows: 
  a. Cattle 
  b. Goats 
  c. Sheep 
  d. Dove or Pigeon 
  e. Turtle Dove.   
 The bullock is a beast of labor.  The bullock in the offerings was symbolic of the 
labors of Christ who was offered for our sins and accepted of God.   
 Goats represent God’s eternal judgment of sin. 
 Sheep are frequently used to represent God’s elect people. 
 The turtledove is often referred to as the love bird as the male and female have 
been often observed paired in a nestled position. 
 The words, dove or pigeon, appear 42 times in the scripture.  The number 42 is 
associated with God’s covenants.  Thus, the dove or pigeon is representative of the 
Lord’s covenant people or church.   
 The shoulder is associated throughout the scriptures with the carrying of burdens.  
The heave offering is always associated with the shoulder.   
 The breast is associated mostly with the wave offering.  Otherwise it is associated 
with intimacy and nurturing.   
 
 
 
 
 



Exodus 29.1-4 
 

 Ex. 29:1 “And this is the thing that thou shalt do unto them to hallow them, to 
minister unto me in the priest's office: Take one young bullock, and two rams without 
blemish, 2 And unleavened bread, and cakes unleavened tempered with oil, and wafers 
unleavened anointed with oil: of wheaten flour shalt thou make them. 3 And thou shalt 
put them into one basket, and bring them in the basket, with the bullock and the two 
rams. 4 And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and shalt wash them with water.” 
 “Take one young bullock, and two rams without blemish,” This introduces us to 
the principle of animal sacrifice that points us to the sacrificial atonement of Jesus Christ.  
In the scriptures, the bullock or cattle are used as beast of burden.  The bullock calls us to 
the work of Christ and the burden that he carried.  Rams or sheep are used typically as a 
representation of God’s covenant people.  This points us to the fact that Christ came as a 
representative of God’s covenant people to save them from their sins.   
 “And unleavened bread, and cakes unleavened tempered with oil, and wafers 
unleavened anointed with oil: of wheaten flour shalt thou make them.”  Unleavened bread 
is to be distinguished in the scriptures from bread that is leavened.  Leaven represents 
things such as false doctrine, pride, wickedness, malice, and sin.  That, which is 
unleavened, represents sincerity and truth and purity.  The Lord used unleavened bread in 
the communion service to represent his pure sinless body.   
 Kings and High Priests were anointed with oil.  This teaches us in type that Christ 
not only came to save his people from their sins, but also to reign as King in the kingdom 
of God and High Priest after the order of Melchisedec for his people. 
 “And thou shalt put them into one basket, and bring them in the basket, with the 
bullock and the two rams. 4 And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and shalt wash them with water.”  We note in this passage 
that which is to be used in sacrifice is also tied together with a washing.   
 The washing of Aaron and his sons was done to them.  Later they will do some 
washing.  This is significant in that the children of God are first washed by God in the 
washing of regeneration and afterwards they are taught that they are to do some personal 
cleaning in their own lives.  The washing of regeneration cleanses us from our sins and 
the cleansing we are to do, cleans our walk of discipleship.   
 Likewise to our subject passage, Christ sacrificially atoned for our sins at the 
cross of Calvary.  Moreover, this work of atonement is applied to us in the washing of 
regeneration by the Holy Ghost.  This ties together justification and the effectual calling 
of God in regeneration or new birth.   
 
 

Exodus 29.5-9 
 

 Ex. 29:5 And thou shalt take the garments, and put upon Aaron the coat, and the 
robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him with the curious 
girdle of the ephod: 6 And thou shalt put the mitre upon his head, and put the holy crown 
upon the mitre. 7 Then shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour it upon his head, and 
anoint him. 8 And thou shalt bring his sons, and put coats upon them. 9 And thou shalt 



gird them with girdles, Aaron and his sons, and put the bonnets on them: and the priest's 
office shall be theirs for a perpetual statute: and thou shalt consecrate Aaron and his 
sons.” 
 Verses 5-7 teaches us that the High Priest had to have the proper garments on and 
be anointed with the anointing oil before he could be set apart to minister in his office.  
All of the garments as we studied in chapter 28 pointed us to the person and work of 
Jesus Christ and all his holy attributes, we see the necessity that Christ be perfectly 
clothed with all these things those garments pointed to in order to serve as the High Priest 
after the order of Melchisidec.   
 Verses 8 and 9 teach us that the sons of Aaron had also to be clothed with the 
appointed garments in order to minister in their office.  In comparison, we as children of 
God must be clothed with the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ and be clothed with 
humility in order to minister unto the Lord’s people as his disciples.   
 
 

Exodus 29.10-14 
 

 Ex. 29:10 “And thou shalt cause a bullock to be brought before the tabernacle of 
the congregation: and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the head of the 
bullock. 11 And thou shalt kill the bullock before the LORD, by the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation. 12 And thou shalt take of the blood of the bullock, and 
put it upon the horns of the altar with thy finger, and pour all the blood beside the bottom 
of the altar. 13 And thou shalt take all the fat that covereth the inwards, and the caul that 
is above the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, and burn them upon 
the altar. 14 But the flesh of the bullock, and his skin, and his dung, shalt thou burn with 
fire without the camp: it is a sin offering.” 
 “And thou shalt cause a bullock to be brought before the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the head of the bullock.” 
In Lev. 16:21, 22 we are taught the significance of the laying on the hands upon the head 
of the animal as follow: “And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live 
goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their 
transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him 
away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: And the goat shall bear upon him all 
their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.”  
Thus, the laying on of the hands of the priests upon the hand of the sacrifice is to 
symbolically show the transfer of sins from the sinner to the sacrifice.  Of course, this is 
illustrative of the transfer of the sins of God’s elect children from the elect children unto 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who as the lamb of God died for the sins of his elect children. 
 “And thou shalt kill the bullock before the LORD, by the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation.”  The bullock in the scriptures is a beast of burden and this slaying of 
the bullock symbolically represents that Christ bore the burden of the sins of his elect 
family and delivered them by his death. 
 “And thou shalt take of the blood of the bullock, and put it upon the horns of the 
altar with thy finger, and pour all the blood beside the bottom of the altar.”  We are taught 
in the scriptures that the life is in the blood.  This symbolically shows us that it took the 
blood of Jesus Christ to redeem us from our sins. 



 “And thou shalt take all the fat that covereth the inwards, and the caul that is 
above the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, and burn them upon 
the altar.”  The fat of the animal was considered the richness of the animal as the fat was 
what gave the meat its flavor and the fat was also used in cooking by the people and in 
the making of other useful products such as soap, etc.  Christ showed his great richness 
towards us when he suffered for us upon the cross to redeem us from our sins. 
 “But the flesh of the bullock, and his skin, and his dung, shalt thou burn with fire 
without the camp: it is a sin offering.”  Heb. 13:11 “For the bodies of those beasts, whose 
blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the 
camp. 12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, 
suffered without the gate. 13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, 
bearing his reproach.”  Thus, Heb. 13:11-13 teaches us that the sin offering is a type of 
the perfect sin offering of Jesus Christ.  The sin offering is illustrative as the word, sin, 
infers Christ’s offering of himself for the sins of his people. 
 
 

Exodus 29.15-18 
 

 Ex. 29:15 “Thou shalt also take one ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put their 
hands upon the head of the ram. 16 And thou shalt slay the ram, and thou shalt take his 
blood, and sprinkle it round about upon the altar. 17 And thou shalt cut the ram in pieces, 
and wash the inwards of him, and his legs, and put them unto his pieces, and unto his 
head. 18 And thou shalt burn the whole ram upon the altar: it is a burnt offering unto the 
LORD: it is a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the LORD.”   
 Fire is often used as a symbol of God’s righteous wrathful judgment against sin.  
The burnt offering consumed the animal that was sacrificed.   
 “Thou shalt also take one ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon 
the head of the ram.”  As with the sin offering, this was symbolic of the transfer of sins of 
the sinner unto the animal that was sacrificed, which represented in type the transfer of 
the sins of God’s elect family unto the one who was made to be sin for us, Jesus Christ.   
 “And thou shalt slay the ram, and thou shalt take his blood, and sprinkle it round 
about upon the altar.”  This is similar to the sin offering as the shedding of blood was 
necessary for the remission of sins: Heb. 9:22 “And almost all things are by the law 
purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.”  Also, the ram is used 
in the scripture as a type of God’s people and thus, Christ was representing the people of 
God when he died for them on the cross. 
 “And thou shalt cut the ram in pieces, and wash the inwards of him, and his legs, 
and put them unto his pieces, and unto his head.”  This shows us that the ram had to be 
clean as a burnt offering.  An unclean ram would not have been acceptable as a burnt 
offering.  Again, the figure points us to Jesus Christ who was altogether without sin 
before God and it took one who was totally clean without sin to suffer God’s wrathful 
judgment for the sins of his people.   
 “And thou shalt burn the whole ram upon the altar: it is a burnt offering unto the 
LORD: it is a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the LORD.”  The burnt 
offering was to illustrate Christ suffering on behalf of his people.  The end result of that 
suffering was a sweet savour unto God.  Likewise, we read of Christ in Heb. 12:2 



“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.”  The end result of Christ’s suffering on the cross was the joy that he 
had redeemed his people from their sins.  
 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 29.19-22 
 

 Ex. 29:19 “And thou shalt take the other ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put 
their hands upon the head of the ram. 20 Then shalt thou kill the ram, and take of his 
blood, and put it upon the tip of the right ear of Aaron, and upon the tip of the right ear of 
his sons, and upon the thumb of their right hand, and upon the great toe of their right foot, 
and sprinkle the blood upon the altar round about. 21 And thou shalt take of the blood 
that is upon the altar, and of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it upon Aaron, and upon his 
garments, and upon his sons, and upon the garments of his sons with him: and he shall be 
hallowed, and his garments, and his sons, and his sons' garments with him. 22 Also thou 
shalt take of the ram the fat and the rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards, and the 
caul above the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, and the right 
shoulder; for it is a ram of consecration:” 
 The ram in the above passage is said to be the ram of consecration.  The sacrifice 
of this ram was designed to symbolically consecrate or set apart Aaron and his sons for 
the work that they were to perform in their service to God and his people.   
 “And thou shalt take the other ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands 
upon the head of the ram.”  Once again, this represents the transfer of the sins of God’s 
people unto the person of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for our sins at the cross of 
Calvary. 
 “Then shalt thou kill the ram, and take of his blood, and put it upon the tip of the 
right ear of Aaron, and upon the tip of the right ear of his sons, and upon the thumb of 
their right hand, and upon the great toe of their right foot, and sprinkle the blood upon the 
altar round about.”  Just as the sins of the Lord’s people was transfer to the Lord Jesus 
Christ so the blood of Christ is applied to the Lord’s people to cleans and consecrate 
them.  This principle is taught us in 2 Cor. 5:21: “For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 
 “And thou shalt take of the blood that is upon the altar, and of the anointing oil, 
and sprinkle it upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, and upon the 
garments of his sons with him: and he shall be hallowed, and his garments, and his sons, 
and his sons' garments with him.”  Here we have illustrated both a cleansing and an 
anointing to consecrate Aaron and his sons.  Typically this principle is taught us in Titus 
3:4 “But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5 Not 
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;” Therefore in the new 
birth our soul is cleansed by the blood of Christ and we are consecrated or set apart with 
the ability to worship and serve God and his people. 



Exodus 29:23-28 
 
 Ex. 29:23 “And one loaf of bread, and one cake of oiled bread, and one wafer out 
of the basket of the unleavened bread that is before the LORD: 24 And thou shalt put all 
in the hands of Aaron, and in the hands of his sons; and shalt wave them for a wave 
offering before the LORD. 25 And thou shalt receive them of their hands, and burn them 
upon the altar for a burnt offering, for a sweet savour before the LORD: it is an offering 
made by fire unto the LORD. 26 And thou shalt take the breast of the ram of Aaron's 
consecration, and wave it for a wave offering before the LORD: and it shall be thy part. 
27 And thou shalt sanctify the breast of the wave offering, and the shoulder of the heave 
offering, which is waved, and which is heaved up, of the ram of the consecration, even of 
that which is for Aaron, and of that which is for his sons: 28 And it shall be Aaron's and 
his sons' by a statute for ever from the children of Israel: for it is an heave offering: and it 
shall be an heave offering from the children of Israel of the sacrifice of their peace 
offerings, even their heave offering unto the LORD.” 
 In this passage of scripture there are three offerings brought together: the wave 
offering; the heave offering; and the peace offering.   
 “And one loaf of bread, and one cake of oiled bread, and one wafer out of the 
basket of the unleavened bread that is before the LORD:”  As we have previously shown, 
that the unleavened bread is a representative of the Lord’s sinless body.  Also, we showed 
that unleavened bread representing that which is sincere, truth, and pure.  All these things 
point us to the perfect body of Jesus Christ. 
 “And thou shalt put all in the hands of Aaron, and in the hands of his sons; and 
shalt wave them for a wave offering before the LORD.”  The timing of the wave offering 
is revealed to us in Lev. 23:15, 16: And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after 
the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths 
shall be complete: Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty 
days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD.”  Thus, the wave offering 
was to be offered fifty days before Pentecost.  This was the day in which Christ rose from 
the grave.  Thus, the wave offering signifies Christ’s victorious rising and delivering his 
people from sin, death, hell, the grave, and Satan.   
 “And thou shalt receive them of their hands, and burn them upon the altar for a 
burnt offering, for a sweet savour before the LORD: it is an offering made by fire unto 
the LORD.”  This ties together Christ’s sufferings on the cross with his victorious rising 
from the grave.   
 “And thou shalt take the breast of the ram of Aaron's consecration, and wave it for 
a wave offering before the LORD: and it shall be thy part. And thou shalt sanctify the 
breast of the wave offering, and the shoulder of the heave offering, which is waved, and 
which is heaved up, of the ram of the consecration, even of that which is for Aaron, and 
of that which is for his sons:”   
 The use of the breast in the wave offering signifies Christ’s love for his children.  
This was his motivation for suffering and dying for the elect family of God.   
 The shoulder of the heave offering signifies, the burden Christ carried for his elect 
family and the subsequent victory when he arose from the grave. 
 It is through the blood of Christ and his victorious rising that we are consecrated 
to serve as his disciples and be a holy priesthood unto the Lord.   



 “And it shall be Aaron's and his sons' by a statute for ever from the children of 
Israel: for it is an heave offering: and it shall be an heave offering from the children of 
Israel of the sacrifice of their peace offerings, even their heave offering unto the LORD.” 
 As we have previously shown the connection between the wave offering and the 
heave offering, now we see the connection between the heave offering and the peace 
offering.  It is through Christ’s sufferings on behalf of his elect family and his victorious 
rising that we have peace with God, which is what the peace offering represents.   
 

Exodus 29.29-30 
 

 Ex. 29:29 “And the holy garments of Aaron shall be his sons' after him, to be 
anointed therein, and to be consecrated in them. 30 And that son that is priest in his stead 
shall put them on seven days, when he cometh into the tabernacle of the congregation to 
minister in the holy place.”   
 Thus, the priesthood of Aaron was to be passed down from generation to 
generation.  It was not a continuing priesthood.  In this, the priesthood of Christ after the 
order of Melchisedec was far superior to the priesthood of Aaron.  The priesthood of 
Christ being an eternal priesthood, he was perfect to make the perfect sacrifice and to 
ever make intercession for the sins of His people.   
 While the priesthood of Aaron changed with every successive generation, the 
same holy garments were to be worn by the descending sons of Aaron in the High 
Priesthood.  In these garments the succeeding priest was to be consecrated and anointed.  
He was to wear these garments for seven days.  The number seven signifies completion.  
This points us to the fact that once Christ had completed his work, then the work was 
completed forever as there would be no succeeding High Priest after Christ as his 
priesthood is an everlasting priesthood.   
 
 

Exodus 29:31-34 
 

 Ex. 29:31 “And thou shalt take the ram of the consecration, and seethe his flesh in 
the holy place. 32 And Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram, and the bread 
that is in the basket, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 33 And they shall 
eat those things wherewith the atonement was made, to consecrate and to sanctify them: 
but a stranger shall not eat thereof, because they are holy. 34 And if ought of the flesh of 
the consecrations, or of the bread, remain unto the morning, then thou shalt burn the 
remainder with fire: it shall not be eaten, because it is holy.” 
 “And thou shalt take the ram of the consecration, and seethe his flesh in the holy 
place. 32 And Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram, and the bread that is in 
the basket, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 33 And they shall eat those 
things wherewith the atonement was made, to consecrate and to sanctify them:” Here the 
sacrificed ram was to be eaten by Aaron and his sons along with the bread in the basket.  
The bread represents the pure sinless body of Christ whereas the ram represents Christ 
sacrificial atonement on the cross.   
 The above passage of scripture points us to John 6:53, 54 “Then Jesus said unto 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 



his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”  The elect family of God have been 
made to drink of the blood of Christ and to eat the flesh of Christ through the miracle of 
the new or spiritual birth.  As a result they have eternal life.  Notice the Lord’s wording 
above:  He said that if you eat not of his flesh and drink his blood then you have no life in 
you.  However, those who hath eternal life are the ones who eat his flesh and drink his 
blood and they will be raised up at the last day.  Thus, you had to already have eternal life 
in order to eat his flesh and drink his blood.    
 “but a stranger shall not eat thereof, because they are holy. And if ought of the 
flesh of the consecrations, or of the bread, remain unto the morning, then thou shalt burn 
the remainder with fire: it shall not be eaten, because it is holy.”  The stranger in this 
passage would be symbolically representative of the non-elect.   
 
 

Exodus 29.35-37 
 

 Ex. 29:35 “And thus shalt thou do unto Aaron, and to his sons, according to all 
things which I have commanded thee: seven days shalt thou consecrate them. 36 And 
thou shalt offer every day a bullock for a sin offering for atonement: and thou shalt 
cleanse the altar, when thou hast made an atonement for it, and thou shalt anoint it, to 
sanctify it. 37 Seven days thou shalt make an atonement for the altar, and sanctify it; and 
it shall be an altar most holy: whatsoever toucheth the altar shall be holy.”   
 Seven days Aaron and his sons were to be consecrated.  Each day a bullock for a 
sin offering was made for their atonement.  Moreover, the atonement for the altar was to 
be for a period of seven days.  Seven is the bible number representing completion.  Thus 
both Aaron and his sons and the altar were to be completed atoned for.  The atonement 
served to consecrate them to serve in the office of the High Priest and in the office of the 
priesthood.   
 The altar is where the sacrifice was made.  The altar in the Old Testament days 
was originally an altar of stones.  Later with the giving of the law, the altar was a brazen 
altar where the sacrifices were laid.  In these New Testament days we have another altar 
as shown by the following verses of scripture: 
  1. Heb.13:10 “We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which 
serve the tabernacle.” 
  2. Rev. 8:3 “And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a 
golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with 
the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the 
smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God 
out of the angel's hand. 5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, 
and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an 
earthquake.” 
 Notice that the angel filled the censer with fire of the altar.  In this passage the 
censer is Christ’s intercessory work.  The angel is Christ. The “fire of the altar” is 
Christ’s sacrificial atonement on behalf of his people.  Today we make our spiritual 
offerings upon Christ’s sacrificial atonement. 



 The atoning work of Christ along with our spiritual birth completely consecrates 
us to serve in the office of the holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices unto God: 1 Pet. 
2:5 “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer 
up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 
  
 
 

Exodus 29.38-42 
 

 Ex. 29:38 “Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar; two lambs of the 
first year day by day continually. 39 The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and 
the other lamb thou shalt offer at even: 40 And with the one lamb a tenth deal of flour 
mingled with the fourth part of an hin of beaten oil; and the fourth part of an hin of wine 
for a drink offering. 41 And the other lamb thou shalt offer at even, and shalt do thereto 
according to the meat offering of the morning, and according to the drink offering 
thereof, for a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 42 This shall be a 
continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation before the LORD: where I will meet you, to speak there unto thee.” 
 This was the ordinance of the morning sacrifice and the evening sacrifice.  This 
ordinance was to be observed daily throughout their generations.  The lamb of both the 
morning sacrifice and of the evening sacrifice was to be accompanied by the unleavened 
bread offering and the drink offering of wine.  When the Lord instituted the communion 
service with the disciples we note the significance of the unleavened bread and the wine: 
Matt. 26:26 “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and 
gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 27 And he took the cup, and 
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 28 For this is my blood of the 
new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”  The unleavened bread 
represented the perfect sinless body of Christ and the wine represented the blood of 
Christ.  This New Testament ordinance like the Old Testament ordinance points us to the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ upon the cross, where he as the Lamb of God offered his body 
unto God for the sins of his people and shed his blood to redeem his people from their 
sins.   
 It is interesting to note that the children of Israel observed the morning sacrifice 
which was made at the 3rd hour of the day and the evening sacrifice which was made at 
the 9th hour of the day for a period of about 1500 years.  Yet, when Christ hang on the 
cross from the 3rd hour to the 9th hour, very few of them at that time even considered that 
this was the Christ! 
 “This shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD: where I will meet you, to speak 
there unto thee.”  Please note here that the Lord promised to meet with and speak to the 
people at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation where the continual burnt 
offering was to be made.  Christ through the Holy Comforter speaks to his people today 
based on his sacrificial atonement for them at the cross. 
 
 
 



Exodus 29.43-46 
 

 Ex. 29:43 “And there I will meet with the children of Israel, and the tabernacle 
shall be sanctified by my glory. 44 And I will sanctify the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and the altar: I will sanctify also both Aaron and his sons, to minister to me in the priest's 
office. 45 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God. 46 And 
they shall know that I am the LORD their God, that brought them forth out of the land of 
Egypt, that I may dwell among them: I am the LORD their God.” 
 In this passage we have a promise of things to come.  The tabernacle was 
sanctified by God’s glory after that it was erected and all the furnishings had been placed.  
We read of this in Exodus 40:34 “Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and 
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter into the 
tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD 
filled the tabernacle. 36 And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the 
children of Israel went onward in all their journeys: 37 But if the cloud were not taken up, 
then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken up.”  I will have a lot more to write 
about this when we get to chapter 40.   
 
 

Exodus 30.1-6 
 

 Ex. 30:1 “And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon: of shittim 
wood shalt thou make it. 2 A cubit shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the 
breadth thereof; foursquare shall it be: and two cubits shall be the height thereof: 
the horns thereof shall be of the same. 3 And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, 
the top thereof, and the sides thereof round about, and the horns thereof; and thou 
shalt make unto it a crown of gold round about. 4 And two golden rings shalt thou 
make to it under the crown of it, by the two corners thereof, upon the two sides of 
it shalt thou make it; and they shall be for places for the staves to bear it withal. 5 
And thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. 6 
And thou shalt put it before the veil that is by the ark of the testimony, before the 
mercy seat that is over the testimony, where I will meet with thee.” 
 The children of Israel were to make an additional altar besides the brazen 
altar that was before the tabernacle.  This was an incense altar on which the High 
Priest would burn incense.  The altar was to be foursquare: 
 Four Square 
 The term, "four square," implies precision. For something to be four 
square the four sides must all be the exact same length and the four corners must 
be exactly 90 degrees. The works and buildings of man are almost never that 
precise. The most precise instruments and machine measurements have some 
tolerances. 
 This is the third time in the scriptures we read of things that were to be 
four square.  
 The first time is in Ex. 27:1, "And thou shalt make an altar of shittim 
wood, five cubits long and five cubits broad; the altar shall be four square: and the 
height thereof shall be three cubits. This brazen altar was where the burnt offering 



was made. There was to be a continual fire burning in the brazen altar and the 
lamb or other sacrifice was to be burnt on this brazen altar. Of course this 
ceremony typifies the sufferings of Jesus on the cross for his elect people.   
 The second time four square appears is in Ex. 28:15, 16, "And thou shalt 
make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work Foursquare it shall be being 
doubled" This breastplate of judgment was worn next to the heart of the high 
priest when he went into the holy place. The names of the twelve tribes of Israel 
were inscribed on twelve stones that were arranged in rows on the breastplate of 
judgment. Thus the high priest bore the names of the children of Israel upon his 
heart in the breastplate of judgment when he went into the holy place for a 
memorial before the Lord continually. This typifies the Lord Jesus Christ bearing 
the elect family of God in his heart when he entered heaven itself offering his own 
blood for their sins and this offering being accepted of the Father. 
 The third time four square is mentioned is in Ex. 30:1, 2, "And thou shalt 
make an altar to burn incense upon of shittim wood shalt thou make it. A cubit 
shall be the length thereof and a cubit the breath thereof; four square shall it be: 
and two cubits shall be the height thereof: the horns thereof shall be the same." It 
was upon this golden incense altar that the high priest burned incense when he 
went into the holy place.  According to Rev. 8:3, 4 this ceremony pointed to the 
intercessory work of Jesus Christ interceding on behalf of the elect family of God; 
"And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there 
was given him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints 
upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, 
which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the 
angel's hand." This harmonizes with Rom. 8:34, 35 where we are assured that 
Jesus Christ is at the right hand of God making intercessions for all the elect.          
 Next, the incense altar was to be made of shittim wood and was to be 
overlaid with pure gold.  The shittim wood is a destructible material whereas the 
gold is an indestructible material.  Thus, the incense altar would be symbolic of 
one who had both a mortal nature and an immortal nature.  The incense altar 
would be symbolic of the person of Jesus Christ as he walked upon the earth.   
 Moreover the incense altar had a golden crown, which points us to Christ 
and his reigning as king of the kingdom of God and of his victorious triumph over 
the enemies of his elect people; sin, death, hell, grave, and Satan.   
 The incense altar had rings in which staves were inserted in order to carry 
the incense altar.  Man’s hands were not to come upon the incense altar as it 
pointed us to the perfect and solitary work of Jesus Christ in redeeming his people 
from their hands.  That it was carried by means of two rings points us to the 
principle that the purpose of the gospel is to exalt Jesus Christ and what he had 
done for his people in redeeming them from their sins.     
 “And thou shalt put it before the veil that is by the ark of the testimony, 
before the mercy seat that is over the testimony, where I will meet with thee.”  
The placement of the incense altar teaches us that the Lord meets with his people 
based on his covenant work as testified by the ark of the testimony and by his 
mercy as testified by the mercy seat and through his intercessory work as testified 
by the incense altar.   



 

Exodus 30.7-10 
 

 Ex. 30:7 “And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he 
dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. 8 And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at 
even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your 
generations. 9 Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat 
offering; neither shall ye pour drink offering thereon. 10 And Aaron shall make an 
atonement upon the horns of it once in a year with the blood of the sin offering of 
atonements: once in the year shall he make atonement upon it throughout your 
generations: it is most holy unto the LORD.” 
 The picture presented here is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ just like the other 
furniture in the tabernacle.  The picture points us to the intercessory work of Jesus Christ 
which is presented to us in the book of Revelation: 8:3 “And another angel came and 
stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, 
that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was 
before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the 
saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand. 5 And the angel took the censer, 
and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and 
thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.”   
 Rev. 8:3 "And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; 
and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all 
saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, 
which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's 
hand. 5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into 
the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake." 
 This passage points us back to the Old Testament tabernacle service in which the 
High Priest interceded on behalf of the people.  In the Old Testament service there was a 
golden altar, a golden censer, a brazen altar with fire, and incense that was burned in the 
golden censer upon the golden altar.  Also the throne in the Old Testament tabernacle 
service was a mercy seat that set upon the Ark of the Covenant.  This service took place 
in the Most Holy Place. 
 While all the priests (the sons of Aaron) had censers with which to burn incense 
only the High Priest was to burn incense on the golden altar: Ex. 30:7 "And Aaron shall 
burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn 
incense upon it. 8 And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon 
it, a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your generations."  This represented 
the intercessory work of the Lord Jesus Christ:  
 1.  Rom. 8:34 "Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that 
is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." 
 2.  Heb. 7:25 "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them." 
 Next this incense was burned with fire from off the altar.  God warned the 
children of Israel that they were not to burn strange fire: 



 1.  Ex. 30:9 "Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor 
meat offering; neither shall ye pour drink offering thereon." 
 2.  Lev. 10:1 "And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his 
censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the 
LORD, which he commanded them not. 2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and 
devoured them, and they died before the LORD." 
 The fire that was to be used to burn incense was fire from off the brazen altar.  It 
was upon the brazen altar that the sacrifice was burned.  This represented the sacrificial 
atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is on the basis of his sacrificial atonement as the 
Lamb of God on the cross of Calvary that Jesus Christ, our High Priest, intercedes on 
behalf of his elect. 
 This intercession of the High Priest came with the prayers of the saints: Luke 1:10 
"And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense."  
Our prayers gain acceptance with God because of Christ's sacrificial atonement and 
because of his intercession on our behalf. 
 Thus the angel that stood at the altar having a golden censer is the Lord Jesus 
Christ in his High Priestly office interceding on behalf of the saints.  Here he offered up 
much incense upon the golden altar with the prayers of the saints.  The sacrifice on the 
brazen altar is frequently said to be a sweet savour unto God.  The incense that was burnt 
on the golden altar was sweet incense.  Thus God is pleased with the sacrificial 
atonement of Jesus Christ and he is pleased that his people pray unto him because of the 
intercessory work of our High Priest Jesus Christ. 
 It is important to remember that the smoke of the incense comes with the prayers 
of the saints and ascends up before God.  Thus our prayers are fragranced with Christ's 
intercessory work.  It is his intercessory work that gives the sweet odour to our prayers 
that God receives. 
 "And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into 
the earth."  When a person is born of the Spirit he is sprinkled with the blood of Jesus 
(fire of the altar) and the Holy Spirit takes up His abode in his heart making intercessions 
that cannot be uttered: Rom. 8:26 "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." 
 
 

Exodus 30.11-16 
 

 Ex. 30:11 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 12 When thou takest the 
sum of the children of Israel after their number, then shall they give every man a ransom 
for his soul unto the LORD, when thou numberest them; that there be no plague among 
them, when thou numberest them. 13 This they shall give, every one that passeth among 
them that are numbered, half a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is 
twenty gerahs:) an half shekel shall be the offering of the LORD. 14 Every one that 
passeth among them that are numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an 
offering unto the LORD. 15 The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less 
than half a shekel, when they give an offering unto the LORD, to make an atonement for 
your souls. 16 And thou shalt take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and 



shalt appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; that it may be a 
memorial unto the children of Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for your 
souls.”   
 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, When thou takest the sum of the 
children of Israel after their number, then shall they give every man a ransom for his soul 
unto the LORD, when thou numberest them; that there be no plague among them, when 
thou numberest them.”  The numbering of the children of Israel was at the direction of 
the Lord.  Much later David took upon himself to number the children of Israel to satisfy 
his own pride and there was a great plague that destroyed many because of this.  This 
initial numbering of the children of Israel was designed to provide for the service of the 
tabernacle.  Without the ransom money there would have been a plague upon the children 
of Israel.  The requirement for the ransom money was upon all that were numbered 
without exception.  This was a ransom to save the souls of those numbered from the 
plague that would have been poured out upon them without the ransom money.   
 “This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, half 
a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an half shekel shall 
be the offering of the LORD. 14 Every one that passeth among them that are numbered, 
from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering unto the LORD. 15 The rich shall 
not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when they give an 
offering unto the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls.”  The price of the ransom 
money like the price of our redemption from sin was the same for every one that was 
ransomed.  The ransom for our redemption from sin was the shed blood and suffering of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and it was the same regardless of the individual ransomed.  Since 
the shekel is equivalent to 20 gerahs, then the half shekel is 10 gerahs.  The number 10 is 
associated in the scriptures with law and commandment.  Thus the ransom money was a 
legal requirement placed upon them by the Lord.   
 “And thou shalt take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shalt 
appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; that it may be a memorial 
unto the children of Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls.”  In 
the service of the tabernacle the High Priests was to make an atonement for the children 
of Israel.  The ransom or atonement money was appointed to support those who 
performed the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.   
 
 

Exodus 30.17-21 
 

 Ex. 30:17 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 18 Thou shalt also make a 
laver of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash withal: and thou shalt put it between the 
tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt put water therein. 19 For 
Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat: 20 When they go into the 
tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when 
they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD: 21 
So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall be a statute for 
ever to them, even to him and to his seed throughout their generations.” 



 We had noted previously that before the High Priests and the Priests could serve 
in the tabernacle that they had to be washed.  This washing was applied to them.  In this it 
is a type of the washing of the soul that takes place in regeneration.   
 Now we are told that Aaron and his sons were to wash themselves before they go 
into the tabernacle of the congregation to serve therein or to come near to the altar to 
minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD.  This is similar to the washing 
that a disciple of Christ is supposed to do in order to serve the Lord in His church 
kingdom:  
  1.  2 Cor. 7:1 “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear 
of God.” 
  2.  James 4:8 “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse 
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.”   
 “Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash withal: 
and thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou 
shalt put water therein.”  The wash basin was made of brass.  Brass is made from copper 
and zinc.  Both the copper and the zinc is heated with great heat and mixed together to 
make brass.  Brass in the scriptures is associated with the judgment of God.  The 
cleansing of the brazen wash pot points us to the cleansing we are to do in keeping the 
word of God: Ps. 6 “The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace 
of earth, purified seven times. 7 Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve 
them from this generation for ever.”  Like the water of the wash pot we are to cleanse 
ourselves for the service of God at the washing of the pure words of God.   
 
 

Exodus 30.22-33 
 
 Ex. 30:22  “Moreover the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 23 Take thou also 
unto thee principal spices, of pure myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon 
half so much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet calamus two hundred and 
fifty shekels, 24 And of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, and 
of oil olive an hin: 25 And thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, an ointment 
compound after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil. 26 And thou 
shalt anoint the tabernacle of the congregation therewith, and the ark of the testimony, 27 
And the table and all his vessels, and the candlestick and his vessels, and the altar of 
incense, 28 And the altar of burnt offering with all his vessels, and the laver and his foot. 
29 And thou shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy: whatsoever toucheth them 
shall be holy. 30 And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that 
they may minister unto me in the priest's office. 31 And thou shalt speak unto the 
children of Israel, saying, This shall be an holy anointing oil unto me throughout your 
generations. 32 Upon man's flesh shall it not be poured, neither shall ye make any other 
like it, after the composition of it: it is holy, and it shall be holy unto you. 33 Whosoever 
compoundeth any like it, or whosoever putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even be cut 
off from his people.” 
 There were four ingredients in the making of the holy anointing oil: myrrh, 
cinnamon, calamus, and olive oil.  Four is the bible number associated with the work of 



the Holy Spirit.  Next, the anointing was to be performed by Moses.  Likewise, it was 
prophets who anointed the priests, and kings.  Samuel anointed Saul and David.  
Similarly, the prophets Elijah and Elisha were also appointed to anoint kings and priests 
in their day.  This points us to the greatest of all prophets: Jesus Christ.  He holds the 
titles of Prophet, Priest, and King.   
 It was an holy anointing oil for the purpose of sanctifying the tabernacle and its 
instruments and those who served in the tabernacle.  To sanctify is to set apart for a holy 
use.   
 This points us to the fact that today we are anointed by the Lord Jesus Christ 
through the work of the Holy Spirit in the spiritual birth.  We are set apart for a holy use 
to serve the Lord as we are taught in Ephesians 2:10 where we are told that we are 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them.  Likewise, the Holy Spirit anointed the church by means of (baptism of the 
Holy Ghost) on the day of Pentecost and at the household of Cornelius.   
 This anointing is performed only on the elect family of God and not ever on the 
non-elect.   
 
 

Exodus 30.34-38 
 

 Ex. 30:34 And the LORD said unto Moses, Take unto thee sweet spices, stacte, 
and onycha, and galbanum; these sweet spices with pure frankincense: of each shall there 
be a like weight: 35 And thou shalt make it a perfume, a confection after the art of the 
apothecary, tempered together, pure and holy: 36 And thou shalt beat some of it very 
small, and put of it before the testimony in the tabernacle of the congregation, where I 
will meet with thee: it shall be unto you most holy. 37 And as for the perfume which thou 
shalt make, ye shall not make to yourselves according to the composition thereof: it shall 
be unto thee holy for the LORD. 38 Whosoever shall make like unto that, to smell 
thereto, shall even be cut off from his people.” 
 In the scriptures the word sweet appears over a hundred times.  Most of the time, 
the word is associated with a burnt sacrifice.  A few examples are set forth below: 
  1. Gen. 8:20 “And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of 
every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 
And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again 
curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from 
his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.” 
  2. Ex. 15:25 “And he cried unto the LORD; and the LORD showed him a 
tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made 
for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them,” 
  3. Ex. 29:18 “And thou shalt burn the whole ram upon the altar: it is a 
burnt offering unto the LORD: it is a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD.”   
  4. Ex. 29:41 “And the other lamb thou shalt offer at even, and shalt do 
thereto according to the meat offering of the morning, and according to the drink offering 
thereof, for a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the LORD.” 



  5. Lev. 1:9 “But his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water: and the 
priest shall burn all on the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a 
sweet savour unto the LORD.” 
 Moreover, the above referenced perfume is referred to as sweet incense: Ex. 35:8 
“And oil for the light, and spices for anointing oil, and for the sweet incense…” 
 In Lev. 16: 12-14 The sweet incense and the blood of the burnt sacrifice are tied 
together:  12 “And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar 
before the LORD, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within 
the veil: 13 And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of 
the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not: 4 And he 
shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat 
eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven 
times.” 
 In Eph 5:2 Christ sacrifice on the cross is identified as the antitype to which the 
burnt offerings are pointing: “And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath 
given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.” 
Moreover, this shows us that Christ’s sacrificial offering was a sweetsmelling savour 
unto God.   
 “Take unto thee sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum; these sweet 
spices with pure frankincense: of each shall there be a like weight:” The sweet spices of 
stacte, and onycha, and galbanum are only mentioned once in the scriptures, which 
teaches us that they were unique and pointed us to the one who is unique, that is, Jesus 
Christ, who alone is holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners.   
 This sweet incense was burned on the incense altar in the most holy place and the 
fire was fire from off the brazen altar on which the sacrifices were burnt.  This all points 
us to Revelations 8:3 “And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden 
censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the 
prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke 
of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of 
the angel's hand. 5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and 
cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an 
earthquake.”  The angel in this verse is symbolic of Jesus Christ.  The picture is a picture 
of Christ’s intercessory work on behalf of his people.  Thus we see the saints prayers 
rising up before God with the smoke of the incense (Christ’s intercession on behalf of the 
saints).   
 The lesson above is that our prayers are made acceptable before God because of 
Christ’s sacrificial atonement and intercession and their behalf.   
 “And as for the perfume which thou shalt make, ye shall not make to yourselves 
according to the composition thereof: it shall be unto thee holy for the LORD. 38 
Whosoever shall make like unto that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from his 
people.”  The sweet smell of the perfume or sweet incense was not designed for man’s 
smell but for God’s smell.  It is Christ’s sacrificial atonement that is a sweet smell unto 
God: “And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an 
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.”  This sacrifice and God’s 
acceptance is what enables us to do those things that are pleasing and of a sweet smell 
unto God: 



  1. Phil. 4:18 “But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of 
Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice 
acceptable, wellpleasing to God.” 
  2.  2 Cor. 2:15 “For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that 
are saved, and in them that perish: 16 To the one we are the savour of death unto death; 
and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things?” 
  
 
 

Exodus 31.1-11 
 
 Ex. 31:1 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 See, I have called by name 
Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 3 And I have filled him with 
the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner 
of workmanship, 4 To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, 
5 And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of 
workmanship. 6 And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they 
may make all that I have commanded thee; 7 The tabernacle of the congregation, and the 
ark of the testimony, and the mercy seat that is thereupon, and all the furniture of the 
tabernacle, 8 And the table and his furniture, and the pure candlestick with all his 
furniture, and the altar of incense, 9 And the altar of burnt offering with all his furniture, 
and the laver and his foot, 10 And the cloths of service, and the holy garments for Aaron 
the priest, and the garments of his sons, to minister in the priest's office, 11 And the 
anointing oil, and sweet incense for the holy place: according to all that I have 
commanded thee shall they do.” 
 Ps. 127:1 “Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: 
except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.”  Jesus said in Matt. 
16:18 “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  The LORD is the great builder.  
He oversaw the construction of the tabernacle, the temple, and the church which we are 
told is the house of God: 1 Tim. 3:15 “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how 
thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”   
 The LORD chose and called whom he would to build the tabernacle.  Notice the 
ones he chose where not the ones who chose, but God did the choosing.  Likewise, it is 
the Lord who chooses and calls his ministers to preach the gospel and administer the 
ordinances of the church.  They did not did the choosing, but God did the choosing.   
 The Lord chose Bezaleel and Aholiab and all that were wise hearted to do the 
building and making of the tabernacle and all that was associated with the work.  Next, 
we notice that it was the LORD who “filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in 
understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship.”  Likewise, we see 
this pattern carried over in the New Testament Church as it is the Lord who gives the 
gifts of the ministry and gives them the talents that they possess.  Moreover, he gives to 
each member of the New Testament Church their spiritual gifts for the work that he has 



for them: 1 Cor. 12:11 “But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to 
every man severally as he will.” 
 Moreover, all the gifts that the LORD gave to those who were to build the 
tabernacle were sufficient for the work that was to be done.  Likewise, the LORD gives to 
the membership of the local church all the gifts and abilities that are necessary for the 
work he has for them to do.   
 Additionally, the LORD has given those who worked on the tabernacle the 
wisdom to build the tabernacle and all associated with it.  This wisdom was from God 
and not from them.  We are taught to ask God for wisdom: James 1:5 “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 
shall be given him.”  God has promised to give us wisdom for our daily living and also 
wisdom to use the gifts that God has given us for the service we are to perform according 
to his direction. 
 The LORD had already given the pattern for the tabernacle, its furnishings, the 
garments and the anointing oil and sweet perfume to Moses.  Those who worked on the 
tabernacle were to build “according to all that I have commanded thee shall they do.” 
We are admonished to not add to or take away from the words that the Lord has given us.  
In the New Testament church we are to build according to the pattern for the scriptures 
has thoroughly furnished us everything we need to all good works: 2 Tim. 3:16 “All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 
 
  

Exodus 31.12-17 
 

 Ex. 31:12 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 13 Speak thou also unto the 
children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me 
and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the LORD that doth 
sanctify you. 14 Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: every one 
that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that 
soul shall be cut off from among his people. 15 Six days may work be done; but in the 
seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD: whosoever doeth any work in the 
sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 16 Wherefore the children of Israel shall 
keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual 
covenant. 17 It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the 
LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.” 
 The word Sabbath has a duel meaning.  The bible number 7 is the bible number 
associated with completion.  God created the heavens and the earth and all things therein 
in six days and rested on the seventh.  The work of natural creation was complete.  
Sabbath also means rest.  God rested from his work of creation on the 7th day.  The 
children of Israel were commanded to observe the Sabbath.  They were to work six days 
and rest on the seventh day.  This was in honor and praise to God for His completed work 
of creation.  Thus, the children of Israel were to rest in honor of God’s completed work of 
creation.   



 To defile the Sabbath day was to disrespect and dishonor to God.  The penalty of 
defiling the Sabbath day was death.  The Sabbath was a sign of the covenant between 
God and the children of Israel forever:  “It is a sign between me and the children of Israel 
for ever: for in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he 
rested, and was refreshed.”  Moreover, as the Lord was refreshed on the seventh day so it 
was a blessing that God had given the children of Israel that they would rest and refresh 
themselves on the seventh day.   
 Today, we are given another Sabbath as set forth in Heb. 4:9 “There remaineth 
therefore a rest to the people of God.”  The word, rest, comes from the Greek word for 
Sabbath.  By studying chapters 3 and 4 of Hebrews it is plainly seen that we are to rest in 
the finished work of eternal redemption by Jesus Christ.  Christ has finished the work of 
redeeming His people from their sins.  We are to rest in that finished work knowing that 
our works cannot redeem us or bring about redemption.  It is by His work and by His 
grace that we are redeemed and we rest in that finished work when we acknowledge that 
it was all by His grace and that we did nothing to bring about that redemption.  All the 
praise and glory is to be given to Christ for redeeming us, just as all the praise and glory 
of creation was to be given to God by the children of Israel by their resting on the 7th day.  
For us to claim that any of our works are partly responsible for our eternal redemption is 
to dishonor the work of Christ in redeeming us.   
 The work of redemption of the elect family of God is a covenant work as set forth 
in Rom. 8:29, 30: “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover 
whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”  Resting in the covenant work of 
Christ is to give glory and honor unto God for his covenant work.   
 
 

Exodus 32.1-6 
 
 Ex. 32:1 “And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, 
the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which 
shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we 
wot not what is become of him. 2 And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, 
which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. 
3 And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them 
unto Aaron. 4 And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he 
had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out 
of the land of Egypt. 5 And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made 
proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. 6 And they rose up early on the 
morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat 
and to drink, and rose up to play.”   
 From the above passage it can easily be seen that the people had broken the first three of 
the Ten Commandments that God had given them in Exodus chapter 20: v.3 “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me. 4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 
5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me;”  They had ratified the covenant that God made with them in chapter 24: “And 



Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD, and all the judgments: and all the 
people answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the LORD hath said will we do.” 
 It is also apparent, that the people looked on Moses as being their God for when he had 
delayed to come down from the mount as they said, “for as for this Moses, the man that brought 
us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.”  How often, even today do 
people in their actions give god like status to the messenger?  Notice that they credited Moses as 
the one who brought them out of the land of Egypt.  
 Moses, being absent the people turned to Aaron, the brother and voice of Moses to be 
their leader and to fashion them a god.  Understand that Aaron and the children of Israel had been 
witnesses of the ten plagues in Egypt; of the parting of the waters of the Red Sea so that they 
could cross on dry land and the Egyptian army that followed after were drowned in that same Red 
Sea; of the sweetening of the bitter waters of Marah; of the daily provision of manna for the 
people to gather and eat daily; and having heard the voice of God that spoke to them from the 
mount.  Yet they quickly turned out of the way when Moses delayed to come down out of the 
mount.   
 Even though they quickly turned away from the LORD and made themselves a golden 
calf to worship, yet they retained the name “LORD” in their idolatrous and licentious feasting: 
“Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. 6 And they rose up 
early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat 
down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.”  How manifest is such actions in the religious 
world today which has turned away from the true worship of God and made false idols in their 
mind of God and yet retain the name of Jesus Christ, even though their description of him and 
what they believe he failed to accomplish is completely contrary to the teachings of the word.  
Moreover, much of their attempted worship is not according to the scriptural New Testament 
pattern.  They have added many things not taught in the scriptures and left off many things that 
are taught in the scriptures.     
  
 

Exodus 32.7-14 
 
 Ex. 32:7 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, 
which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: 8 They have 
turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made them a 
molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy 
gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 9 And the LORD 
said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people: 10 Now 
therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume 
them: and I will make of thee a great nation. 
 11 And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth thy wrath 
wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with 
great power, and with a mighty hand? 12 Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, 
For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them 
from the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy 
people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by 
thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and 
all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for 
ever. 14 And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.” 
 The above passage of scripture shows us the LORD’s righteous indignation 
against his people and their grievous sins and the subsequent intercession of Moses on 



their behalf.  In similar fashion, this mirrors the intercession that Jesus makes daily on 
behalf of his covenant people.   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou 
broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves.”  It is true that the people 
had corrupted themselves and it is also true that Moses had led them out of the land of 
Egypt.  But it is also true, that the LORD had led Moses and had been the power and 
authority by which the children of Israel had been brought out of the land of Egypt.   
 “They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they 
have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, 
and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt.”  The people which had been the recipient of such a great deliverance and had 
been witnesses of the many miraculous things the LORD had done to them and for them, 
had quickly turned out of the way.  What a mirror reflection this is to each of us if we are 
honest with ourselves.  While we may not have made a molten calf or other image, yet 
how quickly we turn aside and walk after our lustful flesh.   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a 
stiffnecked people.”  The term, “stiffnecked” refers to a stubborn, rebellious people.  If a 
person is stiffnecked he is stubborn and rebellious.  Again, how this description would fit 
us at times.   
 “Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I 
may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nation.”  Certainly the LORD had 
every right for his wrath to wax hot against the people and to consume them based on 
their actions.  The LORD also proposed to Moses that if he let him alone, he would make 
of Moses a great nation.  This passage and Moses subsequent response tells us a lot of the 
humble and servants attitude of Moses before his God.   
 From here we see Moses response and intercession on behalf of the children of 
Israel.  “And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth thy wrath 
wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with 
great power, and with a mighty hand?”  Moses, reminds the LORD that these were his 
people and that he brought them out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand.   
 “Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them 
out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn 
from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy people.”  Moses tells the LORD 
that the Egyptians would speak and say that the reason He brought them out of the land 
of Egypt was to slay them and consume them from the face of the earth.”  Thus to slay 
them would bring on an evil report concerning the LORD.  Next, Moses implored the 
LORD to turn from his fierce wrath, and repent of the evil against his people.   
 Finally, Moses used his strongest argument for the LORD not to destroy the 
children of Israel when he said, “Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to 
whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as 
the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and 
they shall inherit it for ever.”  God had made a covenant with Abraham and confirmed it 
with Isaac, and Jacob, thus if God destroyed the children of Israel he would not fulfill his 
covenant promise.   



 Because of the actions of the children of Israel, God had every moral right to 
destroy them off the face of the earth, but because of his covenant promise God would 
not destroy them and thusly we read: “And the LORD repented of the evil which he 
thought to do unto his people.” 
 In contrast, because of our sins God has ever moral right to destroy us eternally, 
but because of his covenant promise he will never destroy his people eternally.  
Moreover, Christ “ever liveth and maketh intercession for us” just as Moses made 
intercession on behalf of the children of Israel.   
 
 
 
 

Exodus 32.15-18 
 

 Ex. 32:15 “And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables 
of the testimony were in his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one 
side and on the other were they written. 16 And the tables were the work of God, and the 
writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables. 17 And when Joshua heard the 
noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the 
camp. 18 And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the 
voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear.”   
 “And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the 
testimony were in his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side 
and on the other were they written. 16 And the tables were the work of God, and the 
writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables.”  At God’s command that he go 
down, Moses obeyed and started his downward journey.  He had in his hands the two 
tables of stone which contained the testimony of God.  These two tables which contained 
the Ten Commandments were written on both sides with the writing of God and were 
graven upon the tables.  That man would have something that was written by the very 
finger of God is remarkable and shows the condescension of God towards man.    
 As Moses and Joshua drew near the camp Joshua said, “There is a noise of war in 
the camp.”  This young soldier who would later be the leader and captain of the children 
of Israel as they entered the land of Canaan and fought to possess that land was fooled by 
what he heard.  To him it sounded like the noise of war in the camp.  However, as Moses 
pointed out it was not the noise of war: “And he said, It is not the voice of them that 
shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the 
noise of them that sing do I hear.”  Sometimes the drunken licentious dancing and singing 
can sound like the noise of war, but truly it was the sound of gross wickedness.   
 
 

Exodus 32.19-24 
 

 Ex. 32:19 “And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he 
saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of 
his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. 20 And he took the calf which they had 
made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and strowed it upon the water, and 



made the children of Israel drink of it. 21 And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this 
people unto thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them? 22 And Aaron said, Let 
not the anger of my lord wax hot: thou knowest the people, that they are set on mischief. 
23 For they said unto me, Make us gods, which shall go before us: for as for this Moses, 
the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 
24 And I said unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break it off. So they gave it 
me: then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf.” 
 “And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, 
and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and 
brake them beneath the mount.”  Moses had had one of the most glorious events in that 
he had been in communion with God for 40 days and nights.  Now he comes back down 
the mountain and the people that God has blessed through miraculous means have 
polluted themselves with gross idolatry and licentiousness.  It is no wonder that his anger 
waxed hot.  However, the danger is when our anger waxes hot that we ourselves break 
the laws of God.  Notice, that Moses in his hot anger broke the two tables by casting them 
out of his hand upon the ground.   
 “And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it 
to powder, and strowed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it.”  
One of the lessons we learn from this is that sometimes we have to eat the effects of our 
own sins.  How many times have people sinned and their sin led to great distress and 
trouble in their lives.   
 “And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast 
brought so great a sin upon them?”  Aaron had been left as leader of the people when 
Moses went up on the mountain.  Leadership implies leading and not following.  A leader 
is to lead.  Through Aarons’ action of following the stated desire of the people, he was 
responsible for what transpired.  Had Aaron showed leadership, then the people may have 
been persuaded not to commit the gross sins that they committed.  This is a great lesson 
for us in our families and churches and in our actions in our communities.  As leaders we 
should lead and not follow the whims of those that we are supposed to lead. 
 “And Aaron said, Let not the anger of my lord wax hot: thou knowest the people, 
that they are set on mischief.  For they said unto me, Make us gods, which shall go before 
us: for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not 
what is become of him.” Aaron, did what is so typical of us in our human nature, tried to 
shift the blame and responsibility away from himself.  He placed blame upon the people 
and ultimately upon Moses for having delayed to come down out of the mountain.  While 
it is true that the people were set on mischief and it is true that they said, “make us gods, 
which shall go before us: for as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land 
of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him,” Aaron cannot blame his actions on the 
people or upon Moses.  We are responsible for our own sins.   
 “And I said unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break it off. So they 
gave it me: then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf.”  Aaron is saying here 
that once he was given the gold and cast it into the fire, that it just somehow miraculously 
came out a calf.  In essence Aaron is saying that God somehow fashioned it while it was 
in the fire to be a calf.  However, it is obvious that Aaron fashioned the gold into a calf to 
which the children of Israel worshipped an idol.  Aaron is trying to blame the making of 



the idol upon God.  Corrupt human nature tries to lay blame upon others and upon God to 
justify its sins.  
 
 

Exodus 32.25-29 
 

 Ex. 32:25 “And when Moses saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron had 
made them naked unto their shame among their enemies:) 26 Then Moses stood in the 
gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD'S side? let him come unto me. And all 
the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 27 And he said unto them, Thus 
saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out 
from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his 
companion, and every man his neighbour. 28 And the children of Levi did according to 
the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. 29 For 
Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves to day to the LORD, even every man upon his 
son, and upon his brother; that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day.” 
 “And when Moses saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron had made them 
naked unto their shame among their enemies:)”  This verse connects us back to the 
Garden of Eden to a time when Adam and Eve were naked and not ashamed.  Later after 
they had sinned, they tried to sew fig leaves together to hide their nakedness.  God 
subsequently, clothed them with animal skins.  This series of events teaches us that 
human nakedness is associated with the shame of sin.  In this verse, the people were 
naked literally which in itself was a shame, but also because of their sins of idolatry and 
licentiousness they had furthered greatly their sins.  These activities of the people also 
were cause or reason for even their enemies to consider their actions to be sinful.   
 “Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD'S 
side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto 
him.”  When Moses made this call, it is interesting to see who answered the call and who 
did not answer the call.  The sons of Levi answered the call.  From the tribe of Levi came 
the priests and those who ministered about the tabernacle.  They were to be closer to the 
service of God than those of the other tribe.  These were the only ones who answered the 
call as to Who is on the LORD’s side.  Now all the children of Israel were a part of God’s 
covenant people, yet the vast majority when given the opportunity at this time, deferred 
to answer the call.  How similar this is today, when the gospel is preached, so many of 
the elect family of God do not answer the call to service.   
 “And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his 
sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay 
every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour. And 
the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that 
day about three thousand men.”  The duty placed upon the men of Levi was to destroy 
from among the people the most flagrant offenders.  As a result three thousand men fell 
that day.  This certainly was a strong message to the remainder of the people of the great 
seriousness of the sins that they had committed.   
 “For Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves to day to the LORD, even every man 
upon his son, and upon his brother; that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day.”  



Even during the time of great apostasy, a blessing from the Lord is bestowed upon those 
who consecrate themselves.   
 
 

Exodus 32.30-35 
 

 Ex. 32:30 “And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, 
Ye have sinned a great sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I shall 
make an atonement for your sin. 31 And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, 
this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. 32 Yet now, if 
thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou 
hast written. 33 And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him 
will I blot out of my book. 34 Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which 
I have spoken unto thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day 
when I visit I will visit their sin upon them. 35 And the LORD plagued the people, 
because they made the calf, which Aaron made.”   
 “And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, Ye have 
sinned a great sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I shall make an 
atonement for your sin.”  Moses, reminded the people that they had sinned a great sin and 
had need of an atonement. While, Moses could not make an atonement for their sins, only 
Christ could do that, yet, Moses would further intercede on their behalf.   
   “And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a 
great sin, and have made them gods of gold. 32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; 
and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.”  Moses in 
interceding on behalf of the people unto the LORD asked God to blot his name out of the 
book in which God had written if he would not forgive the sin of the people.  There is 
some question as to what book Moses was referring to.  Not one of the names in the 
Lamb’s book of life written before the foundation of the world will ever nor can ever be 
blotted out of that book.  I think the book to which Moses was referring was to the book 
of the living.  I take it that Moses was requesting that God take him out of the land of the 
living rather than the people.  That illustrates both humility and love for the people in 
which Moses was interceding for.   
 And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I 
blot out of my book.”  Only Christ can stand in the place of his elect people.  Moses 
would not be allowed to stand in judgment in the place of God’s judgment upon His 
people.  When timely judgments come upon God’s people because of sin, God will mete 
out that timely judgment upon the sinner.   
 “Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken unto 
thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day when I visit I will 
visit their sin upon them.”  This tells us that God’s promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
was still going to be fulfilled, though the people had sinned a great sin.  Moreover, Moses 
was instructed to continue to lead the people unto the place of which God had spoken.  
Moreover, God promised that His Angel would go before him to lead him in the way.  
Nevertheless, God would still visit upon the people punishment for their sin.   
 “And the LORD plagued the people, because they made the calf, which Aaron 
made.”  While we are not told here exactly when that took place, yet we know that God 



plagued the people because of their great sin.  Moreover, the LORD made it very clear 
that Aaron had made the calf.  It did not just appear by chance, as Aaron had inferred.   
 
 

Exodus 33.1-6 
 

 Ex. 33:1 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, thou and the 
people which thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land which I sware 
unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: 2 And I will 
send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, 
and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite: 3 Unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey: for I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I 
consume thee in the way. 4 And when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned: 
and no man did put on him his ornaments. 5 For the LORD had said unto Moses, Say 
unto the children of Israel, Ye are a stiffnecked people: I will come up into the midst of 
thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that 
I may know what to do unto thee. 6 And the children of Israel stripped themselves of 
their ornaments by the mount Horeb.” 
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, thou and the people 
which thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land which I sware unto 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: 2 And I will send an 
angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the 
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite:”  The LORD has given commandment to Moses 
and subsequently to the children of Israel to depart and go up to the land that God in 
covenant had promised to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  Also, he now promised to 
drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the 
Jebusite: For the children of Israel to inhabit and possess the covenant promised land then 
these peoples would have to be driven out.  There would be war with these peoples.  The 
children of Israel were the seed here to which God had promised the patriarchs to give the 
land in possession.   
 “Unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of 
thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way.”  It would appear 
on the surface that the LORD is telling these people that he will not go up with them in 
their midst.  The reason given for the LORD not going up with them was that they were a 
stiffnecked people.  Stiffnecked meaning they were obstinate and stubborn and 
rebellious.  This refers to their being obstinate and stubborn to resist the commandments 
of God and to disobey those commandments.  How similar does that sound to describe 
us, the LORD’s people today.  We all have a stubborn, obstinate, and rebellious way 
about us through our fleshly nature.  It would be easy to see why the LORD would not 
want to go up with these people, however, a little later in this chapter he tells Moses that 
he will go up in their midst.  Thus, the LORD is speaking of a specific way that he will 
not go up with the people that is spelled out in the immediate context.  He is telling them 
that he will not go up to consume them in the judgment in which they deserve, otherwise, 
they would never possess the promised land as the LORD would consume them in the 
way because of their being stiffnecked.   



 “And when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned: and no man did put 
on him his ornaments. 5 For the LORD had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of 
Israel, Ye are a stiffnecked people: I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and 
consume thee: therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to 
do unto thee. 6 And the children of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments by the 
mount Horeb.”   
 The people had heard the evil tidings that the LORD would come up in the midst 
of them to consume them and they mourned and obeyed the Lord in putting off their 
ornaments.  When we are convicted of the exceeding sinfulness of our sins, and of our 
deserved judgment because of it, it leads us to repent and obey, just as it did to the 
children of Israel. 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 33.7-11 
 

 Ex. 33:7 “And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp, afar 
off from the camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it came to pass, 
that every one which sought the LORD went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation, 
which was without the camp. 8 And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the 
tabernacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every man at his tent door, and looked 
after Moses, until he was gone into the tabernacle. 9 And it came to pass, as Moses 
entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of the 
tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses. 10 And all the people saw the cloudy pillar 
stand at the tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his 
tent door. 11 And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his 
friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a 
young man, departed not out of the tabernacle.”   
 “And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp, afar off from 
the camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it came to pass, that 
every one which sought the LORD went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation, 
which was without the camp.”  This was not the tabernacle that the children of Israel 
would later build according to the pattern God had given Moses.  Rather, it was a 
temporary tabernacle in which those who sought the Lord could out to.  This tabernacle 
was without the camp.  Oftentimes, we have fellowship and communion with God when 
we go out from the masses of the people that we are often around in our lives.  This is 
akin to when the Lord told the people to go into their closet to pray.   
 “And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the tabernacle, that all the 
people rose up, and stood every man at his tent door, and looked after Moses, until he 
was gone into the tabernacle.”  Unlike, when the people said, we know what is became of 
this Moses, now the people have great respect of Moses as a man of God and that he has 
a close fellowship and walk with the Lord who has given him direction and wisdom and 
set him as the leader of the people.   
 “And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar 
descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses. 10 



And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the people 
rose up and worshipped, every man in his tent door.”  This is the same cloudy pillar that 
had led the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt and was a pillar of a cloud by day 
to lead them in the way and a pillar of fire by night to give them light.  The glory of the 
LORD was in the cloud.  Out of the cloudy pillar the LORD talked with Moses.  What an 
amazing sight this no doubt was to the children of Israel.  At this sight of this event the 
children of Israel rose up and worshipped the LORD in his tent door. 
 “And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. 
And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, 
departed not out of the tabernacle.”  What an amazing statement concerning the LORD 
speaking unto Moses face to face!  It is amazing to me when I have had the occasional 
experience of the Lord speaking to my heart.  The joy and calmness that fills my heart at 
those times I cannot fully articulate.  Yet, Moses interaction with the LORD was even 
more wondrous as the LORD spake face to face with Moses.  Morever, this conversation 
from the LORD was as though a man speaketh unto his friend.  This too is a great 
wonder.  The Lord has called his disciples friends.  To have the lord as a friend is to have 
the best friend that one can have. 
 There was a young man who went into the tabernacle with Moses and his name 
was Joshua.  After the death of Moses, Joshua would became the leader and captain of 
the children of Israel as he was appointed of the LORD.  No doubt, Joshua was taking in 
all that he was experiencing both in going up into the mount and in his time in the 
tabernacle with Moses. 
 
 

Exodus 33.12-17 
 

 Ex. 33:12 “And Moses said unto the LORD, See, thou sayest unto me, Bring up 
this people: and thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast 
said, I know thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in my sight. 13 Now therefore, 
I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, show me now thy way, that I may know 
thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people. 14 And 
he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. 15 And he said unto 
him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. 16 For wherein shall it be 
known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest 
with us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the 
face of the earth. 17 And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou 
hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name.” 
 “And Moses said unto the LORD, See, thou sayest unto me, Bring up this people: 
and thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know 
thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in my sight. Now therefore, I pray thee, if I 
have found grace in thy sight, show me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may 
find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people.”  Moses, like all of 
God’s children, at times needs reassurance that the Lord is with them and that he will 
bless their labors.  Moses was seeking reassurance from the Lord.  He began by repeating 
the LORD’s words, “See, thou sayest unto me, Bring up this people…”  Moses was 



seeking reassurance that the LORD would go with him in this direction the LORD had 
given him that he was to lead the children of Israel unto the land of Canaan.   
 Moses also repeated this statement from the LORD: “Yet thou hast said, I know 
thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in my sight.”  How often do we at times 
have doubts of the LORD’s plain promises.  At those times we seek reassurance from the 
Lord of his promises as Moses did.  The LORD’s answer to Moses was short but directly 
to the point: “And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.”  The 
answer to Moses concern was that the LORD promised his presence would go with him 
and that he would give him rest.  Sometimes, we just have to go at the direction of the 
LORD that we may realize the fulfillment of his promises.   
 “And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. For 
wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it 
not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the 
people that are upon the face of the earth.”  Moses, still having some doubts, said, “If thy 
presence go not with me, carry us not up hence.”  Certainly to go up without the presence 
of the LORD would not have a good outcome.  However, the LORD had promised his 
presence to go up with Moses.  What sets the LORD’s people apart from other people is 
that the people have the presence of the LORD with them.   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: 
for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name.”  Once again, the LORD 
reassures Moses that he had found grace in the LORD’s sight and that the LORD knew 
him by name. 
 
 

Exodus 33.18-23 
 

 Ex. 33:18 “And he said, I beseech thee, show me thy glory. 19 And he said, I will 
make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before 
thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I 
will show mercy. 20 And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see 
me, and live. 21 And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand 
upon a rock: 22 And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee 
in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: 23 And I will take 
away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.”   
 Moses desired to see the glory of the LORD.  Among the things the LORD told 
Moses is that he could not see the face of the LORD for no man could see his face and 
live.  However, in this passage we are given some information as to how the children of 
God can see the glory of the LORD.  We see him through what the scriptures teach us in 
the work, word, and revelation of Jesus Christ.  The see the goodness of God in the 
person and covenant work of Jesus Christ.  We see him in the proclamation of Jesus 
Christ and of his grace and mercy toward his covenant children.  We see him as we stand 
upon the rock of revealed truth of the person, work, and word of Jesus Christ.  When we 
thru an eye of faith, see the person of Jesus Christ, we are not seeing him in his fullness, 
but as if we were seeing the back parts of God.   
 
 



Exodus 34.1-4 
 

 Ex. 34:1 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto 
the first: and I will write upon these tables the words that were in the first tables, which 
thou brakest. 2 And be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning unto mount 
Sinai, and present thyself there to me in the top of the mount. 3 And no man shall come 
up with thee, neither let any man be seen throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks 
nor herds feed before that mount. 4 And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; 
and Moses rose up early in the morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as the LORD had 
commanded him, and took in his hand the two tables of stone.”   
 I have wondered in the past why God wrote the 10 commandments on “two” 
tables of stone.  Surely, he could have written them all on one table.  However, in my 
studies, I discovered that numbers in the scriptures were often associated with biblical 
subjects.  The number “two” in the scriptures is closely associated with the subject of 
“witness.”  The first six commandments of the Ten Commandments pertains to mans 
moral responsibility toward God.  The next four commandments are associated with 
mans moral responsibility toward man.   
 In Matthew chapter 22 we read: 35 “Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked 
him a question, tempting him, and saying, 36 Master, which is the great commandment in 
the law? 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40 On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”  Thus the Lord condensed all the 
commandments into these two great commandments: to love God and to love our 
neighbor.   
 When we are born of the Spirit of God, God has written his commandments in 
two places: our heart and our mind as the following verse show: 
  1.  Heb. 8:10 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them 
in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:” 
  2.  Heb. 10:16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those 
days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write 
them;” 
  3.  2 Cor. 3:3 “Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of 
Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in 
tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart.” 
 With God’s two great laws written in our hearts and minds we have a two fold 
witness of God’s love, mercy, and grace toward us.   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first: 
and I will write upon these tables the words that were in the first tables, which thou 
brakest.”  The first time man received the laws, man broke them.  This time the ten 
commandments written in two tables of stone are going to be kept in a safe place: the ark 
of the covenant.  Duet: 31:25 That Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD, saying, 26 Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against 



thee.”  The Ark of the Covenant was a figure of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Of course, Jesus 
kept perfectly all the laws and commandments of God.   
 “And be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning unto mount Sinai, and 
present thyself there to me in the top of the mount.”  Oftentimes, we find in the scriptures 
that in order to receive the fullness of the blessing of God in our journey of life, we must 
obey the Lord and do what he commands.  This was true of Moses and it is true of us as 
well.  “And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; and Moses rose up early in 
the morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took 
in his hand the two tables of stone.”   
 “And no man shall come up with thee, neither let any man be seen throughout all 
the mount; neither let the flocks nor herds feed before that mount.”  Sometimes, both 
blessings and fellowship and communion with God are very personal to the believer.  
Others often are not a part of these personal interactions. 
  
 
 

Exodus 34.5-8 
 

 Ex. 34:5 “And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 And the LORD passed by before him, and 
proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, 7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the 
fourth generation. 8 And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and 
worshipped.” 
 In Ex. 33:8 Moses had requested of the LORD that He would show him His glory.  
In the above passage, the LORD showed Moses his glory as he had promised: 
 “And the LORD descended in the cloud…”  Ex. 16:10 “And it came to pass, as 
Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked 
toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud.”   
 “And stood with him there…”  To have the LORD stand with you is to have the 
glory of the LORD in your presence. 
 “And proclaimed the name of the LORD…”  Proclaiming the name of the LORD 
is a part of seeing the glory of the LORD.  When God’s called ministers today proclaim 
the name of the LORD, and we are receiving that message we are having the glory of the 
LORD revealed to us. 
 “The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth…”  To hear of God’s mercy, his grace, his longsuffering and his 
abundant goodness and truth is to be blessed to see the glory of the LORD.   
 “Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and 
that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation…”  
God’s mercy and forgiveness toward his people to deliver them from their iniquities and 
transgressions and sins is the central theme of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Thus, in 
hearing and believing the gospel of Jesus Christ we are blest to see the glory of the 



LORD.  However, as the true gospel declares this does not clear the guilty.  God’s elect 
people are made righteous through the atoning blood of Christ, yet, those who are not 
part of the elect will suffer God’s wrathful judgment for their sins in the eternal lake of 
fire.   
 “And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped.”  
What an example Moses is for us today.  When Moses saw the glory of the LORD he 
bowed his head and worshipped.  Shouldn’t we do likewise, every time that we see the 
glory of the LORD?   
 
 

Exodus 34.9-10 
 

 Ex. 34:9 “And he said, If now I have found grace in thy sight, O Lord, let my 
Lord, I pray thee, go among us; for it is a stiffnecked people; and pardon our iniquity and 
our sin, and take us for thine inheritance. 10 And he said, Behold, I make a covenant: 
before all thy people I will do marvels, such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in 
any nation: and all the people among which thou art shall see the work of the LORD: for 
it is a terrible thing that I will do with thee.”   
 9 “And he said, If now I have found grace in thy sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I 
pray thee, go among us; for it is a stiffnecked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, 
and take us for thine inheritance.”  When Moses said, “If now I have found grace in they 
sight,” he was not questioning whether he had found grace in the sight of the LORD, for 
he knew that he had.  Rather Moses was reasoning from the fact that he had found grace 
in the sight of the LORD and praying based on that the LORD would go among the 
children of Israel.  In saying, “for it is a stiffnecked people; and pardon our iniquity and 
our sin, and take us for thine inheritance,” Moses did not separate himself from the 
condition, iniquities and sins of the people.  He knew himself and did not see himself as 
being better than the people God had given him to lead.  Not only did he see the people as 
being stiffnecked, but he also saw himself as being stiffnecked.  Moreover, he knew 
himself to be full of iniquities and sins.  Finally, Moses desired and requested that the 
LORD would take them as an inheritance.  Here, inheritance means possession.   
 God’s answer to Moses was “And he said, Behold, I make a covenant: before all 
thy people I will do marvels, such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any 
nation: and all the people among which thou art shall see the work of the LORD: for it is 
a terrible thing that I will do with thee.”  When God said, “Behold, I make a covenant,” 
we are reminded that the LORD is a covenant making, covenant keeping God.  This 
assures us of the surety of God’s promises.   
 “Before all thy people I will do marvels, such as have not been done in all the 
earth, nor in any nation:” We see these precious truths being fulfilled throughout all the 
Old Testament.  The marvels that God did are without number towards the nation of 
Israel. 
 “And all the people among which thou art shall see the work of the LORD: for it 
is a terrible thing that I will do with thee.”  The work that the LORD did was not hidden 
from the eyes of the people, but was done openly and the people of Israel could visibly 
see the work of the LORD.  The LORD said that it was “a terrible thing that I will do 
with thee.”  The word, “terrible,” means both reverence and fear.  To those who were 



blest of the work, they should have been led to reverence the LORD.  To those enemies 
of the LORD’s people, these works would be a terror to them.   
 
 

Exodus 34.11-17 
 

 Ex. 34:11 “Observe thou that which I command thee this day: behold, I drive out 
before thee the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the 
Hivite, and the Jebusite. 12 Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the 
inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee: 13 
But ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, and cut down their groves: 14 For 
thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God: 
15 Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring 
after their gods, and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his 
sacrifice; 16 And thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and their daughters go a 
whoring after their gods, and make thy sons go a whoring after their gods. 17 Thou shalt 
make thee no molten gods.” 
 The LORD identified six nations that he would drive out before the children of 
Israel as they go in to posses that land flowing with milk and honey.  The nations wee the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
The children of Israel were to make no covenant with them.  To make a covenant with 
them would have dire circumstances as outlined below: 
  1.  It would be a snare unto them. 
  2.  They lead some or all the people to go a whoring after their gods. 
  3.  They lead the people to eat of their sacrifices. 
  4.  They marry their sons and their daughters and lead them into 
worshipping their false gods.   
  5.  They lead them to make molten gods. 
 `One of the first things that happened when the children of Israel began to press in 
warfare into the land of Canaan is that they were deceived and made a covenant with the 
Jebusites.  This became a snare unto the children of Israel and led to the consequences 
outlined above.   
 The LORD said that his name is Jealous.  The LORD is jealous for his children 
and becomes angry when they depart from him and worship and serve false Gods:  “But 
ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, and cut down their groves: For thou shalt 
worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:”  The 
altars, images, and groves if left intact would bring a temptation upon the people to 
worship false gods.   
 In the above, there is a message to us today that we should separate ourselves 
from the false worship in our days, and chose wisely those who we have fellowship with.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exodus 34.18 
 

 Ex. 34:18 “The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou keep. Seven days thou shalt 
eat unleavened bread, as I commanded thee, in the time of the month Abib: for in the 
month Abib thou camest out from Egypt.” 
 Once again, the LORD commanded that the children of Israel were to keep the 
feast of unleavened bread.  The parameters of this feast are outlined for us in the 
following passages of scripture: 
  1.  Ex. 12:17 “And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in 
this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye 
observe this day in your generations by an ordinance for ever. 18 In the first month, on 
the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and 
twentieth day of the month at even. 19 Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your 
houses: for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from 
the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land. 20 Ye shall eat 
nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread.” 
  2.  Lev. 23:6 “And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of 
unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. 7 In the first 
day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. 8 But ye shall 
offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: in the seventh day is an holy 
convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.” 
  3.  Deu. 16:16 “Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the 
LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and 
in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the 
LORD empty:” 
 Please note that all the males were to appear before the LORD in the place which 
he chose three times a year and the feast of unleavened bread was one of those times.  
Also, note there were two Sabbaths associated with the feast of unleavened bread: the 
first day of the feast and the last day of the feast.  Elsewhere we find the Passover 
included in the feast of unleavened bread as no unleavened bread was allowed on the 
Passover.  However, technically, the Passover Day was not the first day of the feast of 
unleavened bread, but the day after the Passover was the first day of the feast of 
unleavened bread as no servile work was to be done on that day. 
 
 

Exodus 34.19-20 
 

 Ex. 34:19 “All that openeth the matrix is mine; and every firstling among thy 
cattle, whether ox or sheep, that is male. 20 But the firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem 
with a lamb: and if thou redeem him not, then shalt thou break his neck. All the firstborn 
of thy sons thou shalt redeem. And none shall appear before me empty.”   
 The principal of the sanctification of the firstborn is set forth in this passage of 
scripture.  Please remember that the Lord smote all the firstborn of the Egyptians and of 
their cattle as judgment upon them.  The Egyptians made the observation, when their 
firstborns were slain, that they be all dead men.  In other words, the firstborn is the 
representative of the whole house.   



 Just as a lamb was slain and its blood sprinkled in the Passover, so the firstborn 
was not slain of the houses of the children of Israel.  The firstborn of the house of God is 
Jesus Christ and he is the Lamb of God who died for the sins of his household and as 
their representative before God.  The above ordinance was to reinforce in the minds of 
the children of Israel their need of a redeemer (lamb) to take away their sins and satisfy 
the judgment of God.   
 
 

Exodus 34.21-26 
 

 Ex. 34:21 “Six days thou shalt work, but on the seventh day thou shalt rest: in 
earing time and in harvest thou shalt rest. 22 And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, 
of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the year's end. 23 Thrice 
in the year shall all your menchildren appear before the Lord GOD, the God of Israel. 24 
For I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither shall any man 
desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear before the LORD thy God thrice in the 
year. 25 Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leaven; neither shall the 
sacrifice of the feast of the passover be left unto the morning. 26 The first of the firstfruits 
of thy land thou shalt bring unto the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a 
kid in his mother's milk.” 
 In this passage the Lord sets forth the ordinances that the children of Israel were 
to observe in the land of Canaan.   
 “Six days thou shalt work, but on the seventh day thou shalt rest: in earing time 
and in harvest thou shalt rest.”  In this ordinance, the children of Israel were commanded 
to observe the seventh day Sabbath.  This Sabbath was to be observed regardless of the 
circumstances of their crops.  They were commanded to rest on the seventh day.  This 
was in honor to God’s work of creation.  Spiritually, this also points us to an even greater 
work that Christ accomplish for us in that he has saved us from our sins.  We now rest in 
the finished work of Jesus Christ. 
 “And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest …”  
The observation of the feast of weeks is spelled out for us in Deu. 16:9 “Seven weeks 
shalt thou number unto thee: begin to number the seven weeks from such time as thou 
beginnest to put the sickle to the corn. 10 And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the 
LORD thy God with a tribute of a freewill offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give 
unto the LORD thy God, according as the LORD thy God hath blessed thee: 11 And thou 
shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy 
manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, and the stranger, 
and the fatherless, and the widow, that are among you, in the place which the LORD thy 
God hath chosen to place his name…” The feast of weeks was also known as Pentecost.  
It began from the time when they began to put the sickle to the corn.  The ordinance 
pointed us to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  For he arose early the first day of the week 
and then fifty days later the children of Israel observed Pentecost as outlined in Acts 
chapter 2.  It was a feast pointed to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, which guaranteed the 
harvest of the crop, i.e., our resurrection in the last day.   
 “and the feast of ingathering at the year's end…”  This ordinance is spelled out for 
us in Deu. 16:13 “Thou shalt observe the feast of tabernacles seven days, after that thou 



hast gathered in thy corn and thy wine: 14 And thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and 
thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite, the 
stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are within thy gates. 15 Seven days shalt 
thou keep a solemn feast unto the LORD thy God in the place which the LORD shall 
choose: because the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thine increase, and in all the 
works of thine hands, therefore thou shalt surely rejoice.” This ordinance points to the 
final gathering of the crops.  Spiritually it points us to the resurrection of our bodies at the 
end of this time world. 
 “Thrice in the year shall all your menchildren appear before the Lord GOD, the 
God of Israel. 24 For I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge thy borders: 
neither shall any man desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear before the LORD 
thy God thrice in the year.”  The children of Israel had the assurance of God that when all 
the males went to appear before the Lord in the place he appointed that no man would 
desire their land when they were gone.  That all the males would be gone, would seem to 
be an open invitation to the surrounding enemies to come and take and possess the land 
while the males were gone.  The children of Israel would not have to worry about that, 
because the Lord would see that no man would desire their land when they were gone. 
 “Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leaven…”  leaven is 
associated in the scriptures with sin.  As the sacrifices ordained by God point to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who had no sin, then leaven is not an appropriate offering with the blood of 
the sacrifice.  That is why in the church ordinance of today, the body of Christ is depicted 
by unleavened bread. 
 “neither shall the sacrifice of the feast of the passover be left unto the morning…”  
This represents that the sacrifice was a completed work and accomplished its intended 
purpose.  Jesus came to save his people from their sin (Matt. 1:21) and he accomplished 
this work as he said just before he died on the cross: “It is finished.”   
 “The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring unto the house of the 
LORD thy God.”  Christ is the first of the firstfruits and he should be the central aspect of 
our preaching, of our worship, and of our service to him in the house of God, which today 
is the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 “Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk.”  I am still searching as to the 
significance of this.   
 
 

Exodus 34.27-28 
 

 Ex. 34:27 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the 
tenor of these words I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel. 28 And he was 
there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink 
water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten commandments.”   
 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the tenor of 
these words I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel.”  The words, the LORD 
was referring to were the previous verses 10-26 of this chapter.  The word, LORD, refers 
to God as a covenant making, covenant keeping God.  The covenant was a two-sided 
covenant.  In a two-sided covenant both parties have action in which they are required or 
expected to do.  The ordinances and commandments that God gave to Israel were not 



merely suggestions, but requirements placed upon Israel for them to observe.  Likewise, 
we worship today under a new covenant.  Those things in worship and service that God 
has enjoined upon us in the new covenant are not merely suggestions, but requirements 
for us if we are to worship and serve God in this new covenant. 
 “And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat 
bread, nor drink water.”  This, among other things, is a testimony to God’s sustaining 
power.  Under normal circumstances, man can only go about 3 days without drinking 
water.  After three days he will usually become gravely ill and die.  God miraculously 
sustained Moses and this was the second time, he had done so.  Moreover, the number 
forty is closely associated with the subject of trial and judgment.  In the previous forty 
days, Moses ended up breaking the tables of stone.  This time Moses did not break the 
tables.  Rather, as the scriptures attest to, the tables were placed in the Ark of the 
Covenant for safe keeping.  The Ark of the Covenant is a type of Jesus Christ. 
 “And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten 
commandments.”  God wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant.  Likewise, we 
read where God writes upon the tables of our heart and mind his laws in Heb. 8:10; 
10:16; and 2 Cor. 3:3.   
 
 

Exodus 34.29-35 
 

 Ex. 34:29 “And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with 
the two tables of testimony in Moses' hand, when he came down from the mount, that 
Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him. 30 And when 
Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone; and 
they were afraid to come nigh him. 31 And Moses called unto them; and Aaron and all 
the rulers of the congregation returned unto him: and Moses talked with them. 32 And 
afterward all the children of Israel came nigh: and he gave them in commandment all that 
the LORD had spoken with him in mount Sinai. 33 And till Moses had done speaking 
with them, he put a veil on his face. 34 But when Moses went in before the LORD to 
speak with him, he took the veil off, until he came out. And he came out, and spake unto 
the children of Israel that which he was commanded. 35 And the children of Israel saw 
the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face shone: and Moses put the veil upon his 
face again, until he went in to speak with him.” 
 The skin of Moses face shone with the brightness of God’s glory.  This caused 
Aaron and the children of Israel to be afraid to come nigh him.  To overcome the fear of 
the people to come nigh him, Moses put a veil upon his face when he spoke to the people.  
However, he removed the veil when he spoke with the LORD.   
 When Moses put the veil upon his face all the children of Israel came nigh and 
Moses gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him in mount 
Sinai.   
 While Moses had a veil upon his face, we read of the children of Israel having a 
veil upon their heart: 2 Cor. 3:13 “And not as Moses, which put a veil over his face, that 
the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 14 
But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same veil untaken away in 
the reading of the old testament; which veil is done away in Christ. 15 But even unto this 



day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart. 16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to 
the Lord, the veil shall be taken away.”  In comparison, today, when God’s people 
become entrapped in legalism, they have a veil upon their heart as well.  Only when 
God’s people turn to the Lord with their whole heart is that veil taken away.   
 

Exodus 35.1-35 
 

 Ex. 35:1 “And Moses gathered all the congregation of the children of Israel 
together, and said unto them, These are the words which the LORD hath commanded, 
that ye should do them. 2 Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall 
be to you an holy day, a sabbath of rest to the LORD: whosoever doeth work therein shall 
be put to death. 3 Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the sabbath 
day.” 
 This chapter begins with Moses gathering together the congregation and telling 
them the words which the LORD had commanded.  This pertained to the Sabbath day.  
The children of Israel were to work six days and then rest on the Sabbath as that was a 
holy day.  They were warned that if anyone worked on the Sabbath day that they were to 
be put to death.  Moreover, that including kindling fire upon the Sabbath day.   
 Ex. 35:4 “And Moses spake unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, 
saying, This is the thing which the LORD commanded, saying, 5 Take ye from among 
you an offering unto the LORD: whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an 
offering of the LORD; gold, and silver, and brass, 6 And blue, and purple, and scarlet, 
and fine linen, and goats' hair, 7 And rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, and shittim 
wood, 8 And oil for the light, and spices for anointing oil, and for the sweet incense, 9 
And onyx stones, and stones to be set for the ephod, and for the breastplate.” 
 In this passage, the children of Israel are commanded to bring the materials for the 
building of the tabernacle and for the materials and offerings for the priesthood.  
However, this was to be done out of a willing heart.  This was not to be done out of 
necessity or of shame, but by those in whom God had made their hearts willing to give.  
This offering was an offering to the LORD.  The LORD was the one who blessed them 
with the materials and now as he had tendered their heart they were to willing give an 
offering to the LORD for the purpose of bringing the materials needed for the tabernacle 
and the priesthood. 
 Ex. 35:10 “And every wise hearted among you shall come, and make all that the 
LORD hath commanded; 11 The tabernacle, his tent, and his covering, his taches, and his 
boards, his bars, his pillars, and his sockets, 12 The ark, and the staves thereof, with the 
mercy seat, and the veil of the covering, 13 The table, and his staves, and all his vessels, 
and the showbread, 14 The candlestick also for the light, and his furniture, and his lamps, 
with the oil for the light, 15 And the incense altar, and his staves, and the anointing oil, 
and the sweet incense, and the hanging for the door at the entering in of the tabernacle, 16 
The altar of burnt offering, with his brazen grate, his staves, and all his vessels, the laver 
and his foot, 17 The hangings of the court, his pillars, and their sockets, and the hanging 
for the door of the court, 18 The pins of the tabernacle, and the pins of the court, and their 
cords, 19 The cloths of service, to do service in the holy place, the holy garments for 
Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, to minister in the priest's office. garments 
of his sons, to minister in the priest's office.” 



 The task of making all that the LORD had instructed Moses, on his first trip up 
Mount Sinai, to be made was now given to the wise hearted among the children of Israel.  
It is God who made them “wise hearted” and now they are to labor and make that which 
the LORD had instructed.   
 Ex. 35:20 “And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the 
presence of Moses. 21 And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every 
one whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the LORD'S offering to the work of 
the tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy garments. 22 
And they came, both men and women, as many as were willing hearted, and brought 
bracelets, and earrings, and rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every man that 
offered offered an offering of gold unto the LORD. 23 And every man, with whom was 
found blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, and red skins of rams, 
and badgers' skins, brought them. 24 Every one that did offer an offering of silver and 
brass brought the Lord's offering: and every man, with whom was found shittim wood for 
any work of the service, brought it.” 
 “And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the presence of 
Moses.”  The congregation departed to do what they had been told that they should do.  
Now with the work before them, the children of Israel were going about with a willing 
heart to accomplish the considerable task that the LORD had enjoined upon them.   
 “And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his 
spirit made willing, and they brought the LORD'S offering to the work of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy garments. And they came, 
both men and women, as many as were willing hearted, and brought bracelets, and 
earrings, and rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every man that offered offered an 
offering of gold unto the LORD.” We note that it was those whose heart had stirred them 
up and whose spirit was made willing that brought the offering to the LORD.  Worship 
and service today in the New Testament church is done out of a heart and spirit that are 
made willing.  In the New Testament church most of the work is done by the few whose 
heart is willing. 
 “And every man, with whom was found blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
linen, and goats' hair, and red skins of rams, and badgers' skins, brought them. Every one 
that did offer an offering of silver and brass brought the Lord's offering: and every man, 
with whom was found shittim wood for any work of the service, brought it.”  The people 
had a vision and were going about to accomplish the task according to the vision set 
before them.  We read in Prov. 29:18 “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he 
that keepeth the law, happy is he.”  This was a happy time for the children of Israel as 
they had a vision and were going about laboring to accomplish the vision.  This is a great 
lesson for us in the New Testament Church as we should have the vision of the Lord and 
his church always before us and be of a willing heart and go about accomplishing the task 
of carrying forth the gospel of the grace of God to the Lord’s children who are laboring 
and heavy laden with a burden of sin guiltiness and trying to establish their own 
righteousness.  We have a task to let them know that Christ has already accomplished 
what they are not able to accomplish and that their sin is forgiven and their iniquity is 
pardoned.  We need this vision ever before us.   
 Ex. 35:25 “And all the women that were wise hearted did spin with their hands, 
and brought that which they had spun, both of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of 



fine linen. 26 And all the women whose heart stirred them up in wisdom spun goats' hair. 
27 And the rulers brought onyx stones, and stones to be set, for the ephod, and for the 
breastplate; 28 And spice, and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the sweet 
incense. 29 The children of Israel brought a willing offering unto the LORD, every man 
and woman, whose heart made them willing to bring for all manner of work, which the 
LORD had commanded to be made by the hand of Moses.”   
 Thus, through the efforts of the children of Israel whose hearts had stirred them 
up and whose hearts were willing made and brought all the materials which were needed 
for the work of building the tabernacle and its furniture and of those things needed for the 
priesthood and the service of the priesthood. 
 Ex. 35:30 “And Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the LORD hath called 
by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31 And he hath 
filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in 
all manner of workmanship; 32 And to devise curious works, to work in gold, and in 
silver, and in brass, 33 And in the cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of wood, 
to make any manner of cunning work. 34 And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, 
both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 35 Them hath he filled 
with wisdom of heart, to work all manner of work, of the engraver, and of the cunning 
workman, and of the embroiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and 
of the weaver, even of them that do any work, and of those that devise cunning work.” 
 In this passage, we see where the LORD chose and called whom he would to lead 
in the work of building the tabernacle, its furniture and the things needed for the 
priesthood.  The LORD is sovereign in whom he chooses.  Also, we see where it was the 
LORD who gave them the wisdom and knowledge and understanding to be able to do the 
work that was set before them and to teach those who were to be engaged in the work.  
Moreover, the LORD put it in their hearts to teach, lead, and do the works.  Bezaleel and 
Aholiab of the tribe of Dan were chosen to lead in this task.  In comparison, the LORD 
has chosen and called men to preach, teach, and lead in the New Testament Church in 
worship and serving the Lord.  The Lord has both made them willing and given them the 
gifts of the ministry to accomplish the task set forth for them and the New Testament 
Church.  To God belongs all the praise. 
 
 

Exodus Chapter 36-39 
 

 Most of the material in these chapters was also previously set forth in previous 
chapters.  Therefore, a reference will be made to the previous chapters in which the items 
appeared.  One of the great lessons to take out of this is that the tabernacle, its 
furnishings, the clothing of the priesthood and the anointing oils and incense were made 
according to the pattern that was shown of the LORD to Moses in the Mount Sinai.   
 Ex. 36:1 “Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in 
whom the LORD put wisdom and understanding to know how to work all manner of 
work for the service of the sanctuary, according to all that the LORD had commanded. 2 
And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whose heart the 
LORD had put wisdom, even every one whose heart stirred him up to come unto the 
work to do it: 3 And they received of Moses all the offering, which the children of Israel 



had brought for the work of the service of the sanctuary, to make it withal. And they 
brought yet unto him free offerings every morning. 4 And all the wise men, that wrought 
all the work of the sanctuary, came every man from his work which they made;” 
 From the above, we gather that Bezaleel and Aholiab were the leaders in the 
construction of the materials for the tabernacle, the furnishings of the tabernacle, the 
garments of the priesthood, and the anointing oil and incense.  God had chosen them, 
called them, and set them forth for the work.  In addition, the LORD brought forth every 
wise hearted man, in whose heart the LORD had put wisdom, even everyone whose heart 
stirred him up to come unto the work to do it.  None of these men would have been 
suitable to do the work except the LORD had given them the wisdom and heart to do the 
work.  The materials for the work were brought to the men according to the free will 
offerings of every morning.   
 Ex. 36:5 “And they spake unto Moses, saying, The people bring much more than 
enough for the service of the work, which the LORD commanded to make. 6 And Moses 
gave commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, 
Let neither man nor woman make any more work for the offering of the sanctuary. So the 
people were restrained from bringing. 7 For the stuff they had was sufficient for all the 
work to make it, and too much.”   
 When a people have a vision and the LORD has stirred them up, we see the joy of 
the people in giving and the abundance of their heart in giving.  However, when the 
people have no vision, they lose their joy and willingness to give as they should.  In the 
above case the people gave far more than was needed for the work and had to be 
restrained from bringing any more materials for the work.   
 The making of the materials for the tabernacle is detailed for us in Ex. 36:8-38.  
The work which was done was according to the detailed pattern in Ex. 26. 
 The making of the ark is detailed for us in Ex. 37:1-9.  The work was done in 
according to the detailed pattern in Ex. 25:10-22.   
 The making of the table of showbread is detailed for us in Ex. 37:10-16.  The 
work was done according to the detailed pattern in Ex. 25:23-30.   
 The making of the candlestick and its vessels is detailed for us in Ex. 37:17-24.  
The work was done according to the detailed pattern in Ex. 25:31-40. 
 The making of the incense altar is detailed for us in Ex. 37:25-28.  This work was 
done according to the detailed pattern in Ex. 30:1-6.   
 The making of the holy anointing oil, and the pure incense of sweet spices is 
detailed for us in Ex. 37:29.  The work was done according to the detailed pattern in Ex. 
30:7. 
 The making of the brazen altar of burnt offering is detailed for us in Ex. 38:1-7.  
The work was done according to the detailed pattern in Ex. 27:1-8.   
 The making of the laver of brass and the foot of it of brass is detailed for us in Ex. 
38:8.  The work was done according to the detailed pattern in Ex. 30:18. 
 The making of the materials for the court of the tabernacle is detailed for us in Ex. 
38:9-20.  This work was done according to the detailed pattern in Ex. 27:8-19.   
 In Ex.38:21-31 is detailed the great costliness of the tabernacle, its furniture, and 
the court.  The cost in terms of gold, silver and brass if built today would probably 
constitute one of the most costly building projects in the world today.  There is a cost to 
serving the LORD.  David said in 2 Sam 24:24 “And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; 



but I will surely buy it of thee at a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the 
LORD my God of that which doth cost me nothing. So David bought the threshingfloor 
and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.”  In the New Testament Church there is a cost to 
worship and serve the LORD as set forth in this passage of scripture: Luke 14:28 “For 
which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, 
whether he have sufficient to finish it? 29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, 
and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 30 Saying, This man 
began to build, and was not able to finish. 31 Or what king, going to make war against 
another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand 
to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other is 
yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. 33 So 
likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple.” 
 The making of holy garments to be worn by Aaron and his sons is detailed for us 
in Ex. 39:1-31.  The work was done according to the detailed pattern in Exodus Chapter 
28.   
 Ex. 39:32 “Thus was all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation 
finished: and the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD commanded 
Moses, so did they.”   
 As can be seen, the work was done according to the detailed pattern that had been 
previously given to Moses from the LORD in Mount Sinai.  The pattern was of the 
LORD.  The work was done according to that pattern.  This is an important spiritual 
lesson for us.  We are not to deviate from the pattern in which the Lord has given us.  His 
pattern is perfect.  Any deviation from His pattern is a rebellion against the Lord and 
should not be done.  The Lord has given to us in his word every thing that we need to 
thoroughly furnish us unto all good works.  According to 2 Tim. 3:16 “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.” 
 Ex. 39:33 “And they brought the tabernacle unto Moses, the tent, and all his 
furniture, his taches, his boards, his bars, and his pillars, and his sockets, 34 And the 
covering of rams' skins dyed red, and the covering of badgers' skins, and the veil of the 
covering, 35 The ark of the testimony, and the staves thereof, and the mercy seat, 36 The 
table, and all the vessels thereof, and the showbread, 37 The pure candlestick, with the 
lamps thereof, even with the lamps to be set in order, and all the vessels thereof, and the 
oil for light, 38 And the golden altar, and the anointing oil, and the sweet incense, and the 
hanging for the tabernacle door, 39 The brazen altar, and his grate of brass, his staves, 
and all his vessels, the laver and his foot, 40 The hangings of the court, his pillars, and his 
sockets, and the hanging for the court gate, his cords, and his pins, and all the vessels of 
the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of the congregation, 41 The cloths of service to 
do service in the holy place, and the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and his sons' 
garments, to minister in the priest's office. 42 According to all that the LORD 
commanded Moses, so the children of Israel made all the work. 43 And Moses did look 
upon all the work, and, behold, they had done it as the LORD had commanded, even so 
had they done it: and Moses blessed them.” 



 The workers brought the items to be constructed and made to Moses.  Moses 
inspected it and blessed them.  They had made all the work according as the LORD had 
commanded.  The LORD gave the pattern to Moses.  Moses gave the pattern to the 
workers.  The workers built and made everything according to the pattern.  It pleases the 
LORD when we do things according to the word of God.  The words that he spoke to the 
faithful servants to which he had given 5 talents and 2 talents when they came back and 
gained respectively 5 and 2 more talents was: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord.”   
 
 

Exodus 40.1-8 
 

 Ex. 40:1 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 On the first day of the first 
month shalt thou set up the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation. 3 And thou shalt 
put therein the ark of the testimony, and cover the ark with the veil. 4 And thou shalt 
bring in the table, and set in order the things that are to be set in order upon it; and thou 
shalt bring in the candlestick, and light the lamps thereof. 5 And thou shalt set the altar of 
gold for the incense before the ark of the testimony, and put the hanging of the door to 
the tabernacle. 6 And thou shalt set the altar of the burnt offering before the door of the 
tabernacle of the tent of the congregation. 7 And thou shalt set the laver between the tent 
of the congregation and the altar, and shalt put water therein. 8 And thou shalt set up the 
court round about, and hang up the hanging at the court gate.” 
 When Moses had gone up into the mount the first time, God gave to him the 
pattern of how to make the tabernacle, its furniture, the garments of the priests, and the 
ingredients of the holy anointing oil, the oil for the lamps, and the incense to be burned 
on the golden altar. 
 Later, God impressed the hearts of the people to bring the materials that were 
needed to make the tabernacle, its furniture, the garments of the priests, and the 
ingredients of the holy anointing oil, the oil for the lamps, and the incense to be burned 
on the golden altar.  Many of the children of Israel were involved in this endeavor.  
Moreover, they had to be restrained from bringing as they had brought more than enough. 
 Next, God had appointed and prepared workers to make the tabernacle, its 
furniture, the garments of the priests, and the ingredients of the holy anointing oil, the oil 
for the lamps, and the incense to be burned on the golden altar.  We are not told how 
many were involved, but it would have been a lot less than the number of those who 
brought the materials. 
 Finally, it was time to set up the tabernacle.  However, for this job, only Moses 
was commanded to set up the tabernacle.  Once again, the LORD gave very specific 
instructions about how it was to be set up and the order in which it was to be set up.  All 
of these things teach us that God is a God of order.  He has a way that he wants things to 
be done and we do not have the right to do things just any way that we want to do it.  
This is especially true for worship.  The Lord said: John 4:24 “God is a Spirit: and they 
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”  If the attempted worship is not 
according to the teaching of God’s word, then God will not accept it as worship.   



 God told Moses to set up the tabernacle on the first day of the month.  However, it 
was not completed until the first day of the second year.  It would appear that it took 
Moses a whole year to set up the tabernacle.   
 The above passage gives us the instruction that Moses received for setting up the 
furniture of the tabernacle. 
 

Exodus 40.9-16 
 

 Ex. 40:9 “And thou shalt take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle, and all 
that is therein, and shalt hallow it, and all the vessels thereof: and it shall be holy. 10 And 
thou shalt anoint the altar of the burnt offering, and all his vessels, and sanctify the altar: 
and it shall be an altar most holy. 11 And thou shalt anoint the laver and his foot, and 
sanctify it. 12 And thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and wash them with water. 13 And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy 
garments, and anoint him, and sanctify him; that he may minister unto me in the priest's 
office. 14 And thou shalt bring his sons, and clothe them with coats: 15 And thou shalt 
anoint them, as thou didst anoint their father, that they may minister unto me in the 
priest's office: for their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout 
their generations. 16 Thus did Moses: according to all that the LORD commanded him, 
so did he.” 
 In this passage we see the tabernacle and all its vessels as well as Aaron and his 
sons being anointed.  The purpose of anointing was to hallow or sanctify them for the 
service that was to be performed.  Notice, it was not just the priests that were being 
anointed but also the vessels and the tabernacle.  This tabernacle was going to be known 
as the house of God and the priests would be responsible for the leading in worship and 
service unto God.  The holy anointed oil was God’s way of setting them apart to God’s 
intended use.   
 The Lord’s church in this New Testament age does not consist of brick and mortar 
or other natural building materials.  It consists of his repentant and baptized believers.  
When they are born of the Spirit of God they are anointed are set apart to a holy use as 
the following scripture plainly teaches: 
  1.  Eph. 2:10 “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 
  2.  1 Pet. 2:5 “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 
  3.  1 Pet. 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light:” 
  4.  Rev. 1:5 “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the 
first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 
  5.  2 Cor. 1:21 “Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath 
anointed us, is God;” 
  6.  1 John 2:27 “But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth 
in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of 



all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in 
him.” 
 God has anointed us for a purpose.  We are to do the good works that he created 
us to do.  Moreover, we are to offer up the spiritual sacrifices he has spelled out for us in 
the scriptures.  We are to worship him in Spirit and in truth.  We are to show forth the 
praises of him who hath called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.   
 
 

Exodus 40.17-33 
 
 Ex. 40:17 “And it came to pass in the first month in the second year, on the first 
day of the month, that the tabernacle was reared up. 18 And Moses reared up the 
tabernacle, and fastened his sockets, and set up the boards thereof, and put in the bars 
thereof, and reared up his pillars. 19 And he spread abroad the tent over the tabernacle, 
and put the covering of the tent above upon it; as the LORD commanded Moses. 20 And 
he took and put the testimony into the ark, and set the staves on the ark, and put the 
mercy seat above upon the ark: 
 21 And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, and set up the veil of the covering, 
and covered the ark of the testimony; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
 22 And he put the table in the tent of the congregation, upon the side of the 
tabernacle northward, without the veil. 23 And he set the bread in order upon it before the 
LORD; as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 24 And he put the candlestick in the tent of the congregation, over against the 
table, on the side of the tabernacle southward. 25 And he lighted the lamps before the 
LORD; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
 26 And he put the golden altar in the tent of the congregation before the veil: 27 
And he burnt sweet incense thereon; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
 28 And he set up the hanging at the door of the tabernacle. 
 29 And he put the altar of burnt offering by the door of the tabernacle of the tent 
of the congregation, and offered upon it the burnt offering and the meat offering; as the 
LORD commanded Moses. 
 30 And he set the laver between the tent of the congregation and the altar, and put 
water there, to wash withal. 31 And Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands 
and their feet thereat: 32 When they went into the tent of the congregation, and when they 
came near unto the altar, they washed; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
 33 And he reared up the court round about the tabernacle and the altar, and set up 
the hanging of the court gate. So Moses finished the work.” 
 Each detail of the above is set forth for us specifically of the work that Moses 
accomplished in setting up the tabernacle, its furniture, and the manner in which Moses, 
and Aaron and his sons were to enter into the tabernacle.   
 Finally the work of Moses was finished.   
 
 
 
 
 



Exodus 40.34-37 
 

 Ex. 40:34 “Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the 
congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle. 36 And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of 
Israel went onward in all their journeys: 37 But if the cloud were not taken up, then they 
journeyed not till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the LORD was upon 
the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, 
throughout all their journeys.” 
 The clouds in the scriptures are often associated with the glory of God: 
 1.  Ex. 16:10 "And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation 
of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of 
the LORD appeared in the cloud." 
 2.  Ex. 24:16 "And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the 
cloud." 
 3.  Ex. 40:34 "Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the 
congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle." 
 4.  1 Kings 8:10 "And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy 
place, that the cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11 So that the priests could not stand 
to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of the 
LORD." 
 5.  Is. 4:5 "And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, 
and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by 
night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence." 
 6.  Ezek. 10:4 "Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and stood 
over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court 
was full of the brightness of the LORD'S glory." 
 7.  Matt. 24:30 "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory." 
Thus as the cloud is associated with God's glory, the cloud also is associated with things 
that glorify God: 
 1.  God's everlasting covenant glorifies God: Gen. 9:13 "I do set my bow in the 
cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 14 And it shall 
come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the 
cloud:" Just as the rainbow covenant glorifies God, even so, it points to the everlasting 
covenant of redemption found in Rom. 8:28-30 which gives all the glory to God for our 
redemption: "28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, 
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also 



called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also 
glorified." 
 2.  The giving of the covenant of the law glorified God: Ex. 24:16 "And the glory 
of the LORD abode upon Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the seventh 
day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud." 
 3.  God's mercy glorifies God: Lev. 16:2 "And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak 
unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the veil 
before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud 
upon the mercy seat." 
 4.  Prayer at God's throne of grace glorifies God: Lev. 16:13 "And he shall put the 
incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the 
mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not:" 
 5.  The assembly of God's people to worship him glorifies God: Is. 4:5 "And the 
LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a 
cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory 
shall be a defence." 
 6.  God's everlasting kingdom glorifies God: Dan. 7:13 "I saw in the night visions, 
and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 14 And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." 
 7.  God's justice glorifies God: Zep. 1:15 "That day is a day of wrath, a day of 
trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and 
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness," 
 8.  The resurrection of Christ glorifies God: Acts 1:9 "And when he had spoken 
these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their 
sight." 
 9.  The resurrection of the dead at the end of time glorifies God: 1 Thes. 4:17 
"Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 
 10:  The witness of God's people glorifies God: Heb. 12:1 "Wherefore seeing we 
also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us," 
 11.  God's leadership and direction of his people glorifies God: Ex. 13:21 "And 
the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by 
night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: 22 He took not away 
the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people." 
 12.  Christ's death on the cross glorifies God: Zech. 12:10 "And I will pour upon 
the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as 
one that is in bitterness for his firstborn." 
 Ref. 12 above is a parallel verse to Rev. 1:7.  The wailing in verse 7 is the same as 
the mourning in ref. 12.  The mourning is the mourning of God's children when they 



become convicted that their sins are the reason that Jesus suffered and died on the cross.  
This is a bitter mourning for God's redeemed, but it glorifies God.  Their bitterness is 
turned to joy, however, when they come to understand that Jesus died for them to redeem 
them from their sins.  
 Yes Jesus does indeed come with clouds (glory). 
 There is a pattern in the scriptures of the Lord sanctifying or dedicating those 
things in which he has ordained for the use that he intended it for.  The following is set 
forth showing this principle:   
 When the children of Israel completed the building of the tabernacle and it and all 
the furniture were complete and in place we see the Lord dedicating the tabernacle: Ex. 
40:33 “And he reared up the court round about the tabernacle and the altar, and set up the 
hanging of the court gate. So Moses finished the work. 34 Then a cloud covered the tent 
of the congregation, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was 
not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and 
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.”  Notice that the cloud covered the tent and 
filled the tabernacle.  The tabernacle was immersed in and by the cloud.  Furthermore, we 
learn in Numbers chapter 9 that the fire was also upon the tabernacle when it was 
dedicated: Num. 9:15 “And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up the cloud 
covered the tabernacle, namely, the tent of the testimony: and at even there was upon the 
tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, until the morning.” 
 Next, we go to the dedication of the temple.  The temple was not dedicated until it 
was completed.  2 Chron. 7:1 “Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire 
came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the 
glory of the LORD filled the house. 2 And the priests could not enter into the house of 
the LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filled the LORD'S house. 3 And when all 
the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the LORD upon the 
house, they bowed themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, and 
worshipped, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for 
ever.”  Once again, we note that the glory of the LORD by means of the cloud had 
immersed and filled the temple and fire had come down and consumed the sacrifice.   
 One thing both the tabernacle and the temple had in common was that they were 
both called the “house of God.”  In this gospel day the church is referred to as the “house 
of God:” 1 Tim. 3:15 “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to 
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth.”  Now both the tabernacle and the temple were immersed by the 
cloud and fire when they were dedicated and they were called the house of God, it stands 
to reason that the church would also be dedicated and immersed when it was finished.  
The church did not begin on the day of Pentecost, but the church was first completed 
beforehand and then dedicated on the day of Pentecost.   
 Before we continue to study the particulars in Acts chapter 2 of the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, I point out that “fire” in the scriptures is most frequently associated with the 
judgment of God.   
 Now let us go back to our passage in Matthew chapter 3:11 “I indeed baptize you 
with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I 
am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 12 Whose 
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the 



garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  Please note that chaff is a 
waste product of the wheat.  At the threshing of wheat the wheat grain is separated from 
the chaff.  The wheat grain is gathered into the garner and the chaff is burned up.  In the 
above illustration, the wheat grain is typical of God’s covenant children.  The chaff is 
typical of their sins.  When Christ died on the cross the sins of God’s elect was consumed 
with unquenchable fire.  This was essential for us to have a righteous standing before 
God and to have a home in eternal glory.   
 Now let us go to Acts chapter 2 which we are plainly told depicts the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost.  Acts 2:1 “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there 
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 And 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance. 5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
out of every nation under heaven. 6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude 
came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his 
own language. 7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, 
are not all these which speak Galilaeans? 8 And how hear we every man in our own 
tongue, wherein we were born?”  The church at Jerusalem was gathered together in a 
house on the day of Pentecost.  I point this out so as to note that the house was not the 
church but that the church was in the house.  It was the members of the church that were 
immersed and filled with the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost.  The Lord had already 
finished the church before the day of Pentecost.  The last thing that took place in the 
finishing of the church was that Christ had to atone for our sins, which he did on the cross 
of Calvary.   
 Now it is clear that the Holy Ghost had immersed the members and filled the 
members of the church on the day of Pentecost, but where was the fire?  The fire was in 
this statement: “And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  Now the cloven tongues does not mean 
that their literal tongues in the mouth was separated into parts, but the usage of the word, 
“tongue,” in the scriptures for the most part has reference to languages.  This explains 
what happened on this day.  The disciples spake in their own language and people of 
seventeen different languages each heard what was said in their native language.  Thus 
the language of the disciples was separated (cloven) into the seventeen different 
languages of those gathered on the day of Pentecost.  This was the miraculous working of 
the Holy Spirit.  There were no unknown languages spoken on the day of Pentecost.  
You may ask, “But where was the fire?”  The fire was in the message spoken.  If you 
follow what Peter preached on that day, you find that he spoke of the judgment of sin by 
the Lord Jesus Christ on behalf of his people.  Since, fire is associated with judgment, the 
gospel is a fiery message. It declares that God has burned up the chaff (our sins) with 
unquenchable fire (Christ’s suffering on the cross of Calvary).   
 The church wasn’t just dedicated among the Jews, but it was also dedicated 
among the Gentiles at the house of Cornelius: when a similar occurrence happened at the 
house of Cornelius who was a Gentile as well as those with him, Peter described those 
things to us in Acts chapter 11: 15 “And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, 



as on us at the beginning. 16 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, 
John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 17 
Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God? 18 When they heard these 
things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the 
Gentiles granted repentance unto life.”   
 The tabernacle was dedicated one time and the temple was dedicated one time.  
The church among the Jews was dedicated one time and the church among the Gentiles 
was dedicated one time.  There is no need to rededicate the church over and over again.  
Since it was God who did the dedicating and God is perfect and what he does is perfect, it 
stands to reason that one dedication is enough for ever.   
 
 


